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Introduction

It is well-known that the most-important historical-documental source on the Auschwitz
Camp published so far is the 1989 German tome Kalendarium der Ereignisse im Kon-
zentrationslager Auschwitz-Birkenau 1939-1945 by Danuta Czech, which was published
a year later also in English with the title Auschwitz Chronicle 1939-1945. However, this
massive work only offers a prejudiced, biased view of the camp’s history, because it has
a limited and tendentious focus on the alleged extermination of the Jews and Gypsies,
which are portrayed as having been the main, if not even the sole purpose of the activi-
ties unfolding at Auschwitz. The book gives the impression that the camp SS, starting
with the camp’s Commandant Rudolf Hoss, had nothing else to think of and to do day in,
day out than to exterminate human beings. This perspective is both incomplete and pro-
foundly wrong.

First, as | have documented thoroughly in a separate study, the “events” described by
Danuta Czech are a collection of assumptions, distortions, inventions and omissions,
which allow her to paint a fairy-tale image resulting from a deliberately misleading and
pathologically mendacious method.*

Add to this that the opening of historical archives in Moscow made accessible a del-
uge of documents — especially those of the Central Construction Office of Auschwitz —
which on the one hand have opened up immense and unexpected historical horizons, and
on the other hand have rendered Czech‘s Chronicle obsolete.

The work presented here is meant to offer as complete as possible a historical-
documental image of the Auschwitz Camp’s activities, in which also the oft-claimed
“criminal traces” are put into their proper, harmless historical context.

The only merit of Czech‘s Chronicle is the list of deportation transports arriving at
Auschwitz (but not their fate!). However, Czech‘s approach was purely chronological,
because she lists the registration numbers assigned to admitted inmates in her entry for
the day on which those numbers were assigned. If one wants to find out when a certain
registration number was issued, however, it is necessary to leaf through many pages of

L1l Kalendarium von Auschwitz di Danuta Czech. Fonti e metodologia. Effepi, Genoa, 2021. An English translation
appeared as Mis-Chronicling Auschwitz: Danuta Czech’s Flawed Methods, Lies and Deceptions in Her “Ausch-
witz Chronicle ” (Mattogno 2022).
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the Chronicle, with its many entries dealing with a broad variety of events, in search for
a specific transport. This can be very time-consuming, since the numbers were not al-
ways assigned chronologically. For instance, the numbers 20951-20986 were issued on
18 September 1941, while the subsequent numbers 20987-20992 were assigned only on
11 February 1942.

Since compilations of total figures are more important to most readers than the exact
date when a certain registration number was assigned, the statistically interesting aspect
of the Auschwitz inmates — transports and registrations, camp occupancy as well as mor-
tality — were not integrated into the chronological part of the present study, but set out in
tables in its second part. The list of registered inmates contained in it include all known
number series of all inmate categories (male and female) in a continuous sequence.

In the first, chronological part of this study, only the camp occupancy numbers of
such inmates were included that were considered unfit for labor and deployment, espe-
cially “inpatients”, “invalids” and “adolescents”. If we were to follow the orthodox Hol-
ocaust narrative, these inmates would have been the primary targets for homicidal gas-
sings, yet in the camp’s documents recalcitrantly ignored by Czech, these inmates are
listed consistently and steadily as very much alive.

One statistical aspect of the camp’s history neglected by Czech concerns the camp’s
occupancy, meaning the number of inmates present in the camp at any given time.
Czech‘s Chronicle only provides sketchy and very incomplete data about this, which are
scattered throughout her book. However, the documentation preserved on this aspect,
which is include in Part 2 of the present study, is much more comprehensive than what
Czech has quoted in this regard.

The same is true for the documentation on the registered inmates’ mortality, a topic
only superficially treated by Czech, who gives a few total figures here and there. This
aspect is covered in Part 2 in great detail. The introduction to this Part 2 contains more
detailed explanation on the methods and formats used to lay out this massive body of sta-
tistical data.?

The text of the documents listed in the present part (some 2,400) has been taken in
most cases from photocopies or electronic scans of the originals; the archival reference
for each document is given next to it in the outside margin. In a few cases, the source is a
book (containing photo reproduction or transcripts of documents), for which a brief ref-
erence pointing to this book’s bibliography is given. For completeness’s sake, all known
garrison and headquarters orders issued by the Auschwitz camp administration were also
integrated. The source for these orders is usually a source edition published by the Ger-
man Institute for Contemporary History (Institut flir Zeitgeschichte) in Munich (see
Frei).

Undated documents where we do not know the month and year when they were cre-
ated were not included; the most probable date of other documents where we know at
least the year, and in some cases also the month, have been included, but the date is set
in brackets.

2 The Italian original of Part 2 of the present study appeared as a separate volume with the title Auschwitz: Traspor-
ti, Forza, Mortalita. Effepi, Genoa, 2019.
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In case of very important documents, their entire text has been quoted. In other cases,
essential parts were quoted, while the rest has often been summarized.

The topics of the documents listed are diverse, but the main focus is on the documen-
tation of the sanitary and medical situation as well as the planning and construction of
the camp, and here especially of the crematories at Auschwitz-Birkenau. Only rarely in-
cluded are documents on the many satellite camps in the grater Auschwitz region.

This work does not claim to be complete, but it offers an enormous quantity of in-
formation — mainly from archives in Moscow (RGVA, GARF), Auschwitz (APMO) and
Warsaw (AGK), but also of radio messages intercepted by the British. This is therefore
an essential basis for further possible documental contributions in the future.
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1939

December “Site plan of the artillery barracks and stables south of Auschwitz
1939 (Oswigcim)”.

1940

April 1940

24. Order of the Reichsflihrer-SS with the subject “Responsibility in the Construction
Section of the Waffen-SS”.
“1) Planning and implementation of all constructions of the Waffen-SS is exclusively a
matter of the Main Office Budget and Constructions. [...]
4) The local construction supervisors are organs of the Main Office of Budget and
Construction. They are therefore exclusively subordinate (i.e., also in disciplinary
terms) to the Chief of the Main Office for Budget and Constructions. Therefore, the
construction managers are not allowed to take orders on construction measures from
other departments.”

30. “Statement of costs for the Auschwitz camp near Kattowitz,” prepared by SS-
Obersturmfihrer Seidler in Berlin. Included in it are 30 items:
“1. 2300 running m. electr. wire fence
2. 2300 " camp wall
3. installation of a prisoners’ kitchen in Building No. 56
4. installation of a prisoner laundry with heating and hot water in Building No. 54
5. installation of a prisoners’ quarter in Buildings 43 and 44
6. new construction of a cell building
7. new construction of a main guardhouse
8. new construction of a block-leader building
9. new construction of 6 watchtowers
10. new construction of pump house incl. water supply system
11. installation of a prisoners’ bath in Building 41
12. new crematorium
13. installation of delousing facility in Building No. 42
14. installation of the prisoners’ barber shop in Building No. 44
15. repair of Building No. 16 as headquarters
16. installation of the SS infirmary in Building no. 23
17. new building headquarters administration building
18. new building headquarters utility building
19. new construction of SS bath, storage and barbershop building
20. repair of the building for the SS guard block
21. new construction of a headquarters’ garage
22. drainage system
23. irrigation system
24. structural repair of 19 accommodation buildings (3-15, 17-22)
25. structural repair of 18 accommodation buildings (27, 28, 29-31, 33-37, 61-68 and
58)
26. structural repair of Building no. 68 as storage
27. reconstruction of Building No. 52 as a workshop building
28. for road and square paving
29. for outdoor lighting

APMO, BW 2/1,

15

Neg. No. 20954/7.

RGVA, 502-1-9,
250.

p.

RGVA, 502-1-176,

pp. 37-38.



16

THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — MAY 1940

30. for wiring and transformer station and backup generator.”
Total costs: 2,000,000 RM.

May 1940

25

3.

Letter from the company J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction
Office of Auschwitz CC with the subject “Crematorium, cremation furnace”.

“In the next few days, you will receive a foundation plan for the oil-fired double-
muffle furnace, according to which you will want to have the concrete foundation
made. Then in about 14 days our fitters will arrive to start the construction of the fur-
nace. Please let us know what the exact shipping address is.”

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction Office Ausch-
witz CC with the subject “Cremation furnace”.

“We received your above message and inform you that we have provided the motors
for three-phase 380-volt operating voltage. You want to obtain the necessary cables
for a three-phase motor of 1.5 hp power. The third motor, which is intended for the oil
burner, will not be installed. ”

June 1940

3.

10.

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to SS New Construction Office Auschwitz
CC with the subject “Cremation furnace, ash urns etc.”.

“To put the crematorium into operation, you will still need ash urns, a labeling device
for the urn lids, and fireclay tokens. We assume that for the time being you will make
do with 500 ash capsules and fireclay tokens in the same quantity and recommend that
you place your order now, as a delivery time of 6 weeks is required for the above ma-
terial quantities.”

The Topf Company offers:

“500 pieces of ash urns DIN format, made of black plate, with black plate lid, at the
price of RM 675.--

500 pieces of fireclay markers with consecutive number 1 — 500, at the price of RM
65.--

1 labeling device, consisting of the wooden setting box and the wrought-iron device,
including the types for labeling, i.e. complete, at the price of RM 150.--.”

The Chief of Office 11-Construction of the Main Office of Budget and Construc-
tion informs the SS New Construction Office of Auschwitz:

“After saving iron, sealing materials, skilled workers, etc. to the greatest possible ex-
tent, no hydrogen-cyanide but hot-air delousing facilities are to be built in the future
(Chief of Army Armament and Commander of the Reserve Army). These facilities are
to be set up in existing buildings. ”

For disinfestation, the air temperature must be 80°C, for disinfection 100°C.

In Headquarters” Order No. 1/40, camp commandant Rudolf Hdss points out that
the well and tap water is not potable. He sets the working hours of the Auschwitz
CC offices, announces the exact postal address of the camp, and declares that ra-
dio messages must be approved before being sent. He establishes a patrol service,
introduces vacation and curfew rules, and forbids SS members under his com-
mand to stay in all hospitality establishments in Auschwitz except the “German
House.” In addition, three commandeerings (transfers of SS members) and one
business trip are reported.

J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt. Construction drawing D 57253 for SS New Construc-
tion Office Auschwitz CC on “Coke-fired cremation furnace and foundation
plan”.

RGVA, 502-1-327,
p. 231,

RGVA, 502-1-327,
p. 229.

RGVA, 502-1-327,
pp. 226-227.

RGVA, 502-1-333,
p. 145,

Frei, pp. 3-5

BAK, NS 4/ Mau-
thausen 54.
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1.

13.

15.

16.

20.

27.

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Crematorium, cremation furnace”.
“Enclosed please find drawing D 57253 [...] The chimney will have a cross-section of
50/50 cm and a height of 10-14 m. [...] The construction time is approx. 14 days, and
unskilled workers are to be provided by the customer. [...] Instead of the planned oil
firing, 2 coke generators will be added according to your superior department. For
this reason, the delivery date is delayed, because various parts still have to be re-
built.”

Letter from the “Imperial Office for Industrial Fat Supplies” to the SS Construc-
tion Office of Auschwitz ordering 7 barrels of standard varnish and 2 barrels of
linseed-oil varnish. Request for information about the surface to be painted and
the type of use.

Telegram from SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the J.A. Topf &
Sons company, Erfurt:

“Plant cremation furnace extremely urgent -- requested construction materials avail-
able.”

Telegram from SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the J.A. Topf &
Sons company, Erfurt:
“Accommodation and meals for the fitters locally possible. ”

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report of 14 to 20 June
1940,” by SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter, Construction Manager, to the
Headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. management.

“Preliminary designs were prepared and completed for a crematory building.”

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Crematorium, cremation furnace”.

The company acknowledges receipt of the two telegrams from the SS New Con-
struction Office dated June 15 and 16 and states,

“that our fitters will arrive there in the middle of the next week, and will begin con-
struction of the furnace. We ask you to provide our fitters with enough helpers to com-
plete the furnace in 16 days.”

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report of 21 to 27 June
1940,” by SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter, Construction Manager, to the
Headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. management.

July 1940

1.

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Crematorium, cremation furnace”.
“Following up on our letter of 20 June ‘40, we inform you that the wagon with the
iron materials left our plant today.”

17

RGVA, 502-1-327,
p. 224,

RGVA, 502-1-76,
p. 79.

RGVA, 502-1-327,
p. 228.

RGVA, 502-1-327,
p. 222.

RGVA, 502-1-214,
pp. 102-103.

RGVA, 502-1-327,
p. 221.

RGVA, 502-1-214,
pp. 100-101.

RGVA, 502-1-327,
p. 220.
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12.

20.

22,

26.
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Army High Command. “Type Sheet 260/9 (OKH) collapsible and relocatable RGVA, 502-2-93,
horse stable.” Construction drawing of a horse stable barrack. Longitudinal view  p. 30.
and ground plan. Dimensions: 40.76 m x 9.56 m.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report of 21 June to 4 July RGVA, 502-1-214,
1940,” by SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter, Construction Manager, to the P 97.
Headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. management.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report of 5 to 11 July RGVA, 502-1-214,
1940,” by SS-Untersturmfiinrer August Schlachter, Construction Manager, to the ~ pp- 98-99.
Headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. management.

Headquarters Order No. 3/40 prohibits the keeping of dogs in the CC. It is pointed Frei, pp. 5f.
out that only those motorists may drive a vehicle who have been assigned to that

vehicle. Due to negligence, it is explained that vehicles leaving the camp are to be

stopped and checked extensively, especially for prisoners who may be hiding and

trying to escape. Two commandeerings are carried out.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report of 12 to 18 July RGVA, 502-1-214,
1940,” by SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter, Construction Manager, to the ~ p- 96.
Headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. Review and payment of invoices etc.

In Headquarters Order No. 4/40 we read, among other things:

“1. Camp visits

Despite repeated warnings, it has happened again and again recently that members of
the SS have taken female visitors into the camp or into the mess hall. I would like to
point out once again that it is forbidden for all SS leaders, sub-leaders and men of the
Auschwitz CC, without exception, to take any visitors into the camp or into the mess
hall.”

“6. photographing in the camp.

I call your attention once again to the fact that taking photographs in the camp area
without my permission is forbidden. Violators will be severely punished by me in the
future.”

The order also reports two commandeerings, a business trip (transfer of three SS
men to Breslau for pre-trial detention) and the punishment (strict reprimand) of an
SS man for negligently letting vehicles in and out of the camp. The curfew rules
are changed, and office hours are set for evacuation matters.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 19 to 25 July =~ RGVA, 502-1-214,
1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter to p. 95.
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the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.
Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

[28] Telegram from SS New Construction Office Auschwitz to the J.A. Topf & Sons

29.

30.

company, Erfurt.
“Send by express compressed-air blower with forced-draft device, generator lids, in-
troduction cart and rails, rollers for smoke-duct damper.”

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Crematorium, cremation furnace”.

“We had already informed our fitter, Mr. Koch, that the introduction cart and the rails
had arrived for shipment last Saturday. The compressed-air blower, the forced-draft
device and the other fittings will leave our factory tomorrow by express delivery.”

Circular letter of Construction-Industry Trade Union — IG Gleiwitz. The Chief
President of the Pricing Office in Breslau has issued a new regulation on daily
wage supplements for the administrative district of Kattowitz. The regulations al-
so apply to the civilian companies later employed at Auschwitz.

With Headquarters Order No. 5/40 Hdss specifies his representative during a
business trip (Ostuf. Fritzsch), announces a transfer, orders details on escorting
prisoners on their way to work, repeats the need to submit motor-vehicle requests
no later than the day before, promulgates a regulation on the registration of ser-
vice awards in various documents, reminds that social intercourse with Poles is
forbidden, and forbids SS members to speak Polish or Czech except in unavoida-
ble cases.

August 1940

6.

10.

1.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 26 July to 1
August 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 2 to 8 August
1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfihrer August Schlachter to
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

Postcard of prisoner No. 290 Wiestaw Kielar to his father. On the edge of the
postcard the postal order is printed:

“Auschwitz Concentration Camp.

The following orders are to be observed in correspondence with prisoners:

1.) Each protective-custody prisoner may receive mail from and send mail to his rela-
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tives twice a month. Letters to prisoners must be written legibly in ink and may contain
only two pages of 15 lines each. Envelopes must be unlined. Only 1 stamp of 12 pf. or
6 pf. may be enclosed in a letter. Anything else is prohibited. Postcards have 10 lines.
Photographs may not be used as mail.

2) Money is allowed only by postal money order.

3) Care must be taken that, for money or mail items, the exact address, consisting of:
Name, date of birth, and inmate number, must be written on the items. If the address is
incorrect, the mail will be returned to the sender or destroyed.

4) Newspapers are permitted but may only be ordered through the Auschwitz CC post
office.

5) Packages may not be sent, since prisoners can buy anything in the camp.

6) Requests for release from protective custody to the camp administration are futile.
7.) Permission to speak with and visits prisoners in the concentration camp is general-
ly not granted.

The camp commandant. ”

[15] SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Control slip for the J.A. Topf &

Sons company, Erfurt”.

“The local construction office confirms that the installation work of the cremation fur-
nace was completed on August 15, 1940. The trial cremation of the first corpse took
place on the same day.”

16. Headquarters Order No. 6/40 announces a comradeship evening, prohibits all SS
members who are not on duty with prisoners or who do not have a headquarters
note on their camp 1D card from entering the protective-custody camp, specifies
details for guard units escorting prisoners to and from work; reports five com-
mandeerings and two punishments of SS members.

17. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 9 to 15 Au-
gust 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter
to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

“The entire crematorium building, including the actual incineration plant, was com-
pleted, so that the first incineration could be carried out at the end of the reporting
week.”

31. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 22 to 30 Au-
gust 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter
to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:
1. construction site operations
2. purchase of materials
3. planning
4., accounting.
September 1940
10. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 31 August to

6 September 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations
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12.

14.

16.

18.

19.

21.

28.

2. purchase of materials
3. planning
4. accounting.

In a special commandant’s order, Hoss forbids SS members to buy food because
of hoarding. Food is to be obtained exclusively from the mess hall.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 7 to 13 Sep-
tember 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

Letter from the SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the Main Office for
Budget and Construction, Office 11, with the subject “Invoice from the Topf com-
pany, Erfurt”.

“Enclosed is the invoice received here from the Topf company, Erfurt, for the con-
struction of an Incineration plant at Auschwitz CC. The incinerator is completely fin-
ished and has been in operation for weeks. Since no defects of the plant are known,
nothing should stand in the way of full payment for the plant.”

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Delivery of a cremation furnace”.

The Topf company demanded full payment for the plant in the amount of RM
10,679, but at least an advance payment of RM 9,000. The demand of at least
9,000 RM is repeated on September 23, 1940 and again on September 30.

A special headquarters order announces that SS men and NCOs are forbidden by
decree to carry weapons off duty within Germany, and further:

“Following this excerpt, it is noted that | will severely punish anyone, without regard
to rank or person, who once again fires a pistol or rifle without being in self-defense

or under physical attack.”

In addition, the unauthorized conversion of assigned structures is prohibited.

A headquarters special order explains how headquarters supervisors can be
reached at night.

Letter from the SS garrison physician Auschwitz to the Auschwitz CC headquar-
ters with the subject “Crematorium”.

“It proves to be urgently necessary to continue developing the dissection room of the
crematorium so that it can be put into use as soon as possible. In cases of deaths
whose causes are not clear, dissections should be carried out, especially in cases of
shootings and deaths caused by external violence. It is requested that the following de-
ficiencies in the dissection room be remedied.

1) Lack of hot and cold running water. [...]

8.) A dissection table, also provisionally built of wood, and wooden grates for the en-
tire floor.”

Headquarters Order No. 6a/40 explains under what circumstances the delivery
and collection of weapons to or from checkrooms and storage places is permitted
or forbidden. Attention is drawn to the fact that the delivery of construction mate-
rial and tools is forbidden without written permission from the construction of-
fice. The daily working hours of the prisoners are set at 7:00-11:30 and 13:00-
17:00 (8% hrs.) as of 6 Oct. 1940. The members of the headquarters staff are giv-
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en temporary housing in the camp. In addition, two commandeerings are reported.

October 1940

1,

1.

“Construction projects as of October 1, 1940 of the SS New Construction Office ~ RGVA, 502-1-239,
Auschwitz CC.” Completion rates of construction works. p. 10
“Crematorium construction and extension by a double furnace, ventilation system un-

der construction, 7% completed. ”

Letter from the SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the J.A. Topf & RGVA, 502-1-
Sons company, Erfurt, with the subject “Payment on account.” 327,p.211.
The SS New Construction Office informs that “the invoice documents have been

forwarded to Main Office Budget and Construction, Berlin-Lichterfelde West,

Unter den Eichen 129.”

Letter from the SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the SS garrison RGVA, 502-1-327,
physician with the subject “Crematorium,” referring to his letter of September 28. p-212.

“The SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC gives the following answers to re-

quests 1 — 8 for deficiencies in the dissection room of the crematorium:

To 1.) Running cold water will be installed in the next few days. The order was already

placed with the prisoner fitter s shop on 27 Sept. 40. A hot water system is also

planned. [...]

To 8.) A dissection table is also part of the furnishings and cannot be built or procured

by the construction office, however, the construction office is prepared to manufacture

a provisional one, and asks for a written request for this, also for wooden grates. ”

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 14 September RGVA, 502-1-214,
to 4 October 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiinrer August pp. 85-86.
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

The company Friedrich Boos begins work on the heating system.

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction RGVA, 502-1-327,
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Cremation furnace, our offer No. 40/897”.  pp. 209-210.
“We refer to the conversation which took place today between your Mr. Unter-
scharfiihrer Urbanczyk and our Mr. Chief Engineer Prifer, and enclose a copy of our
cost estimate of 17 April 1940 concerning
Delivery of a coke-fired Topf cremation furnace with double muffle and compressed
air system and
1 Topf draft booster system.
Furthermore, we have a cost estimate for:
11 pes. fireclay grate bricks and
200 kg of monolithic ramming mix.
In accordance with your request, these materials will leave by express delivery tomor-
row or the day after, as soon as we receive a railway-owned container.”

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction RGVA, 502-1-327,
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Cremation furnace, — our order No. 40 D P- 208.

9457,

The company informs about the total price of 11 pieces of molded fireclay grate

bricks and 200 kg of Monolit ramming mass: 146 RM.
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14. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 6 to 14 Octo-
ber 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter
to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations
2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

28. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 16 to 28 Oc-
tober 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter
to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

“The Boos company installed the new boilers in Buildings 52 and 54, and put the old
heating system into operation, so that both buildings can now be heated. ”

November 1940

1. Letter from the Inspector of the Concentration Camps, SS-Oberflihrer Richard
Glucks, to the camp commandants of seven concentration camps, including
Auschwitz, with the subject “Training of prisoner bricklayers.”

“The construction work envisaged for the concentration camps, etc., demands that
a larger number of prisoner bricklayers be trained as soon as possible.”
Guidelines are issued in this regard.

4. Letter from Main Office Budget and construction, Chief of Office I, to SS New
Construction Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Invoicing”. Office | was un-
able to settle the invoice from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, dated Au-
gust 27, 1940, in the amount of RM 10,283, “since an invoice from the above-
mentioned company has not been received to date.”

5. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 29 October to
1 November 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations
2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

7. Letter from the SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the J.A. Topf &
Sons company, Erfurt, with the subject “Incineration plant at Auschwitz CC”.
“The present utilization of the incineration plant you have set up here has shown that
the plant is too small after all. The SS New Construction Office intends to double the
size of the incineration plant and requests that one of your gentlemen be ordered to
Auschwitz to discuss the expansion so that the details can be discussed on the spot.
The visit to Auschwitz is to be announced in good time. ”

9. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 1 to 8 No-

vember 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.
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18.

22,

27.
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Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations
2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Your letter of 7.11.40, Incineration Plant
at Auschwitz CC, our inquiry no. 40/999”.

“From your aforementioned letter, which we received on the 10th of the month, we
were able to gather that the incineration plant there is too small at present, and that
you intend to build another plant.

Our chief engineer Prifer will therefore visit you there next Tuesday, the 19th of this
month, in order to go over the details with you on the spot. Mr. Priifer will bring with
him the necessary cost estimate for the delivery of a new furnace and the necessary
drawings.”

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Your letter of 7 Nov. 40, incineration plant
in CC, our offer No. 40/999”.

“Enclosed we are sending you a cost estimate for:

1 coke-fired Topf double muffle furnace with compressed air system.

Since we assume that this furnace will be connected to the same chimney of the present
crematorium, there is no need for the new purchase of another draft-booster device,
since this is sufficient for the alternate operation of one or the other furnace. Also,
both furnaces can be operated with this system. ”

The accompanying “cost estimate,” also dated 13 Nov. 1940, lists the components
of the device and provides for a cost of RM 7,753, including the installation of the
furnace.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 9 to 16 No-
vember 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

Letter from the SS New Construction Office to the Main Office for Budget and
Construction, Office Il C 2, with the subject “Extension of the Crematorium”.
“The past operation of the crematorium has shown that even in the relatively good
season the furnace device with 2 chambers is too small; the headquarters, as well as
the Political Department, have approached the SS New Construction Office, and have
urgently requested the expansion of the device by 2 chambers. The SS New Construc-
tion Office then contacted the Topf & Sons Erfurt company, which also built the first
plant. The extension of the plant was discussed on the spot with Mr. Priifer, chief engi-
neer of Topf & Sons, and the extension can be carried out under favorable conditions.
The price for the extension with 2 chambers is RM 7753.

Since the extension of the crematorium is an urgent necessity, the SS New Construc-
tion Office asks for approval of the construction and approval of the above costs. ”

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 17 to 27 No-
vember 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:
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1. construction site operations
2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

28. Headquarters Order No. 9/40 reports two commandeerings and one transfer, and
reminds that SS men are forbidden to hand prisoners objects through the camp
fence (here clothing for repair). The theft of service bicycles and bicycle parts is
deplored, and prosecution threatened for it.

30. J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, “Re.: SS New Construction Office, Auschwitz CC —
Crematorium”. Drawing No. D 57999. The following rooms are mentioned: dis-
section room, furnace room, morgue, and coke storage.

December 1940

5. Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Crematorium”.
The Topf company encloses drawing D 57999 showing the new installation.
“The fireclay and insulating materials are on their way to there, and we hope that the
cast- and wrought-iron fittings will also be ready for shipment by the 20th of that
month. After the materials arrive, we will then send an installer to you there immedi-
ately.”

9. Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Ventilation system for morgue cells and
dissecting room, our offer No. 40/1096”.

“We politely refer to the meeting which took place on the 19th of March between your
dear Mr. Oberscharfiihrer and Deputy Construction Manager Urbanczek [sic] and our
Mr. Chief Engineer Prifer, and send you enclosed the offer for the

ventilation system for the morgue cells and for the dissecting room.

For the dissecting room we have provided a 10-fold air exchange, and for the morgue
cells a 20-fold air exchange. With this air exchange rate, a good ventilation of the
rooms is achieved. We would like to point out, however, that, above all, fresh air must
be supplied through windows or other openings for the morgue cells. For the dis-
charge of the exhaust air we recommend a brick chimney with a minimum height of 10
m above the ground.”

The delivery was scheduled in about 3 months. The corresponding cost estimate,
also dated December 9, 1940, lists the components of the plant:

1 blower No. 450 for conveying 6000 cbm of exhaust air per hour against a total
pressure of 25 mm water column, 1 three-phase motor for 220/380 volts, 1 star-
delta switch, and 1 exhaust air pipe. Price, including assembly of the plant, RM
1,784.

10. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 28 November
to 7 December 1940,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations
2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4., accounting.
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1941

January 1941

5. Intwo special headquarters orders, instructions are given for the regulated use of

10.

13.

15.

prisoners and horse-drawn vehicles for work.

Political Department, request to the workshops, order no. 8m BW 11: <100 pieces
of urn boxes.”

Letter from the SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the J.A. Topf &
Sons company, Erfurt, with the subject “Extension of the crematorium at Ausch-
witz CC U/S”.

“The SS New Construction Office has already informed you by telegraph that the first
furnace has already become defective as a result of heavy use and can therefore no
longer be fully utilized. It is therefore urgent that the expansion of the plant be started.
You are requested to telegraph when you will begin preliminary work on the extension
plant.”

Request from the Political Department to the workshops, order no. 8m BW 11:
“Manufacture 25 urn boxes.”

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 20 December
1940 to 10 January 1941, by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer Au-
gust Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Crematorium”.

“We hereby confirm your telegram: ‘First furnace defective, new furnace urgently
needed...”. [...]

As we were able to learn from our subcontractor, all materials required for furnace
construction have already been dispatched and must have arrived there in the mean-
time. Our iron materials are expected to be shipped in the middle of next week, as the
parts cannot be dispatched due to the freight ban currently in place. [...]

As it appears from your wire message, the first furnace installation is defective. If you
would like a mechanic to repair the furnace, please let us know by telegraph. We will
then be happy to send our fitter, Mr. Koch, to that location for a charge.”

Telegram from the SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the J.A. Topf &
Sons company, Erfurt.

“Monolith grates and interior walls burned through. Send fitter with spare parts im-
mediately.”

The J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, Dept. D, sends the SS New Construction
Office Auschwitz CC an estimate of costs “concerning the provision of fitters for
the crematorium, our order no. 41 D 73.”

A special headquarters order prohibits SS men and NCOs from drinking alcoholic
beverages while on duty.
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17.

18.

20.

21.

21.

25.

27.
29.

The J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, shipped to the SS New Construction Of-
fice the “Parts for cremation furnace, 2 m.[uffles]”, order no. 40 D 263, 1090,
892. Total weight 3,193 kg.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 11 to 18 Janu-
ary 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter
to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

With a special headquarters order, the listing of all SS members of the various de-
partments is requested, stating who among them has a university-entrance diplo-
ma.

The company J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, send to the SS New Construction Office
Auschwitz CC “2 cement counterweights with eyelet,” weight 82 kg.

Letter from the SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the J.A. Topf &
Sons company, Erfurt, with the subject “Crematorium extension”.

“The SS New Construction Office Auschwitz encloses a drawing which you may wish
to use for the following explanations. The second induction cart must be delivered as
soon as possible, since the column in question cannot be removed for constructional
reasons. The creation of an urn space changes the morgue space, as indicated by the
blue line in the drawing. The blower with motor is to be placed in the urn room. The
creation of the urn room results in the change for the duct of the suction air device.
Furthermore, it is desired to connect the furnace room to the ventilation system. The
aforementioned change was discussed with your fitters on the spot. You can accept the
order for the suction air device. [...] Furthermore, 2 generator lids are to be delivered

as soon as possible for the repair work, since the old ones are completely burned out. ”

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 19 to 25 Janu-
ary 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter
to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

The commissioning of a shower facility with opening hours is announced with a
special headquarters order.

A circular also states:

“It is intended to prepare a book on the construction of the Auschwitz concentration
camp. In order to complete the collection of photographs required for this purpose, all
SS members of Auschwitz Concentration Camp shall submit photographs of the local
camp and its surroundings taken by them to the headquarters, marked with their
names and troop affiliation. Suitable pictures will be paid for, unsuitable pictures will
be returned.”

Moreover, clothing unfit for field service is to be handed in for exchange.

A special headquarters order announces training for the headquarters staff.

The J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, thanks the SS New Construction Office
Auschwitz CC for the order of “1 second coffin introduction cart with push-in de-
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vice, at the price of RM 680.--.” and “2 cast-iron generator lids with insulating
caps, at the price of RM 180.--.”

February 1941

1.

10.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 26 January to  RGVA, 502-1-214,
1 February 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August p.72.
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

“In the crematorium, the concrete of the foundations for the new furnace was cast, and

the new partition wall made of insulating bricks was erected. The installation of the

new incinerator was started.”

The J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, sends the SS New Construction Office RGVA, 502-1-312,
Auschwitz CC a cost estimate for “1 ventilation system for corpse and dissection ~ Pp- 123-128.
room,

1 ventilation system for furnace room.”

Parts of the first plant:

“Blower No. 450 for conveying 6000 cbm of exhaust air per hour against a total pres-

sure of 25 mm water column.”

Three-phase motor for 220/380 volts;

Star-delta switch;

Exhaust-air piping.”

Parts of the second plant:

“Blower No. 300 for conveying 3000 chm of exhaust air per hour against a total pres-

sure of 15 mm water column.”

Three-phase motor for 220/380 volts;

Star-delta switch;

Exhaust air pipe.

Discharge connection for connecting the blower discharge opening with the masonry

exhaust duct. ”

Total price: RM 757.

Political Department, order no. 33 to workshops: “Urgently 100 pieces of urn RGVA, 502-2-1, p.
boxes.” 46.

A special headquarters order governs the procedures for submitting Sunday leave  Frei, pp. 20f.
requests.

A special headquarters order requests reports of stolen or lost parcels for investi-  Frei, pp. 21f.
gation, and threatens SS members with punishment if they tamper with local Jews
because they fail to salute, since Jews have no duty to salute.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 2 to 8 Febru-  RGVA, 502-1-214,
ary 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter ~ pp. 71-71a.

to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

“Work continued at the crematorium to complete the new incinerator. ”
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1.

12.

13.

15.

17.

Letter from the prisoner infirmary, camp doctor Auschwitz CC, to the SS Con- RGVA, 502-1-342,
struction Office: p. 4.

“The luminosity and heating power of the installations in the inmate infirmary

connected to the current [electric] network is subject to great fluctuations. This of-

ten has a very disturbing effect during surgeries, etc.

Since after installation of the X-ray device a line with voltage fluctuations is inade-

quate, it is requested that the connection be changed. ”

File memo on an official trip to Auschwitz and Chielmek. This concerns an opera- 1SD, 82347155-58
tion for the purpose of procuring housing for Reich German officials and employ-

ees as well as the evacuation of the resident population, including Jewish inhabit-

ants, of whom those capable of work are to be placed at the disposal of SS-

Oberfiuihrer Schmelt. The memo deals under b) with the compilation of the evacu-

ation transports from Brzeszcze, Plawy and Harmense, under ¢) with measures for

the implementation of the transports, under e) with the loss of taxes due to the

removal of the houses standing on the area where the concentration camp is to be

built. Then there is a report on the visit of the shoe factory “Bata” in Chielmek.

Political Department, order no. 35 to workshops: “100 pieces of urn boxes [sic].” RGVA, 502-2-1, p.
45,

I.G. Farbenindustrie A.G. “Buna Works Project — Auschwitz branch.” NI-11782.
“5.) Labor Deployment:

Auschwitz and the communities belonging to the district comprise, according to the
district commissar there, 25500 inhabitants, of whom 11200 are in Auschwitz itself.
The ethnic composition is very poor. In total, only 2000 ethnic Germans are said to
live there, but only a few of them speak German. In Auschwitz, 7000 Jews are grouped
together, while the rest of the population is Polish. The labor output of the Poles is de-
scribed by all technical authorities as very low. The entire area belongs to Evacuation
Zone |, from which all Jews and Poles are to be evacuated by 1 April 42. The town of
Auschwitz and the villages make a very dirty and neglected impression. For the most
part, the typical Galician wooden huts are to be found in the villages. Only a small
part of the residential buildings will be able to be used to house the population to be
settled there.”

A special headquarters order threatens SS members with punishment if they re- Frei, p. 22
quest food stamps at railroad stations during their Sunday vacation.

Letter from the SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the J.A. Topf & RGVA, 502-1-312,
Sons company, Erfurt, with the subject “Crematorium ventilation system”. p-121.

“The SS New Construction Office Auschwitz has your drawing ‘Crematorium Ausch-

witz ventilation system’, but does not agree with the discharge of the exhaust gases in-

to a new chimney yet to be built. It is therefore requested that the project be reworked

so that the exhaust air is directed into the existing chimney. The proposed modification

is to be submitted to here as soon as possible, and any price adjustments are to be

communicated.”

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 9 to 15 Febru- RGVA, 502-1-214,
ary 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter ~ pp. 70-70a.

to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

“At the crematorium, the new incinerator has been completed except for some minor

finishing work. ”
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24,

25.

28.

THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — MARCH 1941

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 16 to 22 Feb-
ruary 1941, by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter
to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

“The new crematorium incinerator was completed. ”

The SS New Construction Office sends a cost estimate to the J.A. Topf & Sons
company, Erfurt, for “Ventilation system”, offer 41/191.

Components of the system:

“Blower No. 550 for conveying 8600 cbm of exhaust air per hour against a total pres-
sure of 30 mm water column.”

Three-phase motor;

Motor circuit breaker;

Star-delta switch;

Wrought-iron console;

Exhaust-air piping;

discharge nozzle.”

Price: RM 1,884 + 596 for installation of the equipment.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC Crematorium. J.A. Topf & Sons Er-
furt, ventilation system. Drawing No. D 58052.

Construction drawing of the ventilation system for the crematorium of the main
camp (dissection room, furnace room, morgue). The blower is placed next to the
chimney and directs the exhaust air into the chimney. In the accompanying letter,
which bears the same date, the Topf company states:

“As requested, we have directed the exhaust air into the existing flue-gas stack. The
blower is installed elevated on a wrought-iron structure. ”

A special headquarters order announces the closure of the upper floor of the
headquarters for construction.

On the occasion of the upcoming visit of Heinrich Himmler, a special headquar-
ters order gives behavioral instructions to create a good impression.

March 1941

1.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 23 Feb. to 1
March 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfuhrer August
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4., accounting.

“At the crematorium, work was completed on the new incinerator, a temporary deaer-
ation was connected to the exhaust duct, and everything was maintenance. ”

Letter from the Plenipotentiary General for Special Issues of Chemical Production
to I.G. Farbenindustrie AG, Ludwigshafen.

“At my request and on the instructions of the Reich Marshal, the Reichsflihrer SS has
issued the following order on February 26 of this year:

1.) The Jews in Auschwitz are to be resettled as quickly as possible, their dwellings are

RGVA, 502-1-214,
pp. 69-69a.

RGVA, 502-1-327,
pp. 195-199.

RGVA, 502-1-327,
pp. 191-192; ibid.,
pp. 193-194

Frei, pp. 22f.

Frei, pp. 23f.

RGVA, 502-1-214,
pp. 67-67a.

NI-11086.
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12.

13.

15.

17.

to be vacated and secured for accommodation of the construction workers of the Buna
works.

2) No Poles who might be considered as workers or construction workers for the Buna
works are to be expelled from the area of Auschwitz. ”

This date marks the beginning of the first of at least 25 X-ray books of the prison-
er infirmary of Auschwitz CC. It consists of 49 pages divided into 5 columns
without headings and containing the consecutive number, the prisoner’s number,
the prisoner’s first and last name, the type of examination (e.g., “fluoroscopy,” “x-
ray”), and the medical diagnosis.

X-ray Book No. 1 extends from March 5 to June 24, 1941, and contains entries
numbered 1 through 875.

The surviving X-ray books contain the names of 34,876 prisoners.

A special headquarters order forbids entering the village of Brzeszcze.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 3 to 8 March
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter to
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

A special headquarters order provides instructions on how to handle construction
orders and material requests directed to construction office.

Letter from the SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the Topf company,
Erfurt, with the subject “Ventilation system for crematorium”.

“The SS New Construction Office hereby awards you the supply and installation of a
ventilation system for the crematorium here on the basis of your offer of 24 Feb., and
requests that the delivery or implementation be reduced to the shortest possible deliv-
ery time.”

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 10 to 15
March 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. purchase of materials

3. planning

4. accounting.

Letter from the leader of inmate deployment, SS-Untersturmfiihrer Heinrich
Schwarz, to the head of Main department 1/5. Main Office Budget and Construc-
tion, with the subject “Monthly Report of Field Office 1/5.”

“Special Occurrences:

On 1 March 41, 3:30 p.m., the Reichsfiihrer SS and Chief of the German Police ar-
rived at Auschwitz CC. The Reichsfuhrer SS was very satisfied with the progress and
the work done in the Au. CC, which had been noted during the inspection by the
Reichsfiihrer SS accompanied by the inspector of the concentration camps, SS-
Oberfiihrer Glicks, and expressed to the Commandant of Au. CC, SS-Sturmbannfihrer
Hdss, his fullest appreciation. [...]

Nutritional condition:

The rations of the prisoners have improved considerably during the month of Febru-
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APMO, D-Aul-5/1.
ISD, folder 67f.

Frei, p. 24

RGVA, 502-1-214,
pp. 66-66a.

Frei, pp. 24f.
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p. 188.

RGVA, 502-1-214,
pp. 65-65a.

GARF, 7021-108-
32, pp. 28-30.
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ary. Various partial rations have been increased. Individual prisoner detachments are
receiving the heavy laborer’s allowance. The preparation of meals is clean and fault-
less. Before moving out in the morning, additional warm soup is given to the outside
commandos.

Prisoner kitchen:

A 9-meter extension is added to the prisoners’ kitchen as a room for potato peelers
and vegetable cleaners. The extension is nearing completion. An electric cooling ma-
chine was put into operation for the cold storage room on February 10, which now en-
sures proper storage of fat and meat.

Prisoners are housed in the infirmary and sanitary blocks. [The right margin of the
sheet is partially damaged.]

The first 1000 beds arrived from Troppau at the end of February, with more to follow.
Some of these have been given their first coat of paint. In two recuperation blocks, 350
beds are already installed. The recuperation blocks will also receive bedsteads, all of
which will be built up on three levels. Through this measure, space has been gained,
which results in a [...] distribution and accommodation of the prisoners [...]. Straw
sacks have been provided, a thorough delousing [and dis]infection of the rooms and
linen has been carried out [...] appropriate feeding of the sick prisonersis [...] in
progress.”

Eight more paragraphs follow.

“Evacuation:

All persons from Oswiecim — Birkenau — Harmenze — Bor — Plawi — Babice — Pro-
sckowitz — Klutschnitckowicz — Stare Stawi — Raysko — Budy — Jawischowitz —
Skitschin — Denkendorf registered according to nationality.

2 transports with 800 Poles and 250 Jews each have already been deported to the
General Government. Since a new situation has arisen as a result of the halting of the
evacuation trains to the General Government, internal resettlement must now be car-
ried out in the interest of the setup, drainage and construction of the entire camp area.
This work continues under the supervision and orders of the commandant and the
working staff of the Au.”

. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 17 to 22 RGVA, 502-1-214,
March 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August pp. 65b-65¢.
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. Planning

V. accounting.

. Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction RGVA, 502-1-312,
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Deaeration system crematorium, your let-  P. 118.

ter of 15 March 41, our order no. 41 D 414/15”.

“We thank you for the order placed with us for the delivery of a ventilation system for

the morgue cells and the furnace room. We have accepted the order on the basis of our

cost estimate of 24.2.41 and its conditions at a total price of RM 2,480.”

. Headquarters Order 1/41 orders a bi-weekly meeting of all department heads, re-  Frei, p. 25
minds that business trips must be approved by Inspection CC, and advises SS
members with many children of their right to child allowances.

. Aspecial headquarters order announces the testing of a new alarm siren. Frei, p. 26

. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 24 to 28 RGVA, 502-1-214,
March 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August pp. 64-64a.



THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 33

Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.
Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. planning

V. accounting.

30. Dr. Ing. Hans Stosberg — Architect. “Auschwitz. Explanation of the spatial plan-  APK, Land
ning sketch”. PIGo/S 467, pp.
“[...] Population: The present state of the population in the Auschwitz area (regional ~ 197-206.
district) gives the following picture:

Auschwitz town 12500 (of which 7000 Jews).

Babitz 2500

Birkenau 4500

Broskowitz 400

Dwory 2200

Monowice 1200

Stare-Stawy 750

altogether about 25000 (the number of ethnic Germans is negligible)

Population planning: According to the importance of the situation, the future planning
is based on 35500 inhabitants plus two reserve areas with 11500 inhabitants, so that a
total of 47000 inhabitants can be reached ”.

A detailed report follows.

April 1941

2. Letter from the SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the J.A. Topf & RGVA, 502-1-312,
Sons company, Erfurt, with the subject “Second furnace plant”. p. 113.
“The SS New Construction Office Auschwitz confirms today ’s telegram and informs
you again that the 2nd furnace plant has too little draft, so that the incineration cannot
be carried out completely. Therefore the plant had to be suspended, and you want to
immediately send a mechanic here for repair.”

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction RGVA, 502-1-312,
Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Cremation furnace”. pp. 115-116.

“We received your telegram today, reading ‘Second furnace has no draft, immediately

send fitter here”.”

Topf cannot send a fitter, but the problem can be solved in another way.

“It should be noted that both furnaces are connected to one forced-draft system. By its

nature, Furnace 2, which is farthest from the forced-draft system, will get slightly less

draft when both furnaces are running at the same time. The draft must therefore be

controlled by the draft-control damper provided at the furnaces. ”

Instructions follow on how to make the adjustment.

3. Headquarters Order No. 2/41 lists a number of promotions, points out that transfer Frei, pp. 26f.
to another department requires a commandeering, and requests that all SS person-
nel be listed by occupation; headquarters staff members are to turn in their pay
books; a roll call of all staff members, including those commandeered, is an-
nounced; it is pointed out that all members of the headquarters staff must properly
sign out for leave and sign back in from leave; wartime uniform relief is an-
nounced; vehicles entering and leaving are to be noted in a book in the guard-
house; instructions are given for promotion proposals.

4, SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 31 Marchto 5 RGVA, 502-1-214,

[sic] April 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August pp. 62-63.
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Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.
Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. surveying department

3. purchase of materials

4. planning

5. accounting.

Headquarters Order No. 3/41 announces a promotion, mentions a Wehrmacht re-
quest concert, and mentions a lost and found object (sports badge) for collection.
Prisoner work hours are set at 6:00-11:30 and 13:30-18:00 (10 hrs) as of 7 April
41. It is mentioned that appointments

and promotions are issued only by the headquarters, and how Sunday leave passes
are to be handled.

Headquarters Order No. 4/41 announces a theater performance for SS members
(admission 40 pfennigs), mentions that Good Friday is not a holiday, announces a
staff company roll call and a bicycle roll call, and reminds that all SS members
who have moved to Auschwitz must officially register there. Department heads
whose departments fail to meet a deadline are to be held accountable, and the dis-
appearance of dishes from the mess hall is deplored, with threats for delinquents
caught.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 7 to 12 April
1941, by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter to
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations

2. surveying department

3. purchase of materials

4. planning

5. accounting.

A special headquarters order announces the opening of the SS Training and Vaca-
tion Hut Soletal (Sola Hut) and explains how this hut can be occupied.

Headquarters Order No. 5/41 mentions a roll call on the occasion of the Fiihrer’s
birthday, lifts the ban on SS members entering the city after the deportation of all
Jews from Auschwitz, announces office hours at the SS headquarters for family
members, prohibits the use of express trains as vacation trains, announces the es-
tablishment of a technical department in the camp administration, and prohibits
SS members from visiting the “Beatrix” boarding house in Berlin. Former mem-
bers of SS Infantry Regiment 14 receive new entries in their military passports, if
applicable; the reorganization of the concentration camps’ medical service is ex-
plained; it is pointed out that training material for ideological training is not to be
requested from the Training Office, since the Waffen-SS garrison at Auschwitz
has sufficient material on site; ethnic German SS members from Romania, Hun-
gary, Yugoslavia and Slovakia are registered for the purpose of folklore care and
support; the possibility for SS men and NCOs to obtain civilian clothes while on
leave is cancelled; a roll call of the headquarters staff is announced for 22 April.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 7 to 12 April
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfihrer August Schlachter to
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

Frei, p. 28

Frei, pp. 28f.

RGVA, 502-1-214,
pp. 61-61a.

Frei, p. 30

Frei, pp. 31-33

RGVA, 502-1-214,
pp. 59-60.
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21.

26.

28.

29.

1. construction site operations: Block I, I1, 11, IV, XII1, 13, 16, 3, 20.

“Block 11 (prison cell building) continued installation of heating system. ”

German Equipment Works (Deutsche Ausriistungswerke), House No. 151 (resi-
dence), SS Community building Auschwitz.

2. surveying department

3. purchase of materials

4. planning

5. accounting.

Headquarters Order No. 6/41 reports four promotions and a long list of appoint-
ments.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 21 to 26 April
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter to
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

1. construction site operations: Block I, II, 111, IV, XII1, 13, 16, 3, 20.

“Block 11 (prison cell building) continued installation of heating system.”

German Equipment Works (Deutsche Ausriistungswerke), House No. 151 (resi-
dence), SS community building Auschwitz.

2. surveying department

3. purchase of materials

4. planning

5. accounting.

Letter from the SS New Construction Office to the SS Auschwitz CC with the
subject “Medical examination of SS New Construction Office members in the re-
serve field hospital in Kattowitz.-”

“The SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC reports the following SS members of
the SS New Construction Office for the ordered examination at the reserve field hospi-
tal in Kattowitz.”

. SS-Scharfuhrer Arloth Willibald

. SS Unterscharflhrer Vieth Hermann

. SS Rottenfiihrer Decaco [Dejaco] Walter

. SS Rottenflihrer Hoffmann Heinrich

. SS Unterscharfiihrer Wilk Paul

. SS Unterscharfiihrer Reichwein Bruno

. SS Rottenfuhrer Ertl Fritz

. SS Rottenfihrer Gertl Franz

. SS Oberscharfuhrer Urbanczyk Walter

10. SS Unterscharfuhrer Stiller Alfred

11. SS Rottenfiihrer Giesenberg Heinz

11. SS Rottenfiihrer Kywitz Walter.

The examination days range from 29 April to 2 May 1941.

O©CoO~NOOTAWNE

In a special headquarters order Hoss complains about improper behavior of SS
members in the town of Auschwitz and threatens to ban them from entering the
town again if they do so again.

Letter from the Auschwitz CC Political Department to the SS New Construction
Office with the subject “Urn Storage.”

“According to the order of the Inspector of Conc. Camps [of 14 April 1941] and in
agreement with the Reich Security Main Office, the urns of deceased prisoners are to
be placed in one of the local buildings. The commandant has therefore ordered that a
floor room be set up in the infirmary building for this purpose. In order for the urns to
be properly stored in this space, it is necessary that appropriate shelving be installed
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and minor modifications be made. It is requested that a professional be assigned to in-
spect the space and make the necessary arrangements. ”

30. Headquarters Order No. 7/41 explains to which department prisoners may be re-
quested for work, forbids the carrying of pistols off duty for SS men and NCOs,
threatens punishment for uniforms not conforming to regulations, reminds that
vacationers must take the 3rd class Reichsbahn train, and complains about unau-
thorized use and improper parking of bicycles. SS members transferred to the
headquarters must have passport photos taken. It is reminded that personnel
changes must be reported immediately. SS men and NCOs may wear civilian
clothes only with special permission. A roll call of the staff company is an-
nounced.

May 1941

3. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 28 April to 3
May 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter
to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: new inmate lodging buildings: Block I, I1, 111, 1V,
11,7,9,13

“Block 13 [later renumbered to 11] (prison cell building) heating system completed. ”
Deutsche Ausriistungswerke, troop economic building, SS community building
Auschwitz (Building No. 7)

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. planning

V. accounting.

6. Due to indiscipline at Auschwitz station, a special headquarters order gives strict
rules of conduct to SS members, and prosecution for theft is threatened to those
who steal flowers or vegetables from the nursery.

7. Letter from Main Office Budget and Construction, the Chief of Office Il Con-
struction, to SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Ap-
proved construction measures in the second year of war economy 1940/41”.
Approved construction works:

“Completion of heating system, crematorium, prov. pumping system with pipe network
for used water, pumping system for sewage, troop kitchen and troop quarters.”
Total construction sum RM 76,000, for the crematorium RM 5,000.

9. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Addition of a slaughter room,” Plan
No. 473a.

10. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 5 to 10 May

1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter to
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: new inmate lodging buildings: Block I, I1, I11, 1V,
7, 9, Deutsche Ausriistungswerke, troop economic building, SS community build-
ing Auschwitz (Building No. 7)

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. planning

V. accounting.

Frei, pp. 36f.

RGVA, 502-1-214,
pp. 55-56.

Frei, p. 37
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12.

13.

17.

21.

24,

26.

28.

Letter from the SS New Construction Office to the SS garrison physician Ausch-
witz CC with the subject “Manufacture of a dissecting table” (for crematorium).
“Regarding the above request, the construction management inquires who will pay for
the cost of the dissecting table, since the construction management is only required to
execute and pay for parts that are firmly connected with the building. Clarification is
requested.”

Headquarters Order No. 8/41 announces a number of promotions, establishes the
working hours of the headquarters’ office and typing pool (8 hrs/day), announces
times for dental appointments, stipulates that no prisoners may be assigned to
work in private gardens, orders blackout measures for SS members living in the
camp, and announces a roll call for the headquarters.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 12 to 17 May
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter to
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: new inmate lodging buildings: Block I, I1, 111, 1V,
7,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, officers” mess, physicians’ quarters, officers’ quarters,
school in Building 83, Deutsche Ausristungswerke, troop economic building, SS
community building Auschwitz (Building No. 7)

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. planning

V. accounting.

Headquarters Order No. 9/41 announces four promotions, regulates motor vehicle
requests, orders medical examinations for newly arrived SS members, schedules
the exchange of bed linen and towels, announces a Kraft durch Freude evening
with a Bund Deutscher Méadels’ play group, and establishes a roll call of the head-
quarters.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 19 to 24 May
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter to
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: new inmate lodging buildings: Block I, 11, 111, 1V,
7,9, 12, 13, 14, 15, provisional inmate kitchen, slaughterhouse Industriehof I,
provisional dairy building Industriehof I, officers’ mess, physicians’ quarters, of-
ficers’ quarters, school in Building 83, Deutsche Ausriistungswerke, troop eco-
nomic building, SS community building Auschwitz (Building No. 7)

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. planning

V. accounting.

A special headquarters order stipulates that all SS members of the headquarters
must attend a further-education course.

Due to a holiday ban, a special headquarters order stipulates reduced Pentecost
vacation days.

Commandant’s Order No. 10/41 quotes excerpts from the 7th collective decree of
the SS court, including on dealings with members of the Polish ethnic group (usu-
ally prohibited, with the exception of approved brothels) and on adultery proceed-
ings. The departments of the headquarters are requested to draw up a list of all SS
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members. A notice is given that only SS members who are on duty there are al-
lowed to enter the workshops. Stepping on flowerbeds in the camp, “jewels of the
camp”, will be punished. Due to bite injuries, a reminder is given that no dog is
allowed to roam free, and a shooting bounty for such animals is announced.
Peaked caps for SS men are only permitted when on leave. It is announced that
applications for accommodation outside the barracks will be rejected with imme-
diate effect. A roll call from the headquarters is announced.

31. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC-Oswiecim. “File report on the official RGVA, 502-1-22,
trip of SS Untersturmfiihrer and Head of Construction Schlachter and SS Ober- ~ pp- 13-13a.
scharfihrer and Deputy Head of Construction Urbanczyk, on 30 May 1941”.

First destination of the trip: Gleiwitz (purchase of fittings)

Second destination: Oppeln (transport headquarters — provisioning of loading
space for the procurement of the most necessary construction materials)
Third goal: visit a sawmill.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 26 to 31 May  RGVA, 502-1-214,
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiinrer August Schlachter to pp. 43-45.
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: new inmate lodging buildings: Block I, I1, I11, 1V,

7,9, 13, 14, 15, 16, provisional inmate kitchen, slaughterhouse Industriehof I,

provisional dairy building Industriehof I, officers” mess, physicians’ quarters, of-

ficers’ quarters, school in Building 83, Deutsche Ausriistungswerke, troop eco-

nomic building of Waffen SS: Building 56, SS community building Auschwitz,

House No. 7

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. planning
V. accounting.
June 1941
5. Headquarters Order No. 11/41 quotes from a staff order in matters of uniforms, Frei, pp. 43f.

military salutes, off-duty carrying of weapons, excessive drinking of alcohol, and
eating of fruit. It also prohibits the use of camp sleeping blankets as a pad for
open-air bathing, and announces a staff company roll call.

7. Letter from the Auschwitz CC Political Department to the SS New Construction ~ RGVA, 502-1-
Office with the subject “Ventilation in the Crematorium”. 312, p. 1.
“It is absolutely necessary that a special deaeration be installed in the crematorium’s
morgue. The present deaeration has been rendered worthless by the installation of the
second furnace. When the second furnace is used — and this is now the case almost
daily — the ventilation flap to the morgue must be closed, because otherwise warm air
enters the morgue through the flue and thereby causes exactly the opposite of deaera-
tion. The lack of deaeration and air supply is especially noticeable in the current
warm weather. It is hardly possible to stay in the morgue, even if it is only necessary
for a short time. A regulated ventilation will certainly improve the air and also elimi-
nate the humidity of the room. Also, the presence of flies in the morgue will be pre-
vented, or kept to a minimum. The abolition of these deficiencies is in the interest of
the general public, especially since this will also prevent the transmission of disease
by the flies.

It is therefore requested that two ventilators be installed in the morgue, one each for
deaeration and aeration. For deaeration, a special duct must be built to the chimney.
It is requested that the work be started as soon as possible. ”
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12.

14.

18.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 3 to 7 June
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter to
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: new inmate lodging buildings: Block I, I1, 111, 1V,
7,9, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, provisional inmate kitchen, slaughterhouse Industriehof I,
provisional dairy building Industriehof I, officers” mess, physicians’ quarters, of-
ficers’ quarters, school in Building 83, Deutsche Ausriistungswerke, troop eco-
nomic building of Waffen SS: Building 56, SS community building Auschwitz,
House No. 7

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. planning

V. accounting.

A special headquarters order forbids — with exceptions for two SS men — the
shooting of birds and “predatory animals” at the ponds; bathing and fishing in
them is also forbidden. The area around the Raisko ponds and the park in Raisko
are completely off limits.

Headquarters Order No. 12/41 announces four promotions, orders various air-raid
precautions, especially blackouts, imposes a vacation ban, opens the passage
through the industrial yard, requests all staff members without gas masks to re-
ceive one in the armory, regulates practice times and examinations for the Reich
Sports Badge, and permits fishing in the oxbow lakes of the Sola and Vistula only
for commissioned SS members.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 9 to 14 June
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfihrer August Schlachter to
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: new inmate lodging buildings: Block I, 11, 111, 1V,
7,9, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, provisional inmate kitchen, slaughterhouse Industriehof I,
provisional dairy building Industriehof I, officers’ mess, physicians’ quarters, of-
ficers’ quarters, school in Building 83, Deutsche Ausristungswerke, troop eco-
nomic building of Waffen SS: Building 56, SS community building Auschwitz,
House No. 7

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. planning

V. accounting.

Letter from the Main Office Budget and Construction, the Chief of Office II, SS-
Oberfuhrer Kammler, to the Camp Commandant of Auschwitz CC, SS-
Sturmbannfiihrer Hoss, with the subject “Auschwitz CC — Construction Measures
2nd and 3rd year of war economy.”

“1. The construction measures listed below will be registered by Amt Il in due time
with the General Plenipotentiary for the Regulation of the Construction Industry for
the 3rd year of war economy (1 Oct. 41 -30 Sept. 42):

a) Extension of the utility building

b) 30 new prisoner quarters

c) delousing plant

d) laundry building

e) access building

39

RGVA, 502-1-214,
pp. 40-42.

Frei, p. 45

Frei, pp. 46f.

RGVA, 502-1-214,
pp. 37-39.

RGVA, 502-1-11,
pp. 37-39.
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f) entrance building CC

g) 5 watchtowers

h) extension of camp wall and wire barrier

i) new building construction office with garages

k) headquarters’ building

1) guardhouse headquarters area

m) headquarters’ garages

n) quarters headquarters’ staff

0) accommodation for 1st guard battalion

p) extension of a temporary officers’ mess and officers’ quarters in existing buildings
q) labor camp for civilian workers

r) drainage

s) water supply

t) roads and garden facilities

u) outdoor electrical installations

In view of the fact that the entire construction project Auschwitz CC can no longer be
registered in the second year of war economy (end of the second year of war economy
on 30 Sept. 41), | agree, in view of the December 31, 1941 occupancy date of the camp
with 18,000 prisoners that the following construction measures be begun or that those
already begun be continued:

a) addition of a story to 14 old prisoners’ quarters

b) expansion of the utility building

c) 30 new prisoners’ quarters

d) delousing facility

e) laundry building

f) new building construction office with garages

g) headquarters’ garages

h) quarters headquarters’ staff

i) extension of a temporary officers’ mess and officers’ quarters in existing buildings
k) labor camp for civilian workers

1) drainage

m) water supply

(n) road construction. ”

. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 16 to 21 June  RGVA, 502-1-214,
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiithrer August Schlachter to pp. 34-36.
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: new inmate lodging buildings: Block I, I1, 111, 1V,

7,11, 14, 15, 12, provisional inmate kitchen, slaughterhouse Industriehof I, provi-

sional dairy building Industriehof I, completion of workshops in Industriehof I,

officers’ mess (annex and alteration), physicians’ quarters, officers’ quarters,

school in Building 83, Deutsche Ausriistungswerke, troop economic building of

Waffen SS: Building 56, SS community building Auschwitz, House No. 7

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. planning

V. accounting.

. X-ray book no. 2 of the prisoner infirmary of Auschwitz CC begins with this date. APMO, D-Aul-5/2.
It extends from June 24 to October 2, 1941, and contains entries numbered 876 to  1SD, folder 67f.
2733.

. Letter from the Main Office Budget and Construction, the Chief of Office II RGVA, 502-1-215,
Buildings, to the SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC with the subject pp. 32-33.
“Construction Order”.
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28.

28.

30.

“The Main Office Chief, SS Gruppenfiihrer Pohl, has approved the preliminary sketch
for the Auschwitz General Construction Plan. By the end of 1941, the housing of
18,000 prisoners is necessary to provide the manpower to carry out both the camp’s
own construction work and that of 1G-Farben.”

The construction works classified as urgent are:

a) addition of a story to 14 old prisoners’ quarters

b) expansion of the utility building

¢) 30 new prisoners’ quarters

d) delousing facility

e) laundry building

) new building construction office with garages

g) headquarters’ garages

h) quarters headquarters’ staff

i) extension of a temporary officers” mess and officers’ quarters in existing build-
ings

k) labor camp for civilian workers

1) drainage

m) water supply

(n) road construction.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 23 to 28 June
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter to
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: Staff Building 54, Troop Quarters No. 52.
“Crematorium: framed and tuck-pointed the defective chimney with angle iron and
turnbuckles.”

New inmate lodging buildings: Block I, 11, 111, 1V, 7, 11, 12, 14, provisional in-
mate kitchen, slaughterhouse Industriehof I, provisional dairy building Indus-
triehof I, completion of workshops in Industriehof I, officers’ mess, physicians’
quarters, officers’ quarters, school in Building 83, Deutsche Ausriistungswerke,
troop economic building of Waffen SS: Building 56, SS community building
Auschwitz, House No. 7

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. planning

V. accounting.

Express letter from the Reich Minister of the Interior. To various government, po-
lice, and health offices of the Reich.

“Concerns: epidemic-hygienic monitoring of camps for recruited Polish workers.

In the Government General, the number of cases of typhus has increased considerably
in recent weeks, more than doubling. Thus, the danger of the introduction of typhus by
the Polish workers has become much greater. Quarantine is not possible either in the
Government General or in the Reich, especially for reasons of labor deployment and
due to lack of personnel and materials. ”

The Reich Minister ordered that these Polish workers be subjected to a second de-
lousing upon their arrival in Reich territory.

Main Office Budget and Construction, Office II-Construction, Berlin. Office Or-
der No. 3 concerning the organization of SS construction offices.

The field offices are subordinated to Office 1l and are designated “Central Con-
struction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police.” New Construction Offices and
Construction Offices each become “Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Po-
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RGVA, 502-1-214,
pp. 31-33.

APK, OPK, 2176,
pp. 14-16.

RGVA, 502-1-11,
pp. 55-57.
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lice.”

As of July 1, 1941, a headcount report must be sent to Office Il by the 10th of
each month.

Enclosure 1: Organization of a Central Construction Office

Enclosure 2: Organization of a Construction Office

Enclosure 3: Structure of the headcount report

Enclosure 4: Form “Construction Deadline Plan”

Enclosure 5: Preparation of a “Construction Deadline Plan”.

July 1941

2.
4.

Headquarters Order No. 14/41 contains only a long list of appointments. Frei, pp. 49-51

Headquarters Order No. 15/41: Frei, pp. 51f.
“1. Commendations

During an escape attempt by a prisoner in Dwory, SS-Rottenfilhrer Stolten, who was
assigned to the command as a block leader, showed very prudent behavior. He suc-
ceeded in thwarting the escape and shooting him in his attempt. | express my appre-
ciation to SS-Rottenfiihrer Stolten for this.

During a mass escape of Jews, on 26 June 41, SS man Ewald Leuow, 4th /SS-T-
Sturmbann, contributed significantly to preventing this escape by his attentiveness and
circumspection. | express my appreciation to SS man Leuow for this.”

The founding of the SS Sportgemeinschaft (Sports Association) Auschwitz is re-
ported, pay payments are now made exclusively by transfers to bank accounts,
and private phone calls and telegrams are to be paid immediately in cash and rec-
orded in lists.

SS New Construction Office® Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 30 Juneto 5  RGVA, 502-1-214,
July 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter ~ pp. 28-30.
to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: Staff Building 54, Troop Quarters No. 52, new in-

mate lodging buildings: Block I, I1, 111, 7, 12, 14, provisional inmate kitchen,
slaughterhouse Industriehof |, officers” mess, officers’ quarters, school in Building

83, Deutsche Ausristungswerke, troop economic building of Waffen SS: Building

56, SS community building Auschwitz, House No. 7

Il. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. planning

V. accounting.

Letter from the Chief of the Main Office Budget and Construction to the SS New  RGVA, 502-1-178,
Construction Office of Auschwitz with the subject “Fire Damage of May 19, pp. 252f.

1941

“The prisoners are to be regarded as vicarious agents of the German Reich from a le-

gal point of view, so that they are to be held responsible for any fault.”

Headquarters Order No. 17/41 lifts the vacation ban, regulates promotion pro- Frei, p. 59
posals, prescribes the marking of private bicycles, schedules the return of mem-

bership lists to the SS Sports Association, establishes a patrol in the village of

Brzeszcze, reminds of requirements for official travel, mentions the mix-up of a

3 OnJuly 1, 1941, the SS New Construction Office (SS-Neubauleitung) was renamed SS Construction Office (SS-

Bauleitung) der Waffen-SS und Police Auschwitz, but the name SS New Construction Office/SS-Neubauleitung
still appears in many subsequent documents.
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1.

12.

16.

19.

22,

belt, and announces a staff company roll call.

Garrison Order No. 1/41 forbids SS members to enter the commons’ mess hall, Frei, p. 54
defines the area of the Auschwitz Garrison (town, camp area and village of Neu-
berun), and reminds of the ban to frequent Polish bars.

Headquarters Order No. 18/41 describes bureaucratic requirements for issuing Frei, pp. 54-56
engagement and marriage licenses, reports the opening of a coffee shop for the

SS, appoints SS-Untersturmf. Dr. Blaschke as 2nd camp physician, sets the start

of work for the motor pool at 6:00 a.m., lists types of sport and times of the SS

Sports Association Auschwitz, explains when and how the Reich Sports Badge

can be earned, regulates the allocation of construction allowances, and reminds

that convalescent leave to the Sola Hut must be approved by the headquarters.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 7 to 12 July RGVA, 502-1-214,
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter to pp. 25-27
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: Staff Building 54, Troop Quarters No. 52, inmate

lodging buildings: Block I, 11, 111, 7, 11, 12, 14, provisional inmate kitchen,

slaughterhouse Industriehof I, officers’ mess, officers’ quarters, school in Building

83, Deutsche Ausriistungswerke, troop economic building of Waffen SS: Building

56, SS community building Auschwitz, House No. 7

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. planning

V. accounting.

Headquarters Order No. 19/41 announces a comradeship evening as well as a Frei, pp. 56f.
soccer game of the SS sports community, extends Sunday vacation trips to 100

km, and prohibits SS members from entering the factory canteen of the Kluge

Company.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 14 to 19 July ~ RGVA, 502-1-214,
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter to pp. 22-24.
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: Staff Building 54, Troop Quarters No. 52, inmate

lodging buildings: Block I, 1, 111, 3, 7, 10, 11, 12, 16, provisional inmate kitchen,
slaughterhouse Industriehof I, officers’ mess, officers’ quarters, school in Building

83, Deutsche Ausristungswerke, troop economic building of Waffen SS: Building

56

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. Planning

“SS-Oscha. Maier of Office Il Berlin delivers preliminary designs for headquarters

building. Revisions for a delousing plant with hydrogen-cyanide system. [...] Discus-

sion with Dr. Stossberg, spatial planner of the city of Auschwitz, regarding integration

of the Auschwitz CC construction project into the new development of the city, taking

into account the new project. Traffic Routes.”

V. accounting.

Headquarters Order No. 20/41 inquires of all members of the headquarters’ staff ~ Frei, pp. 57f.
from where they receive what kind of pay and subsistence payments, enacts
measures to save paper, sets a deadline for activations, and forbids all wives of all
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SS members to enter the camp, “since the coffee house in house No. 7 has been
set up for this purpose.” The loss/theft of various items is reported (sports badge,
pay book, camp ID, belt with pistol), removing or giving away state-owned fur-
nishings is forbidden, connecting power-hungry private appliances is forbidden,
and the closing of windows at the end of duty is admonished.

Garrison Order No. 2/41 reminds that women are not allowed in the headquarters ~ Frei, p. 59
mess hall.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 21 to 26 July =~ RGVA, 502-1-214,
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiithrer August Schlachter to pp. 20-21.
the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: Staff Building 54, inmate lodging buildings: Block

L1111, 3,7,9,10, 11, 12, 13, 16, slaughterhouse Industriehof I, inmate work-

shops, agriculture, officers’ mess, officers’ quarters, school in Building 83,

Deutsche Ausristungswerke, provisional barracks of construction office, troop

economic building of Waffen SS: Building 56

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. Planning

V. accounting.

Garrison Order No. 3/41 announces a used-clothing collection. Frei, p. 59

August 1941

2

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 28 July to 2 RGVA, 502-1-214,
August 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August pp. 18-19.
Schlachter to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: Staff Building 54, inmate lodging buildings: Block

LILHL IV, Y, 7,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 19, slaughterhouse Industriehof I, in-

mate workshops, agriculture, officers’ mess, school in Building 83, Deutsche
Ausriistungswerke, provisional barracks of construction office, troop economic

building of Waffen SS: Building 56

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. Planning

V. accounting.

The Friedrich Boos Company, which was contracted to build the prisoners’ baths ~ RGVA, 502-1-345,
(in the later reception building, Bauwerk (BW, structure) 160), informs the SS p.8.

New Construction Office of the dimensions of the chimneys: 40 cm x 40 cm x 20

m.

A special headquarters order allows only civilian workers with special permitsto  Frei, p. 60
enter SS canteens and the coffee shop, and it orders all civilian workers to turn in

and have registered their numbered green armband at the guardhouse at the end of

duty.

Garrison Order No. 4/41 calls for the implementation report of an (unknown) spe-  Frei, p. 60
cial order for SS reservists whose wives and families lived in the camp area.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 4 to 9 August ~ RGVA, 502-1-214,
1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter to pp. 16-17.
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12.

16.

20.

21.

23.

the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: Staff Building 54, inmate lodging buildings: Block
LI LIV, V, 7,15, 19, 3,9, 11, 13, provisional delousing facility Industriehof
I, slaughterhouse Industriehof I, inmate workshops, agriculture, officers” mess,
school building, Deutsche Ausriistungswerke, provisional barracks of construction
office, troop economic building of Waffen SS: Building 56

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. Planning

V. accounting.

Garrison Order No. 5/41 forbids entry into the village of Alt-Berun because of Frei, p. 61
unpleasant behavior.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 11 to 16 Au-  RGVA, 502-1-214,
gust 1941, by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfihrer August Schlachter ~ pp. 14-15.
to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: Staff Building 54, inmate lodging buildings: Block

LI LIV, Y, 7, 13, 15, 19, provisional delousing facility Industriehof 11, slaugh-

terhouse Industriehof I, inmate workshops, agriculture, officers’ mess, school

building, Deutsche Ausriistungswerke, provisional barracks of construction office,

troop economic building of Waffen SS: Building 56

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. Planning

V. accounting.

Headquarters Order No. 21/41: Frei, pp. 61f.
“1st Commendation

The SS rifleman Wilhelm Danschke, Headquarters Staff, Agriculture Department, suc-

ceeded in arresting a prisoner on the run on 9 Aug. 41. | express my appreciation to

SS rifleman Wilhelm Danschke for this achievement. ”

The order also mentions a promotion, explains the integration of the SS-T-

Sturmbann into the headquarters, admonishes not to make private phone calls dur-

ing duty hours, and lists various found (including a belt with sidearm) and lost

items.

Letter from the SS Construction Office Auschwitz CC to Dipl.-Ing. R. Gaul, RGVA, 502-1-347,
Darmstadt, with the subject “Laundry Building”. p. 442.

“The Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz is presently engaged

in the design of the laundry building. By order of office chief SS-Oberfiihrer Kammler,

the prisoners’ bathroom is to be located in the basement of the laundry building. For

this reason, it is requested to inform as soon as possible whether the drainage is deep

enough to connect the bath. The bath has 120 shower heads for bathing about 1000

prisoners per hour. The drainage is 3.7 m below ground level at the laundry building.

Because of the urgency, your decision is expected as soon as possible.”

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Activity Report from 18 to 23 Au-  RGVA, 502-1-214,
gust 1941,” by the Head of Construction SS-Untersturmfiihrer August Schlachter ~ pp. 12-13.

to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC.

Activities regarding:

I. construction site operations: Staff Building 54, new inmate lodging buildings:

Block I, 11, 111, 1V, V, VI, 7, 10, 15, provisional delousing facility Industriehof I1,
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slaughterhouse Industriehof |, inmate workshops, agriculture, officers’ mess,
school building, Deutsche Ausriistungswerke, provisional barracks of construction
office, troop economic building of Waffen SS, coal storage for troop utility camp,
road construction

I1. surveying department

I11. purchase of materials

IV. Planning

V. accounting.

25. Garrison Order No. 6/41 prohibits entry into Neu-Berun because of unpleasant Frei, p. 62
behavior.

27. This date marks the beginning of the register of the prisoners’ infirmary, Block ISD Arolsen, fold-
28, of Auschwitz CC, which runs until January 19, 1944. It contains the columns  er61a.
“No.”, “Serial No.”, “Inmate No.”, “Last and first name”, “Transf./released”,
“Remark.” Almost 8,200 prisoners are registered there.

29. Aspecial headquarters order regulates the distribution of milk to families of mar-  Frei, pp. 62f.
ried SS members.

30. Headquarters Order No. 22/41 lists 15 promotions, reminds that SS members with  Frei, pp. 63f.
NSDAP membership must report to the local party group, and notes that the camp
fence is electrified even at noon as of 9/1/41.

September 1941
1. SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. “Expenditure summary for budget RGVA, 502-1-85,
year 1940 forwarded to Office | 1b on April 15, 1940, Ref Ar/Schl.”. pp. 1-4.
Construction Section / BW Completion Degree (31 Mar. 1941)
A.) Technical buildings
1. 11 crematorium 80%
2. 18 and 30 garages 85%
3. 19 workshops Ind. yard 65%
B.) Accommodation buildings
4. 17 crew quarters 75%
5. 27 repair of housing in the evac. area /
6. 24 commandant’s residence 65%
7. 20 prisoners’ quarters 45%
8. 5 prisoner cell buildings 85%
9. 4 prisoners’ quarters 54%
10. 12 disinfection facility 85%
11. 2 prisoners’ kitchen 85%
12. 13 headquarters building 85%
13. 14 infirmary, bathroom, mess hall 85%
14. 6 main works barber prov. barracks 14 85%
15. 7 block leader barracks 85%
16. 31 theater building (shell) /
C.) Road and square fortification
17. 21 road and square fortification /
D.) sports facilities
18. 34 bathhouse on the Sola river 85%
E.) Other outdoor facilities
19. 1 camp enclosure 30%

20. 8 watchtowers /
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21. 9irrigation and drainage except camp area
22. 29 pump house for irrigation and drainage
23. 23 transformer station

24. 22 outdoor lighting

F.) Agricultural buildings

25. 33 agricultural buildings

26. 34 field barn

27. 50 materials procurement

28. 51 equipment, tools, machinery

H.) Construction office expenses

29. 52 construction office expenses

30. 53 salaries, travel expenses

Approved construction measures in the 2nd year of war economy 1940/41

~ — — —

~ o~ — —

Construction Section / BW Completion Degree (1 Sept. 1941)

1. 5 completion of the heating system cell building. 85%

2. 11 crematorium (air system not yet installed) 80%

3. 29 prov. pump system for used water 85%

4. 9 Pump facility for waste water and feed wall at Sola 85%

5. 17 troop kitchen, completion 85%

6. 17 heating system for troop housing 85%

7. 23 backup power system /

Under exemption permit (exemption from construction ban)

1. 9 drinking water supply 50%

2. 9 septic tank 60%

3. Sola bridge /

Other approved construction measures

1. 78 Installation of a school and a kindergarten in an existing 85%
residential building

2. 75 Extension of the prov. Officers’ mess 85%

3. 69 Expansion of the Auschwitz plant of Deutsche 40%
Ausristungswerke Ltd.

4. repair of the elevator in Camp 4 of the Waffen-SS Auschwitz 85%
troop utility camp

5. 56 Installation of a cooling system in the troop utility camp 85%

List of structures designated as urgent according to the construction order of the
Chief of Office II-Construction, Ref. Il B 2/3/1se/Lo. 27 June 1941.
Structures: . adding floor to 14 old prisoners’ quarters
. completion of utility building
. 30 new prisoners’ quarters
. laundry with access and delousing
. new building construction office with garages
. headquarters’ garages
. headquarters’ staff quarters
. completion of existing houses as officers’ quarters
Outdoor facilities: 9. labor camp for civilian workers

10. drainage

11. water supply

12. road construction

13. utility barracks
Planned by the end of the 3rd year of war economy according to letter from
Chief of Office II-Construction, Ref. 11 B/2/3/4/Se/Lo. 18 June 1941.

O~NO U WN -
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12,

15.

17.

20.
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Structures: 1. entrance building CC
2. headquarters building
3. guardhouse, headquarters area
4. quarters for 1 guard battalion
Outdoor facilities: 5. 5 guard towers
6. extension camp wall and wire barrier
7. outdoor electrical installations.

Letter from the local representative of the Plenipotentiary General for the Regula- RGVA, 502-1-319,
tion of the Construction Industry in Military District VIII to the Commandant of ~ P. 251.
Auschwitz CC with the subject “Construction Work in Auschwitz Concentration

Camp”.

“I refer to the personal conversation | had with your SS-Sturmfilhrer Schlachter on

August 27, and | ask you to send your head of construction or your adjutant with the

necessary documents, which will give an overview of the individual construction pro-

jects in the concentration camp, again on September 15, 1941, at 11 a.m. to my office

for an interview. As you are aware, as the local representative of the Plenipotentiary

General for the Regulation of the Construction Industry, | must be informed within my
organization about every construction project and know its scope.”

A special headquarters order mentions that the headquarters have regular access  Frei, p. 64
to 4-5 discounted tickets to the Kattowitz Theater.

Garrison Order No. 7/41 orders that every SS member must identify himself when Frei, p. 65
passing through the guard chain without being asked to do so.

The J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, sends invoice No. 41 D 719 to the SS RGVA, 502-1 327,
New Construction Office Auschwitz as requested by this office on August 5, pp. 186f.
1941, with company stamp and signature.

A special headquarters order prohibits guards and clerical workers from smoking  Frei, p. 65
during duty hours.

Headquarters Order No. 23/41 reports a promotion, orders non-riding SS mem- Frei, pp. 65f.
bers in possession of breeches to turn them in, schedules the submission of pro-

motion proposals, orders the overhaul of dilapidated service bicycles, and reports

some lost and found items.

Headquarters of Auschwitz Concentration Camp. APMO, Inventory
“Release certificate No. 162020.
Georg Sroczynski, born on 10 Oct. 1913 in Strzyzow, was placed in a concentra-

tion camp in the period from 20 June 1940 to 12 Sept. 1941. He was released on

September 12, 1941.

The camp commandant p.p. [signature] SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer.”

A special headquarters order regulates the issuance of Yule chandeliers to married  Frei, pp. 66f.
SS members.

Headquarters Order No. 24/41 reports sporting successes of the SS Sports Associ-  Frei, p. 67
ation Auschwitz, mentions opening hours of the SS library, explains a decree on
awards, and lists lost (badge of honor, briefcase) and found items (a pistol).

Headquarters Order No. 25/41: Frei, p. 68
“1. Commendation

The SS rifleman Karl Mathey, 2nd /SS-T-Sturmbann, prevented the escape of a prison-

er by securing civilian clothes that had been laid out in advance. | express my appre-

ciation to SS rifleman Mathey for this. M. will subsequently receive 2 days special
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leave for his prudent behavior in addition to his recreation leave. ”
In addition, the ban on the use of express trains for vacation travel is repeated, the
working hours of the headquarters are changed, and a found object is mentioned.

The J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, sends the SS New Construction Office
Auschwitz “Operating instructions for the Topf cremation furnace and the Topf
forced-draft system in triplicate.”

The company asks that “one copy each of the operating instructions be hung un-
der glass in the furnace room, so that the furnaces located there will be operated
properly.”

The two appendices are titled “Operating Instructions on ‘Topf’ forced-draft sys-
tem” and “Operating Instructions on coke-fired Topf double-muffle cremation
furnace.”

Prisoner locksmith shop. Work card. Order No. 1714, BW (Building, Structure)
11.

“Subject: make 4 pcs. airtight flaps.

Applicant: crematorium.

Started: 25 Sept. 1941. Finished: 25 Sept. 1941.”

J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, construction drawing D 59042: “Installation of an in-
cineration plant for Auschwitz CC,” floor plan.

The construction drawing shows the location of the “new furnace” (the third dou-
ble muffle furnace) in the furnace room.

“Phone call from Main Office Budget and Construction, Berlin (spokesman SS-
Rttf. Eggeling) Order from SS-Oberfiihrer Kammler”.

“1. Camp Auschwitz will be occupied by 50000 + 10000 prisoners of war (in a special
camp).

2. 5000 prisoners of war to arrive next week, who are to build the camp themselves.
3. have site plans and camp plans ready

4. overall responsibility for camp Auschwitz SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Hoss and SS-
Brigadefiihrer Gliicks.

5. overall responsibility for buildings SS-Gruppenfihrer Pohl — SS-Oberfihrer
Kammler.

6. appointed by SS-Oberfiihrer Kammler as head of construction POW camp SS-
Obersturmfiihrer Grosch and special head of construction from Dachau. [...]

13. SS-Obersturmfiihrer Grosch and the special representative from Dachau arrive
Saturday afternoon, 24 Sept. 41.”

Decree of Construction Office of the Waffen SS and Police, Auschwitz. The
working hours of the members of the Construction Office are: 7:30-12:00, 13:00-
19:00 (10% hrs.).

Letter from the Chief of Office Il — Construction of the SS Main Office Budget
and Construction (Kammler) to the special representative for the construction of
POW camps at the Central Construction Inspectorate of the Waffen-SS and Police
in Lublin, SS-Obersturmfihrer Grosch.

“Subject: Construction of prisoner-of-war camps.

Reference: Verbal meeting in Berlin 26 and 27 Sept. 41.

Enclosure: without

In Lublin and Auschwitz, prisoner-of-war camps with a capacity of 50,000 prisoners
each are to be set up immediately on 1 Oct. in accordance with the instructions given
in Berlin (*) and the drawing documents provided. The head of Construction Office of
the Waffen-SS and Police Buchenwald, SS-Obersturmfithrer Grosch, is entrusted with
the central processing. The Construction Offices in Lublin and Auschwitz are at the
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disposal of SS-Obersturmfilhrer Grosch for the execution of his special assignment.
The work is to be started immediately, and carried out with the greatest possible
speed.

1. report on the selection of the final sites in accordance with the proposals deter-
mined in Berlin on 26 and 27 Sept. 41 by F.[ernschreiben = telegram.] The construc-
tion of the camps is to be based on the sketches of Amt 11, which found the approval of
the Inspector of KL on 27 Sept.”

* On November 1, 1941, Kammler sent the following order to the Central Construction Of-
fice of KL Lublin (see there):

“The construction order for the erection of a concentration camp in Lublin to house
125,000 prisoners of war is hereby issued. ”

Headquarters Order No. 26/41 mentions the result of a collection for the Winter Frei, pp. 68f.
Relief Charity, that all SS members receive a 50% discount for theater visits in

Bielitz, that they must carry their pay book with them when leaving the camp, and

that express trains are not vacation trains. Changes to wartime pay are explained,

a lost bicycle is reported, and found items are listed (including a car key).

October 1941

1,

Main Office Budget and Construction, the Chief of Office Il Construction. Letter ~ RGVA, 502-1-319,
to the Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police with the sub-  Pp. 227-239.
ject “Final details for construction projects in the Ill. Year of war economy.”

“According to the guidelines of the Plenipotentiary General for Construction for the

handling of construction projects important to the war effort in the 3rd year of war

economy, dated 12 July 1941, the building permit is issued only after approval by

stamp imprint of the application documents explained in the enclosed guidelines

A) site sketch

B) construction description

C) cost estimate

by the inspection commission of the responsible military district. ”

Detailed guidelines follow.

“Karl Bischoff, Special Representative for Construction of the Auschwitz Prison-  RGVA502-1-85,
er of War Camp”. pp. 8-10.
“According to telex dated 27 Sept. 41, Main Office Budget and Construction, Office Il,

Berlin, the undersigned was dispatched to Auschwitz as special representative for the
construction of a POW camp of 50000 men. [...]

3.) erection of barracks.

a.) wood procurement:

As can be seen from the files, the wood is to be cut from the local forest. The camp co-

vers an area of about 10000 acres, the forest stand is very sparse. The possible defor-

estation would take such a long time exceeding the set deadlines, and would be dis-
proportionate to the yield, moreover, the stock is too young. Negotiations with the for-

estry offices of Saybusch, Bielitz and Andrichau Castle will be started immediately for

the procurement of the wood. ”

Letter from the SS Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the J.A. Topf & Sons RGVA, 502-2-23,
company, Erfurt, with the subject “Order for a coke-fired Topf cremation furnace  P- 269.

with double muffle and compressed-air system”.

“The Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz refers to the negotia-

tions held with your Herr Chief Engineer Prifer and, on the basis of your offer of 25

Sept. 41 and your general terms of delivery A, places with you: Order for the delivery

and assembly of a coke-fired Topf double-muffle cremation furnace with compressed-

air system, coffin-introduction cart with rail system and turntable at a total price of

Rmk. 7,332.00. The order is to be confirmed. ”
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Headquarters Order No. 27/41 gives a long list of appointments, sets the daily
rhythm including working hours for inmate labor units, introduces the leader of
the protective-custody camp, and mentions a lost ring.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. Prisoner locksmith shop. Work card.
Order No. 1760. BW 11.

“Subject: making 25 pieces of deaeration hats from sheet iron 27/27 cm long. Other-
wise as specified.

Applicant: crematorium.

Started: 7 Oct. 1941. Finished: 13 Oct. 1941.”

Special Construction Office for the construction of a Waffen-SS prisoner-of-war
camp at Auschwitz, Upper Silesia. “Site plan of the prisoner-of-war camp —
Auschwitz U.S.,” drawn by SS-Unterscharfiihrer Fritz Ertl.

The complex is divided into three sections: Quarantine Camp, Camp | and Camp
.

Letter from the Construction Office to the 1st Leader of the Protective-Custody
Camp Auschwitz CC with the subject “Additional Rations for Prisoner No. 1000,
Plaskura”.

“The Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz again requests, as
already communicated in our letter of 12 Sept. 41, to grant additional rations to in-
mate no. 1000, Plaskura, since he can be given the best report in terms of performance
and conduct.”

Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz. Accommodation
barracks for a prison camp. Capacity ca-550 744 [corrected with pen] men.
Handwritten note: “62 bunks with 4 men =248 men in 3 [layers ?] = 248 x 3 =
744 men.”

The J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, confirms receipt of an order from the SS
Construction Office Auschwitz dated October 3, 1941 for a coke-fired Topf dou-
ble-muffle cremation furnace.

Telegram from SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC to “Topfwerke, Er-
furt”:

“Expecting visit from your Herr Prifer early next week, regarding new construction of
crematorium. Wire when Prfer will arrive.”

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS New Construction
Office Auschwitz CC. The company confirms receipt of the telegram of October
11 and states: “PrUfer arrives twenty first 9 o’clock.”

Special Construction Office for the construction of a Waffen-SS prisoner-of-war
camp at Auschwitz U.S. “Site plan of the prisoner-of-war camp-Auschwitz U.S.,”
drawn by prisoner No. 471 Alfred Brzybylski.

Division into three sections as in the plan of October 7, 1941.

Headquarters Order No. 28/41 announces the result of a collection for the Winter
Relief Charity, orders ideological training for all SS members, informs about fur-
ther-education and training courses (arithmetic, German, shorthand), and repeats
the ban on carrying weapons off duty for SS men and NCOs.

“6 Commendation

SS rifleman Otto Muller, 3rd /SS-T-Sturmbann, succeeded in preventing a prisoner,
who was already in civilian clothes, from escaping and arresting him. | express my
appreciation to SS rifleman Otto Maller for this.”

It is also noted that those commandeered to other departments are subordinate to
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their company while off-duty. The staff company provides important units on
Sundays. A power cut is announced as well as fish sales on Fridays. Prisoner
move-in and roll call times and infirmary hours are changed. Lost and found ob-
jects are mentioned.

The J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, sent to the SS New Construction Office
Auschwitz CC “Parts for the coke-fired Topf double-muffle cremation furnace.”
Total weight: 3,548.5 kg.

Letter from the SS Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the firm H.F. Meyer,
Tarnow, with the subject “Order for a barracks camp”.

“The Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz orders for im-
mediate delivery according to your offer of 16 Oct. 41.”:

1 piece office barracks 12.50 x 21.25 m large, 2.80 m high: price RM 14,640

6 pieces crew barracks 42.50 x 12.50 m large, 2.50 m high: price RM 24,000 per
piece

1 piece utility barracks 62.50 x 12.50 m large + 21.25 x 10 m large, 3 m high:
price RM 53,675

1 piece garage hall 36.00 x 14.28 m large: price RM 29,300

1 piece toilet barracks 7,50 x 11,25 m large, 2,50 m high: price RM 4,080

1 piece toilet barracks 5.21 x 12.50 m large, 2.70 m high: price RM 3,770

1 piece guard barrack 8.23 x 13.40 m large, 2.70 m high: price RM 6,390.

Letter from the SS Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the firm H.F. Meyer,
Tarnow, with the subject “Order for a barracks camp”.

“The Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz orders for immediate
delivery according to your offer of 16.10.41. "

6 pieces of crew barracks, 42.50 x 12.50 m in size, 2.80 m high: price RM 25,000
per piece.

1 piece canteen barracks, 62.50 x 12.50 m large, 3 m high: price RM 40,625.

Letter from the SS Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the J.A. Topf & Sons
company, Erfurt, with the subject “Order for Topf three-muffle furnaces, forced-
draft systems and waste-incineration furnace”.

“The Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz refers to the conver-
sation between your Herr Prifer and the local head of construction K. Bischoff, and
places an order with you for:

5 pcs. Topf three-muffle furnaces with compressed-air system

2 pes. Topf forced draft units for approx. 10,000 cbm flue gases each per hour

1 pc. Topf waste incinerator.”

The Inspector of Concentration Camps. Letter to the commandants of the concen-
tration camps with the subject “Written reports on Soviet-Russian prisoners of
war”. Instructions on admissions, transfers, and deaths of these prisoners of war.
“(c) send in a death notice to be drawn up by the camp physician, signed, and bearing
his official seal.

The designation of the grave location is omitted, since cremation is to take place, and
the urns are to be kept ready on call.”

“Special Construction Office for the construction of the Waffen-SS prisoner-of-war
camp at Auschwitz U/S.

Ref. No. 61/41 Bi/Da.

Subject: House Decree No. 2.

Medical care of civilian employees employed here.

Notifications of sickness by civilian employees must be made in writing to the CC in-
firmary via the Construction Office no later than 8:30 a.m. the next day. Attn. Bischoff.
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SS-Rottenfiihrer Walter Dejaco prepares the construction drawing “New construc-
tion crematorium, view from camp.”

X-ray book No. 3 of the prisoner infirmary of Auschwitz CC begins with this
date. It extends from October 27 to November 18, 1941, and contains entries
numbered 3338 to 4683. The pages are filled out in pairs (left and right pages as
one sheet), with the following columns: “Serial No.”, “Date”, “Inmate No”, “Last
and first name”, “Diagnosis”, “Surgery”, “Surgent”, “Assistant”, “Anaesthetist”,
“Anaesthesia”, “Remark.”

“Special Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz/labor de-
ployment. Order No. 1”.

“For the work assignment of the Huta & Lenz company, a commissioner has been ap-
pointed by the Special Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz for
the construction of a prisoner-of-war camp, who will initiate and regulate both the
work assignment and the procurement of identity cards. ”

“Special Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz /labor de-
ployment. Activity Report”.

“Altogether, up to the present day, 28 Oct. 41, the following have arrived and been
registered at the reception office of the Huta & Lenz company:

1.) bricklayers 314 men

2.) Carpenters 73 "

3.) Cleanup women 7

Together 394 men and women.”

A special headquarters order offers SS members a job at the company Deutsche
Erd- u. Steinwerke after appropriate further training.

Letter from the inmate infirmary, camp physician Auschwitz CC, to the concen-
tration-camp workshops (Installation Department):

“The inmate infirmary requires:

2 hot-water boilers for the bathing facilities (hot water). ”

“Special Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz /labor de-
ployment. Activity report.” There are 390 civilian workers and 7 cleanup women
in the camp, broken down as follows:

Firm Masons | Carpenters
Lenz 107 23
Huta 198 17
Total 305 85

Moreover the 7 cleanup women.

Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz, “Explanatory Report
on the Preliminary Design for the New Construction of the POW Camp of the
Waffen-SS, Auschwitz U/S.” and “Cost Estimate for the Preliminary Design for
the New Construction of the POW Camp of the Waffen-SS, Auschwitz U/S.”.
The land allocated to the PoW camp has an area of 81 ha.

“This plot of land is sufficient for the construction of a prisoner-of-war camp for ap-
proximately 125,000 prisoners. [...]

The groundwater varies between 0.30 and 1.20 m. The terrain is partly marshy. [...]
Design arrangement:

On the existing terrain are to be built:

I. Buildings:

1. BW 3 prisoner housing barracks 1,174
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2. BW 4 utility barracks 1-14

3. BW 5a delousing barracks 1

4. BW5b "2

5. BW 6 wash barracks 1-16

6. BW 7 toilet barracks 1-18

7. BW 8 morgue barracks

8th BW 9 quarantine camp entrance building

9th BW 10 headquarters building

10. BW 11 guard building

11. BW 12 enclosure with open privies

12. BW 13 wooden watchtowers

13. BW 14 barracks camp for guard troops

14. BW 15 warehouse

Exterior facilities:

15. BW 16 access road and parking lot

16. BW 17 road paving inside the camp

17. BW 18 sewerage system with sewage treatment plants

18. BW 18 water-supply plant

19. BW 20 high-voltage facility

20. BW 21 feeder of the power line from Birkenau

21. BW 22 telephone system

22nd BW 23 alarm system

23rd BW 24 fencing

24. BW 25 wire fences inside the camp

25. BW 26 transformer station

26th BW 27 rail siding from Auschwitz station. ”

“inmate lodging barracks:

The perimeter walls are constructed with 12 cm thick masonry blocks with pillar sup-
port every 4 meters. The barracks will be divided into 62 bunks with 3 levels of bunks,
one above the other, each for 3-4 prisoners. Thus, a barracks can be occupied by a
maximum of 744 prisoners.”

“Auxiliary operations:

As a result of the large occupancy (125000 prisoners), a crematorium is erected. It
contains 5 muffle furnaces, each with 3 muffles for 2 men, so that 60 men can be cre-
mated in one hour. In addition, a morgue basement and 1 garbage incinerator are
built. The crematorium will be built on the grounds of the concentration camp
[Auschwitz].”

“Construction time:

Construction has begun on October 15. The quarantine camp must be completed by
November 15 by order of the Chief of Office 1I-Construction.”

Total cost: RM 7,700,000.

. Construction Office: “Explanatory Report on the Preliminary Design for the Con-  RGVA, 502-1-225,
struction and Expansion of the Concentration Camp Auschwitz U/S. Construction  Pp. 2-11; ibid., pp.
Section I”. 12-25.
“According to the order of the Reichsfuhrer-SS and Chief of the German Police, a

concentration camp for approx. 30,000 prisoners is to be built on the site of the former

Polish artillery barracks in Auschwitz U.S.”

“I. Buildings.

(a) Existing structures.

1st BW 4 inmate infirmary building.

2nd BW 5 prisoner cell building

3rd BW 11 prov. crematorium (former bunker).

4. BW 12 prisoner effects storage building

5. BW 13 prov. headquarters building

6. BW 14 prov. SS infirmary and mess-hall building
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7. BW 17A prov. crew building 1

8. BW 17b prov. crew building 2

9. BW 19 prov. inmate workshop barracks

10-26. BW 20A-R prov. inmate accommodation buildings 1-17
27th BW 24 prov. headquarters residential building

28th BW 35 prov. school building with kindergarten

b) Constructed buildings

29th BW 6 prov. main guardhouse

30. BW 7A prov. block leader accommodation barracks

31st BW 18 prov. motor vehicle hall

32nd BW 30A prov. motor vehicle workshop

33. BW 42 prov. prisoner kitchen barracks

I1. External facilities:

(a) Existing facilities

34. BW 9 sewerage system

35. BW 23A prov. transformer station

36. BW 29 water supply plant

37. BW 33A stable facilities

b) Constructed facilities:

38. BW 8 prov. guard towers

39. BW 21 road paving

40th BW 26A field barns

41st BW 34 bathhouse at the Sola River

42nd BW 41 fences of protective-custody camp and industrial yard
43rd BW 49 electr. outdoor facilities

44, BW 27 existing dwellings for married headquarters staff. ”
“Prov. crematorium. Installation in former bunker with 2 double furnaces, morgue,
etc.”

The related cost estimate provides for a total cost of RM 2,026,000.
“BW 11 prov. crematorium (former bunker).

Erection of partition walls, installation of two double furnaces, erection of a new
chimney, irrigation and drainage systems.

prov. crematorium: total cost, best approximation 52,000.00.”

Construction Office: “Explanatory Report on the Preliminary Design for the Con-
struction and Expansion of the Auschwitz Concentration Camp U/S. Construction
Phase 117

“l. Buildings:

a) Existing structures: [...]” as for Construction Section I, but additionally the fol-
lowing structures:

“BW 30 B fuel station

BW 36 A officers’ mess

BW 50 construction yard.

b) Constructed structures:

BW 7 B prov. block leader barracks

BW 28 prov. reception barrack with delousing

BW 32A civilian workers’ accommodation barracks

BW 32B civilian workers’ accommodation building

BW 37A construction-office barracks

BW 100-107: inmate lodging buildings 18-25

I1. Exterior facilities:

(a) Existing facilities:

BW 39 prov. SS quarters

BW 9 prov. sewerage system

BW 23A prov. transformer station

BW 29 water-supply plant
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BW 33A prov. stable facilities

BW 44 sports field facilities

BW 45 shooting range facility

b) Constructed facilities:

BW 8 prov. watchtowers

BW 21 road reinforcements

BW 23 backup power generator

BW 40 fences protective-custody camp and industrial yard

BW 49 outdoor electrical installations

BW 54 gardening facilities

BW 33B prov. slaughterhouse with dairy

BW 27 further expansion and repair of existing housing for married NCOs
BW 36 B, similar, for married officers.”

The related cost estimate provides for total costs of RM 4,630,000.

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS Construction Office  RGVA, 502-1-312,
Auschwitz CC with the subject “Your letter dated 22 Oct. 41, crematorium, cre-  p. 103.

mation furnaces”. The Topf company announces that it will send confirmation of

the order and the corresponding cost estimates in the next few days.

Headquarters Order No. 29/41 announces the exchange of adjutants from the Frei, pp. 75f.
Auschwitz and Neuengamme camps and the assignment of Karl Bischoff as the

camp’s Head of Construction. Daytime limits on commandeering prisoners are

mentioned. SS members are forbidden to enter the leather factory because of re-

peated circumvention of official channels for leather repairs. Completion of pay

books is urged. Reporting rules for vacationers, travelers and troop units in Vien-

na are issued. The loss of a ring is mentioned.

November 1941

1. Main Office Budget and Construction, the Chief of Office 11 Construction, SS- RGVA, 502-1-233,
Oberfithrer Kammler. Letter to the Construction Office Auschwitz CC with the p 1%
subject “Auschwitz Prisoner of War Camp”. 502-1-215, p. 10.

“The construction order for the erection of a prisoner-of-war camp to house 125000
prisoners of war is hereby issued. ”

The Topf company, J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, sends the SS Construction Office RGVA, 502-1-327,
Auschwitz CC the “Cost estimate for aeration and deaeration systems”, offer no.  pp. 149-157.
41/0587/1, for the new crematorium (the later Crematorium II).

For the “B” room [morgue 1], an aeration blower as well as a deaeration blower

for conveying 4,800 m3 of air per hour, with a fresh-air intake pipe and exhaust air

pipe of 450 mm, in addition a three-phase motor, motor protection switch, star-

delta switch and a pressure pipe, are planned at a price of 720 RM per piece.

Deaeration system for furnace room: 1 blower to convey 10,000 m3 air per hour,

exhaust-air piping from 550 to 250 mm, otherwise as above. Price RM 1,837.

Deaeration system for dissecting room and washing room: 1 blower for convey-

ing 3,000 m3 of air per hour, exhaust air piping of 375 mm, otherwise as above.

Price 779 RM.

Deaeration system for “L” room [morgue 2]: 1 blower to convey 10,000 m? of air

per hour, otherwise as above. Price: RM 3,332. Total price: RM 7,795.

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS Construction Office ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
Auschwitz CC with the subject “Your letter dated 22 Oct. 41, order for Topf pp. 81-83.
three-muffle furnaces, induced forced-draft systems and Topf waste incinerator”.

“We thank you very much for the order placed with us for the delivery of

5 Topf triple-muffle furnaces with compressed-air system
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2 coffin insertion devices with rail system for 5 furnaces

3 Topf forced-draft devices

1 Topf waste incinerator

flue system.

We accept the order on the basis of our enclosed cost estimate and its conditions at the
total price of RM 51,237.”

“Implementation: We would like to mention that the cremation chambers in the fur-
naces are now built larger than in previous furnaces. Through this we want to achieve
a greater output. For the same reason, we have also provided for 3 forced-draft sys-
tems instead of 2, but we have also taken into account the fact that frozen corpses will
be cremated, which require more heating material, thus increasing the amount of
waste gas.”

5. SS Construction Office Auschwitz CC. Prisoner No. 538 draws the “guard build-
ing for PoW camp, drawing no. 11”.

6. “Report on the business trip of SS-Untersturmfiihrer (S) Urbanczyk with SS-
Strm. Béhm as representatives of the Auschwitz CC headquarters to the Bau-
Chemie Company in Berlin on Nov. 5 and 6, 1941, concerning the allocation of
raw materials.”

Discussion about the degree of urgency of construction projects:

“For each building project separately, the following documents are to be enclosed
with the individual applications: Construction description, site plan, floor plans, sec-
tions, parts lists, views, total costs, costs of civilian labor deployment and costs of in-
mate labor deployment.”

Auschwitz CC Headquarters. Order with the subject “Escape of prisoners”.
“Recently, Polish protective-custody inmates and also Russians have repeatedly es-
caped, often up to three on one day. The cause was investigated in more detail and it
was found that the Poles and Russian prisoners of war let themselves be dug in, and
then escaped after the chain of guards had been withdrawn. In the case of the demoli-
tion squad, for example, 5 Russians also escaped on 3 Nov. 41. According to a witness
(Russians), they also allowed themselves to be buried in the rubble of a demolition site
and, in order not to suffocate, attached a pipe to their mouths, which protruded some-
what from the rubble. The prisoners practiced the burial first by one of them laying
down in some hole, and the next one then covered him with bricks or demolition de-
bris. In this way, one after the other follows. In the POW camp itself, the prisoners
hide under the so-called bridges laid over the water ditches and also under building
materials.”

Huta A.G. Kattowitz informs the Auschwitz Construction Office of the break-
down of the workforce as of November 2, 1941: 220 Germans and 36 foreigners.

7. “Elevation Plan of POW Camp, Drainage Construction Section I. Drainage Plan,”
drawing by inmate no. 115.

Headquarters Order No. 30/41:

“1st Commendation

SS-Sturmmann Reimers, headquarters staff Auschwitz CC, dept. agriculture, succeed-
ed in shooting a fleeing Russian prisoner of war about 400 meters outside the chain of
posts, and thus prevented his escape. | would like to express my appreciation to SS-
Strm. Reimers my appreciation for this.”

In addition, two commandeerings are mentioned, rules of conduct are given for
the staff company in the event of an alarm, and dealings with foreign civilian
workers are restricted to official matters. Civilian workers must remove head cov-
erings when leaving the camp to ensure that these are not escaping prisoners. An
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ordinance requiring reporting of not yet conscripted draftees is explained. A re-
minder for the deadline for Sunday leaves is given. A soldier’s song is ethnically
cleansed of anything Polish. A reminder of speed limits due to speeders. Lost
money and a stolen bicycle are mentioned.

SS Construction Office Auschwitz. Letter to the Main Office Budget and Con-
struction, the Chief of Office I1-Construction, with the subject “Renaming of the
local SS Construction Office to ‘Central Construction Office’.”

“In accordance with consultation with the Chief of Office I, SS-Oberfiihrer Dr.
Kammler, on the occasion of the inspection of the construction site on 24 Oct. 41, the
office requests that the SS New Construction Office be renamed the ‘Central Construc-
tion Office” of the Waffen-SS and Police in Auschwitz.

The request is justified as follows:

The area of interest of the concentration camp has an area of 15 km square, on which
extensive construction work is planned.

Likewise, the construction of a prisoner-of-war camp for 125,000 prisoners of war is
taking place.”

SS Construction Office of Auschwitz CC. Plan “Delousing Plant for PoW camp,”
drawn by inmate no. 127, Josef Sikora. Reviewed by SS-Untersturmfihrer Walter
Dejaco on 10 Nov. and approved by SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Karl Bischoff on 11
Nov.

Main elements: unclean side, undressing room — wash and shower room — clean
side, dressing room — double sluice and disinfestation gas chamber.

SS-Oberfilhrer Kammler, “Organization Plan of a Construction Office of the
Waffen-SS and Police.”

Subject Area | — Structural Engineering

Subject Area Il — Civil engineering

Subject Area I11 — Mechanical engineering

Subject Area IV — General Accounting.

Letter from the Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the Main Office Budget and
Construction, the Chief of Office I1-Construction, with the subject “Request for
Operating Funds, Month of December 1942”.

“The Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz reports the expected
need for money for the month of December 1941 at 1,200,000.00 Rmk. at Chapter
21/7.

The increase of Rmk. 500,000.00 is due to construction of the prisoner-of-war camp.”

Telegram from the SS Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the Topf company,
Erfurt:

“Third furnace plant is needed extremely urgently. Wire when installation will take
place and plant will be completed. ”

Letter from the Construction Office to the Weimar Armaments Command with the
subject “Leave of absence for the construction soldier Ludwig Topf from Langen-
salza”.

“The Topf & Sons company, combustion technology, Erfurt, has received an order
from the local office to build an incineration plant as quickly as possible, since a pris-
oner-of-war camp has been attached to the Auschwitz concentration camp, which will
be occupied by about 120,000 Russians in a very short time. The construction of the
cremation plant has therefore become urgently necessary in order to prevent epidem-
ics and other dangers. The person in charge of the plant is the construction soldier
Ludwig Topf from Langensalza.”

The Topf company announces that, without the presence of Ludwig Topf, “the in-

RGVA, 502-1-295,
p. 203.

AMPO, Neg. No.
20932/1.

RGVA, 502-1-12,
p. 31.

RGVA, 502-1-215,
p.2.

RGVA, 502-1-312,
p. 102.

RGVA, 502-1-314,
pp. 8-8a.



THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 59

stallation of the cremation plant is not possible,” but that construction is sched-
uled to begin on November 18, 1941. The Central Construction Office therefore
requests that L. Topf be granted a 3-week leave of absence.

“Reichsfiihrung SS, Main Office Budget and Construction. Organization plan of Of- RGVA, 502-1-12,

fice Il — Construction.” Diagram. p. 9.
SS-Oberfithrer Kammler, “Organization Plan of a Central Construction Office of =~ RGVA, 502-1-12,
the Waffen-SS and Police.” p.29.

Subject Area | — General Construction Affairs

Subject area Il — General construction administration

Subject area 111 — Structural engineering

Field IV — Civil Engineering

Field V — Mechanical Engineering

Field VI — SS Construction Offices

Subject area VII — Construction Funds + Accounting + Billing.

Letter from the Construction Office to the Army Pioneer Park at Cosel with the RGVA, 502-1-55,
subject “Supply of Barbed Wire”: p. 64.

“The local office has received an order from the superior office to carry out a prison-

er-of-war camp for 120000 men in an immediate program.

For the fencing of the quarantine and main camp (double electr.-charged wire barri-

er) 120 km of galvanized barbed wire are needed.”

A special headquarters order announces the dissolution of the staff company and  Frei, p. 79
the incorporation of all its NCOs and SS men into the SS-T-Sturmbann. The re-
sulting bureaucratic circumstances are explained.

13. Reply of the Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the telegram from the SS Construc- RGVA, 502-1-312,
tion Office Auschwitz CC dated November 11, 1941: pp. 100-101.
“One of our furnace construction fitters will return on Monday, the 17th of the month,
from another construction site; we have earmarked him for furnace construction. Ac-
cordingly, the fitter will arrive there no later than Wednesday, the 19th of that month.

It is expected that our chief engineer Priifer will also be there at the end of next week
or the beginning of the week after next to discuss the new order with you on the basis
of the drawing submitted by us.”

14. Letter from the Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz, to RGVA, 502-1-55,
the headquarters of Defence District Kattowitz, with the subject “Securing the p.33.
manpower requirements for the construction of a Waffen-SS prisoner-of-war
camp in Auschwitz in accordance with the Standstill-Agreement for special pro-
jects in the interest of Reich defense pursuant to the Fuehrer Decree”:

“Enclosed is a list of Huta, Above- and Underground Construction Inc., Kattowitz
branch, naming those workers who are employed in the construction of the POW camp
of the Waffen-SS at Auschwitz and who are subordinate to your office re. military reg-
istration.

The construction of the prisoner-of-war camp has been ordered by the superior office
for the fastest possible completion, and the deployed forces have been obligated to
serve by the president of the State Labor Office in Kattowitz. The application is passed
on with approval.”

Main Office Budget and Construction. “General Plan of the Construction Inspec-  WAPL, Zentral-
torates and Central Construction Offices of the Waffen-SS and Police.” Map of bauleitung, 3, p.
the Reich (incl. the Government General) dividing the area into four major dis- 24.

tricts: West, North, South, East, indicating the location of:

Headquarters of the Higher SS and Police Leader [HSSPF].
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Seat of a Construction Inspectorate

Seat of a Central Construction Office [Central Construction Office].

Upper Silesia is part of the Southeast Subdistrict, which includes a Central Con-
struction Office (and a headquarters of the HSSPF) in Breslau and a Central Con-
struction Office in Auschwitz.

In the General Government there is an HSSPF headquarters, a Construction In-
spectorate, and a Central Construction Office in Krakéw, and also a Central Con-
struction Office in Warsaw, Lublin, Debica, and Lviv (which are “part of the Gen-
eral Government”).

The Inspector of Concentration Camps. Letter to the commandants of the concen-
tration camp with the subject “Execution of Russian prisoners of war”.

“The Reichsflihrer-SS and Chief of the German Police has agreed in principle that, of
the Russian prisoners of war transferred to the concentration camps for execution (es-
pecially commissars) who, on account of their physical condition, can be used for
work in a quarry, the execution will be postponed. For this measure, the consent of the
Chief of the Security Police and the SD must be obtained beforehand. For this pur-
pose, it is ordered:

When execution transports arrive in the camps, the physically strong Russians who are
suitable for work in a quarry are to be singled out by the leader of the protective-
custody camp and the camp doctor. A list of the Russians selected by name is to be
submitted here in duplicate. The camp physician must note on this list that there are no
objections on the part of the doctor to the employment of the persons concerned.

After the Chief of the Security Police and the SD have given their consent, the Rus-
sians in question will be transferred to a quarry camp from here.

signed. Gliicks

SS-Brigadefiihrer and Major General of the Waffen-SS. ”

Auschwitz Concentration Camp — Department I1. Letter “to the leader of the pro-
tective-custody camp of Au. CC.”

“On the basis of the decree overleaf [of November 16, 1942], the Russians who are
exempt from execution are to be reported here. At the same time it is requested to re-
port to here those who are eligible for the above order, since these must be submitted
in list form to the ICC and to the Chief of the Security Police. In this regard, agree-
ment with the local camp physician is absolutely necessary. Eligible are the Russians
on the enclosed list, the Russian prisoners of war selected by the special unit for exe-
cution last week.

The head of Department |1

Grabner

SS-Untersturmfiihrer and Detective.”

Telegram from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS Construction Of-
fice Auschwitz CC: “Fitter Mehr arrives nineteenth forenoon — Topf Works.”

The J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, requests the SS Construction Office
Auschwitz CC to pay at least half of the order amount (order no. 41 D 1980/1) of
3,650 RM and repeats this request on November 27.

Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz. Certificate:

“In addition to its construction project, the Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and
Police Auschwitz received the order to build housing for 125,000 captured Russians as
quickly as possible. For the transport of building materials and equipment, prisoner
convoys are used for the most part. For this purpose, 30 carts are urgently needed. ”

X-ray book No. 4 of the prisoner infirmary of Auschwitz CC begins with this
date. It extends from November 18, 1941 to December 9, 1941, and contains en-
tries numbered 4684 to 5817.
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19.

20.

21.

23.

Headquarters Order No. 31/41 mentions a number of commandeerings, lists the
results of a collection for the Winter Relief Charity, reserves the horse hunting car
for the commandant, schedules a department head meeting, reaffirms the chain of
command for motor vehicle requisitions, lifts the ban on entering the village of
Neuberun, reaffirms that express trains are not vacation trains, and mentions a
found wedding ring.

Letter from the government of the Government General to the Reich Minister of
the Interior with the subject “Diseases of Jews with typhus who returned to Vien-
na from the Government General”.

“The increased incidence of typhus in the Government General is essentially due to
the fact that Jews illegally left the district to which they had been assigned. This has
resulted in very extensive illnesses in the districts of Radom, Lublin and Warsaw. In a
very large number of cases there was unimpeachable proof of this claim.”

To prevent contagion, the guilty are sentenced to death. The first death sentences
have already been passed.

The Main Office Budget and Construction, the head of Office I1-Construction,
sends to the Central Construction Office an “approved sketch about the design of
the crematorium.” These are two drawings by the architect Werkmann, a civilian
employee belonging to Department 11/3/3 (CC and PoW camp construction mat-
ters) of the Main Office Budget and Construction. One of the drawings contains a
west and north elevation and a floor plan of the basement of the new crematori-
um, the other an east and south elevation and a cross-section and floor plan of the
first floor. These documents were reprinted in Pressac 1993, Doc. 10f.

A special headquarters order announces the invalidity of the 12 Nov. order to dis-
band the staff company. The members of the headquarters now form the head-
quarters staff.

Letter from Kurt Prifer, J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to SS Construction
Office Auschwitz CC.

“In view of the importance and problematic nature of the new design to be created for
you, | have interested my plant manager, Mr. Ludwig Topf, in Auschwitz CC. Since
Mr. Topf has worked through the three-muffle cremation furnace himself, he would al-
so like to get to know and see the construction site, especially the furnace in operation,
because of its construction. Mr. Topf is currently a construction soldier in the 3rd
Construction Replacement Battalion 9 in the area here. | would now like Mr. Topf to
travel there with me to take part in the meeting. In order for the above-mentioned to be
granted leave, | would ask you to send a telegram to my company, perhaps with the
following content:

‘Request urgent visit from Ludwig Topf for second to fifth December for discussion of
furnace redesign’.”

A telegram with this text was sent to the SS Construction Office, probably on the
same day.

Headquarters Order No. 32/41 forwards Himmler*s order to refrain from official
Christmas and New Year’s wishes in order to relieve the postal service and per-
sonnel. The manner in which prisoner units are to be requested is repeated. Mail
may not be collected from headquarters until after 11:00 a.m. An ordinance sheet
for training troop cooks is cited, and two newly trained troop cooks are named. A
date is set for nominations for appointments. Instructions are given for theater vis-
its to Kattowitz. The beginning of further-education and training courses (arith-
metic, German, shorthand) is set. Procedures for substituting for the camp com-
mandant are explained. Two lost items are mentioned.
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Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS Construction Office
Auschwitz CC with the subject “Crematorium, new coke-fired double-muffle
cremation furnace, fireclay materials”.

The Topf company informs the SS Construction Office that the company
Collmener Schmottewerke Ltd., Colditz, cannot ship fireclay materials because of
the rail-car blockage and asks it to intervene with the Construction Materials Of-
fice East of the Plenipotentiary General for the Regulation of the Construction In-
dustry in Breslau to provide a rail car for the company in question.

Central Construction Office. “Proposal for enlargement of the slaughterhouse and
new construction of the dairy,” plan no. 840.

The Chief of Office 11-Construction of the Main Office of Budget and Construc-
tion writes to the Central Construction Offices of Lublin and Auschwitz:

“The Inspector of CC desires the erection of mortuary sheds in the concentration
camps.”

Central Construction Office, “Re: economizing unyieldingly. Taking note of the
letter from the Main Office Budget and Construction, the Chief of Office Il —
Construction, dated 25 Nov. 41:”

The following is a list of 62 Central Construction Office members with 34 signa-
tures.

Central Construction Office. File memo with the subject “Meeting on 26 Nov. 41,
Auschwitz CC Headquarters” on water supply.

“The RF-SS expressed himself accordingly during his last visit to Auschwitz in March
1941, and also firmly rejected the construction of a water-extraction plant for the pur-
poses of the city of Auschwitz or industry.”

Letter from the SS Construction Office Auschwitz CC to the company Collmener
Schmottewerke Ltd., Colditz, with the subject “Delivery of fireclay materials for
a double-muffle cremation furnace on behalf of the company L.A. Topf & Sons,
Erfurt”. The SS Construction Office forwarded the permission of the Oppeln
Transport Command to ship the rail car with fireclay materials.

Construction Office of the Waffen SS and Police Auschwitz U/S.-Oswiecim.
Work card. Order no. 1009.

“For crematorium the following work is to be carried out:

Shipping boxes for urns according to crematorium specifications.

50 pieces 26 x 19 x 19 cm

50 pieces 26/19/19 cm large.

Started: 28 Nov. 41. Finished: 13 Dec. 41.”

Army High Command. Detailed guidelines concerning “Prevention of typhus”.

December 1941

1.

“Consumables. Receipt in the month of November 1941- from 1 Nov.-30 Nov.” from
storage warden, SS-Unterscharfihrer [illegible].

“.]
596 kg of chlorinated lime rail car 82574 — Bytom.

572 " ‘Azot’ Chem. factory Jaworzno U/S [...]

306 " " rail car 87072 — Bytom

582 " " “Azot” Chem. factory Jaworzno U/S

3000 " Zyklon (hydrogen cyanide) rail car Munich 19931 — Dessau
3000 pes. Refractory ID markers Martinroda (Thar.) [...]
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1130 kg chlorinated lime Centr. Drugstore G. Glowa, Gleiwitz
10172 pcs. standard soap Theodor Parzyk, Hindenburg

108 " Curd soap " " "
30,476 kg soap flakes " " "
2500 kg of washing powder

"o o

As part of the “Strict Saving” campaign, a special headquarters order also encour-  Frei, p. 85
ages Wehrmacht salary earners to save a portion of their pay.

3. SS-WVHA. “Audit comment on the preliminary design for the Waffen-SS prison- RGVA, 502-1-215,
er-of-war camp Auschwitz.” p. 14.
“The preliminary design concludes after expert technical examination with an esti-
mated cost of RM 7700000.--.
Designs of the crematorium and the bakery were drawn up in Office Il.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Main Office Budget and Con- ~ RGVA, 502-1-312,
struction. Office 11B, with the subject “Crematorium for Auschwitz Concentration P- 93.
Camp”.

“The above office submits enclosed a drawing of the installation of the incinerators

and the chimney, as well as the arrangement of the flues and forced-draft systems for

the new crematorium building. The drawing is taken from the project of the Topf &

Sons Erfurt company, and is the result of several discussions between the chief engi-

neer Prifer of the Topf & Sons company and the local office. For operational reasons,

it is absolutely necessary to install the chimney centrally in order to avoid unneces-

sarily long flues. The above department requests that the sketches concerning the de-

sign of the crematorium be amended in accordance with this proposal and approved. ”

3. Main Office Budget and Construction. “Audit comment on the preliminary design RGVA, 502-1-233,
for the Waffen-SS Auschwitz prisoner-of-war camp”. p. 60.
“The preliminary design, after technical examination, concludes with a cost estimate
of RM 7700000.--.
New designs of the crematorium and the bakery have been drawn up in Office Il and
are attached.”

4. Central Construction Office. “Construction Report for the Month of November RGVA, 502-1-214,
1941.” pp. 9-11.
General:

“About 800 civilian workers, 2495 prisoners u. 1150 prisoners of war, about 60-
80 horse-drawn vehicles, 3 trucks, and 1 semi-trailer truck are currently in use.”
Construction site operations:

A.) Protective custody camp: prisoner quarters, prisoner kitchen. “The delousing
and admission building with prisoner baths is under construction.”

B.) Accommodation and utility buildings for troops.

C.) Officers’ and NCOs’ dormitories.

“D.) Prisoner-of-war camp:

For the time being, the quarantine camp has been expanded, and the following
stage of construction has been reached so far:

6 barracks for about 700 prisoners each completed except for glazing.

8 additional barracks roofed and shell completed.

7 barracks shells completed and roof pitched.

2 barracks completed except for roofing.

The foundations of 7 barracks were completed.

1 utility barracks with roofing started, chimneys bricked.

1 utility barracks completed except for roofing. Concrete fence post 90% com-
plete, barbed wire attached except for lower rows.
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Entrance building with transformer station under construction, roof trusses cut at
transformer station. Power line from Birkenau cardboard factory to warehouse in-
stalled.

3 wells for water supply completed. Foundation of access road from CC to PoW
camp 90% completed, rolling had to be stopped due to snowfall. The septic tank
and the trench leading to the Vistula River had to be stopped due to lack of pris-
oners or prisoners of war. Demolition of the village of Birkenau continued, and
the resulting material was taken to the construction site for processing.”

E.) Main economic camp of the Waffen-SS.

F.) SS canteen community Auschwitz.

G.) Civil engineering

H.) Miscellaneous.

“Special Construction Office der Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz /labor deploy-
ment. Activity report”. Civilian workers of the companies Lenz and Huta.

Firm Masons | Carpenters | Women | Misc
Lenz 152 71 1 1
Huta 199 76 9 /
Total 351 147 10 1

Letter from the Main Office Budget and Construction, the Chief of Office I1-
Construction, to the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt.

“With reference to the discussion with your Mr. Chief Engineer Kurt Priifer, an order
is hereby placed with you for the delivery of 4 pieces of Topf double-4-muffle crema-
tion furnaces according to the delivered plan (drawing no. D 59478). The delivery will
be made on the basis of the cost estimate still to be submitted for 4 furnaces. You will
supply the fireclay materials and the monolithic ramming mix and the cast and
wrought iron fittings for the furnaces. The anchoring irons as well as all masonry ma-
terials will be supplied on this side.”

Headquarters Order No. 33/41:

“1st Commendation

SS-Oberschiitzen Fritz Rott, 1st /SS-T-Stuba., and SS-Schitzen Johann Kamphus,
Headquarters Staff Dept. 11, succeeded in arresting a prisoner at the Sola who had es-
caped from the local camp on 22 Nov. 41. | express my appreciation to the above men-
tioned for this.”

There follows a several-page list of promotions, appointments, and commandeer-
ings. Correcting a previously issued order, the 1st leader of the protective-custody
camp is appointed deputy to the camp commandant. Warnings are issued against
touching or damaging survey stakes. A final deadline is set for wage tax cards.
Dogs running loose in the camp are to be shot. Proper use and equipment of ser-
vice bicycles is admonished. Punishment is threatened for willful damage to
clothing. Unused leave food cards are to be destroyed at the end of the leave. The
vacation regulations for the turn of the year 1941/42 are explained.

The J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, informs the SS Construction Office
Auschwitz CC that the Collmener Schamottewerke company has not received any
rail cars, despite approval by the Oppeln Transport Command.

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS Construction Office
Auschwitz CC with the subject “Crematorium, cremation furnace”.

“Our fitter M&hr had carried out the foundation installation for the new cremation
furnace as well as a repair on the two coke-fired double-muffle cremation furnaces
and had performed this work for a daily wage. We thank you very much for the order
placed with us for the provision of fitters, which we have accepted on the basis of our
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rates and conditions for the provision of fitters known to you.

We can inform you that a rail car with fire-clay material has been loaded by our sup-
plier Plutzsch, Fichtenhainichen near Rositz. These materials had been ordered as re-
placement materials for repair work by your CC administration there. However, we
can use these materials, which are sufficient for the construction of a new furnace, for
the new furnace for the time being, and ask you to make every effort to notify us in
good time so that we can send a fitter to erect the furnace there.”

X-ray book No. 5 of the prisoner infirmary of Auschwitz CC begins with this
date. It extends from December 10, 1941 to January 31, 1942 and contains entries
numbered 5818 to 7908.

Central Construction Office. “Construction report on the status of construction
work for the construction project for the Waffen-SS prisoner-of-war camp at
Auschwitz. Construction costs according to cost estimate of 30 Oct. 1941 RM
8,900,000.00 previously approved by decree of the Chief of Office I1-
Construction of 1 Nov. 1941 Ref. |1l B — So — 8/3 Se/Lo. RM 5,000,000.00”.
BW 31 - Bakery: RM 180,000.

BW 3 — inmate lodging barracks 1-174: RM 2,088,000.

BW 4 — utility barracks 1 and 2: RM 22,600 x 2.

BW 16 — Access road to the property: RM 600,000.

BW 18 — Sewerage system: RM 250,000

BW 21 — Feeding the power line from Birkenau to the camp: RM 15,000

BW 28 — Fences (electr. wire): RM 550,000.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Deadline Plan for Construction Pro-
jects: Auschwitz CC” for the month of November 1941. The sheets are divided in-
to 4 main columns: “Serial no.”, “Duration of construction” (with sub-columns
“Start”, one column for each month from May to December, and “End”: the ex-
pected end of the work), “Labor deployment”.

Structure Start [d/m/y]
1. fuel station 20/8/1941
2. crematorium 16/1/1941
3. workshops 1/7/1940
4. building yard 1/7/1940
5. officers’ mess 15/5/1941
6. officers’ quarters 10/7/1941
7. living quarters for married NCOs 1/7/1940
8. construction-office barracks 10/7/1941
9. prisoners’ kitchen 6/9/1941
10. civilian labor camp 26/10/1941
11. sports field 29/10/1941
12. irrigation 1/6/1940
13. road construction 1/6/1940
14. drainage 1/6/1940
15. electr. outdoor facilities 1/6/1940
16. watchtowers 1/6/1940
17. school and kindergarten 10/6/1941
18. stables and ancillary facilities 1/6/1940
19. laundry and reception building with delousing and inmate bath 12/10/1941
20. utility barracks for the troops 15/9/1941
21. prisoners’ quarters 18 1/5/1941

22. prisoners’ quarters 19 1/4/1941
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APMO, D-Aul-5/5.
ISD, folder 67h.

RGVA, 502-1-24,
pp. 489-492.

RGVA, 502-1-22,
p.5.
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23. prisoners’ quarters 20 1/4/1941
24, prisoners’ quarters 21 1/4/1941
25. prisoners’ quarters 22 15/8/1941
26. prisoners’ quarters 23 10/9/1941
27. prisoners’ quarters 24 10/10/1941
28. prisoners’ quarters 25 1/8/1941
29. prisoners’ quarters 112 5/11/1941
30. prisoners’ quarters 120 6/11/1941
31. crew quarters barracks 1 10/11/1941
32. crew quarters barracks 2 10/11/1941
33. crew quarters barracks 3 10/11/1941
34. crew quarters barracks 4 10/11/1941
35. main collector ditch 5/11/1941
36. officers” accommodation barracks 16/11/1941

Skilled workers: 508; unskilled workers: 1,513

. Letter from the Garrison Eldest (SS-Sturmbannfihrer Rudolf Hoss) to all SS de-  RGVA, 502-1-39,
partments of Auschwitz with the subject “spotted typhus — Instruction sheet for p. 10.
the soldier”. Instructions for the detection and prevention of typhus.

Construction Office von Auschwitz, Strength Report (civilian workers). RGVA, 502-1-18,
Firm Masons | Carpenters | Women | Misc. p.-3.
Lenz 149 70 2 1
Huta 199 76 11 /
Total 348 146 13 1
Letter from the Central Construction Office to H.F. Meyer, Wood Construction RGVA, 502-1-272,
and Saw Mill, with the subject “Barracks deliveries”. pp. 407-407a.

The Central Construction Office confirms the verbal order of October 21, 1941:
1) 2 pieces of barracks: price RM 5,846

2) 1 piece of canteen barracks: price RM 25,000

3) 1 piece of utility barracks: price RM 25,000

4) 1 piece construction-offices barracks: Price RM 53,420

5) 1 piece accommodation and utility barracks: price RM 61,000.

. Construction Office of Auschwitz. “Camp Regulations” for civilian workers in 14 RGVA, 502-1-18,
points. p.6.

“12) It is particularly pointed out that it is strictly forbidden for any civilian worker to

engage in conversation or talk with inmates.

13) All laborers bound to serve here are subject to the camp commandant of Auschwitz

CC, and are under the War Enabling Act.”

. Letter from the District President of Kattowitz to the administrative, police and APK, RK, 3219,
sanitary offices of the district with the subject “Measures against the spread of ty-  pp. 122-123.
phus by the Jewish population.”

J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt. Partial invoice with the subject “BW 11 — Crematorium  RGVA, 502-1-23,
extension, bunker” concerning the third Topf double-muffle cremation furnace. p. 262; ibid., 502-
Total cost: RM 7518.10. 1-23, pp. 261-
The final invoice, also dated December 16, 1941, shows the partial payment of 261a.

3650 RM made on January 31, 1942, and a “deduction for non-delivered turnta-

ble” of 82 RM, leaving 3786.10 RM still to be paid.

. Letter from the Central Construction Office to the headquarters of the Auschwitz ~ RGVA, 502-1-149,

CC with the subject “Screening results — drinking and industrial water from the F7)47735 ibid., pp.
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wells of the Seidler House”. Enclosed is a copy of the screening result of the State
Hygienic Institute Beuthen U/S. dated 15 December 1941, which contains the
chemical analysis of the water.

“Result: the water is bacteriologically and chemically unsound.”

1.G. Auschwitz plant. 14th construction meeting on 16 Dec. 41 in Leuna.

“[...] Concentration camp. The CC cannot bring the expected support, since it has or-
ders to produce accommodation for 120000 captured Russians in the shortest possible
time. [...]"

Headquarters Order No. 34/41 schedules the Yule celebration of the comman-
dant’s staff, reports on the results of donations for a request concert, regulates
payment for coal deliveries, warns not to use the road to the Central Construction
Office as a camp entrance, demands the use of SS ranks for postal addresses,
mentions that Neuberun is no longer part of the Auschwitz garrison, declares the
administration’s legal department responsible for all legal cases, and mentions
lost/misappropriated items.

Garrison Order No. 8/41 also reports that Neuberun is no longer part of the
Auschwitz garrison.

Central Construction Office, certificate.

“The above office hereby certifies that SS-Sturmmann Josef Janisch SS-No. 299849 is
assigned to produce photographic records for the Main Office Budget and Construc-
tion, within Auschwitz CC.”

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the SS Construction Office
Auschwitz CC with the subject “Your letter dated 16 Dec. 41, your letter no.
1959/41, crematorium, new cremation furnace”. The fireclay rail car has been on
its way to Auschwitz since 12 Dec. 41. The Topf company arranges for the fitter
Koch to be sent to the camp and to begin assembling the furnace on January 5,
1942.
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NI-11130.

Frei, pp. 92f.

Frei, p. 93

RGVA, 502-1-44,
p. 3.

RGVA, 502-1-312,
p. 81.
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1942

January 1942

3. The SS Construction Office Auschwitz CC informs the J.A. Topf & Sons company, RGVA, 502-1-312,

Erfurt, of the arrival of the fireclay material with rail car Frankfurt on Main No. p. 83.
33208. The company was already informed about this by means of an urgent tele-
gram.

Headquarters Order No. 1/42 mentions a promotion and the appointment of a new  Frei, pp. 93-95
Staff Scharflhrer of the headquarters. It is explained that Wehrmacht and Waffen

SS soldiers crossing the border into the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia are

no longer controlled by the border police. Weapons of booty may not be given as

souvenirs. A new deadline is set for promotion and appointment proposals. Writing

on clothes and equipment is forbidden. Stationery paper may not be used as wrap-

ping paper. Uniform regulations are reminded. Deadlines for submission of leave

slips are reminded. Service bicycles may be placed in bike racks only. Canteen

sales to civilians are allowed only with special permission. In addition, a badge

find is noted and the theft of three bicycles is deplored.

Letter from the SS Construction Office Auschwitz to the J.A. Topf & Sons compa- RGVA, 502-1-312,
ny, Erfurt, with the subject “Crematorium Auschwitz CC”. p. 82.

The SS Construction Office confirms to the Topf company the performance of 230

working hours and 26 overtime hours (including travel) for the period from No-

vember 27 to December 4 and December 18-26, 1941.

Special Construction Office for the construction of a Waffen-SS prisoner-of-war ~ APMO, BW 2/6,
camp at Auschwitz U.S. “Site plan of the Auschwitz Upper Silesia prisoner-of-war Neg. No. 21135/4.
camp,” drawn by SS-Unterscharfiihrer Karl Ulmer.

Central Construction Office. “Site Plan of the Auschwitz Prisoner-of-War Camp — RGVA, 502-2-95,
Upper Silesia”. Plan No. 885 drawn by SS-Unterscharfiihrer Walter Dejaco. In the p.7.
northwest corner is a “crematorium” of dimensions 55.50 m x 12 m and 10 m x

12.9 m (the extension contains the chimney).

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. Advance payment of RM 3,650 to the RGVA, 502-1-23,
J.A. Topf & Sons Erfurt company for “delivery and construction of a coke-fired ~ pp. 262-262a.
Topf double-muffle cremation furnace” (third furnace).

Central Construction Office. “Construction Report for the Month of December RGVA, 502-1-24,
1941.” pp. 468-471.

General:

“An average of about 780 civilian workers, 2540 prisoners and 900 prisoners of war,
50 horse-drawn vehicles, 1 truck, and 1 semi-truck are employed. ”

Construction site operations:

A.) Protective custody camp: prisoner quarters, delousing and reception buildings with
prisoner baths. “In infirmary block 27, the hot water preparation system with wash ba-
sins, etc., was installed, including all ancillary work. Similarly, in Sick Bay Block 14 for
the prisoners of war, 4 showers, 1 bathtub, and 2 coal-burning stoves installed and
connected.”

B.) Accommodation and utility buildings for the troops.

C). Officers’ and NCOs’ quarters

“D.) Prisoner of War Camp:

The already-completed 6 barracks for 700 prisoners each within the quarantine camp
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10.

13.

have been separately enclosed, prov. privies have been prepared for the time being, so
that cirka 4000 prisoners can be housed immediately.

Construction work in the quarantine camp continued despite bad weather conditions, so
that the following status of construction work has been reached:

6 barracks completed as described above,

19 barracks erected and roofed,

1 barrack erected,

2 barracks, outer walls almost finished,

2 utility barracks roofed and under construction.

The boilers could not be delivered due to transport difficulties.

Continuation of the construction work for the entrance building, the transformer station
there already in operation.

Work on the access road has been stopped, but the foundation has been completed, so
that the same is passable for construction operations. A 4th well at the utility building
has been sunk.”

E.) Main utility camp of the Waffen-SS.

F.) SS canteen community Auschwitz.

G.) Civil engineering.

H.) Miscellaneous.

Garrison Order No. 1/42 forbids all members of the SS Frei, p. 96
from entering the restaurant “Deutsches Haus” at the Auschwitz train station.
Central Construction Office, House Decree No. 6, dated January 4: SS- RGVA, 502-1-1, p.

Obersturmfiihrer August Arnold is transferred from the Main Office Budgetand ~ 211.
Construction to the Central Construction Office and assigned to the Civil Engineer-
ing Department. SS-Rottenflihrer Karl Eggeling, SS-Sturmménner Erwin Gerhard,
Max Krauss, and Reinhold Franzel, plus civilian employees Walter Seidel, Clem-
ens Wolf, and Stefanie Lippert serve as additional employees. The “urgent” works
to be carried out are:

1. drainage

2. irrigation

3. sewage treatment plant

4. digester-gas utilization

5. “Track connection from Auschwitz station to PowW camp, about 2.4 km.”

6. road construction.

Main Office Budget and Construction, the Chief of Office Il — Construction. Letter RGVA, 502-1-233,
to the Construction Office of Auschwitz with the subject “Addendum for the estab- P-9-

lishment of a PoOW camp in the Waffen-SS Auschwitz” [sic].

“After examination of the documents submitted, the construction order is hereby issued

for the establishment of the POW camp of the Waffen-SS at Auschwitz. ”

Workshop order no. 330. Receipt no. 630. for crematorium. RGVA, 502-2-1, p.
“Make 2 flat irons 700 x 80 x 8 mm. 70.

Repair 3 furnace doors

Repair 2 grates 700 x 30 x 30.”

Central Construction Office. “Construction Deadline Plan for Construction Pro- RGVA, 502-1-22,
jects: Auschwitz CC” for December 1941, p.6.

It lists 36 construction projects that correspond with the construction schedule of

December 10, 1941. Skilled workers: 588; unskilled workers: 2,382.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. Work card. Order No. 630. RGVA, 502-12-1,
“Object: make 2 flat irons 700 x 80 x 8 mm p.71.
Repair 3 furnace doors
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Repair 2 grates 700 x 30 x 30.
Applicant crematorium.
Started: 14 Jan. 42. Finished: 21 Jan. 42.”

Central Construction Office. “Technical report on the construction of a new private RGVA, 502-1-23a,
siding for the Waffen-SS prisoner-of-war camp in Auschwitz with connection to  Pp. 1-2; ibid., pp.
the Auschwitz railroad station.” 4-12; ibid., pp. 12-
The project is accompanied by numerous drawings and technical tables: “Site 13.

plan”, “Radius plan”, “Length profile”, “Transition curve and cant ramp”, “Normal

profiles”, “Cross section in the camp area”, “Cross profiles”, “Mass list”.

As part of this project, the drawings “Guard building floor plans scale 1:100” will

be made on January 21.

Central Construction Office. “Design for the Crematorium,” Plan Nos. 935, 936,  APMO, Neg. No.
937, and 938, drawn by SS-Untersturmfiihrer Walter Dejaco. The drawings show- 20818/5-8.

ing the four sides of the building referred to as the new crematorium, which was

originally intended for the Main Camp and later became the Birkenau Il crematori-

um.

Central Construction Office. “Design for the Crematorium,” Plan Nos. 1173-1174, APMO, Neg. No.
drawn by SS-Unterscharfiihrer Karl Ulmer. “Longitudinal section through the 20818/9.
basement” and “Longitudinal section through Morgue 1”.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Reichshahn administration Op-  RGVA, 502-1-186,
peln with the subject “New construction of a private siding for the POW camp of ~ p-335.

the Waffen-SS in Auschwitz, with connection to Auschwitz Station; — request for

approval”.

“The above Construction Office encloses 5 project documents concerning the construc-

tion of a private siding for the POW camp of the Waffen-SS in Auschwitz with the re-

quest for approval.”

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. Work card. Order No. 630. RGVA, 502-2-1, p.
“Subject: Re-drilling anchor holes for furnace anchoring. Making of a frame following 60.

fitter ’s specification 50 x 50.

Applicant crematorium.

Started: 22 Jan. 1942. Finished: 24 Jan. 1942.”

Auschwitz CC Headquarters, Garrison Order No. 2/42. RGVA, 502-1-39,
“Since there is typhus in the town of Auschwitz, | forbid all SS members to enter the p. 13. Frei, p. 97
town of Auschwitz with immediate effect. This also applies to family members of SS fam-

ilies residing here.”

Central Construction Office. “Design for the Crematorium,” Plan No. 933, drawn  APMO, BW 30/02,
by SS-Unterscharfiihrer Karl Ulmer. “Ground plan of the ground floor” 2 “sec- Neg. No. 20818/4

tions” (furnace room and chimney, Morgue 1 and Morgue 2). and 20957.
Auschwitz CC Headquarters, Garrison Order 3/42. RGVA, 502-1-39,
“The ban on entering Auschwitz is lifted with immediate effect. ” p. 14. Frei, p. 97
The Reichsfiihrer-SS. Subject: Organization of the administration. NO-719.

“Effective January 31, 1942, the following offices will be dissolved:

1.) Main Office Budget and Construction

2.) Main Office Administration and Economy.

3.) Administrative Office-SS.

The duties of the offices at 1.) -3.) will be assumed as of February 1, 1942, by the SS
Economic and Administrative Main Office [SS-Wirtschafts-Verwaltungshauptamt,
WVHA].

Berlin-Lichterfelde-West, Unter den Eichen 127/136.”



THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 71

20.

22,

Chief: SS-Gruppenfiihrer and Lieutenant General of the Waffen-SS Pohl.
Deputy: SS-Brigadefiihrer and Major General of the Waffen-SS Frank.
Office Group A

Chief: SS Brigadefihrer and Major General of the Waffen-SS Frank

A | Budget Office, Budget of the Waffen-SS and the General SS

(Reich Treasurer SS)

A1l Cash and Pay Office

Alll Legal Office

A1V Audit Office

AV Personnel Office

Office Group B
Chief: SS-Brigadefiihrer and Major General of the Waffen-SS Lorner

B I Catering
B Il Clothing Economy
B 111 Lodging

B IV Raw Materials, Price Control, Foreign Exchange, Procurement
Office Group C

Chief; SS-Oberfiihrer Dr. Ing. Kammler

C | General construction tasks

C 1l Special construction tasks

C Il Technical fields

C IV Artistic fields

C V Central building inspection

C VI Building maintenance and business management
Office Group W

Chief: SS-Gruppenfiihrer Pohl

W | Stones and Earth (Reich)

W 11 Stones and Earth (East)

W 111 Food processing plants

W 1V Wood processing plants

W V Agriculture, forestry and fishing

W VI Textile and leather processing

W VIII Special tasks.

Central Construction Office, House Decree No. 12. RGVA, 502-1-25,
“From now on, attendance at the cinema in the town of Auschwitz is forbidden until fur- p. 6.

ther notice because of the danger of typhus. This prohibition applies both to SS mem-

bers and to all civilian employees of the Central Construction Office. ”

Main Office Budget and Construction, the Chief of Office Il — Construction. Letter RGVA, 502-1-319,
to the Construction Office of Auschwitz with the subject “SS Accommodation and p- 219.
Auschwitz CC”. The Plenipotentiary-General-Construction identification number

of this construction project, which was previously “U Kattowitz 1, now becomes

“U Kattowitz 3001”.

Headquarters Order No. 2/42 announces the result of a collection for the Winter ~ RGVA, 502-1-36,
Relief Charity, forbids attendance at the Auschwitz movie theater because of the ~ P- 4. Frei, pp. 97-
danger of infection with typhus, orders that only a certain chimney sweep may 100

clean residential chimneys in a number of villages around Auschwitz, and orders a

“gassing of the staff building” for vermin control, giving detailed instructions, in-

cluding:

“4. Gassing of the Staff Building.

During the period from Saturday, 24 Jan. 42, 8:00 a.m., to Tuesday, 27 Jan. 42, 8:00
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a.m., the staff building will be gassed and may not be entered during this time. For this
purpose the following points are to be observed:

1. as of Thursday morning, the windows will be taped and may not be opened thereaf-
ter.

2. the new barracks next to the Construction Office will be prepared as sleeping quar-
ters during the gassing period.

3. on Friday evening, after a bath, the laundry is to be changed. The dirty laundry will
remain in the rooms so that it can be gassed as well. [...]

9. no damage of any kind is caused by the gassing.”

Because of the danger of fire and poisoning, coke furnaces in workplaces must be
extinguished after the end of service. Troop quarters, workshops, duty rooms, etc.,
receive fire extinguishers. The headquarters department IV (ideology, culture, li-
brary) moves. ldeological training takes place on Mondays and is mandatory.
Damage to survey stakes is deplored. A date for passport picture taking is men-
tioned. An SS calendar for 1942 is offered. Trading food is prohibited. The use of
express trains by vacationers is deplored, as well as their undisciplined behavior.
The current ban on smoking in uniform on streets and in train stations is repeated.
The civilian workers of the company Deutsche Erd- u. Steinwerke receive new
armbands. A lost watch is mentioned.

Central Construction Office. “Design for the Crematorium,” Plan No. 932, drawn  APMO, BW 30/01,
by SS-Unterscharfiihrer Karl Ulmer. “Floor plan of the basement”. Neg. No. 20818/3.
Garrison Order No. 4/42 forbids attendance at Auschwitz movie theater because of Frei, p. 101

risk of typhus infection.

Teletype from Himmler to SS Brigadier Gliicks, Oranienburg. NO-500.

“Since Russian prisoners of war are not to be expected in the near future, | will send a
large number of the Jews and Jewesses who will emigrate from Germany to the camps.
Prepare to take 100000 male Jews and up to 50000 female Jews into the concentration
camps in the next 4 weeks. Large economic orders and tasks will approach the concen-
tration camps in the next few weeks. SS-Gruppenfiihrer Pohl will instruct you in detail. ”

Letter from the company Heinemann & Co., construction materials, Berlin branch, RGVA, 502-1-401,
to the SS New Construction Office of Auschwitz, concerning “air-raid protection  p. 2.

trenches for workshops, factories, public places, etc.”; “with reference to the de-

cree of the Reich Marshal concerning air-raid protection”, this company sends a

“description and drawing of frames for air-raid protection trenches”.

Central Construction Office. Note on a meeting in the office of the Central Con- ~ RGVA, 502-1-19,
struction Office. Participants: SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Hoss, SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer pp. 4f.
Wagner, SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Bischoff, SS-Unterscharfiihrer Ertl.

“Subject: Urgent construction tasks in 1942.

Reason: In order to direct the work effort for the year 1942 in an orderly manner and to
achieve the greatest possible effort, the following was agreed upon.

Arrangements:

a.) For the construction of the planned new buildings, only about 2000 prisoners capa-

ble of work can be assigned by the camp leadership. Every effort will be made to retrain

the prisoners during the frost period. For this purpose, schools for apprentice bricklay-

ers have already been set up in the camp.

b). The following buildings are designated as ‘urgent,” and their completion, at least in

the shell stage, is absolutely necessary this year.

1) Laundry with delousing, admission and prisoners’ bath.

2). Security workshops of the CC and 10 prisoners’ quarters.

3) pump house with water supply

4.) main collector trench with sewage treatment plant and digester-gas utilization

5.) extension of the electrical supply line and construction of the transfer station
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131]

6) headquarters’ lodgings and commandant s building

7) adding a story to the remaining 6 inmate lodging buildings in the protective-custody
camp

8) barracks for troop accommodation and the like.

a) accommodation for 1 battalion on the road to the main utility camp, opposite the
newly erected barracks.

b) accommodation for 2 companies in the prisoner-of-war camp

c) 4 pieces of officers” lodging barracks

d) construction-office barracks for PoW camp, including accommodation and utility
buildings.

9.) crematorium (according to the available manpower)

10) completion of the Auschwitz plant of DAW [Deutsche Ausristungswerke].

11.) agricultural buildings, greenhouse facility, etc.

12) further expansion of the prisoner-of-war camp after the arrival of the barracks pro-
vided for this purpose by the Main Office Budget and Construction, as well as irrigation
and drainage.

13) Completion of the ‘Deutsches Haus’ hotel at the Auschwitz railroad station, and re-
pair of various buildings in good condition for residential purposes.

14.) New road construction and maintenance work in the CC and PoW camp, as well as
gardening facilities.”

Letter from the Auschwitz Political Department CC to the SS Construction Office  RGVA, 502-1-312,
with the subject “Repair of a furnace”. p. 7.

“Since an engineer from the Topf company is currently in the local camp to set up a

furnace, it is requested that he take this opportunity to repair furnace no. 2 in the local

crematorium, which is in need of repair.”

“SS Economic and Administrative Main Office — Office Group C — Construction.” RGVA, 502-1-4,
Organization chart. pp. 24-31.
Office Group C — Construction. Chief: SS-Oberfihrer Dr. Ing. Kammler

Office C/I — General construction tasks. Chief: Architect Pfeil

Office C/2 — Special Tasks. Chief: SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Kiefer

Office C/Ill — Technical fields. Chief: SS-Sturmbannfihrer Wirtz

Office C/IV — Artistic Specialties. Chief: SS-Sturmbannfihrer Blaschek

Office C/V — Central Construction Inspections. Chief: SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Lenzer

Office C/VI — Building maintenance, business administration, preliminary inspec-

tion. Chief: SS-Standartenfiihrer Eirenschmalz.

February 1942

2,

Order No. 747 from the Central Construction Office to the Prisoners’ Locksmith ~ RGVA, 502-2-1, p.
Shop with the subject “Crematorium Furnace 11”. 61; ibid., 502-2-1,
“Make 2 doors for the furnace passable. p. 62.

Cut and drill 4 pieces of angle iron 50/60 mm 1.25 m Ig.”

The corresponding work card is dated February 3, 1942. The work was carried out

on February 10, 1942.

X-ray book No. 6 of the prisoner infirmary of Auschwitz CC begins with this date. APMO, D-Aul-5/6.
It extends from February 3 to May 7, 1942, and contains entries numbered 7909 to ISD, folder 67, k.
11235.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Report for the Month of January 1942.” RGVA, 502-1-24,
General: pp. 432-436.
“Approximately 1000 civilian workers, 2850 prisoners, approximately 55 horse-drawn

vehicles, 2 trucks, and 1 semi-truck were used. ”

Construction site operations:
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1) Above-ground construction department

a) Protective-custody camp:

New prisoners’ quarters 3-8, prov. prisoners’ kitchen, laundry delousing with re-
ception building and prisoners’ bath.

b) Other buildings:

utility barracks for troops,

prov. delousing facility,

headquarters accommodation barracks,

construction-office barracks (annex)

garages headquarters

concrete and carpentry workshops

headquarters guard barracks

Prag-Birkenau

school-Birkenau

high school (troop accommodation)

civilian workers’ quarters

officers’ and NCOs’ quarters:

completed: house no. 142, 118a, 125, 127

in progress: house no. 130, 132, 150, 151, 152, 24

prov. dairy.

“c) POW camp:

On Jan. 12, work was stopped due to heavy frost; from that time on, the workers on duty
were used for demolition work in the village of Birkenau, and the transport of materials
to the construction site continued. The already completed, separately fenced-in 6 fin-
ished barracks inside the quarantine camp were extended to 8 barracks. So far, the al-
ready purchased cooking kettles for the utility barracks could not be brought due to
transport difficulties. The well-drilling work continued, and the 5th well was started.
Transformer system completed and put into operation, the electrical wire obstacle al-
most completed. ”

Bakery for main utility camp.

I1.) On- and Below-Ground Construction Department:

road construction, road through Russian camp.

water supply

surveying: field works

office works

railroad construction:

“Track to Pow camp projected (site plan, length and cross sections). ”

drainage

landscaping.

111.) Workshops

carpentry, locksmith, painting, glazing, concrete workshop.

Garrison Order No. 5/42 admonishes that dwellings in the camp area may be occu- Frei, p. 101
pied only by permission of the commandant.

Headquarters Order No. 3/42 contains a long list of appointments, measures for Frei, pp. 102-105
naming SS economic enterprises, a reminder to save paper, and gives the telephone

number of the Waffen SS’s main utility camp. A ban on entering certain houses in

Auschwitz is issued. Certain dwellings in the camp area are rented out and there-

fore not to be altered. All pay books are to be turned in and brought up to date. Of-

ficial channels must be followed for payment questions. A department head meet-

ing will be scheduled. SS members without German citizenship must report for

naturalization. The theft of a rifle and bicycle tires is reported.
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10.

Garrison Order No. 6/42 orders the issuance of camp ID cards to all SS personnel, Frei, pp. 105f.
and gives detailed instructions on how to do so.

The accounting books of the Tesch & Stabenow company in Hamburg show a de-  TNA, WO 309-
livery of 480 kg of Zyklon B to Auschwitz CC, corresponding to a value of RM  1603.
3,038.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Deadline Plan for Construction Project: RGVA, 502-1-22,

Prisoner of War Camp of the Waffen-SS Auschwitz” for January 1942. p.8.
Structure Start [d/m/y]

1. BW 3: lodging barracks 2-4, 12-14, 22-24 7/10/1941  100%

2. BW 3: lodging barracks 1, 5-10, 16-20, 25-30 24/2/1941 90%

3. BW 3: lodging barracks 11 and 21 4/12/1941 45%

4. BW 4: utility barracks 1 and 2 10/11/1941  75%

5. BW 5A: delousing barracks 1 4/12/1941 40%

6. BW 8: morgue barracks 5/1/1941 40%

7. BW 9: quarantine camp — entrance building 5/12/1941 40%

8. BW 16: access road etc. 7/10/1941 50%

9. BW 18: sewerage system and sewage treatment ~ 21/10/1941  15%

plant

10: BW 19: water supply 5/1/1942 5%

11. BW 21: feeding the power line 16/11/1941  95%

12. BW 24: fencing (electr. wire) 8/10/1941 25%

13. BW 25: wire fences for camp subdivision 1/12/1941 15%

14. BW 26: transformer station 6/12/1941 95%

15. BW 31: bakery 21/11/1941  10%

Labor deployment: civilian workers: 608; inmates: 217.

Central Construction Office. File note. RGVA, 502-1-24,
“Place: Deutsche Ausriistungswerke Ltd., Auschwitz plant. pp. 427-428.

Time: February 1 and 10, 1942.

Participants:

DAW: SS-Ostuf. Wagner, head of the Auschwitz plant

SS-Uscha. Russ, local construction supervisor

Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS

and Police Auschwitz: Head of Construction Bischoff

SS-Uscha. Ertl, Head of Structural Engineering Dept.

Subject: Assumption by the local Central Construction Office of responsibility for the
construction projects of the Deutsche Ausriistungswerke in Auschwitz.

Reason: According to the order of the Chief of Office Il — Construction SS-Oberfiihrer
Dr. Ing. Kammler of 21.1.42 -11/3-So-3/3/Hei./Lo. — the Central Construction Office of
the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police will take over the construction management of the
German Auschwitz Equipment Works with immediate effect. ”

Central Construction Office. “Construction Deadline Plan for Construction Pro- RGVA, 502-1-22,
jects: Auschwitz CC” for January 1942. p.7.

There are 39 structures listed, the 36 listed in the 10 Dec. 1941 and 10 Jan. 1942

construction deadline plans, plus the following three:

37. extension of power hall: Start: 15/1/1942
38. inmate canteen " 5/1/1942
39. com.[mandant’s] quarters, remodel- " 5/1/1942

ing (roof truss)
Labor deployment: civilian workers: 374; inmates: 2,107.

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the [Central] Construction ~ RGVA, 502-1-312,
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Office Auschwitz CC with the subject “Aeration and deaeration system, our offer  pp. 75-76.
no. 41/0587/1”.

“We thank you for the order placed with us through our Herr Chief Engineer Priifer for

the supply of an aeration and deaeration system. We have accepted the order on the ba-

sis of our cost estimate of 4.11.41 and its conditions at a total price of RM 7,795. [...]

We shall make the delivery in accordance with the drawing D 59320 enclosed with our
quotation.”

Auschwitz Headquarters CC. RGVA, 502-1-31,
“As of Monday, 16 Feb. 42, the working hours of the prisoners are as follows: p. 52.
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.”

Garrison Order No. 7/42 prohibits entry into a certain house (a Polish brothel). Frei, p. 106

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Of- APMO, BW 30/34,
fice with the subject “Crematorium, cremation furnaces”. pp. 27-29.
Enclosed is an “Estimate for delivery of 2 pieces of three-muffle cremation furnac-

es and manufacture of the chimney lining with cleaning door”: “1 coke-fired cre-

mation furnace with 3 muffles” at a unit price of RM 7,106, 14,212 for both fur-

naces. “The fireclay lining for the chimney up to 6 m high and 12 cm thick” at a

price of RM 440.

Letter from the SS-WVHA. Office Group C, the Chief of Office C IlI, to the Cen- RGVA, 502-1-149,
tral Construction Office with the subject “Auschwitz — on- and below-ground en- ~ pp. 67-70.
gineering measures for 1942”.

“1. Water supply

The consumption figures on which the water supply is based do not correspond to the

existing facts. The amount of water was calculated from an occupancy of the camp with

60000 prisoners at 100 I/day. In fact, according to the latest orders, the camp is occu-

pied by only 30000 prisoners, the troop accommodation by a fully motorized regiment

of 3600-5000 men, and the settlement by about 5000 inhabitants. ”

CC headquarters, “Result of the meeting between the management of the concen-  RGVA, 502-1-183,
tration camp in Auschwitz and the Reichsbahn operations management in Katto- ~ pp- 118-120.
witz on 13, 17 and 23 Feb. 1942”.

“According to the camp management, an increase in traffic to a maximum of 70 — 80

cars is to be expected. To this must be added another increase for the troop utility

camp, the amount of which depends on the future conditions in the east, and which

therefore cannot yet be estimated. After a detailed description of the difficulties of the

previous year by the representative of the Reichsbahn, there was agreement that the un-

loading tracks of the camp will not be sufficient for the expected traffic, all the more so

since the number of prisoners to be transported to and from Dwory is to be increased

from the present 1000-1200 to 4500.

It was stated: [...]

2). the loading and unloading of prisoners outside the camp on railway-station tracks is

not possible for safety reasons. ”

Central Construction Office. “Cost Estimate for the Construction Project: Waffen- RGVA, 502-1-235,
SS Prisoner-of-War Camp at Auschwitz U/S.” pp. 17-21.

The following structures are listed:

1) 252 prisoner lodging barracks (40.76 m x 9.56 m).

2) 18 utility barracks (40.76 m x 9.56 m)

3) 18 supply barracks (40.76 m x 9.56 m)

4) 36 wash and toilet barracks (40.76 m x 9.56 m)

5) 4 infirmary barracks (40.76 m x 9.56 m)

6) 10 morgue barracks (28.80 m x 14.00 m)



THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS

26.

27.

7) headquarters’ building

8) guard building

9) barrack camp for guard troops

10) 27 wooden watchtowers

11) crematorium (basement, chimney, flue masonry,
elevator, 5 cremation furnaces, waste incinerator)
12) bakery

13) water supply plant

14) sewerage and sewage treatment plants

15) drainage

16) road paving in PoW camp incl. roll call areas
17) railway siding from Auschwitz railway station
18) fencing (electr. wire)

19) wire fences for camp subdivision

20) power supply system

21) alarm and telephone system.

Total sum for POW camp Auschwitz construction project: RM 8,900,000.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Description.”

POW camp of the Waffen-SS at Auschwitz.

Track with associated switches, substructure, earthmoving, etc.

Construction status on 1 July. 41: not yet started. Total construction costs: RM
546,000. The associated location sketch shows the track route through the PoW
camp between Construction Sections | and Il.

Central Construction Office, “Report on the Status of Construction Work and La-
bor Deployment. Cut-off date: February 25, 1942,” to the Regional Commissioner
for the Regulation of the Construction Industry in Kattowitz.

A total of 858 people worked in the camp, of whom 626 were prisoners and 232
civilian workers.

Headquarters Order No. 4/42 announces 19 promotions, reports on a collection for
the Winter Relief Charity, reminds of immediate submission of salary applications,
explains requirements for applicants for administrative service, announces that the
weekly department-head meeting is cancelled effective immediately, mentions a
commandeering, complains of unsoldierly behavior by members of the Waffen SS,
and explains uniform regulations in detail. The address of Niederhagen CC is men-
tioned, the use of the term “Ostmark™ is discontinued at the request of the Fuhrer,
and it is pointed out that subletting is permitted only with permission. Keeping
dogs is allowed only with special permission; free-roaming dogs are to be shot. Bi-
cycles brought into lodgings are to be confiscated. One item each is be reported
lost and found.

Central Construction Office. “Prisoner deployment of February 27, 1942.”
Breakdown by “construction site,” “occupations,” “skilled workers,” “unskilled
workers,” “total no.” The construction sites are: protective-custody camp, new in-
mate lodging buildings, laundry, Harmense agriculture, Raisko nursery and green-
house, utility barracks, conversion of German House, House 152, clean-up de-
tachment from the Sola bridge to the railroad station, demolition detachment at the
officers’ mess, guest house water supply, gardener unit at the Vistula, construction
office, construction yard, workshops, prisoner of war camp.

Prisoners employed: skilled workers: 606; unskilled workers: 2,364; total number:
2,970; also in PoW camp: 500 prisoners of war; total number: 3,470.

7

RGVA, 502-1-235,
pp. 11-15.

RGVA, 502-1-319,
p. 212.

Frei, pp. 107-110

RGVA, 502-167,
pp. 94-95.
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Letter from the Chief of the SS Economic and Administrative Main Office to the
Central Construction Office with the subject “Construction Program 3rd Year of
War Economy, budget year 1942 for Auschwitz CC.” Approved buildings:

“I. Agricultural buildings.

1) 30 to 35 horse-stable barracks for the makeshift housing of

of livestock, etc.

2) 2 massive cattle sheds for a total of 400 pcs. large cattle

3) 3 field barns and 4 makeshift farm barns

4) makeshift greenhouses for 3,000 sqm area

5) 4 potato warehouses

6) extension of the shell building in Raisko as a laboratory.

11. Erection of makeshift buildings for the German utility enterprises.

1) Construction of a makeshift Sola bridge to the entry [for?] protective-custody inmates

using the road administration’s makeshift road overpass, which will be demolished.
2) addition of a story to 6 massive prisoner shelters.

3) completion of 5 massive inmate lodging buildings, which are initially used as fol-
lows:

5 prisoner lodging buildings as workshops

5 prisoner lodging buildings for storage

5 prisoner lodging buildings for guard units

The spacing of the massive accommodation buildings is set at 14 m from house edge to
house edge.

4) laundry buildings

5) protective-custody camp ’s entrance building

6) water supply facility

7) drainage system

8) digester-gas extraction plant

9) completion utility barracks headquarters

10) crematorium in the prisoner-of-war camp

11) 4 officers’ lodging barracks

12) construction-office barracks

13) necessary road constructions

14) completion of existing residential buildings and completion of a house for the direc-
tor of agricultural operations at Auschwitz. ”

Garrison Order No. 8/42 details the tobacco rationing measures instituted, permits
hunting and fishing only with authorization cards, and admonishes general posting
of orders.

Auschwitz CC Headquarters. “Alarm Regulations of the Camp Fire Brigade of the
Conc. Camp Auschwitz”.

“The camp fire department is established and ready for action. The fire department is
deployed inside and outside the camp (radius 15. km). It is composed of prisoners.”
Detailed rules of engagement follow.

In a circular letter, the camp commandant explains the alarm regulations of the
Auschwitz CC fire department.

Garrison Order No. 9/42 declares that the existing supply of electricity is insuffi-
cient for consumption in the camp area and requires that all residential and service
electricity users be reported.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Er-
furt, with the subject “Crematorium, cremation furnaces PoW camp Auschwitz”.

RGVA, 502-1-233,
pp. 30-31.
Transcript: 502-1-
319, pp. 210f.
Transcript of tran-
script: NO-4464.

Frei, pp. 110-112

RGVA, 502-1-31,
pp. 47-48.

Frei, pp. 112f.

Frei, pp. 113f.

APMO, BW 30/25,
p. 1.
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“On the occasion of the inspection of the Central Construction Office here, which took
place on February 27, 1942 by the Group Chief of Office Group C of the SS Economic
and Administrative Main Office, SS-Oberfiihrer Dr. Ing. Kammler, it was decreed that
the cremation furnaces ordered for the crematorium in the prisoner-of-war camp would
not be implemented, but that the 5 units ordered according to the order letter of Octo-
ber 22/41 Corr.Reg.-No. 215/41/Ho, would be used. Three-muffle furnaces were to be
installed in the prisoner-of-war camp.

The order verbally placed by the Central Construction Office is therefore withdrawn,
and it is requested that the cancellation of the order be confirmed in writing to here.”
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6. Auschwitz Headquarters CC. RGVA, 502-1-31,

“As of Monday, March 9, the prisoners’ work assignment is as follows: p. 46.
from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and
from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.”

7. The head of the Central Construction Office Prague, Geissen, requests by telex RGVA, 502-1-333,

from the head of the Central Construction Office of Auschwitz “immediate trans-  p. 141.
mission of planning and execution documents for the construction of a delousing

plant for 20,000 men, with indication of the implementing companies for an im-

mediate measure to be carried out by the Reichsfiihrer in the Protectorate.”

9. Central Construction Office. “Construction Deadline Plan for Construction Pro- RGVA, 502-1-22,

jects: Auschwitz CC” for February 1942, p. 12.
43 structures are listed, the 39 on the February 10, 1942 construction deadline plan,
plus the following:

40. fence construction Start:  15/2/1942  15%
41. reception barracks with delousing " 15/2/1942  20%
42. remodeling Deutsches Haus " 2/2/1942  15%
43. inmate workshop barracks " 13/2/1942  35%

Labor deployment: civilian workers: 310; inmates: 2,784.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Deadline Plan for Construction Pro- RGVA, 502-1-22,

jects: Prisoner-of-War Camp of the Waffen-SS Auschwitz” for February 1942. It~ P.9.
lists the 15 structures on the February 9, 1942 construction deadline plan. Only the
percentages of completion change.

Labor deployment: civilian workers: 502; inmates: 797; prisoners of war: 500.

The accounting books of the Tesch & Stabenow company in Hamburg show a de-  TNA, WO 309-
livery of 516 kg of Zyklon B to Auschwitz CC, corresponding to a value of RM 1603.
3,266.

1. Letter from the Chief of Office C of the SS-WVHA with the subject “Delousing ~ RGVA, 502-1-336,

Facilities,” addressed to “Cl, C II, C Ill, CV, all Construction Inspectorates, Central p- 94.
Construction Offices, and Construction Offices of the Waffen-SS.”

“An individual case gives me cause to point out once again that delousing in the camps

of the SS is done by hydrogen cyanide. A deviation from this — for example delousing by
means of hot air or superheated steam — is only permissible insofar as it concerns tem-
porary installations in which the necessary safety in the use of hydrogen cyanide is not
guaranteed.

The final condition of all delousing plants shall be set for operation with hydrogen cya-
nide.”

“Subdivision Chapter 21/7b(Construction) war structuress. Status as of 11 March ~ RGVA, 502-1-9,

1942”. Long list with “SS area” (Roman numerals), “cha[ter” (21/7b(Bau),1-121), Pp. 115-118.
“construction project” and “garrison”. Entries about Auschwitz:

VIII - 21/7b(Bau)13 — CC — Auschwitz.

VIII - 21/7b(Bau)29 — troop utility camp — Oderberg
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VIl — 21/7b(Bau)65 — prisoner-of-war camp — Auschwitz
VIII - 21/7b(Bau)79 — troop utility camp — Auschwitz
VIII - 21/7b(Bau)81 — troop utility camp — Raisko.

Letter from the Auschwitz CC headquarters to the Central Construction Office with RGVA, 502-1-85,
the subject “Fencing and work on Block 12”. p. 34; ibid., pp.
“The headquarters encloses a letter from the leader of the protective-custody camp for 35f.

further action.* The fencing as well as the installation of a provisional washing facility

and the installation of the 2 missing cisterns in Block 12 is urgent, since special prison-

ers (top secret matter) are to be housed here. We ask that this be done immediately. ”

* “Protective-custody camp Dept. 3. of Auschwitz CC U/S. To the Central Construction

Office of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police. Ost-U/S. via the headquarters and ad-

ministration of the Au. CC”

See entry of 24 March 1942,

Garrison Order No. 10/42 announces the appointment of a liaison officer under the Frei, p. 114
authority of the headquarters between the Auschwitz [railway] freight office and
the Auschwitz CC, and lifts the ban on entering the Auschwitz cinema.

12. Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Arthur Liebehenschel (SS-WVHA, TNA, HW 16-17.
Office D 1) to Auschwitz CC: ZIP/GPDD Nr.
“The SS members JANISCH, JOTHANN, KUNERT and KOFLER remain with the Con- 11/2.542, n. 52.
struction Office AUSSCHWITZ [sic].”

Headquarters Order No. 5/42 reports a promotion, announces the appointment of  Frei, pp. 114-117
SS-Oberfiihrer Caesar as Chief of the Agriculture Department, reminds of the early
submission of leave certificates, prohibits the use of the baths in the SS infirmary
for SS members who are not sick, aligns the duty hours of the motor pool with
those of the protective-custody camp, sets mail-collection times at the headquar-
ters, mentions some commandeerings, and stipulates that bank transfers can only
be made to field postal addresses if the recipient is also the account holder. The SS-
T-Sturmbann is given its own clothing-exchange office, including an administrator
(Fourier). A reminder of the changed name of the CC Inspection is given, new of-
fice hours of the SS dental station are set, and due to the shortage of raw materials,
the careful handling of clothing and its timely repair is urged. The ban on the
(pointless) carrying of Reich banknotes and Rentenmark bills into the Eastern terri-
tories is repeated; these are to be exchanged for Reich credit bills.

[15] Central Construction Office. File memo with the subject “Water Supply and Drain- RGVA, 502-1-19,
age Facilities in the Au. CC” pp. 7f.
“Reference: business trip of SS-Ostuf. Arold to Berlin, March 12-14, 1942.”

“The embankment of the entire sewage treatment plant was approved, as well as the
necessary pumping plant. Wastewater discharge during floods is then to be directly into
the Sola. The outlet channel was set at a spot height of 228.00, the outlet from the sec-
ondary treatment at a spot height of 230.50. As a result, the trickling filters and second-
ary treatment will be located 1.25 m higher.”

17. Central Construction Office. “As-built plan of Building No. 2, Block No. 11/.” APMO, BW 20/1.
South elevation, north elevation, east elevation, basement (with detention cells),
west elevation, cross section, first floor, second floor.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Office Group C RGVA, 502-1-319,
V/1, with the subject “Construction Program 3rd Year of War Economy, Budget ~ Pp. 202-206.
Year 1942 for Auschwitz CC”. Cost estimate of the approved individual construc- °02-1-85, pp. 46-
tion works with a total sum of RM 24,254,300. 5.

“For the 3rd year of war economy, the Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS

and Police has submitted the following construction projects to the regional commis-
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sioners for approval:

A.) Construction projects approved by the Plenipotentiary General for Special Ques-
tions of Chemical Production, and classified under O. Wo — E (Chem) Katt. 3009 (as
per attached photocopy), namely:

1.) adding a story to 6 old prisoners’ quarters

2) 5 new prisoner quarters

3) laundry and reception building (access building) with delousing facility and prison-
ers’ baths

4) headquarters and headquarters’ lodging building

5) water supply (1st construction phase)

6). utility building

7.) drainage (main collector, storm sewer and sewage treatment plant with septic tank)
B. Construction works submitted to the Plenipotentiary General for the Regulation of
Construction under Urgency Level 2 U Kattowitz 3001:

1.) 10 prisoners’ quarters and 5 prisoners’ workshops

2.) entrance building

3.) crematorium

4) temporary bridge over the Sola River

5) 12 crew barracks and 8 wash and toilet barracks for the guard troops

6) 4 crew barracks for the headquarters

7.) 4 officers’ lodging barracks

8) SS accommodation ‘Deutsches Haus’

9.) 1 construction offices, 1 lodging, and utility barracks with garage for the construc-
tion office

10). prisoner canteen barracks

11) prisoners’ workshop barracks

12.) 1 utility, 1 wash and 1 toilet barracks for the civilian workers’ camp

13.) utility barracks for the guard troops

14.) motor-vehicle halls and workshop extension

15.) construction yard and makeshift workshops

16). irrigation and drainage

17.) pump house

18). security facilities (camp wall and 5 watchtowers).

19.) transfer station

20.) road construction

21.) repair of existing residential buildings

22.) 4 potato warehouses

23.) 4 field barns and 12 cattle shelters

24.) duck breeding and poultry houses

C.) POW camp of the Waffen-SS under Ox and Ov:

a.) Works until February 6, 1942 (quarantine camp).

1.) 30 prisoner lodging barracks (walled)

2.) 2 utility barracks

3.) 10 washing and toilet barracks

4.) 2 delousing barracks

5.) 1 morgue barracks

6.) entrance building

7) warehouse

8.) 11 wooden watchtowers

b). Works after 6 February 1942

1.) 252 prisoner lodging barracks

2.) 18 utility barracks

3.) 18 storage barracks

4.) 36 washing and toilet barracks

5.) 4 infirmary barracks

6.) 10 morgue barracks

81
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7) headquarters building

8) guard building

9) barracks for the guard troops

10.) 27 wooden watchtowers

11.) crematorium

12.) bakery for main utility camp

13). water supply plant

14.) sewerage and sewage treatment plant

15.) access road incl. parking lot

16.) road paving in the PoW camp, incl. roll call areas

17.) railroad siding from Auschwitz station

18.) fencing (electr. wire)

19.) wire fences for camp subdivision

20.) power supply system

21.) alarm and telephone system

D.) Special permit for:

1.) Agricultural structures

a.) massive:

1.) 2 cattle barns for a total of 400 pcs. of large cattle.

2.) extension of the prov. slaughterhouse, installation of cold storage rooms
3.) dairy, prov.

4.) 2 farm steads

5.) extension of the building shell in Raisko as a laboratory

b.) makeshift:

1.) greenhouse facility in Raisko

2.) 35 horse-stable barracks

3.) 3 field barns and 4 farm barns

4). SS accommodation ‘Prague’ and prov. riding hall

5) extension of a house for the director of agricultural operations in Auschwitz
11.) Other

1) 4 lodging barracks for civilian workers’ camp

2) 1 toilet and 1 wash barracks for civilian workers’ camps

3) 1 canteen barrack

4) installation of 2 sauna facilities.

E.) Exemption for buildings of the main utility camp of the Waffen-SS

1.) 2 pcs. of office and storage barracks 2nd part with basement

2.) Potato bunker.”

Expenditures of RM 403,000 are budgeted for the crematorium, RM 1,100,000 for
the laundry and reception building, and RM 882,000 for the entrance building.

Letter from the SS-WVHA, the Chief of the Central Construction Inspection Of-  RGVA, 502-1-319,
fice, to the Construction Inspectorate of the Waffen-SS and Police Reich East, Po- P-2.

sen, with the subject “Women’s Camp, Branch Auschwitz”.

“By letter dated 5 March 1942, the Commandant of Auschwitz CC applies to the In-

spector of CC for the following construction measures for the purpose of establishing in

the Auschwitz CC a branch camp of the women’s concentration camp Ravensbriick.

[--]

In view of the urgency, | approve the construction project and commission the Central

Construction Office Auschwitz to carry out the work.”

Ewald Berninghaus, Duisburg. “Delousing chamber door. St. 3596, detailed con- RGVA, 502-1-354,
struction drawing. The steel door measures 190 cm x 135 ¢cm and is equipped with p. 10.
3 hinges, 8 locking levers and a thermometer.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Er- RGVA, 502-1-272,
furt, with the subject “Cremation furnaces for POW camp Auschwitz — order no.  P-500.
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23.

24,

42/261/1”.
“Enclosed please receive back 2 copies of the submitted advance invoice, as the order
has been cancelled.”

Central Construction Office, “Month of February 1942.” Daily overview of prison- RGVA, 502-1-60,
er employment in the following construction works and commands: Fence con- p.74.
struction in camp, Boos Company, Godzik Company, sewerage outside, sewerage,
Anhalt Company, snow plow, utility barracks, transport command, utility barracks
[twice], workshops, unit Kérlin, unit Grumens, transport command, carpenter’s

shop, fence setup construction yard, roll cart for new sand pit, gravel pit S.K., lime
driver new building, new inmate lodging building, painters, plumbers new build-

ing, mason school, pavers and stone setters, reconstruction Deutsches Haus, well
drillers, Prag hall, new gardeners building, Vistula a. Raisko, greenhouse in Rais-

ko, guest house officer’s mess, excavation unit laundry, demolition squad, clean-up
squad, Sola bridge, demolition Birkenau, cable trenches, construction yard, unload-

ing squad construction yard, loading squad construction yard, construction office,
roofers POW camp, construction Warehouse PoW camp.

Working days, total: 48,875 (on 28 days).

Hummel & Baumann Company, below- and above-ground construction, Nurem-  RGVA, 502-1-130,
berg. “Cost calculation for the construction work, including water containment and pp. 19-36.

pipe laying, for the mech.-biolog. Sewage-treatment plant of the SS area in

Auschwitz”, to the Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police

Auschwitz U/S. Long offer for a total cost of RM 782,341.65.

Auschwitz Headquarters CC. RGVA, 502-1-31,
“As of Monday, 23 March 42, the prisoners” working hours are as follows: p. 4.
6:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 p.m. — 6:000 p.m.”

The Anhalt Hoch-Tief-Eisenbetonbau construction company sends to the Central ~ RGVA, 502-1-150,
Construction Office a detailed “Cost estimate for carrying out groundwater lower- Pp. 1-22; ibid., pp.
ing work for the construction of a shallow basin on the Waffen-SS construction site 39-56

in Auschwitz/Silesia”.

“Preliminary remark:

For an excavation pit with an area of about 53.5 x 25.5 m, the groundwater level, which

rises about 1.10 m below ground level, is to be lowered to about 3.7 or 8 m below

ground level.”

This company also prepared a “cost calculation for the construction work, includ-

ing water containment and pipe laying for the mech.-biolog. sewage treatment

plant of the SS area in Auschwitz” which is undated but has a note: “recalculated

on 25 March 42.” Here, too, it is noted:

“The groundwater level is approx. 1.10 m below terrain.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Auschwitz CC headquarters with RGVA, 502-1-272,
the subject “soil management service” (“Bodenwirtschaftsdienst”). p.333.

“On the occasion of the meeting with chief of Office Group C, SS-Oberfiihrer Dr. Ing.

Kammler, on 27 Feb. 1942 in Auschwitz, it was determined that house no. 37 for the

soil management service will not be developed. ”

Garrison Order No. 11/42 forbids SS members to enter the houses in Babitz that Frei, pp. 117f.
had been set aside for residential purposes for 1G-Farbenindustrie, and to frequent
the company’s employees’ restaurant without being invited.

Central Construction Office. “Report on work carried out on the fencing of Block  RGVA, 502-1-85,
12”. Report on I. concrete fence construction and Il. installation of prov. washing  pp. 36f.
facility. Work completed March 15, 1942.
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Letter from the Auschwitz Concentration Camp Administration to the SS-WVHA, NO-2146.
Office D IV — Administration, with the subject “specialist for provisioning”.
“The local specialist for provisioning, Unterscharfiihnrer Schmidt, is not able to manage
the very extensive kitchen operation. At present there are to be fed:

ca. 1,800 SS men

11,000 prisoners.
The number of prisoners to be fed increases these days by another

5,000 male

and 11,000 female prisoners,
so that a total of

27,000 prisoners have to be fed.
With this high level of rations on the one hand and the primitive kitchen facilities on the
other, a prudent officer or NCO who is trained in matters provisioning is required.”

Central Construction Office. “File memo on the staff meeting with Chief of Office RGVA, 502-1-19,
C/111 SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Wirtz.” pp. 14-15.
“Reason: clarification of all questions concerning building construction, such as heat-

ing systems and special operating facilities (bakery main utility camp, crematorium,

sauna facility). [...]

The marketing and administrative costs in the amount of RM 1769.36, invoiced by the

Topf & Sons company for the technical and commercial processing of a project for the

installation of 2 pieces of three-muffle cremation furnaces, are not paid, but the order is

reallocated to another construction site.”

Headquarters Order no. 6/42 mentions a commandeering, redefines the working Frei, pp. 118-120
hours of the headquarters, points out that SS men and NCOs can commit them-

selves for up to 12 years, deplores the theft of cutlery from the mess hall of the

headquarters, advertises the keeping of mess-hall cash vouchers, notes the finding

of a bunch of keys and the loss of two civilian ID cards including armbands, points

out that from now on salary payments will no longer be made by cashier’s check

but only by bank transfer, orders the exchange of all marching boots for lace-up

shoes, and cites a Himmler order urging a good shave at all times.

Garrison Order No. 12/42: Frei, p. 121
“Due to reports received here recently, | have noticed that SS members, their families

and also civilian workers did not use the prescribed camp entrances, but simply passed

through the chain of posts to enter the camp area at random places, although the

guards tried to prevent this. Since the newly erected chain of posts will be in place as of

Friday, March 27, 1942, | hereby order for the last time that the camp and thus the

chain of posts may only be passed at the prescribed entrances, i.e., where the check-

points and turnpikes have been erected. In the event of violations, | will take the most

severe measures against those concerned. This order is to be announced to all family

members of SS families living here, as well as to all civilian workers. ”

Auschwitz Headquarters CC. Order with the subject “Entering the women’s camp, RGVA, 502-1-31,
branch Auschwitz”. p.43.
“I forbid with immediate effect all SS members to enter the women’s camp, branch
Auschwitz. Only the following are authorized to enter the women’s branch camp:

1. the 1st leader of the protective-custody camp, as my representative, SS-

Hauptsturmfiihrer Aumeier

2. the 2nd leader of the protective-custody camp, as my representative for labor de-

ployment, SS-Obersturmfiihrer Schwarz

3. the head of administration, SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Wagner

4. the accommodation administrator, SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Reinicke

5. the head of the political department, SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Grabner

6. the court officer, SS-Obersturmfiihrer Brauning

7. the SS garrison physician, SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Schwela
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28.

30.

8. the SS-Obersturmfithrer v. Bodman, assigned as physician for the woman’s branch
camp.

The aforementioned must immediately submit their camp 1D cards to the headquarters,
so that an authorization note for entering the woman’s branch camp can be entered on
the same. This note must be signed by me personally.

I would like to point out once again that all SS members — with the exception of the
above-mentioned — are strictly forbidden to enter the women’s branch camp. | will take
the strictest measures against violators.

Sincerely yours. Hoss,

SS-Sturmbannfiihrer and Commandant. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Auschwitz CC headquarters with RGVA, 502-1-272,
the subject “Demolition of houses in Babitz.” p. 329.
“On the occasion of a local inspection it was found that in the village of Babitz the roof
tiles have been removed from 18 houses, and that they have now been left in this condi-
tion.”
The Central Construction Office requests permission to demolish these houses for
the purpose of recovering the wooden material.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Office Group C, the RGVA, 502-1-272,
Chief of Office 111, with the subject “SS accommodation Miendsche Brodsche (ski P- 321.

hut)”” and reference “Service meeting with the head of Office C/Ill SS-Stubaf.

Wirtz on 25 March 1942 in Auschwitz”.

“Referring to the staff meeting held on 25 March 1942 in Auschwitz with chief of Office

C/I11 SS-Stubaf. Wirtz, plan documents of the SS accommodation in Miendsche

Brodsche (ski hut) are handed over in the enclosure with the request for project plan-

ning and approval for the installation of a central heating system.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Office Group C, RGVA, 502-1-272,
Chief of Office 111, with the subject “Residential building for the head of Ausch- ~ P-322.

witz agricultural operations SS-Oberfiihrer Dr. Caesar”.

“At the staff meeting held in Auschwitz on 25 March 1942 with chief of Office C/IlI SS-

Stubaf. Wirtz, it was determined that a central heating system should be installed in the

residence to be built for the head of the Auschwitz agricultural operations, SS-

Oberfuhrer Dr. Caesar.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Office Group C, RGVA, 502-1-272,
Chief of Office 111, with the subject “Utility building Auschwitz CC” and reference p-326.

“staff meeting with chief of Office C/I1l SS-Stubaf. Wirtz on 25 March 1942 in

Auschwitz”.

“The [contract for the] hot-water preparation for heating as well as aeration and de-

aeration system of the utility buildings was given to the company Friedrich Boos, Co-

logne, and most of the material for this was secured. ”

Due to the planning of a district heating plant, the heating system has changed, and

a new project and offer is needed.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, chief of Office RGVA, 502-1-313,
C/111, with the subject “Crematorium, cremation furnaces for PoW camp Ausch-  P- 174.
witz”. NO-4472.

“For the Waffen-SS prisoner-of-war camp at Auschwitz, 2 pieces of three-muffle crema-
tion furnaces in simplified form, as shown in enclosed drawings, were originally
planned.- At the staff meeting on 27 Feb. 1942 with Chief of Office Group SS-
Oberfihrer Dr. Ing. Kammler in Auschwitz, it was ordered that the 5 pieces of three-
muffle cremation furnaces intended for the CC be installed in the PoW camp, and that
the 2 pieces of three-muffle cremation furnaces were thus superfluous.- The Topf and
Sons company, Erfurt, now wants to invoice the marketing and administrative costs in-
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curred in the processing of the project in the amount of RM 1,769.36. At the staff meet-
ing on 25 Feb. 1942 with the chief of Office C/Ill SS-Stubaf. Wirtz, it was agreed that
the project for the construction of 2 three-muffle cremation furnaces should be trans-
ferred to another construction project. The Topf and Sons company of Erfurt should be
informed accordingly. ”

Central Construction Office. “Explanatory report on the preliminary draft for the =~ RGVA, 502-1-225,
construction and expansion of the Auschwitz U/S concentration camp. Construc-  Pp- 53-69; ibid.,
tion phase 111.” pp. 70-94.
I. Structures:

(a) Existing structures:

1-6: BW 20 K-Q prisoner lodging buildings 10-16.

b) Buildings to be erected (massive) for the protective-custody camp

7-21: BW 116-138 prisoner lodging buildings 26-40

22-26: BW 157A-157E prisoner security workshop buildings 1-5.

27. BW 158 entrance building

28: BW 160 laundry and reception building with delousing facility and prisoner
bath

c) Buildings (massive) to be erected for the headquarters:

29. BW 31 utility building for headquarters

30. BW 173 headquarters and headquarters” lodging building

d) Other command buildings to be erected and modified:

31. BW 172 utility barracks for troops

32. BW 17C 4 crew lodging barracks for the headquarters

33. BW 17D 12 crew lodging barracks for the guard force

34. BW 36D 4 officers’ lodging barracks

35. BW 40 SS accommodation “Deutsches Haus”

36. BW 32C 4 civilian workers’ lodging barracks

37. BW 32D utility barracks for the civilian workers’ camp

38. BW 32E canteen barracks for the civilian workers’ camp

39. BW 32F 2 wash barracks for the civilian workers’ camp

40. BW 32G 2 toilet barracks for the civilian workers’ camp

41. BW 43 prisoner canteen barracks

42. BW 37D construction office’s garage

43. BW 18 garage extension for headquarters

44. BW 23 garage extension with workshop for construction office

45. BW 61A makeshift workshop barracks at the construction yard

46. BW 61B carpentry shop barracks

47. BW 61C building material storage shed

I1. Exterior facilities:

(a) Completion/extension of existing facilities.

48, BW 9 sewerage system

b) Facilities to be constructed:

49. BW 21 road construction

50. BW 29 water supply system

51. BW 41 protective custody enclosure

52. BW 49 outdoor electrical installations

53. BW 54 horticultural facilities

54. BW 200 5 watchtowers

55. BW 201 main-collector trench with sewage treatment plant and digester-gas
extraction plant

56. BW 202 alarm system
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57.
58.
59
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

BW 203 lightning protection system
BW 204 telephone system

. BW 205 command system

BW 206 fire-extinguishing system

BW 207 2 sauna systems

BW 208 siding

BW 209 command bridge over the river Sola
BW 210 enclosures

BW 211 transformer station.

The related cost estimate puts the total cost at RM 18,700,000.

Central Construction Office, “Distribution of the structures (BW) for the buildings, RGVA, 502-1-267,
external and ancillary facilities of the construction project Auschwitz U/S concen-  Pp. 3-13.
tration camp”. Very long typewritten list of structures at Auschwitz CC, of which 2?2'310'210' pp

about thirty were later added in pencil.

BW No. Designation

A
B

O©CoOo~N~NOOOTEAEWN PR

1

1la

12
13
14

Construction Office Costs,

Site acquisition, site development,
Women CC

Prisoner infirmary building
Prisoner cell building

Main guardhouse

Inmate lodging building

Block leader barracks

Guard towers

Sewer system

Crematorium

Reconstruction chimney Crem. CC
inmate effects storage building
Headquarters building

Infirmary and canteen building

17A Crew building 1

17B Crew building 2

17C 4 crew lodging barracks
17D 13 crew lodging barracks

18
19

Motor-vehicle garage
Inmate workshops

20A-20R Inmate lodging buildings 1-17

21

Road construction

23A Garage of the workshop
23B Backup generator

24

Commandant’s residence

26A Field barn
26B 3 field barns

27

Residential houses for married NCOs

27A House no. 27

28 Reception barracks with delousing
29 Water-supply plant
29A New construction of a water tower

29B Water pipes and treatment plant
30A Motor-vehicle workshop
30B Fuel station
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31
32A
32B
32C
32D
32E
32F
32G
32H
33A
33B
33Ba
33C
34
35
36A
36B
36C
36D
37A
37B
37C
37D
37E
38
38A
39
40
40A
41
42
43
44
45
46
49
50
51
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

61A
61B
61C
63
64
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Utility building for headquarters

Civilian workers’ lodging barracks

Civilian workers’ lodging building

6 civilian workers’ lodging barracks and 4 toilet barracks
1 civilian workers’ canteen barracks

1 civilian workers’ utility barracks

2 civilian workers’ washing barracks

2 civilian worker’ toilet barracks

Civilian workers’ camp for Italians

Stable facilities

Slaughterhouse with dairy

Horse-stable barracks for slaughter cattle

Prov. greenhouse Raisko

Bathhouse

School with kindergarten

Officers” mess

Residential buildings for married officers
Housing for the head of agricultural operations Auschwitz
4 officers’ lodging barracks

construction-office barracks (old)
construction-office barracks (new)

Construction office, lodging and utility barracks
Garage (demountable) for the construction office
construction-office barracks 3

Garage (demountable) for headquarters

Central garage yard

Prov. SS accommodation

SS accommodation “Deutsches Haus™ incl. ancillary facilities
Installation of general quarters
Protective-custody camp enclosure

Prisoners’ kitchen barracks, prov. laundry
Prisoner canteen barracks

Sports field facility

Shooting range

Freight deferment

Electrical outdoor facilities

Construction yard (existing)

Horse stables

Gardening facilities

2 living and working barracks

3 lodging barracks for work units

2 R.[eichs]A.[rbeits]D.[ienst] living quarters

5 horse-stable barracks, 4 in Birkenau (special treatment), 1 in Budy
12 barracks for prisoner effects

Prov. safety workshop barracks (prisoner electricians) 2 barracks for
prisoner electricians

Provisional workshops (barracks)

Carpentry workshop

7 construction material storage sheds

4 yard barns

Raisko greenhouse
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65A
65B
65C
65D
65E

66

67

68A
68B

69

70

71

71A
71B

72

73A
73B

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

92

93

94

95

96
100-107
108-115
116-119
121-124
125-129
130-133
134-138
139-156
157A
157B
157C
157D

Duck breeding sheds

21 chick rearing sheds

8 chicken rearing sheds for 100 chickens each

16 chicken rearing sheds for 50 chickens each

18 herd-book barns

4 potato storage barns

Riding hall and cattle sheds in the “Prag,” incl. SS shelters
Hygienic laboratory

Laboratory in Raisko. Extension of a shell building in Raisko
Foal farm

12 pasture cattle shelters

approx. 35 horse-stable barracks

foaling stable

Babitz farm

2 cattle sheds

Farm estate

Farm estate

15 horse-stable barracks

5 guard barracks

Hey-drying facilities

Accommodation for dog unit

Steaming plant for pig fattening

Meliorations in the area of interest (agriculture)
Pigsties in Budy

Hyg. examination site

Passage facility for civilian labor camp |

House 184 for sanitary purposes for the troops
Cisterns in the area of the CC

House No. 154 (Post Office 1)

Interrogation barracks Political Department (near crematorium)
Barracks Il for Political Department (at Crema)
Completion of residential houses (2 pieces) in Raisko
Barracks for prisoners Illa

2 barracks for agriculture (special production)
Air-force barracks for Pol. Dept. near crematorium
Special barracks B for CC

2 barracks Army Headquarters 290/6 (shoe storage)
5 potato warehouses

1 cabbage silo

inmate lodging buildings 18-25

inmate lodging buildings

inmate lodging buildings 26-30

inmate lodging buildings

inmate lodging buildings 31-35

inmate lodging buildings

inmate lodging buildings 36-40

inmate lodging buildings

Prisoner security workshop building 1

Prisoner security workshop building 2

Prisoner security workshop building 3

Prisoner security workshop building 4
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157E Prisoner security workshop building 5
158 Entrance building with tower
160 Laundry and reception building with delousing plant and inmate bath
160a Short-wave delousing plant [microwave delousing]
161 Prov. district heating plant
162 Prisoners’ utility building
166 Completion of 60 houses for bomb-out SS members in the area of inter-

est CC
172 Utility barracks
173 Headquarters and headquarters’ lodging building
174 Headquarters guardhouse
200 5 watchtowers massive
201 Main-collector trench
202 Alarm system
203 Lightning protection system
204 Telephone system
205 Makeshift system
206 Fire-extinguishing system
207 2 sauna units
207a 1 sauna facility for agriculture in Raisko
208 railway siding
209 Temporary bridge over the Sola,
209a Connecting road to the Sola bridge
210 Enclosures
211 Transformer station
212 Hauptinsgemein [unknown term]
SS-WVHA, chief of Office Group D. Letter to the commandants of the CC with ~ AGK, NTN. 172,
the subject “Request for prisoners and guard crews”. pp. 38-39. Odpis

“By order of the Reichsfiihrer-SS, work is being done in several camps within the pro- ~ (transcript).
tective-custody camp for the armaments industry. This work is vital to the war effort

and therefore especially urgent. With incoming new prisoner arrivals, | must first fill up

these camps, and then, depending on the urgency, the requirements of the other camps

will be satisfied. [...]

The Reichsfihrer-SS further orders that the working hours of the prisoners are to be in-

creased to 11 hours. Now that 10 hours and more are already being worked in the

camps, the working hours are to be increased to 11 hours as the days grow longer.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Kattowitz Pricing Office with ~ RGVA, 502-1-78,
the subject “Cut Wood Supply”. pp. 139-140.
The Central Construction Office needs large quantities of softwood lumber to carry

out extensive construction, but the firms in the immediate vicinity are unable to

supply it, so the Central Construction Office was forced to turn to firms further

afield. It requested a total of 3,400 cubic meters of lumber from the following

companies:

Alfons Sopott, Bytom; F. Huppert, Sharley; J. Judkowicz, Dt. Piekar; Mar-

czunszek, Bytom; Gladisch, Gleiwitz; E. Weida, Breslau; Sawmill Adamaschek

(Kenty), Sucha (Sucha), Wegierska Gorka (Wegierska), Las (Andrichau), Gebriider

Grundei (Langerdorf).

[31] Central Construction Office. “Development Plan for the Construction and Expan-  RGVA, 502-2-94,

sion of the Auschwitz U.S. Concentration Camp and Prisoner-of-War Camp”. Plan p- 2; ibid., 502-2-
No. 2215 drawn by prisoner No. 471 Alfred Brzybylski and “checked” by SS- 93,p.1.
Untersturmfihrer Walter Dejaco on April 2, 1942.
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A second, manipulated version also exists (three huts are drawn near two houses
without number or name west of the Zentralsauna, one of which has been crossed
out with three oblique pen strokes).

April 1942

1.

Letter from the Bielitz Labor Office, Auschwitz Branch, to the Labor Office Statis- RGVA, 502-1-417,
tics Department in Bielitz, with the subject “Status of employed workers and sala- Pp- 1. 1a,2.

ried employees as of March 31, 1942, for further handling.”

“Enclosed I submit the list of workers and salaried employees employed in the A-

card index as of March 31, 1942, for further handling.”

Daily listing. Total:

8,418 men, of whom 8,170 working.

3,804 women, of whom 3,313 working.

The A-card was a file of persons considered by the Gestapo to be hostile for vari-

0Ous reasons.

Central Construction Office, Building Construction Department, SS Gunner RGVA, 502-1-24,
Jothann. “Activity or Construction Report for the Month of March 1942.” pp. 397-398.
Work on the following BW: 1.) utility barracks, 2.) POW camp, temporary bakery,

3.) civilian workers’ quarters, 4.) “Deutsches Haus” remodeling, 5.) troop utility

camp, 6.) officers’ and NCOs’ quarters (houses 130, 132, 150, 152, 151, 171).

The Huta Company sends an invoice to the Central Construction Office for “1 pc. RGVA, 502-1-187,
delousing barracks 64.20/11.66 and 11.66/12.00 m large according to drawing of 8 pp. 11-12.

Nov. 41, and manufactured according to cost estimate No. 3 of 26 Jan. 42.” Total

sum: RM 11,000.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Er- RGVA, 502-1-312,
furt, with the subject “Aeration and deaeration system for the crematorium to be ~ P-69.

built in Auschwitz CC”.

“Enclosed you will receive a set of amended plans, concerning the crematorium to be

built at Auschwitz CC. In the plans, the desired routing of the aeration and deaeration

ducts has been drawn. When preparing or modifying your project according to drawing

D 59366*, we ask you to adapt, if possible, to the duct routing shown in our plans. The

ventilation above the roof should be in the form of brick chimneys. ”

* See Pressac 1993, Docs. 13-15.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Report for Month of March 1942”. RGVA, 502-1-24,
“General: pp. 380-386.
As a result of the onset of open [frost-free] weather, construction operations could gen-
erally commence in full.
There are at present about 930 civilian workers, 2859 prisoners, 380 prisoners of war,
about 90 horse-drawn vehicles and 4 trucks in use.”
Construction site operations:
I. Above-Ground Construction Department:
(a) protective-custody camp:
new prisoners’ quarters: Blocks 7, 15, 18, 17, 16
prov. prisoner kitchen
fence construction
laundry and reception building with prisoner bath
prisoners’ canteen barracks
prov. effects storage barracks in women’s CC
prov. laundry and delousing in women’s CC
new prisoners’ quarters for the extension of the protective-custody camps



THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — APRIL 1942

b) Other buildings
utility barracks for the troops
prov. delousing barracks with reception
crew lodging barracks for the headquarters
Commandant’s barracks at the staff building
staff building
garages for headquarters
Civilian workers’ quarters
Officers’ and NCOs’ dormitories
Reconstruction “Deusches Haus”
poultry farm in Harmence [sic]
prov. stables in Bor-Budy
prov. nursery with greenhouse for agriculture in Raisko
large greenhouse facility in Raisko
construction offices barrack
Driver’s accommodation barrack
Construction yard
“c) Prisoner-of-war camp
Another 4 barracks of the quarantine camp were completed, and masonry, carpentry
and roofing work continued on the remaining 17 barracks there. One utility barrack is
ready for operation, the other one has been roofed, furthermore the roof trusses of 2 de-
lousing barracks have been finished or is about to be finished, likewise the morgue bar-
racks’ roof truss has been finished and roofed in the meantime. The washhouse and en-
trance building with watchtower have been erected and roofed, and the interior work is
currently underway. In the quarantine camp, 6 dismountable barracks (horse-stable
barracks) have also been erected, which will be expanded to accommodate the prison-
ers of war. Guard towers were set up. The fence construction with wire obstacle is al-
most finished. For the 1. construction section, 5 of the above-described barracks have
been erected so far. Work on the camp road to be built has been resumed. For the sew-
age-treatment plant to be laid out in the PoW camp, the earthwork has been completed,
and preparations for masonry work have been made. ”
Bakery for main utility camp
I1. On- and Below-Ground Construction Department
Road construction
Water supply (work on the well of the officers’ residences 136 and 177, on the
well of the NCOs” dwellings 27, 151, 152, 160, 132, 151A, and on those of the
civilian workers’ lodgings [house “Record™])
Surveying
Drainage
Landscaping
Workshops
a) joiner’s workshop, locksmith’s workshop, carpenter’s workshop
b) painting, glazing
c) concrete workshops.

Letter from the Commandant of Auschwitz CC to the SS-WVHA, Office Group D, RGVA, 502-1-347,
with the subject “Setting up the camp’s own laundry”. p. 391.

“Due to the lack of an own laundry, the body and bed linen as well as the clothing of

the prisoners of Auschwitz CC are given to a contract laundry in Bielitz for cleaning.

This company was not able to clean the entire laundry load of 10,000 prisoners, since it

did not have sufficient operating facilities for this purpose.”

There is no other laundry facility in the district, and the one in Bielitz “is already

36 km away anyway.” In addition, the camp’s strength is expected to increase to
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10.

14.

15.

over 30,000 prisoners in the future. The commandant of Auschwitz CC therefore
asks that the construction of the laundry building be expedited.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Office Group C/1/2
with the subject “inmate effects storage”.

“Enclosed is a photocopy of the letter from the Auschwitz CC headquarters regarding
space requirements for the inmate effects storage, with a request to please take note of
it.

The occupancy level of the CC is envisaged to reach approx. 30,000 prisoners.”
Letter from the SS-WVHA, the head of Office Ill, to the J.A. Topf & Sons compa-
ny, Erfurt, with the subject “Auschwitz — Cremation Furnaces for PoW camp.”
“The 2 pieces of three-muffle large cremation furnaces originally planned for Ausch-
witz CC will be transferred to another construction project. All technical and commer-
cial preparatory work as well as all drawings will be transferred to a new construction
project, so that the incurred marketing and administrative costs in the amount of RM
1,769.36 will be eliminated. Further details about the new construction project are yet
to be communicated. ”

On July 16, 1943, the above office sends a copy of this letter to the Central Con-
struction Office in response to their request of July 10.

Headquarters Order No. 7/42 quotes a letter from Himmler to the men of the
Waffen-SS reprimanding boastings about the heroism of the Waffen-SS. It reaf-
firms that Reich banknotes may not be taken on official or vacation trips abroad;
decrees that deceased Waffen SS men are to be buried in accordance with military
regulations; regulates the ordering of horse teams; decrees that specially marked
shells in cleared villages may not be demolished or parts stolen; declares perma-
nent furloughs invalid; directs that requests for structural alterations to houses
within the camp area are to be submitted to the headquarters, not to the Central
Construction Office; prohibits the use of railroad tracks at Deutsche Auriistung-
swerke as a route to the railroad station; reprimands unauthorized use of official bi-
cycles; admonishes adherence to official channels in salary matters; informs that
costs of inpatient treatment borne by the SS Sanitary Office are paid to patients,
who must then use them to pay outstanding hospital bills; orders that inmate
craftsmen employed on contracts may be used elsewhere only with special permis-
sion; reminds again of the duty to save paper; mentions a lost camp ID card; an-
nounces training times for track and field athletes; and states that the headquarters
is also staffed full time on weekends.

Central Construction Office. “As-built plan of building no. 47a. B.W. 11. Cremato-
rium.” Plan No. 1241, drawn by inmate No. 20033 (Stefan Swiszczowski), con-
tains a total of 4 drawings: Front view, partial view, first floor and section A-B.

Garrison Order No. 13/42 explains that the ban on entering the 1G-Farbenindustrie
employees’ restaurant refers only to the restaurant in Dwory.
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p. 314.
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32-33.

Frei, pp. 121-124

RGVA, 502-2-146,
p.21.

Frei, p. 124

Central Construction Office. “Explanatory report on the construction of the laundry RGVA, 502-1-347,

and reception building with delousing facility and inmate Bath at Auschwitz CC
U/S. I11. construction section.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Office Group C
111/1, with the subject “Crematorium, cremation furnaces for PoW camp Ausch-
witz”.

“With reference to the above-mentioned letter [of March 30, 1942], invoice no. 396
dated March 17, 1942, from the company J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, for the marketing
and administrative costs incurred in the processing of the project in the amount of RM
1,769.36 is handed over and requested that further arrangements be made from there.”

pp. 377-378.

RGVA, 502-1-313,
p. 171; 502-1-272,
S. 300.
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Central Construction Office, “Construction report on the status of construction RGVA, 502-1-24,
work for the Auschwitz Concentration Camp construction project” with status of ~ pp. 318-342.
construction on 1 April 1942. A long list of the following structures with serial no.,

BW no., designation, degree of completion (%).

1 18 Motor-vehicle halls (90%) & extension (45%)
2 30A Motor-vehicle workshop (100%)
3 30B Fuel station (100%)
4 11 Crematorium (100%)
5 19 Inmate workshops (80%)
6 28 Reception barracks with delousing (60%)
7 160 Laundry and reception building with delousing facility and in-
mate bath (7%)
8 23A Garage extension and transformer (80%)
9 50 Construction yard (80%)
10 17A Crew building 1 (100%)
11 17B Crew building 2 (100%)
12 39 SS lodgings outside the camp area (100%)
13 40 SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus” (75%)
14 7A Block leader lodging barracks (100%)
15 17C 4 crew lodging barracks
Barracks 1 (100%)
Barracks 2 (100%)
Barracks 3 (75%)
Barracks 4 (60%)
16 17B Crew barracks for guard troops (100%)
17 36A Officers’ mess (95%)
18 36B Officers’ quarters and living quarters for married officers (60%)
19 36D officers’ lodging barracks 1 (15%)
20 27 Housing for married NCOs (60%)
21 24 Commandant’s residence (loft conversion) (30%)

22 20AB,D-G,R 7 Inmate lodging buildings (100%)
23 20C,H-Q 10 Inmate lodging buildings (100%)

24 100 Inmate lodging building 18 (100%)

25 101 Inmate lodging building 19 (100%)

26 102 Inmate lodging building 20 (100%)

27 103 Inmate lodging building 21 (100%)

28 104 Inmate lodging building 22 (75%)

29 105 Inmate lodging building 23 (45%)

30 106 Inmate lodging building 24 (35%)

31 107 Inmate lodging building 25 (70%)

32 Prov. effects storage barracks in women’s branch camp (100%)

33 Prov. barracks for laundry and delousing in women’s branch
camp (100%)

34 13 Headquarters building (100%)

35 7B Block leader barracks (100%)

36 37A Construction offices barracks (100%)

37 14 SS infirmary and canteen buildings (100%)

38 4 Inmate infirmary buildings (100%)

39 5 Inmate cell buildings (100%)

40 12 Inmate effects storage building (100%)

41 42 Inmates’ kitchen (100%)
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42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

6
172
43
32A
32B
32D
44
34
21
54

9

29
23A
49
41

8

37
33A
33B
33C
64
65A
67
71
201

main guardhouse (100%)

Utility barracks for the guard force (95%)

Inmate canteen barracks (100%)

Civilian workers’ lodging barracks (100%)

Civilian workers’ lodging barracks (80%)

Utility barracks for civilian workers’ camp (80%)
Sports field facility (60%)

Bathing facility at the Sola (60%)

Roads within the camp area (45%)

Gardening facilities (50%)

Drainage system (55%)

Water-supply plant (35%)

Transformer station (100%)

Outdoor electrical facilities (45%)

Enclosure of protective-custody camp (30%)
Watchtowers (wooden) (60%)

School with kindergarten (100%)

Stable and auxiliary facilities (40%)
Slaughterhouse with dairy (100%)

Greenhouse facility for the nursery in Raisko (60%)
Large greenhouse facility in Raisko (10%)
duck-breeding barn in Harmense (760%)

SS shelter, cattle stables and riding hall in the “Prag” (100%)
35 horse-stable barracks (10%)

Main sewer trench with sewage treatment plant and digester-gas
extraction plant (5%)

Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan for construction project:
Auschwitz CC” for March 1942.
Structure

o wN PR

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.

. BW 18:
. BW 30B:
.BW11:
BW 19:
. BW 28:
. BW 160:

. BW 23A:

. BW50:

. BW 40:

BW 17C:
BW 17C:
BW 17C:
BW 17C:
BW 17D:
BW 36A:
BW 36B:

BW 36D:

BW 27:
BW 24:

Start
Motor vehicle hall extension for headquarters 5/1/1942 45%
Fuel station 20/8/1941 100%
Crematorium extension 16/1/1941 100%
Workshop extension 1/7/1940 80%
Reception barracks with delousing 15/2/1942 60%

Laundry and reception building with delousing 12/10/1941 7%
and prisoner bath

Garage extension at the transformer in the con- 10/12/1941 80%
struction yard

Construction yard 1/7/1940 80%
SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus” 2/2/1942 75%
Crew barracks 1 10/11/1941 100%
Crew barracks 2 10/11/1941 100%
Crew barrack 3 10/11/1941 75%
Crew barrack 4 10/11/1941 60%
Crew barrack 1 (staff barrack) 5/1/1942 100%
Officers’ mess 15/1/1941 95%

Officers’ quarters and living quarters for mar- 10/7/1941 60%
ried officers

Officers’ lodging barrack 1 16/11/1941 15%
living quarters for married NCOs 1/7/1940 60%
Commandant’s residence conversion 5/1/1942 30%
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20. BW 100: Prisoners’ quarters 18 1/5/1941 100%
21. BW 101: Prisoners’ quarters 19 1/4/1941 100%
22. BW 102: Prisoners’ quarters 20 1/4/1941 100%
23. BW 103: Prisoner quarters 21 1/4/1941 100%
24. BW 104: Prisoner housing 22 15/8/1941 75%
25. BW 105: Prisoner accommodation 23 10/9/1941 45%
26. BW 106: Prisoner accommodation 24 10/10/1941 35%
27. BW 107: Prisoners’ quarters 25 1/8/1941 70%
28.1/: Women’s camp: prov. effects storage barrack, 2/3/1942 80%
prov. laundry and delousing
29. BW 37A: Construction offices barracks 10/7/1941 100%
30. BW 42:  Prisoner kitchen annex 6/9/1941 100%
31. BW 172: Utility barracks for troops 15/9/1941 95%
32. BW 43:  Prisoner canteen barracks 5/2/1942 100%
33. BW 32B: Civilian worker’s lodgings 26/10/1941 80%
34. BW 32D: Utility barracks for civilian workers’ camp 26/10/1941 80%
35.BW 44:  Sports field facility 29/10/1941 60%
36.BW 21: Road construction 29/10/1941 45%
37.BW 54;  Gardening facilities 1/4/1941 50%
38. BW Q: Drainage 1/6/1940 55%
39. BW 29:  Water-supply system 1/6/1940 35%
40. BW 49:  Outdoor electrical facilities 1/6/1940 45%
41. BW 41: Enclosure of protective-custody camp 1/6/1940 30%
42. BW 8: Watchtowers prov. 1/6/1940 60%
43.BW 35:  School with kindergarten 10/6/1941 100%
44. BW 33A: Stable and ancillary facilities 1/6/1940 40%
45, BW 33B: Slaughterhouse 6/12/1940 100%
46. BW 33 C: Nursery in Raisko 23/2/1942 60%
47.1: Large greenhouse in Raisko 23/2/1942  10%
48./: Duck-breeding stable in Harmense 16/2/1942 60%
49./: Horse-stable barracks 20/3/1942  10%

50. BW 201: Main sewer with sewage treatment plant and 5/11/1941 5%
digester-gas extraction plant.

Labor deployment: civilian workers: 399; inmates: 2,714.

The PoW camp’s construction deadlin plan for March 1942 has not been preserved.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Office Group C

RGVA, 502-1-272,

[11/1, with the subject “Auschwitz — Examination of the static calculation for potato p. 301.

storage main utility camp.”

Special headquarters order No. 1/42 indicates that SS-Obersturmfiihrer Schwarz, as Frei, pp. 125f.

leader of work deployment, reports directly to the commandant and prohibits other
subordinates from interfering in matters of work deployment. It also stipulates that
there will be no Sunday work for prisoners, with the exception of vital operations
(cattle care, kitchen, etc.). It further states:

“If full work performance is to be achieved by the prisoner, it is necessary that he also
approach the respective weekly workload sufficiently invigorated, rested and prepared.
For this purpose, he needs Sunday for rest. In this respect, it is essential that the in-
mates bathe once a week in the future, and that the Sunday of rest be used especially for
repairing laundry and all other articles of daily use which the inmate needs for his per-
sonal care. Only after these goals have been achieved can full performance of the in-
mates” labor be assured. This notion applies in a corresponding manner likewise to the
horse material available for the execution of the present work. The animals must also
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16.

21.

22,

24,

have a day of rest during the week. It is expected that all measures will be taken to car-
ry out, with regard to the future use of labor, the guidelines given above. If all services
do not endeavor to adhere to these basic matters, severe shortfalls must continue to be
expected with regard to the manpower of men and animal[s], and there would be con-
tinuous large shortfalls in the future as a result of an overuse of these available forces,
which would make it impossible to carry out the tasks assigned to the CC in a manner
that would serve unrestricted war-economic objectives and help to achieve by their con-
tribution the ultimate goal of today ’s struggle, namely, victory.”

With “rail car no. 4.62703 B.M.B.” the Topf company shipped “parts to the Topf
three-muffle furnaces.” Total weight: 11,149 kg.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Construction Inspectorate of the
Waffen-SS and Police Reich-East with the subject “Construction inspector treat-
ment of buildings in the service area of the SS Economic and Administrative Main
Office”.

“For the time being, the Auschwitz CC construction projects were for the most part re-
pairs of already existing buildings of the former Polish artillery barracks, which were
handed over to the Auschwitz CC headquarters by the Army Base Administration Kat-
towitz on May 4, 1941.”

“Similarly, since the existence of the Construction Office (April 1941), during the activ-
ity of the former Head of Construction SS-Ostuf. Schlachter until Oct. 15, 1941, no
buildings had been accounted for and no usable documents for the construction and ex-
pansion of Auschwitz CC were available.

In addition, at the beginning of October, there was the special order for the construc-
tion of a prisoner-of-war camp of the Waffen-SS for approx. 150000 prisoners. ”

Headquarters Auschwitz CC. Special order for CC and women’s CC.

“The worklng hours of the prisoners are fixed with effect from 20 April 1942 as follows:
in the morning from 6.00 — 11.00 a.m,
in the afternoon from 13.00 — 19.00 hours.
The resulting lunch break is to be used by the prisoners as a rest period.
Great care must be taken to ensure that the prisoners rest in their beds after taking their
midday meal, in order to achieve the greatest possible absorption of the midday meal to
strengthen the prisoners’ working capacity.
With regard to these aforementioned working hours, the same procedure is to be fol-
lowed accordingly with the external units, with whom the ordered rest period must be
carried out at suitable places to be explored by the unit leaders.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Office Group C/V1,
with the subject “Cost Estimate Concentration Camp Auschwitz”.

Cost estimate for Construction Section I: 2,026,000 RM

Cost estimate for Construction Section Il: RM 4,630,000

Cost estimate for Construction Section I11: 18,700,000 RM.

Construction Sections | and I1: structures already built or under construction; Con-
struction Section Il1: structures of the 3rd year of war economy.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the CC headquarters with the sub-
ject “Armbands for civilian employees”:

“Regarding the above subject, you are informed that green armbands for civilian em-
ployees of the local office can only be procured if a ration card is available for this
purpose. It is therefore requested that you apply for a purchase voucher for green-
armband material with the appropriate voucher office.”

A special garrison order quotes a letter from the Reichsbahn complaining that SS
men and entire units with CC inmates were illegally crossing Reichsbahn tracks to
take shortcuts, and when reprimanded for this by Reichsbhahn officials, the SS men
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sometimes became abusive and resorted to physical threats. The commandant or-
ders all SS men to abide by the Reichsbahn’s operating regulations and to follow
its orders, even if they are issued by strangers.

Central Construction Office, inmate paint shop, “Labor performance during the pe- RGVA, 502-1-24,
riod 26 March — 25 April 1942.” Handwritten report on work at BW: utility bar-  pp. 370-371.
racks, construction office, motor pool, staff building, lodging office of civilian em-

ployees, central construction yard, houses 151, 136, 25, 130, 132.

SS-WVHA, Chief of office Group C. Note with the subject “Auschwitz CC”. RGVA, 502-1-19,
“On the 25th of this month, the commandant of Auschwitz CC came to see me and p. 24; 502-1-272,
asked for the following measures to be carried out as a matter of urgency: ” p. 275.

1.) Water-supply system

2.) Laundry building

3.) Installation of adequate stoves in the prisoner-of-war camp.”

4.) Set up construction office

5.) “Central Construction Office receives from commandant: 50 horse carts per day. —
Purchase of horses by Central Construction Office thus not necessary.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Office Group C, RGVA, 502-1-149,

with the subject “Application for construction funds for the new construction of the P- 137;

second extension of the water-supply plant in the concentration camp Auschwitz ~ [Pid., pp. 138-139;
B.W. 29”. The Central Construction Office encloses an explanatory report, cost es- 153'165 .
- y id., pp. 140-142;

timate and site plan. ibid., p. 150
“Explanatory report on the construction of the second extension of the water-supply .

system (structure 29) in the concentration camp Auschwitz U/S.”.

“Subsoil: Under a 30 cm thick humus layer, firm loamy soil, in places gravel and sand

emerge. The groundwater is about 2.50 to 3.50 m below ground level.”

The cost estimate calls for an expenditure of RM 48,700. The site plan shows the struc-

ture of the system: pump house I-111, each drawing water from 3 wells, which enters the

camp’s water supply system via water treatment plant, elevated and underground tanks.

Garrison Order No. 13a/42 indicates that the organization of social or cultural Frei, pp. 128f.
events for SS personnel is the sole responsibility of Division VI of the headquar-
ters.

Letter from the Auschwitz CC, Labor Deployment Department, to the Central Con- RGVA, 502-1-256,
struction Office with the subject “Labor Deployment”: SS-Obersturmfihrer Hein-  pp. 217f.
rich Schwarz replied on April 23, 1942, to various accusations made by the Central
Construction Office. It was not true, he said, “that only women and sick prisoners

were made available to the Central Construction Office,” and that those capable of

work were employed by the Buna Works.

“It should be noted in passing only that the replacement of sick prisoners of the ‘1.G.

Farben’ operation is being done entirely from the new Jewish arrivals of recent times.

On the question of the replacement of sick prisoners from Central Construction Office

units, we note that 15% of the prisoners sent out for the construction yard in the last few

months had to be sent to the infirmary.”

The charge that the work performance of female prisoners assigned to the Central
Construction Office is inferior to that of inmates is unfounded because it is “above

the level of male prisoners.”

The Central Construction Office’s request for 10,000 to 12,000 inmates must take

into account overall strength, he said, and finally, the Central Construction Office

must better manage its units and ensure that inmates have the tools they need.

Central Construction Office. “Site Plan for the New Construction of the Laundry ~ RGVA, 502-1-347,
and Admission Building with Delousing Facility and Inmate Bath at Auschwitz CC pp. 344, 383.
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30.

U.S. (111. Construction Section),” BW 160.

Headquarters Order No. 8/42 quotes a letter from Himmler about the sacrilege of
seducing underage girls, which Himmler would “punish ruthlessly.” The order de-
plores the bad behavior of some SS men traveling on trains, and announces that the
superiors of these louts will also be prosecuted. In this context, the order also men-
tions a propaganda campaign “More Politeness.” A reminder is issued about the
14-day training evenings as compulsory events for SS officers. Regarding secrecy,
it states, among other things:

“As is well known, all SS members of Auschwitz CC are instructed, obligated and
sworn to secrecy with regard to any facilities and occurrences in CC that come to their
knowledge within the scope of their service. There is cause to point out once again that
any violation of this sworn obligation will be considered treason. ”

SS men are offered a weekend in an SS-owned ski lodge; procedures for requesting
and assigning remedies are explained; workshop orders may not be directed direct-
ly to workshops but must be approved and assigned by the headquarters; bureau-
cratic matters concerning leave passes for official travel are explained; weekly
concerts by the SS-Sturmbann band are announced; limits are set on the size of
home gardens; paper conservation measures are mentioned; parking bicycles in-
doors instead of on bicycle racks is punishable; detailed rules for hunting are listed,
and poaching is punishable; chickens are not allowed to roam free during sowing
season; a counting card system for managing food for SS members and their fami-
lies is introduced; Labor Day is moved to 2 May (Saturday); civilians employed by
the Wehrmacht are not entitled to railroad tickets when on leave; guard offenses are
made public; some lost and found objects are mentioned.

Letter from the Chief of the SS-WVHA to the Reichsfiihrer-SS with the subject
“Incorporation of the Inspectorate of Concentration Camps into the SS Economic
and Administrative Main Office”.

List of CCs existing at outbreak of war (Dachau, Sachsenhausen, Buchenwald,
Mauthausen, Flossenbiirg, Ravensbrick, with indication of prisoner occupancy)
and those built in 1940-1942 (Auschwitz, Neuengamme, Gusen, Natzweiler,
Gross-Rosen, Lublin, Niederhagen, Stutthof, Arbeitsdorf).

“1.) The war brought about a visible structural change in the concentration camps and
fundamentally altered their tasks with regard to the use of prisoners. The multiplication
of prisoners for security, educational or preventive reasons alone is no longer in the
foreground. The emphasis has shifted to the economic side. The mobilization of all pris-
oners’ labor for war tasks (armament increase) and later for peace tasks is pushing it-
self more and more into the foreground. ”

Letter from Chief of SS-WVHA “to Chief Office Group D, to all camp comman-
dants, to all plant managers, to all W offices.” “Order.”

“The instructions and guidance which were given to the camp commandants and plant
managers in the meetings of 24 and 25 April 1942 are hereby promulgated as an order,
to take effect as of 1 May 1942. [...]

4) The camp commandant alone is responsible for the deployment of the labor force.
This deployment must be exhaustive in the true sense of the word in order to establish
maximum output.

The assignment of work shall be made only centrally by the Chief of Office Group D.
The camp commandants themselves may not accept work from third parties on their
own authority, nor may they conduct negotiations in this regard.

5) The working time is not bound by any limits. Its duration depends on the operational
structure of the camp and the nature of the work to be performed, and is determined by
the camp commandant alone.”
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May 1942
1. Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Office Group B/IV, RGVA, 502-1-265,
with the subject “Reference coupons for green armbands.” p. 664.

“According to the Headquarters Order of the Auschwitz Concentration Camp, all civil-
ian workers and also the civilian employees of the local office are to wear green arm-
bands so that they can be recognized as such.”

Request for 3 meters of green canvas.

Administration of the Auschwitz CC, “Proof of Claim for the Use of Female Pris- RGVA, 502-2-50,
oners for the Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police at CC pp. 17f.
Auschwitz U/S. Month: April 1942.”

Total days worked: 46,965 (on 30 days). Amount: 14,089.50 RM. (Daily rate: RM

0.30 over 4 hours, RM 0.15 under 4 hours).

Attached: “List of female prisoner employment at the individual construction sites

for the month of April 1942.”

The following structures are listed: 2, 21, 32B, 36A, 50, 54, 64, 65A, 116, 172,

201, PoW camp: 3A, 3B, 3C, 4B, 16.

Radio message from Obersturmbannfiihrer Gerhard Maurer (SS-WVHA, Office ~ TNA, HW 16-18.
Group D) to Auschwitz CC: ZIP/GPDD
“Concerning prisoners for agriculture. 85/28.5.42, n.

I request to inform SS Oberf. Dr. CAESAR that 3 German-speaking plant breeders and ~ 12/13, n. 12/13.
2 botanists and biologists (all Polish) can be transferred from RAVENSBRUECK.

Should the transfer take place immediately, or does SS Oberf. Dr. CAESAR intend to

have the ability of these prisoners checked beforehand? | ask for an early answer by

telex.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to Friedrich Boos Company, Cologne- RGVA, 502-1-272,
Bickendorf, with the subject “Project for heating system”. p.423.
“Enclosed a plan of the residential building to be built for the head of the Auschwitz

agricultural operations, SS-Oberfiihrer Dr. Caesar, is conveyed, and it is requested that

the project for the heating and hot-water supply system be worked out immediately and

submitted here with a cost estimate. ”

4. Inacircular from the headquarters we read: Frei, p. 135
“As of Tuesday, May 5, 1942, the working hours of male and female prisoners will be
from 6:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. [sic; probably 6:00 p.m.], with a one-hour lunch break. ”

7. 1G-Farben, Ludwigshafen. “Report on the meeting in Leuna, office of Head Engi- RGVA, 502-5-1,
neer Dr. Durrfeld, on 6 May 1942”. pp. 1-4.
Subject: “Organization of the Auschwitz Technical Department.”

“The Auschwitz technical department is divided into the following groups: 1.) Synthesis
2.) Buna 3.) Electrical engineering 4.) Workshop operations 5.) Energy operations 6.)
Construction Department 7.) Operational Control.”

A detailed description follows.

Radio message from Julius Muthig, Deputy Head of Office D IlI, to the SS garri-  TNA. HW 16-21.
son physician of Auschwitz CC: ZIP/GPDD
“Leave for SS Sturmmann JAMBOR approved for the period 11 May to 24 May 42. 68/20.5.42, n. 5/6.
Leave for SS Obersturmfiihrer ENTRESZ cannot be approved until a replacement for SS
Hauptsturmfiihrer SCHWELA, who is ill [with typhus], has arrived there.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Auschwitz CC headquarters with RGVA, 502-1-272,
the subject “Demolition of houses in the area of interest of the Auschwitz CC.” p. 267.

“For the demolition of houses in the area of interest of Auschwitz CC by the Central

Construction Office, written application was submitted to the headquarters each time. ”
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One house near the “Deusches Haus™ was spared for the time being.

“During the inspection by the Chief of the SS Economic and Administrative Main Of-
fice, SS-Gruppenfiihrer and Major General of the Waffen-SS Pohl, which took place on
May 5, 1942, it was ordered by him that the building be demolished. ”

8. Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Of- RGVA, 502-1-312,
fice with the subject “Ventilation system for the crematorium to be built at Ausch-  pp. 65-68.
witz CC”. As a result of the letter from the Central Construction Office dated April
2, 1942, the Topf company had to change the aeration and deaeration system of the
crematorium, which is shown in the new drawing D 59394.

“For Morgue 2, wrought-iron piping will be provided by us to conduct away the ex-
haust air. The main piping will be laid to the ceiling of the room, and a recess in the
partition wall from the large cellar to the small cellar of approximately 1000 x 600 mm
is to be provided for the time being for the passage of the piping. After insertion of this
pipeline, the opening is to be neatly plastered.

For Morgue 1, you want to provide an exhaust duct with a clear width of 600 x 500 mm
and Morgue 2 an exhaust duct of 800 x 500 mm. ”

Drawing D 59389 shows the installation of the forced-draft devices.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Deadline Plan for Construction Pro- ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
jects: Auschwitz CC” for April 1942. The list of structures differs only slightly pp. 17-18.

from the March deadline plan. BW 136-138 were added, corresponding to inmate

quarters nos. 38-40; the women’s camp is named BW 3, and the large greenhouse

at Raisko BW 64, the duck breeding stable at Harmense BW 65 A, and the horse-

stable barracks for agriculture BW 71.

Labor deployment: civilian workers: 442; prisoners: 4,232.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Deadline Plan for Construction Pro- RGVA, 502-1-22,

jects: Waffen-SS Prisoner-of-War Camp at Auschwitz” for April 1942. p.15.
Structures Start

1. BW 2: drainage of the terrain 16/2/1942 15%
2. BW 3a: lodging barracks (brick) 9 pcs. 7/10/1941 100%
3. BW 3a: lodging barracks (brick) 12 pcs. 24/11/1941 100%
4. BW 3a: lodging barracks (brick) 8 pcs. 24/11/1941 80%
5. BW 3a: lodging barracks (brick) 1 pc. 4/12/1941 60%
6. BW 3b: lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks 9 pcs.) 12/3/1942 70%
7. BW 3a: lodging barracks (25 horse-stable barracks) 23/3/1942  75%
8. BW 4a: utility barracks 10/11/1941 100%
9. BW 4a: utility barracks 10/11/1941 90%
10. BW 5a: delousing barracks 4/12/1941 75%
11. BW 5b: delousing barracks 6/3/1942 55%
12. BW 6a: wash barracks 5 pcs. 4/3/1942  45%
13. BW 7a: toilet barracks 5 pcs. 4/3/1942 45%
14. BW 8a: morgue barracks 5/1/1941 100%
15. BW 9: quarantine-camp entrance building 5/12/1941 80%
16. BW 13: watchtowers 10/3/1942 20%
17. BW 16: access road, etc. 7/10/1941 60%
18. BW 17: road paving inside the camp 5/4/1942 3%
19. BW 18: sewerage system and sewage treatment plant 21/10/1941 25%
20. BW 19: water-supply plant 5/1/1942 25%

21. BW 20: high-voltage plant 0

BW 21: high-voltage power line feed 16/11/1941 100%
22. BW 24: fencing (electr. wire) 8/10/1941 30%
23. BW 25: wire fence for camp subdivision 1/12/1941 15%
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12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

18.

19.
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6/12/1941 100%
21/11/1941  35%

24. BW 26: transformer station
25. BW 31: bakery
Labor deployment: civilian workers: 431; inmates: 944.

Central Construction Office. “Design for Crematorium,” Plan No. 1301, drawn by
SS-Unterscharfiihrer Karl Ulmer. “Foundation Plan.”

With a special headquarters order, Hoss appoints himself the operations director of
all the economic enterprises subordinate to the camp, and appoints a clerk.

Construction Office of the Waffen SS and Police Auschwitz U/S.-Oswiecim. Work
card. Order No. 1440.

“For provisional lighting connection in quarantine camp, delousing barracks B.W. 5a-
b. Pow camp, 2 prov. lightings of delousing barracks (gas chamber). Started: 15 May
42. Finished: 15 May 42.”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Arthur Liebehenschel (SS-WVHA,
Office D 1) to the Auschwitz CC:

“Camp commandant. To replace the local defective cipher machine, SS USNETSQEFK
[sic] ZEDLER arrives there on 15 or 16 May 42. He delivers a new machine. The defec-
tive machine is to be given to him.”

Administration Auschwitz CC. Order form No. 451 to the Central Construction Of-
fice:
“To repair the chimney and engine house of the crematorium. ”

Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz U/S.-Oswiecim. Work
card, order no. 436. To the carpenter’s workshop.

“For crematorium B.W. 11 the following work is to be carried out:

Manufacture of two entrance gates approx. 4.00 m wide and 3.20 m high with 3 hinges

and latches. Measurements are to be taken on site (see drawing). After completion, re-

port and material consumption room 14.

Started: 21 May 41. Finished: 25 May 42.”

Central Construction Office. “Design for Crematorium,” Plan No. 1311, drawn by
SS-Unterscharfuhrer Karl Ulmer. “Cover sheet for ground plan of basement™.

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Arthur Liebehenschel (SS-WVHA,
Office D 1) to Auschwitz CC:

“It is requested to be informed whether SS Obersturmfilhrer POHL, during his visit to
the CC there, verbally approved the purchase of EM.DQIOPILtonfilgeré&t [sic] WT (left
and right machine). ”

Radio message from SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer August Harbaum (SS-WVHA) to
Auschwitz CC:

“For SS Hauptsturmfuhrer Dr. Siegfried SCHWELA, who died on 10 May 42, the ques-
tionnaire Ds Hdqts. 143 with the medical reports on his death is to be submitted here in
triplicate as soon as possible. ”

APMO, BW 30/10,
Neg. No. 20922/3.

Frei, p. 135

RGVA, 502-1-328,
p. 118.

TNA. HW 16-18.
ZIPIGPDD
60/18.5.42, n. 13.

APMO, BW 11/5,
p.3.

RGVA, 502-2-1, p.
24,

APMO, BW30/11,
Neg. No. 20922/5.

TNA. HW 16-18.
ZIP/GPDD
63/18.5.42, n. 22.

TNA. HW 16-21.
ZIPIGPDD
72/24.5.42,n.13.

Central Construction Office, “Travelogue about the official trip to Berlin from May RGVA, 502-1-43,

11-17, 1942”.
Participants: SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Bischoff, SS-Untersturmfiihrer Ertl, SS-
Unterscharfiihrer Wilk. Topics discussed: Raw materials, construction projects as-

signed to Auschwitz, accounting, barracks (344, plus 10 for Wehoba, 10 for Schenk

u. Lttjens, and 14 for Albrecht), construction plans for Auschwitz. A detailed re-
port follows.

Letter from Central Construction Office to SS-WVHA, Office Group C I, subject

pp. 14-18.

RGVA, 502-1-272,
p. 262.
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20.

21.

26.

“As-built Plans of Old Buildings.”
“Enclosed are the requested as-built plans of Buildings Nos. 48, 52, 54, 56, 69, and
23.”

Headquarters order no. 9/42 mentions the result of a fund-raising campaign for the Frei, pp. 136-140
Red Cross; sets forth new rules for vacation food cards; explains that food-
counting cards are only due to SS members whose families are entitled to live in
Auschwitz; prescribes access routes for tower guards; deplores damage to turn-
pikes and wire fences by SS members; explains that civilian workers may bring in-
to the camp only the civilian clothes worn on the body and no packages except dai-
ly rations because of danger of escape; in summer, drill sets are to be worn to pro-
tect other sets; due to lack of shoe wax, shining of shoes is omitted; location of du-
ty room, duty hours, and rules of conduct for the NCO on duty of the staff compa-
ny are listed; the proper provision of food for SS men in custody is admonished:;
radio owners must pay a permit fee; vehicle assignments in search operations for
fugitives may be made by the officer on duty; the ban on entering the “casino” is
lifted; illegal procurement of rationed food in surrounding villages without pay-
ment with ration cards is threatened with punishment; it is reminded that workshop
orders must go through the administration; fishing and angling in the Sola, Vistula
and ponds is forbidden; NCOs are no longer given eating utensils at lunchtime; be-
cause of misconduct, SS men are forbidden to enter the stage and its adjoining
rooms in the Kameradschaftsheim; demolition of barns in the Auschwitz CC area
of interest is forbidden; a ladies’ bracelet has been lost.

Central Construction Office. “File memo”. The SS-WVHA commissions the firm  RGVA, 502-2-24,
Friedrich Petersen with the “execution of the drainage and irrigation work of Con- p. 215.
struction Section | in the PoW camp.” On the same day, Bischoff and Petersen sign 502-2-24, pp.

a “Preliminary note to the performance list in Construction Section | of the PoW 3

camp Auschwitz,” in which the Central Construction Office undertakes to contrib-

ute 100 prisoners as assistants, and the firm “at least 10 skilled workers as pipe

layers.” The company puts the cost at RM 4,235.

Central Construction Office. “Listing of Construction Work Performed.” APMO, BW 11/5,
“In the crematorium, a chimney flue was repaired. In the engine house, walls were built pp- 5-6.
up, ceiling put in, interior walls repaired and plastered up. ”

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the [Central] Construction ~ RGVA, 502-1-312,
Office with the subject “Crematorium, aeration and deaeration system”. p. 63.
“Enclosed you will find a ground-plan drawing for the aeration and deaeration system

no. D 59394, and the sectional drawing D 59395. Compared to the drawing D 59394

sent to you earlier, only the arrangement of the fresh-air supply fan for the morgue has

changed. We had planned to take the fresh air on ground level, but we consider it more

correct to take the fresh air from above the roof and feed it to the blower through a spe-

cial duct.”

Garrison Order No. 14/42 reduces sick calls and consultation hours for SS family  Frei, p. 140
members due to shortage of doctors.

Letter from SS-WVHA, Office Group D, Concentration Camps, to 16 concentra-  RGVA, 502-1-332,
tion camps with the subject “Disinfestation Plant”. p- 9.

“As the Hygiene Institute of the Waffen-SS informs under 23 May 1942, disinfestation

plants (hot-air furnaces with blowers) are available in sufficient quantity for the con-

centration camps. The equipment is available at short notice from the companies men-

tioned, and the respective construction office is responsible for its procurement. Alloca-

tions will be provided by Office C V. Insofar as the individual camps have not yet or-

dered this disinfestation equipment, the order is to be placed as follows: ”
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For Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Flossenbiirg and Ravensbriick: to engineering works
Fritz Hochheim, Mdnchengladbach.

29. Central Construction Office. “Activity Report for the Month of May 1942” by ci- RGVA, 502-1-24,
vilian employee Heinrich Teichmann (Construction Office Auschwitz CC and Ag- - 301.
riculture). Work carried out on the following structures: 1.) extension of the protec-
tive-custody camp, 2.) reception building and inmate bath, 3). Laundry, 4.) Slaugh-
terhouse, 5.) Concrete workshops, 6.) Fortification work on the horse-stable bar-
racks at D.A.W.

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Arthur Liebehenschel (SS-WVHA, TNA.HW 16-21.
Office D I): German Police
“To camp comm.[andant] Decodes Nr 3
Concerning the compilation of the list of deaths by name in the month of May 42. In ac- 11affic: 29.5.42.

cordance with the instructions issued, | would like to point out that the compilation of ZIP/GPDD
the list of deceased female prisoners in the camp is to be carried out in the same man- 25%342 n.

ner as the list of deceased male prisoners. Furthermore, on the list of male dead ... goes
off ... are not to be listed.”

30. Central Construction Office. “Activity Report for the Month of May 1942 by SS- RGVA, 502-1-24,
Sturmmann Heinz Lubitz (Construction Foreman, Above-Ground Construction pp. 298-300.
Department). Work performed on the following structures: 1-4.) New building
block 15, 18, 17, 16, 5.) construction office’s garage — construction yard, 6.) de-
lousing chamber, 7.) prov. laundry in women’s CC, 8.) greenhouse Raisko, 9.) tile
stoves, 10.) prov. nursery Raisko, 11.) duck rearing Harmense, 12.) crew barracks,

“13.) crematorium. Demolition of the old pavement. Erection of the concrete fence
in front of the entrance with pavement. Transport of materials. Soil removal”, 14.)
Commandant’s building, 15.) Work in women’s CC.

Central Construction Office. “Report of SS Oscha. Pollok in the capacity of spe-  RGVA, 502-1-312,
cialist for construction inspector’s affairs”. p. 64.
“On the chimney of the crematorium at Auschwitz CC, the chimney lining has come

loose. This is due to improper execution, as well as partial overheating of the chimney.

The bindings are not designed as frames according to their purpose and are therefore
ineffective. Since the chimney already has severe cracks, which, although repaired on

the outside, are still present in the masonry in my opinion, there is a risk that the chim-

ney may collapse in the event of stronger winds. In order to avoid unforeseeable conse-
quences, | ask the head of the Central Construction Office to arrange for immediate
measures to be taken to remedy the defects. This would include ensuring that all bind-

ings are removed and replaced with frame bindings in a proper and workmanlike man-

ner.”
June 1942
1. Central Construction Office, “Activity Report of the Motor Pool from May 1 — 31, RGVA, 502-1-24,
1942”. pp. 295-296.
“A. Vehicle deployment.
vehicle deployment daily on average 7-8 LKW
total trips in the above period 1171
kilometers driven " " " 7493
Fuel consumption " " " gasoline 1975

diesel 1799 =3774”
A detailed report follows.
Central Construction Office. “Report on work carried out at the crematorium”. APMO, BW 30/25,

“Repair of the lower channel. Bricklaying of the walls in the engine house and casting  p- 3.
the ceiling. Repair of the interior walls and plastering of the same.”
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The work was carried out by 5 prisoners on May 14 and 15, 1942.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Auschwitz CC headquarters with RGVA, 502-1-312,
the subject “Chimney at the crematorium CC Auschwitz”. p. 62
“Due to frequent overheating of the chimney of the crematorium at CC Auschwitz, the
binding of the same has become loose. The chimney also has cracks which, although on
the outside they have been partly repaired, are in my opinion still present in the mason-
ry. There is a danger that the chimney may collapse in stronger winds and incalculable
consequences may result. ”
The head of the Central Construction Office requests that all defects be corrected
and that the SS-WVHA be informed.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA with the subject RGVA, 502-1-272,
“Chimney at Crematorium CC Auschwitz”. p. 256.

“Due to the continued operation (day and night operation), the chimney has suffered

damage from overheating. ”

This date marks the beginning of the directory “Workshop Orders (Administration) RGVA, 502-1-153,
as of June 1, 1942,” which contains over 1,000 entries by February 2, 1943. The ~ p. 1-37 (sheets
orders mainly concern the locksmith’s shop, carpentry shop, printing shop, painting only partly pagi-
shop, bricklaying shop, carpentry shop, wheelwright’s shop, technical department, nated).

leather factory, glazier’s shop, administration, bookbindery, DAW and blacksmith’s

shop.

2. Telex from the SS-WVHA to the Commandant KL. Auschwitz. RGVA, 502-1-312,
“In response to the request here, the following telex is received from Brigadef. Dr. p. 61.
Kammler: ‘Construction order for the renewal of the chimney in the Auschwitz crema-
torium issued’. pp. sgd. Liebehenschel SS-Oberstubaf. ”

Central Construction Office. “Construction Report for Month of May 1942”. RGVA, 502-1-24,
“General: pp. 258-265.
There are at present deployed ca. 1006 civilian workers, ca. 4394 inmates, ca. 2465
women, ca. 40 carts, 7 motor vehicles.”

1. Above-Ground Construction Department

a) Protective-custody camp

BW 104 — inmate lodging building (new building VI — Block 18)

BW 105 — inmate lodging building (new building V11 — Block 17)

BW 106 — inmate lodging building (new building V111 — Block 16)

BW 107 — inmate lodging building (new building V — Block 15)

BW 20L — inmate lodging building (adding floor in women’s CC Block 1)

BW 20M — inmate lodging building (adding floor — Block 14)

BW 200 — inmate lodging building (adding floor — Block 12)

BW 20Q — inmate lodging building (adding floor — Block 23)

BW 3 — prov. laundry in women’s CC

existing buildings in women’s CC

b) Extension of the protective-custody camp

BW 7A — prisoner accommodation building (for now prov. troop lodgings)

BW 135, 136, 137, 138 — inmate lodging buildings

BW 160 — laundry and reception building with delousing facility and prisoner bath
c) Other buildings

BW 28 — prov. reception barracks with delousing facility

BW 17C/4 — crew barracks 4

BW 24 — commandant’s residence

BW 18 — garage extension for headquarters

BW 36B - officers’ residential houses and lodgings
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BW 172 — utility barracks

BW 40 — remodeling SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus”

“BW 11 — crematorium. In front of the entrance, an enclosed courtyard with 2 en-
trances was created, and the access roads were laid out.”

d) Agriculture

BW 65 A-B — duck & poultry breeding stables in Harmence [sic].

BW 71- Stable yard for agriculture and for the construction office,

BW 33 B - slaughterhouse extension

BW 33C — nursery with greenhouse for agriculture

BW 64 — large greenhouse facility in Raisko

e) Construction yard

BW 37 B-C — construction-office barracks & lodgings

BW 50 — construction office

BW 23A — construction office’s garage annex

f) Prisoner-of-war camp

“In the quarantine camp (Section 1), 12 brick lodging barracks have been put into use
so far, and interior work on the remaining 18 barracks is nearly completed. Further-
more, a total of 12 demountable barracks (horse-stable barracks) have been erected, of
which 6 are usable so far, one is being prepared as infirmary barracks. In the second
utility barracks, the boilers have been installed, and the remaining installation work is
still to be carried out. In the first delousing barracks, the pumping station of the water
supply has been installed. The second delousing barracks is almost finished. The 10
wash and toilet barracks’ roff trusses are finished and have been roofed, the installa-
tions etc. are currently being installed. Remaining finishing work is still to be done on
the guard and entrance building. For the I1. construction section, 54 dismountable bar-
racks (horse stables) have been erected, some of which have already been filled. The
fence construction works for this construction section are being continued. Work has
continued on the water-supply system and sewage treatment plant, as well as earthwork
for the receiving ditch. Drainage of the area in the quarantine camp was started. The
road PoW camp — Birkenau was partially excavated and the packing layer was moved,
as was the road between the quarantine camp and Camp 2, and part of the camp roads
in the quarantine camp were provided with packing layer and gravel, and rolled.
Furthermore, 2 barracks (horse-stable barracks) were erected outside the the PoW
camp.”

BW 31 (PoW camp) — Bakery for the main utility camp

g) Main economic camp

BW 7 — (main utility camp) storage barracks

I1. On- and Below-Ground Construction Department

BW 21 — road construction

BW 29 — water-supply system

BW 9 — sewerage system

BW 201 — storm-water and main-collector sewer with sewage treatment and di-
gester-gas extraction plant

Surveying

Landscaping

I11. Workshops

Joinery, lock smithy, carpentry, painting, glazing.

4. SS garrison radio station Auschwitz, message no. 14: RGVA, 502-1-312,
“W.V.H.A. to Construction Office. p. 55.
According to Chief Office Gr. D, there is danger of collapse for the chimney of the
crematorium CC Au. If true, immediately start renewal of chimney. Implementation re-
port to here, and indicate why | am not informed by the Central Construction Office.

The Chief of Office Group C Dr. Ing. Kammler, SS-Brigadef. a. Major General of thr
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Waffen-SS.”

5. Central Construction Office. “File memo on the inspection of the construction- RGVA, 502-119,
offices inmate workshops by head of Main Department SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Dr. ~ P-45.
May, DAW Berlin.”
On June 4, May visited the workshops of the Central Construction Office:
“According to SS-Hstuf. Dr. May, on the orders of SS-Gruppenfiihrer Pohl, the work-
shops are to be taken over by DAW in the foreseeable future, but according to Dr. May,
this is to take place only after completion of the workshops under construction at the
DAW Auschwitz plant.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Er- RGVA, 502-1-272,
furt, with the subject “Blower for new Auschwitz crematorium, and start of instal- P 499.

lation of the furnaces”.

“The cast- and wrought-iron parts for the 5 cremation furnaces have now arrived. The

construction work for the crematorium is in full swing, but an exact date for the instal-

lation of the furnaces cannot be announced for the time being. A blower with motor for

the Buchenwald-Weimar CC cannot be delivered, since they are intended for the local

installation of the furnaces and will be needed in a short time. ”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Arthur Liebehenschel (SS-WVHA, TNA. HW 16-19.
Office D 1) to Auschwitz CC: ZIPIGPDD
“Secret! Concerning the internment of Jews. 104/10.6.42,

As the RSHA informs us by telegram, for internal political reasons it is not possible at M 5/6.

the present time to carry out the deportation of 1,000 Jews, each capable of work, to

AU, which had been planned for 3 and 4 June 42. However, it was promised that these

two and the other 5 transports destined for the local camp camp will still be carried out

in June. In due course the new dates will be announced. ”

Letter from Robert Koehler, civil engineer, to the Central Construction Office with RGVA, 502-1-312,
the subject “Chimney construction”. Koehler agrees to build the new square chim- p-48.

ney, which has “a height of about 25-30 m and a top clear diameter of about 65-70

cm.”

“Likewise, in agreement with the head of the political department, as desired, the new

chimney to be built is to be pushed out about 8-10 m along the previous axis and con-

nected with a flue.”

6. Headquarters order no. 10/42 mentions the result of a fund-raiser for the Red RGVA, 502-1-9,
Cross; prohibits the consumption of unboiled drinking water taken from local wells Pp- 23-25. Frei, p.
because of germs; reports the establishment of a leave-of-absence book for SS of- 141
ficers; announces the completion and, from now on, the use of the laundry for SS
men; Prohibits guards and work-unit leaders from having their belongings carried
by inmates, and insists on a “strict and coldly objective relationship” between
guards and those guarded; admonishes the right-hand-driving rule for horse teams
in the camp area; and threatens those who lose camp passes with severe penalties
for effectively aiding escapes. It then states:

“8. Wire obstacle around PoW camp.

Effective immediately, the wire obstacle around the POW camp shall be electrically
charged. The Construction Office is to see that all civilian workers are notified of this
immediately. ”

There is a final mention of a Saturday shuttle service to the SS hut in Porombka, as
well as the loss of a purse and the finding of a bunch of keys.

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Of- RGVA, 502-1-312,
fice with the subject “Crematorium. Chimney”. p. 52.
“We received your wire message:
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‘Chimney old-stock crematorium must be renewed at 7 meters from present location,
request wire cross section size and chimney height,’

and replied to you today:

‘Chimney size old-stock crematorium 15 m height 80/100 cm cross section drawing fol-
lows.’

Enclosed we send you a drawing D 59463, from which the dimensions for the chimney
column and for the foundation can be seen. [...] The chimney is sufficient for the three
pieces of two-muffle cremation furnaces [...]. On this occasion, we refer to our letter of
29 May, and would like to hope that you have complied with our request and delivered
a blower with motor to the Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS, Weimar-
Buchenwald, since otherwise we will not be able to put the three-muffle furnace newly
erected there into operation.”

Decree of the Chief of Army-Armament and Commander of the Reserve Army to  RGVA, 502-1-333,
various agencies with the subject “Fire Fighting in Delousing Institutions”: pp. 119-121.

“In recent months, fires have occurred in a number of delousing establishments, some

of which have led to the destruction of the entire establishment. Since the origin of the

fires was in most cases due to overheating, and since fire-fighting was carried out in a

haphazard manner, it is necessary to supplement the operating regulations of the de-

lousing establishments with regard to the following remarks and to urge the personnel

of the establishments to follow the regulations exactly. ”

This is followed by: A. Operating regulations. B. Firefighting.

A special headquarters order deals in detail with the restructuring of the SS-T- Frei, p. 143
Sturmbann Auschwitz CC.

7. 1.G. Farbenindustrie A.G., “Weekly report no. 54. 1. Part for the period of 1-7 June NI-15256.
1942”.
“4 June. With Messrs. Baurat Mahlendorf and Amtsmann Tschechne from the Breslau
field office, discussions were held about the deployment of Jews. In the same matter, the
gentlemen negotiated with CC. It was agreed that the Jews under the direction of SS-
Oberfiihrer Schmelt (District Pres. of Oppeln) should not come into contact with the
Jews of the CC. Therefore, the Jews of the CC were to be employed inside the factory
premises, and the so-called Schmelt Jews outside the factory premises (factory train
station, etc.).”

Telegram from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the Central Construction RGVA, 502-1-312,
Office: p.51.

“Chimney size old-stock crematorium 15 m height 80/100 cm cross section drawing fol-

lows — Topf Works. ”

8. Central Construction Office. “Construction Deadline Plan for Construction Project: RGVA, 502-1-22,

CC Auschwitz U/S” for May 1942. pp. 22, 23a.
Structure Start

1. BW 24: remodeling commandant’s residence 5/1/1942  90%
2. BW 36A: officers’ mess 15/4/1941 100%
3. BW 27: residences for married NCOs 1/7/1940 75%
4. BW 36B: officers’ lodgings and residences for married of- 10/7/1941  75%

ficers

5. BW 40: SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus” 2/2/1942 95%
6. BW 11: crematorium extension 16/1/1941 100%
7. BW 23A: extension of garage near transformer 10/12/1941 100%
8. BW 44: spart field facility (existing) 29/10/1941 60%
9. BW 54: gardening facilities 1/4/1941 60%
10. BW 8: prov. watchtowers 1/6/1940 65%

11. BW 18: extension of motor-vehicle halls for headquarters 5/1/1942 100%
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12. BW 30B: fuel station 20/8/1941 100%
13. BW 28: reception barracks with delousing 15/2/1942 100%
14. BW 42: extension to inmate kitchen 6/9/1941 100%
15. BW 17C: crew barracks 1 10/11/1941 100%
16. BW 17C: crew barracks 2 10/11/1941 100%
17. BW 17C: crew barracks 3 10/11/1941 100%
18. BW 17C: crew barracks 4 10/11/1941 100%
19. BW 17D: crew barracks 1 (staff’s barracks) 5/1/1942 100%
20. BW 36D: officers’ lodging barracks 1 16/11/1941 15%
21. BW 43: inmate canteen barracks 5/1/1942 100%
22. BW 172: utility barracks for the troops 15/9/1941 100%
23. BW 3: women’s camp (prov. effects-storage barracks, 2/3/1942  90%

prov. laundry and delousing, installing sanitary facilities,
fence construction)

24. BW 20L: inmate lodgings 11 (add story) 20/5/1942 5%
25. BE 20M: inmate lodgings 12 (add story) 20/5/1942 5%
26. BW 200: inmate lodgings 13 (add story) 18/5/1942 3%
27. BW 20Q: inmate lodgings 14 (add story) 18/5/1942 10%
28. BW 100: inmate lodgings 18 1/5/1941 100%
29. BW 101: inmate lodgings 19 1/4/1941 100%
30. BW 102: inmate lodgings 20 1/4/1941 100%
31. BW 103: inmate lodgings 21 1/4/1941 100%
32. BW 104: inmate lodgings 22 15/8/1941 100%
33. BW 105: inmate lodgings 23 10/9/1941 80%
34. BW 106: inmate lodgings 24 10/10/1941 60%
35. BW 107: inmate lodgings 25 1/8/1941 100%
36. BW 134: inmate lodgings 36 7/5/1942 3%
37. BW 135: inmate lodgings 37 7/5/1942 3%
38. BW 136: inmate lodgings 38 15/4/1942 10%
39. BW 137: inmate lodgings 39 15/4/1942 10%
40. BW 138: inmate lodgings 40 15/4/1942 10%

41. BW 7A: inmate lodgings (for now prov. troop lodgings) 12/5/1942 10%

42. BW 160: laundry and reception building with delousing 12/10/1942 8%
and inmate bath

43. BW 201: main-collector ditch with sewage treatment and 5/11/1941 10%
digester-gas extraction plant

44. BW 9: sewerage 1/6/1940 55%
45. BW 21: road construction 1/6/1940 55%
46. BW 29: water-supply plant 1/6/1940 30%
47. BW 49: electr. outdoor facilities 1/6/1940 45%
48. BW 41.: fencing in protective-custody camp 1/6/1940 30%

Labor deployment: civilian workers: 494; inmates: 1,748.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Deadline Plan for Construction Project:
PoW camp of the Waffen SS at Auschwitz U.S.” for May 1942.

Structure Start

1. BW 2: drainage of the terrain 16/3/1942 15%
2. BW 3a: 9 pes. brick lodging barracks 7/10/1941 100%
3. BW 3a: 12 pcs. brick lodging barracks 24/11/1941 100%
4. BW 3a: 9 pcs. brick lodging barracks 24/11/1941 90%

5. BW 3h: 12 pcs. lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks) 12/3/1942 90%
6. BW 3c: lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks) so far 54 23/3/1942  80%
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RGVA, 502-1-22,
p. 19.
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pcs. erected

7. BW 4a: utility barracks 1 10/11/1941 100%
8. BW 4a: utility barracks 2 10/11/1941 95%
9. BW 5a: delousing barracks 1 4/12/1941 95%
10. BW 5b: delousing barracks 2 6/3/1942 70%
11. BW 6a: 5 pcs. wash barracks 4/3/1942  75%
12. BW 7a: 5 pcs. toilet barracks 4/3/1942  75%
13. BW 8a: morgue barracks 5/1/1942 100%
14. BW 9: entrance building quarantine camp 5/12/1941 90%
15. BW 13: watchtowers 10/3/1942  25%
16. BW 16: access roads 7/10/1942  65%
17. BW 17: road paving inside the camp 5/4/1942 15%
18. BW 18: sewerage and sewage treatment plant 21/10/1941 35%
19. BW 19: water-supply plant 5/1/1942  35%
20: BW 20: high-voltage plant 16/11/1941 100%
BW 21: high-voltage power line feed " "
22. BW 24: fencing (electr. wire) 8/11/1941 35%
23. BW 25: wire fence for camp subdivision 1/12/1941 20%
24. BW 26: transformer station 6/12/1941 100%
25. BW 31: bakery 21/11/1941  40%

Labor deployment: civilian workers: 312; inmates: 2,888.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Deadline Plan for Construction Project: RGVA, 502-1-22,

Construction Yard Auschwitz U.S.” for May 1942. p. 20
Structure Start

1. BW 19: inmate workshop barracks 1/7/1940 90%

2. BW 50: construction-yard sheds 1/7/1940 90%

3. BW 32B: civilian worker’s lodgings in existing building 26/10/1941 100%

4. BW 37A: construction-office barracks 1 10/7/1941 100%

5. BW 37B: construction-office barracks 2 and lodgings 1/4/1942 60%

6. BW 32D: canteen barracks for civilian workers 26/10/1941 100%

7. BW 71: horse-stable barracks for storing construction mate-  4/5/1942  60%

rial
Labor deployment: civilian workers: 98; inmates: 1,591.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Deadline Plan for Construction Project: RGVA, 502-1-22,

Agriculture Auschwitz” for May 1942. p. 21.
Structure Start

1. BW 33A: stable and ancillary facilities 1/6/1940 45%

2. BW 33B: slaughterhouse extension 1/4/1942 25%

3. BW 33C: nursery Raisko 23/2/1942 95%

4. BW 64: large greenhouse facility Raisko 23/2/1942 20%

5. BW 71: horse-stable barracks for agriculture 20/3/1942 65%

6. BW 65A: duck-breeding barn in Harmense 16/2/1942 90%

7. BW 65D: chicken-breeding sheds in Harmense 4/5/1942 40%

Labor deployment: civilian workers: 63; inmates: 575.

9. Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz U/S.-Oswiecim. Work RGVA, 502-1-328,
card, order no. 577. p. 173.
“For PoW camp, BW 5a, b, delousing barracks. BW 9, quarantine entrance buildung.
4 pieces gas-tight double doors 160/200 mm as discussed. 4 pieces wooden gas-tight
vent flaps with cable, lockable according to specification. Started: 15 June 42. Fin-
ished: 28 June 42.”
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10.

1.

12.

Central Construction Office. Listing of Auschwitz and Birkenau buildings with re- RGVA, 502-1-19,
spective costs. p.47.

“In the prisoner-of-war camp

barracks camp for the guard unit RM 141,700

264 lodging barracks " 918,000
water-supply plant " 264,200
sewerage and sewage treatment " 206,000
plant

access road incl. parking lot " 101,500 “

Radio message from SS garrison physician, SS-Obersturmfiihrer Franz Freiherr TNA. HW 16-19.
von Bodmann, to SS head physician: ZIP/GPDD

“We report that there is typhus in the camp here and ... groups missed ... quarantine ~ 113/13.6.42,n.5.
from here ... goes off....”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, the Chief of Office RGVA, 502-1-275,
C V, with the subject “Erection of 4 horse-stable barracks”. p. 56.

“For the special treatment of the Jews, the camp commandant of Auschwitz CC, SS-

Stubaf. Hoss, has verbally requested the erection of 4 horse-stable barracks to store the

effects.

It is requested that the request be granted, since the matter is extremely urgent, and it is

imperative that the effects be brought under roof.”

Central Construction Office. House Bill No. 33, Item 8: RGVA, 502-1-9, p.
“Wire obstacle around PoW camp. 81.

Effective immediately, the wire obstacle around the POW camp is to be electrically

charged. The Construction Office is to see that all civilian workers are notified of this

immediately. ”

Letter from Central Construction Office to the companies Anhalt, Boos, Falk, RGVA, 502-1-332,
Grabarz, Hirt, Huta, Industrie-Bau, Keil, Kluge, Lenz & Co, Meyer, Niegel, Pe- . 155; ibid., p.
tersen, Riedel & Sohn, Spirra, Wagner, Wodak, with subject “Headquarters Order 156a.

No. 18/42 of 6 June 42.”

“Item 2) Drinking water within the camp area.

All SS members are to be instructed in detail by their unit leaders, the civilian workers

by their construction companies, that the water in the wells as well as in the water pipes

in the Auschwitz CC area of interest is not faultless, but carries germs of disease. Each

individual is responsible not only to himself but also to the nation for keeping his body

healthy. It is strictly forbidden to take water from the water pipes and wells to drink it

uncooked. ”

On June 12, the representatives of the above companies counter-signed the head-

quarters order.

“Report on the official trip from 1 — 8 June 42 to Butschowitz, Auschwitz, Lem- NO-1216.
berg, Lublin and Posen” by SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer May. The visit to Auschwitz took

place on June 4, and concerned the Central Construction Office workshops and the

DAW. See entry of June 5, 1942.

Letter from the SS-WVHA, Office C V/1, to the Central Construction Office with RGVA, 502-1-6,
the subject “Auschwitz CC, construction of a women’s branch camp.” pp. 5-6.

“On the basis of the construction documents submitted, | hereby issue the order for the

construction of a women’s branch camp at Auschwitz CC.”

The cost is RM 58,000.

“The construction work has been completed. The handover is to be reported to me

through the monthly construction report.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Er- RGVA, 502-1-312,
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furt, with the subject “Chimney old-stock crematorium”.

“Receipt of your letter with drawing D 59463 is acknowledged. Request in addition no-
tification of the cross-section and shape of the smoke duct necessitated by the displace-
ment of 10 m, its connections to the three pieces of two-muffle cremation furnaces and
to the chimney, taking into account the shortest out-of-service time of the entire plant.”

Central Construction Office. “Material requirements chimney (crematorium old-
stock)”.

Materials required: cement: 100 bags; hard firebricks: 25,000 pcs; fireclay brick:
27,000 kg “Normal-format Seger cone approx. 36/28 = approx.

1200-1300°.”; fireclay powder: 2,700 kg.

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Gerhard Maurer (SS-WVHA, Of-
fice Group D) to SS-Sturmbannfihrer Hoss.

“Following my telex of 13 June 43 No. 2161, | inform you that in addition Herr Major
CRONE of the Army Weapons Office is coming along. | ask you to try to get a sleeping-
car ticket for Herr Major CRONE for Tuesday the 16th evening for the return trip to
Berlin, and to pick us up tomorrow morning 0638 hours in PRESLOWITZ.”

p. 50.

RGVA, 502-1-318,
p.3.

TNA. HW-16-19.
ZIPP/GPDD
135/27.6.42.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Auschwitz CC headquarters with Bartosik, Doc. 23,

the subject “Erection of a barrack in Bor”.
“On the basis of a verbal request by the camp commandant SS-Stubaf. Hoss, a horse-
stable barracks was erected in Bor for the accommodation of female prisoners. ”

Letter from Robert Koehler, Civil Engineer, to the Central Construction Office
with the subject “Chimney (Old Crematorium)”.

“As requested, | offer to manufacture the new chimney of 15 m height and 80 x 10 cm
upper clear width as follows:.”

The estimate is RM 5,560, including:

“Demolition of the old existing chimney by my specialists, but without loading and re-
moval of the obtained demolition or debris material. ”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmfihrer Franz Freiherr von Bodmann, SS garri-
son physician, to the SS-WVHA:

“Status of typhus illnesses on 15 June 42: zero sick positive and 150 suspected cases
(since 8 June 42: 106 admissions, 96 cured discharged, and 18 departures by death).”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Arthur Liebehenschel (SS-WVHA,
Office D 1) to Auschwitz CC:

“Concerning escape of 3 prisoners. Reference there. Telex no. 191.3 of 17 June 42. ...
goes off ... stating the exact personal data of SS Sturmmann Hans BLAHBERGER with
enclosure of a report on the ... goes off ... to be submitted. If possible, report interroga-
tions [sic] are to be attached to it.”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Arthur Liebehenschel (SS-WVHA,
Office D 1) to the Auschwitz CC:

“Concerning the employment of Jews from Slovakia. Reference. Our telex of 16 Kune
42 1341 hrs.

As a follow-up to the above radio message, | inform you that the processing of one
transport of Jews per week from Slovakia to Auschwitz will begin on 16 June 42 instead
of on 17 June 42 as planned. Until further notice, the transports will arrive at the bor-
der station ZWARDON on Friday ... of each week, where they will be taken over and
forwarded to AUSCHWITZ.

J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt. “Dispatch Notice. To the Central Construction Office of
the Waffen-SS and Police Concentration Camp Auschwitz”.
With “rail car no. 93413 Erfurt X,” the Topf company ships “parts to the 5 Topf

p. 1.

RGVA, 502-2-23,
pp. 15-16.

TNA. HW 16-19.
ZIP/GPDD
126/19.6.42, n. 5.

TNA. HW 16-19.
ZIP/GPDD
127/20.6.42, n.
12113.

TNA. HW 16-19.
ZIP/GPDD
127/20.6.42, n.
15/16.

RGVA, 502- 1-
313, pp. 165-166.
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19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

three-muffle furnaces,” and parts to the waste incinerator. Total weight 4,948 kg.

Radio message from SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Rudolf Héss to the SS-WVHA: TNA. HW 16-19.
“Concerning meeting ... groups missed ... the headquarters Auschwitz CC requests ZIP/GPDD
message by radio whether the meeting of the camp comm. On 25 June 42 will be fin- ~ 131/24.6.42,n.
ished by evening, because in this case SS Sturmbannfiihrer HOESS ... groups missed ... 3/4.

to start return journey already on the night train on 25 June 42. Only if continuation of

meeting on 26 June 42, accommodation for SS Sturmbannfiihrer HOESS and SS

Hauptsturmfuhrer WAGNER is requested. ”

Robert Koehler, civil engineer. “Chimney of 15m height for the Central Construc- RGVA, 502-2.23,
tion Office of the Waffen-SS a. Police Auschwitz U/S”. Construction drawing of ~ p. 17.
the new chimney for the crematorium in the Main Camp.

Robert Koehler, civil engineer. “Stability calculation of a masonry chimney”. The RGVA, 502-1-316,
total chimney weight is 111,647 kg. pp. 44-49.

This date marks the beginning of the infirmary directory of Infirmary Block No. 20 ISD, folder 60.
of the prisoner infirmary at Auschwitz CC. The directory consists of 320 pages and 60a, 61.
contains entries for 5,470 prisoners up to March 19, 1943.

Letter from Central Construction Office to Robert Koehler, Chimney Construction, RGVA, 502-2-23,
with subject “Chimney construction at crematorium, BW 11 (KL)”: p. 10.
“Contract award No. 27 according to quotation of June 16, 1942.

The construction of the new chimney and the demolition of the old one at the crematori-

um in CC Auschwitz are herewith assigned to you at the prices and conditions of your

offer of 16 June 42 for the total amount of RM 5,560.00 (five thousand five hundred and

sixty RM). [...]

The chimney will have an upper clear width of 0.80/1.00 m and a height from the top

edge of the foundation of 15.00 m.”

Letter from the SS-WVHA, the Chief of Office CVI, to the Auschwitz CC Head- RGVA, 502-1-312,
quarters with the subject “Renovation of the Crematorium Chimney”. p.49.

“The file for repair of the crematorium chimney was handed over to Office C VI by the

Central Construction Inspectorate by letter dated 16 June 42. The cost of this repair,

ordered by telex of 2 June 42, is to be met from Construction Costs Appropriation 42.”

“Message no. 90 SS garrison radio station Auschwitz. 22 June 42 1505. Sending office  GARF, 7021-108-
W.V.H.A. 32,p. 32.

To: Auschwitz CC. To SS-Hauptstuf. Bischoff.

Request immediate notification of how many barracks you require to complete the POW

camp to house 150000 POWs. Information on types, barracks for lodging, latrines,

laundry, and kitchens required.”

“Headquarters Concentration Camp Auschwitz. Ref.: KL 14 f 3/6./42. /Ka.”. APMO, D-Aul-1/3,
“Betr.: Shootings of fleeing inmates ": Inv. No. 107289,
Hirsch, Jakub, 30760; Goldstein, Nikolaus, 33563; Kelnar, Franz, 33806; Geminer, P- 1.

Chaim, 34713; John, Josef, 35790; Boula, Josef, 35921; Ruizl, Johann, 35991;

Fischer, Jsidor, 36365; Trauer, Julius, 36854; Deutsch, Jakob, 38360.

“To the SS and Police Court XV. Breslau

Attached the Auschwitz CC headquarters submits 10 reports vs.

SS-Schiitze Johann Beyer, 9./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Rttf. Josef Richter, 2./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Schiitze Adolf Jeske, 9./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Schiitze Josef Baumstark, 9./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Schiitze Josef Josun, 9./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Schiitze Wladislaus Dargis, 5./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Schiitze Josef Mohr, 2./SS-T-Stuba.
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SS-Strm. Willi Sitza, 5./SS-T-Stuba.

for shooting the above-mentioned prisoners while they were escaping.

It is requested that the investigation be closed and that the bodies be released for cre-
mation, since the guards acted in accordance with their service instructions and not un-

lawfully.

Hoss, SS-Sturmbannfithrer and commandant.

Radio message from SS camp physician Friedrich Entress to the SS-WVHA: TNA. HW 16-19.
“Status of typhus illnesses on 22 June 42. ZIP/GPDD

0 sick positive and 152 suspected cases (since 14 June 42 79 exceptions, 55 cured dis-  140/28.6.42, n. 1.
charged, and 22 departures by death. ”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Gerhard Maurer (SS-WVHA, Of-  TNA. HW 16-20.
fice Group D) to Auschwitz CC: ZIP/GPDD
“For the concentration camp AUSCHWITZ 80 English prisoners are needed who are ~ 161/13.7.42.
suitable as kapos [foremen]. I ask to be informed by telex whether secondment can be ~ ADDENDA.
made from there.”

The accounting books of Tesch & Stabenow in Hamburg show a delivery of 50 kg TNA, WO 309-

of Zyklon B to Auschwitz CC in the amount of RM 317. 1603.

Radio message from SS-Obersturmfiihrer Pastowski (SS-WVHA, Office Cl)to  TNA, HW 16-19.
SS-Sturmbannfuhrer Hoss: ZIP/GPDD
“Meeting 25 June 42 1100 hours at SS Brigadefiihrer DR. KAMMLER requested. ” 146/1.7.42, n. 32.
Radio message from Rudolf Hoss [written Hoesz] to the SS-WVHA: TNA. HW 16-21.

“Reference: your radio of 12 Nov. 42. The headquarters report on the above reference  ZIP/GPDD
that on 21-22 Nov. 42 in Oranienburg accommodation is desired for SS Obersturm- 295b/12.2.43, n.
bannfiihrer Hoesz. Gez. Hoesz. ” 33

SS Economic and Administrative Main Office, Office Group D — Concentration PS-3677.
Camps. Letter to the commandants of all CCs with the subject “Meeting of heads
of inmate labor deployment on 1 June 1942”.

“Prisoners not fit for work or deployment.

These are to be listed on the daily report to be prepared under ‘Remarks’ in the follow-
ing order:

1. sick

a) outpatients

b) inpatient

. invalids

. doctor’s reports

. interrogations

releases

. conditionally fit

. arrest

. quarantine

. admissions. [...]

(2) Deployment reports shall be sent daily in a clean condition. The deployment leader,
as clerk, shall be held fully responsible for the correctness of the reports. Correct pris-
oner files are the prerequisite for the submission of reliable reports.

3) Monthly compilations:

The daily reports shall be recorded in monthly compilations [...].”

Letter from the company M. Triistedt KG, Berlin-Hanover, to the administration of GARF, 7021-108-
the Auschwitz CC with the subject “Bone-degreasing device”. The company en-  44,p. 7; ibid., p.
closes: “Instructions for the commissioning of a bone-degreasing device”, “Sup- ~ 16; ibid., p. 9;
plement to the operating instructions for bone-degreasing treatment and cleaning,” ibid., p. 8.

and a construction drawing of this device.
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27.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the inmate-records department, SS-
Hauptscharfiihrer Walter, with the subject “Photographic images from the camp”:
“The Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police requests the
production of 3 enlargements [of the photographs] as submitted in the enclosure to the
local office by SS-H scharf. Walter, format 9 x 12 cm, glossy, black and white. ”

The photos are numbered from 1 to 276 and concern: Birkenau POW camp, agri-

culture, camp construction, DAW, workshops.

Workshop order, Document No. 109, BW 11. For Political Department (crematori-

um): “100 pieces of urn boxes.”

Central Construction Office. File note on constructions approved by SS-WVHA

with respective costs:

“For the 3rd year of war economy 1942, according to the list attached, construction

sum of RM 1,275,000.00 is approved. ”

The list contains the entries: BW, total construction sum, already built up to 31
March 42, approved sum 1 April — 31 Dec. 42 and surplus into the 4th year of war

economy. Here now is the list of structures:
1) Makeshift sola bridge

2) Irrigation and drainage

3) Pump house, elevated tank, water treatment plant

4) Fuse systems (addition)

5) Transfer station

6) Road construction (makeshift)

7) Prov. district heating plant

8) Temporary construction for diesel backup power genera-
tor

9) Construction of 10 inmate lodgings (makeshift)

10) Slaughterhouse (makeshift)

11) 3 field barns & 4 makeshift farm barns

12) makeshift greenhouse for 3000 m2 area

13) 4 makeshift potato warehouses

14) Completion of building shell in Raisko as a laboratory
15) Makeshift pigsties and sheepsties of primitive construc-
tion

16) Extension of an existing shell BW 36C makeshift.

17) Potato bunker for main utility camp, makeshift

18) Storage cellar extension for main utility camp Oderberg

Letter from Friedrich Boos to the Central Construction Office with the subject

“Auschwitz CC heating plant™.

For the purpose of designing the boiler plant for the district heating plant, the fol-

lowing information is required:

“1) Type of fuel,

2) Water content of the fuel

3) ash content of the fuel

4) volatile components of the fuel,

5) the grain size of the fuel,

6) the slag melting point,

7) the slag softening point,

8) the analysis of the feed water [...].

If the preliminary final heating plant is expanded, the hourly heat demand is expected to
be 18 million kcal/h. The daily coal demand will amount to ~ 45-50 tons of coal.”

RM

350,000

" 158,000
" 372,000
” 112,000

"

60,000

" 277,600
" 160,000

"

10,000

" 945,000

"

70,000

" 182,000
" 200,000

"

86,000
25,000
50,000

20,000
20,000
5,000
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RGVA, 502-1-35,

RGVA, 502-2-1, p.

RGVA, 502-1-19,

RGVA, 502-1-138,
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29. Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Office C V, with the GARF, 7021-108-
subject “Barracks and Follow-on Facilities for Auschwitz POW Camp”: 32, pp. 34f.
“Since, according to the order of the Reichsfiihrer SS and Chief of the German Police, RGVA, 502-1-275,
the camp is to be expanded from 125000 prisoners of war to 150000 prisoners of war, ~ PP- 293-293a.
the following structures are, however, still absolutely necessary for the completion of
the camp for the time being, some of which were already indicated when the plenipoten-
tiary for H. [?] volume for the prisoner-of-war camp was drawn up on 22 May 1942.”

Then follows the specification of the exact number:

1.) 63 lodging barracks Type 260/9
2.) 36 wash- und toilet barracks " 260/9
3.) 18 laundry barracks " 260/9
4.) 36 storage barracks " IVI3
5.) 40 utility barracks "VII/5
6.) 15 infirmary barracks " IVI3
7.) 36 lodging barracks " IVI3
8.) 7 wash barracks "1V/3

9.) 27 watchtowers, wood

10.) 4 morgue barracks

11.) crematorium

12.) fencing (electrically charged wire fence)

13.) electrical system for security lighting

14.) alarm and telephone system

15.) 2000 pieces of stoves including flue

16.) 400 " boiling kettles with a capacity of 300 liters each
17.) temporary bakery for main utility camp (very important!)
18.) installation of cots in 264 lodging barracks

19.) preparation for construction and drainage of the land

Central Construction Office. “Activity Report of SS-Uscha. Kirschnek, Construc-  RGVA, 502-1-27,
tion head of construction dept. above-ground construction. Month of June 1942.>  pp. 9-11.

Work carried out in the construction works:

BW 7a (prov. headquarters), BW 20 Q, M, O (adding floor in men’s CC), BW 20

C, L, K (adding floor in women’s CC), Raisko greenhouse, Harmense duck-rearing

and herd-book barns, new construction of Block 16 and 17, pump house, “Chim-

ney (old-stock crematorium). Foundation excavated and concreted by inmates,

base and fireclay masonry started,” Block 27.

30. Radio message from CC Mauthausen to Auschwitz CC: TNA. HW 16-20.
“To Camp Comm. ZIP/GPDD
Regarding the transfer of prisoners, | request that you provide freight cars with brake ~ 179/28.7.42,n. 1.
house for the transport of 710 prisoners. Reply requested. Yours sincerely. ZIEREIS. ”

Central Construction Office, “Barracks distribution”. RGVA, 502-1-275,
1.) POW camp: 516 barracks pp. 270-273.

11.) Agriculture Auschwitz: 55 "

111.) SS lodgings a. Auschwitz CC: 54 "

“Type 260/9

1.) effect storage barracks near prov. delousing ain CC erected 4 pieces
2.) effect storage barracks for special treatment 3 pieces

3.) effect storage barracks in women’s CC 1 pieces

4.) lodging barracks Bor 1 piece 9 pieces.”

IV.) Construction Yard: 24 barracks

V.) Main utility camp: 2 barracks.

Total: 651 barracks.
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Headquarters Order No. 11/42: Frei, pp. 144-147
“1. Commendation

Due to the prudent behavior of SS-Uscha. Carstens, 3rd /SS-T-Sturmbann, it was possi-
ble to recapture an escaped prisoner. | express my appreciation to SS-Uscha. Carstens
for this.”

Due to a shortage of raw materials, collar patches are no longer worn on uniform
coats; the greeting relationship between the Hitler Youth and the Waffen-SS is ex-
plained; instructions are given on outdoor bathing; fish distribution is timed; tres-
passing on farmland by unauthorized persons is prohibited; no speeding over 30
km/h is allowed in the camp area; Shooting orders are issued for vehicles that fail
to stop at the camp guardhouse; improperly parked bicycles are confiscated with-
out replacement; a deadline is given for promotion and appointment proposals; no
more applications for settlements in the East are accepted during the war; all mess
halls close regularly at 22:00; a long list of lost and found items is given.

Central Construction Office. “Overview of all constructions to be built by order of RGVA, 502-1-275,
the SS Economic and Administrative Main Office Berlin, in the area of CC pp. 33-36.
Auschwitz, respectively in the service area of the Central Construction Office of
the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz in the third year of war economy”.

“I.) Auschwitz CC

a.) Construction projects classified under GB.-No. VIl Upa 1

1.) makeshift Sola bridge

2) irrigation and drainage

3) pump house incl. treatment and elevated tank

4) safety installations

5.) transfer station

6.) road construction, (makeshift)

7.) prov. district heating plant

8.) makeshift construction for diesel backup power unit

9.) slaughterhouse (makeshift)

10.) extension of an existing building shell no. 36 C

11.) construction of 10 inmate lodgings (solid construction, makeshift)

b.) Construction project classified under GB.-No. VIII E wo 19

1.) adding of 6 old inmate lodgings

2.) 5 new inmate lodgings

3) laundry and reception building (access building) with delousing facility and inmate
bath

4) headquarters and headquarters lodgings building

5.) water supply

6.) electrical outdoor facilities

7.) utility building

8.) drainage (main collector, rainwater sewer and sewage treatment plant with digester
gas extraction)

9.) Building projects approved by plenipotentiary for H.

1.) 3 officers’ lodging barracks

2) 12 crew lodging barracks

3.) 4 clothing barracks

4.) 7 workshop barracks

5.) 2 living and working barracks

Il. Agricultural enterprise Auschwitz

a.) Construction project classified under GB.-Number VIIl Up a 1

1) 3 field barns and 4 farm barns (makeshift)

2.) makeshift greenhouses for 3,000 sqm area and drying plant

3) 4 makeshift potato warehouses

4) extension of the building shell in Raisko as a laboratory

5.) makeshift pigsties and sheepsties of primitive construction
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b.) Construction project approved by plenipotentiary for H.

50 horse-stable barracks incl. subsequent facilities for housing livestock,
agricultural products and equipment

111. Prisoner-of-war camp of the Waffen-SS

a.) Construction project submitted to plenipotentiary general for construction
1) 30 prisoner lodging barracks (masonry)

2.) 2 utility barracks

3.) 2 delousing barracks

3.) 10 wash- and toilet barracks

4.) 2 delousing barracks

5.) 1 morgue barracks

6.) entrance building

7) warehouse

8.) 11 watchtowers, wood

b.) Construction project approved by plenipotentiary for H.

1.) 312 lodging barracks

2.) 18 utility barracks

3.) 36 wash- and toilet barracks

4.) 19 laundry and storage barracks

5.) 14 infirmary barracks

6.) 4 morgue barracks

7.) headquarters barracks

8.) wash barracks with toilet barracks

9) barracks for guard troops consisting of

16 lodging barracks

2 utility barracks

6 toilet barracks

2 wash barracks

10.) crematorium

11.) bakery (temporary)

12.) 27 watchtowers, wood

13.) 1 overview tower

14.) water-supply plant

15.) sewerage and sewage treatment plant

16.) access road incl. parking lot

17.) road paving within PoW camp. incl. roll call areas

18.) railroad siding from Auschwitz station

19.) fencing (electr. charged wire fence)

20.) light and high-voltage plant

21.) electr. overhead line from Birkenau incl. transformer building
22.) alarm and telephone system

1V.) Deutsche Ausristungswerke G.m.b.H. Auschwitz

Construction project submitted to plenipotentiary general for construction
1) 7 factory halls for finishing shop

2) 1 workshop for carpentry

3.) 1 workshop for sawmill

V.) Deutsche Erd- und Steinwerke G.m.b.H. Auschwitz

1) office barracks southeast of the administration building at Auschwitz railroad station
2) workshop barracks in Raisko

3.) Workshop barracks in Babitz

V1.) Main economic camp of the Waffen-SS. Auschwitz and Oderberg Branch
a.) Construction projects classified under GB.-Number VIl Upa 1
1) Potato bunker (makeshift)

2.) Storage cellar for troop utility camp. Oderberg

b.) Construction project approved by plenipotentiary for H.

2 storage and office barracks
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VII.) Agriculture Partschendorf

Construction project classified under GB.-No. Up a 1

Extension and expansion of an existing stable building for accommodation of hors-
es for agriculture.”

July 1942

1.

Central Construction Office. “Work Performance of Carpenters June 1942.” RGVA, 502-1-24,
Work on structures BW 3C (“32 Russian barracks erected.”), 31, 33B, 36B/28 p. 277.
(House 28), 50, 65D, 37B, 37C.

Letter from the SS-WVHA, head of Office Group C, to the Central Construction =~ RGVA, 502-1-273,
Office with the subject “Barracks to house 125000 prisoners of war”. p.27.

“For the accommodation of 125000 prisoners of war, of the barracks stored at Breslau-

Lissa will be made available initially:

1.) 75 pieces of horse-stable barracks type 260/9.

2)10 " RAD - barracks type IV/3

3)4 " RAD - utility barracks type VII/5

The other barracks still missing will be ordered immediately from the authorized repre-

sentative for timber construction.”

Central Construction Office, “Activity Report of the Motor Pool of the Central RGVA, 502-1-181,
Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police for the Month of June Pp. 182-287.
1942

“Vehicle deployment (summary).

vehicle deployment daily on average 9-10 trucks
total trips in the above period 1532
kilometers driven " " " 8548

Fuel consumed " " " gasoline 1725

diesel 2039 = 3764 ”
A detailed report follows.

Letter from the Auschwitz district commissar “to the Hutta [Huta]-Lenz company  RGVA, 502-1-332,
in Birkenau”. p. 151.
“According to information from the State Health Office in Bielitz, typhus has broken out

in your communal camp in Birkenau. To prevent the spread of the disease, the immedi-

ate closure of the communal camp is hereby ordered. Those sick or suspected to be sick

with the disease are to be segregated in a separate room.”

Heerdt-Lingler GmbH sends the SS Construction Office Auschwitz CC, “at the ini- RGVA, 502-1-332,
tiavive of Boos, Cologne-Rhine-Bickendorf,” a copy of the article by Gerhard Pe- p. 86.

ters and Emil Wstinger, “Delousing with Zyklon hydrogen cyanide in circulation RGVA, 502-1-332,
fumigation chambers”. Special reprint from: Zeitschrift fir hygienische Zoologie ~ PP-87-90.

und Schadlingsbekémpfung, issue 10/11, 1940, and another article by M. Kaiser on

“Prevention of typhus by the Zyklon method.”

“Schedule of responsibilities of Office Group C of the SS Economic and Adminis- RGVA, 502-1-7,
trative Main Office.” pp. 1-10.
Office Group C — Construction; Chief: SS-Brigadefiihrer and Major General of
the Waffen-SS Dr. Ing. Kammler
Office C 1: Adjutant: SS-Obersturmfiihrer Pastowski
Office C 2: Personal Assistant: SS-Obersturmfiihrer Bartelt
Office C 3: Chief: SS-Obersturmfiihrer Pastowski
Office C/I — General construction tasks; Chief: SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Seseman
Main Department C/I/1 — Buildings of the Waffen SS; Chief: SS-
Obersturmfihrer Pfeil
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Main Department C/I/2 — CC and PoW camp buildings; Chief: SS-
Untersturmfiithrer Heinzelmann

Main Department C/I/3 — German Police Buildings; Head: SS-Obersturmfiihrer
Pfeil.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Report for Month of June 1942.” RGVA, 502-1-24,
“General: There are at present about 894 civilian workers, 4351 prisoners, 1980 wom- pp. 219-225.
en, 45 carts, 11 motor vehicles in use.”

I. Construction project SS lodgings and Auschwitz Concentration Camp:

(a) Protective-custody camp

BW 105: inmate lodging building (Block 17).

BW 106: inmate lodging building (Block 16)

BW 20L, K: add floor to inmate lodgings in women’s CC

BW 20G, H, Q: add floor to inmate lodgings at men’s CC

BW 7A: inmate lodging building (prov. troop housing for now).

existing building in women’s CC

b) Protective-custody camp expansion

BW 134-138: inmate lodging building

BW 160: laundry and reception building with delousing facility and prisoner bath
“BW 11 — Crematorium (existing). The foundation for the new chimney to be built has
been laid, and bricklaying has begun.”

BW 28: prov. reception barracks with delousing

c) Other buildings

BW 24: commandant’s residence

BW 36B: officers’ residences and lodgings

BW 40: SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus”

BW 21: road construction

BW 29: water-supply plant

BW 9: sewerage

BW 201: rainwater and main-collector sewer with sewage treatment plant and di-
gester-gas production

I1. construction project agriculture Auschwitz,

BW 36C: residential building for the director of agricultural operations

BW 33B: slaughterhouse extension

BW 33C: nursery with greenhouse in Raisko

BW 64: large greenhouse facility in Raisko

BW 65A-E: duck breeding and poultry breeding stables in Harmense

BW 71: stable yard

I11. construction project prisoner of war camp

“In the quarantine camp (l. construction section), 15 of the 30 brick lodging barracks
have been occupied so far, the remaining 15 are ready to be occupied, likewise a part of
the erected barracks (horse-stable barracks) including the infirmary barracks have
been put into use. Furthermore, 2 utility barracks, 2 delousing barracks, 1 morgue bar-
racks, 10 wash- and toilet barracks and the wash- and entrance building are ready for
use. For the quarantine camp, the irrigation and drainage system including the sewage
treatment plant with receiving water has been completed. The drainage of this section is
about half completed. A total of 99 horse-stable barracks have been erected in Section
11. Another 18 barracks of the same type, which will serve as wash- and toilet barracks,
are currently being erected. Work on the fencing and roads continues. The construction
of the foundations for the barracks of the guard troops has begun. Likewise, the excava-
tion of the building pit for the crematorium has begun.”

BW 31: PoW camp bakery

IV. Construction project Auschwitz construction yard
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BW 37B/C: construction-office barracks and accommodation
BW 50: construction office

BW 23A: construction office’s garage extension

V. Construction project main economic camp of the Waffen-SS
BW 7: (HWL) warehouse barracks,

VI. other

Landscaping

Workshops (joinery, locksmith, carpentry, painting and glazing),
Surveying.

Central Construction Office. “Report.” RGVA, 502-1-332,
“On 1 July 1942 in the morning at 10.30 a.m., a head constable of the Birkenau gen-  p. 153.
darmerie post appeared at the labor deployment office (communal camp) and informed

me that typhus had broken out in the communal camp. The head constable was instruct-

ed to make the necessary determinations and to take any precautionary measures (with

regard to closing the camp, etc.). Since | was not aware of typhus in the communal

camp until then, | could not give any information and assured him that after the visit of

the SS garrison physician and gentlemen from the Bielitz Health Office to the communal

camp, he would receive more detailed information. ”

3. Letter from the State Health Office for the Bielitz District to the Commandant of =~ RGVA, 502-1-332,
the Auschwitz CC with the subject “Typhus”. pp. 148-148a.
“In the last few days, 3 certain cases of typhus, as well as a suspected case in this re-
spect among workers of the Huta & Lenz communal camp, located on the grounds of
the SS camp area, came under observation. ”
Instructions for preventing the spread of infection follow.

Letter from the Auschwitz CC headquarters to the Central Construction Office. RGVA. 502-1-332,
“By order of the garrison physician and the Bielitz Health Office, as a result of cases of p. 146.

typhus that have occurred, as of Saturday, July 4, 1942, that is, with immediate effect

until further notice, all civilian workers of the Construction Office may no longer leave

the Auschwitz Camp.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, the Chief of Office RGVA, 502-1-332,
C V, with the subject “Camp Closure for Civilian Workers”. p. 144.

“The Central Construction Office here informs that, by order of the garrison physician

of the Auschwitz CC and the Bielitz Health Office, as a result of cases of typhus which

have occurred, a camp closure has come into effect as of 4 July 1942 for all civilian

workers employed on construction projects of the Central Construction Office. The

camp closure is expected to last 6 to 8 weeks. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Auschwitz CC administration =~ RGVA, 502-1-312,
with the subject “Construction application for the erection of a chimney at the p.32.
crematorium”.

“The Central Construction Office encloses the construction application for the erection

of a chimney at the crematorium of the CC with the request to forward the same to the

responsible Office Group of the SS Economic and Administrative Main Office. ”

Central Construction Office. “Explanatory report for the construction of a new RGVA, 502-1-312,
chimney at the crematorium of the Concentration Camp Auschwitz U/S.” p-34.

“The chimney is square and has a clear cross-section of 90 x 90 cm. The chimney foun-

dation, the base as well as the chimney shaft will be made of well-fired bricks and will

be erected on a 3.60 x 3.60 m 1.00 m thick concrete slab. The inner protective lining is

made of firebricks up to the height of the base, otherwise it is made of selected hard-

fired bricks. The outer elevation surfaces of the chimney will be grouted. Furthermore,

risers, resting irons and a lightning conductor are installed on one outer side. From the

furnaces to the chimney, a flue with a clear width of 70 x 70 cm will be made and will
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receive a 12 cm thick firebrick protective lining on the inside. ”

Central Construction Office. “Cost Estimate. For the construction of a new chim-  RGVA, 502-1-312,
ney at the crematorium of the Auschwitz U.S. Concentration Camp.” p. 35-36.
Total sum: RM 11,500.

Central Construction Office. “Construction material extract for the erectionofa  RGVA, 502-1-312,
new chimney at the crematorium of the Concentration Camp Auschwitz U/S.”. p.37.

“1.) 24200 pieces of hard-fire bricks.

2). 4500 kg of cement

3) 6 m3 slaked lime

4) 7200 pieces of fireclay bricks

5.) 2700 kg fireclay powder

6.) 600 kg of construction iron.”

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. Work card. Order No. 1702. BW 11.  RGVA, 502-2-1, p.
“Subject: Production of 37 pieces of crampons & 25 mm 67.

6 pieces frames

1 piece double end flap.

Applicant: chimney crematorium, Koehler Comp.

Started: 2 July 1942. Finished: 6 July 1942.”

A circular is issued ordering all SS guards to be vaccinated against typhus and par- Frei, p. 147
atyphoid fever on given dates.

4, Central Construction Office. “Material requirements for chimney construction (old RGVA, 502-1-318,
crematorium stock)”. p. 71.
“24210 pieces of bricks (red hot-fired).

6 m3 lime (slaked)

4400 kg cement

20 m3 sand

19 mé gravel

27000 normal fireclay bricks (25 x 12 x 6,5 cm S.[eger]C.[ones] No. 26-29)
2700 kg fireclay mortar

70 pieces of crampons

6 pieces of resting irons

1 piece of iron double end flap. ”

The J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, requests the Main Office Budget and Con- RGVA, 502-1-327,

struction® to “settle the balance on our invoice of 16 Dec. 41 = RM 3,868.10.” p. 105.
5. Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Auschwitz CC with the subject RGVA, 502-1-332,
“Camp Closure for Civilian Workers”. p. 147.

“The above office reports the execution of the camp lockdown for civilian workers
which was carried out in the course of today. Those workers who have not yet been liv-
ing in the camp area are housed in the PoW camp, Construction Section I. All other
workers are living in the previous accommodations until the detoxification agent is pro-
cured and delousing is possible. Delousing and fumigation will be carried out as quick-
ly as possible in consultation with the garrison physician. ”

6. The company M. Trustedt KG from Berlin-Hanover sends the administration of the GARF, 7021-108-
Auschwitz CC further documentation “about the ‘bone defatting device’ factory ~ 44,p.6.
no. 775 or 775A delivered to you.”

Central Construction Office. “Report of SS-Oberscharfihrer Pollok in the capacity RGVA, 502-1-312,

4 On February 1, 1942, this office was merged with the Main Office of Administration and Economy to form the
SS-Wirtschafts- und Verwaltungshauptamt (SS-WVHA).



THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 123

of specialist in matters of building inspection”. p. 29.
“During the supervision of the construction work on the crematorium, it was found that

the old chimney has developed new cracks in the horizontal as well as vertical direc-

tion, which must lead to the collapse of the chimney. This is due to the fact that the

chimney continued to be excessively stressed, despite the fact that the Central Construc-

tion Office of the Waffen-SS and Police, by letter dated June 4, 1942, Corr.Reg. No.
8195/42/Po/Qu. to the headquarters of the CC forbade the use of the same.

I request the head of the Central Construction Office to again prohibit the further use of

the chimney and to arrange that the chimney be removed immediately, as otherwise un-
foreseeable consequences may result. ”

The Jewish prisoner Benjamin Beressy, registration number 114941, is admitted to Hoerlein Docu-
the prisoner infirmary of Auschwitz CC with the diagnosis “pulmonary TBC fibro- ment No. 215.
caseosa incipiens”. The prisoner dies about three months later on April 8, 1944. 12

fever curves and other reports describe the course of the disease day by day. On

April 4, 1944, the 1st camp physician of Auschwitz CC performs the “dissection of

the corpses of Gr. Jew Prisoner No. 114941 Beressy Benjamin, Irs. Born — May

1917 in Saloniki”:

“Cause of death: destructive pulmonary TB of the larynx and intestinal tuberculosis in

a cachectic individual. ”

A special headquarters order mentions that a new camp adjutant was appointed, Frei, p. 148
and SS-Obersturmfiihrer Mulka was appointed staff commander at Auschwitz CC.

7. Garrison Order No. 16/42 reiterates the prohibition against parking bicycles any-  Frei, p. 149
where other than in racks.

8. Central Construction Office. “PoW camp Auschwitz. Occupancy”. VMM, HC.
“a.) Quarantine Camp
30 pcs. brick barracks @ 700 men = 21,000 inmates
24 " horse-stable barracks @ 300" = 7200 -"-
(with beds)

8,200 inmates
123,840 inmates

a.) quarantine camp
b.) 288 pcs. horse-stable barracks @ 430 men

(with cots)
b.) Main camp = 123,840 inmates
Total occupancy:
a) quarantine camp 28,200 inmates
b) Main camp 123,840 -"-
Together 152,040 inmates
Barracks camp for the troop
10 barracks @ 80 men 800 men”

Central Construction Office. “Site Plan of the Auschwitz Prisoner-of-War Camp.”  APMO, BW 2/4,
Plan No. 1453. J.-C. Pressac suggests a probable date of June 6, 1942 (1989, p. Neg. No. 21135/3.
195), but a comparison of this site plan with the one dated August 15, 1942, shows

that it is site plan No. 1453, mentioned in the letter from the Central Construction

Office to the SS-WVHA, Chief of Office C V, with the subject “Auschwitz POW

Camp, Site Plan,” dated August 3, 1942. The camp is divided into three unnamed

sections, and only the future Crematorium Il is marked.

Schlesische Industriebau Lenz & Co., “Report of Wednesday, July 8, 1942. Con-  Bartosik, Doc. 8
struction site: Auschwitz PoW camp”. Preprinted sheet with pencil inscription. [8a], pp. 65f.
“1 Pg [Poliergeselle, assistant mason] + 2 M[aurer, bricklayer] bricking in the

door in gas chamber.”
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Full handwritten sheet headed “Wednesday, July 8, 1942”:

“1 Pg — 2 M. Brick in doors in gas chamber.”

Remarks: The note refers to the fumigation gas chamber of disinfestation barrack
2, BW 5b, of PoW camp. Bartosik et al. misinterpret this as “in 2 gas chamber”,
which they then meaninglessly change to “druga komora gazowa”, “the second gas
chamber”, which according to them points to the alleged “Bunker 2”.

A circular announces a sick-leave replacement for a department head. Frei, p. 149

[8] Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
June” for the construction project Auschwitz CC. pp. 27-28.
Structures Start

1. BW 3: women’s branch camp: prov. laundry, prov. effects 2/3/1942 100%
storage barracks, delousing, sanitary facilities

2. BW 7A: inmate lodgings (for now prov. troop lodgings) 12/5/1942 25%
3. BW 8: prov. watchtowers (wood) 1/6/1940 65%
4. BW 9: sewerage 1/6/1940 55%
5. BW 11: crematorium (new chimney) 12/6/1942 10%
6. BW 20K: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 2) 18/6/1942 15%
7. BW 20 L: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 11) 20/5/1942 30%
8. BW 20M: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 12) 20/5/1942 15%
9. BW 200: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 14) 18/5/1942 15%
10: BW 20Q: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 16) 18/5/1942 20%
11. BW 21: road construction 1/6/1940 60%
12. BW 24: commandant’s residence 5/1/1942 100%
13. BW 27: residences for married NCOs 1/7/1940 75%
14. BW 29: water-supply plant 1/6/1940 30%
15. BW 36B: officers’ lodgings and residences for married of-  10/7/1941 80%
ficers
16. BW 36D: officers’ lodging barracks 1 16/11/1941 15%
17. BW 40: SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus” 2/2/1942 100%
18. BW 41: fencing in protective-custody camp 1/6/1940 30%
19. BW 49: electr. outdoor facilities 1/6/1940 45%
20. BW 54: gardening facilities 1/4/1941 65%
21. BW 28: inmate effects barracks 3/6/1942  30%
22. BW 105: inmate lodgings no. 23 10/9/1941 100%
23. BW 106: inmate lodgings no. 24 10/11/1941 85%
24. BW 134: inmate lodgings no. 36 7/5/1942 15%
25. BW 135: inmate lodgings no. 37 7/5/1942 15%
26. BW 136: inmate lodgings no. 38 15/4/1942 15%
27. BW 137: inmate lodgings no. 39 15/4/1942 15%
28. BW 138: inmate lodgings no. 40 15/4/1942 20%

29: BW 160: laundry and reception building with delousing 12/10/1941 12%
and inmate bath

30: BW 201: main collector ditch with sewage treatment plant 15/11/1941 13%
and digester-gas extraction

Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,

June” for the construction project PoW camp Auschwitz. p. 24.
Structures Start

1. BW 2: drainage of the terrain 16/3/1942 20%

2. BW 3a: 30 brick lodging barracks 7/10/1941 100%

3. BW 3b: 24 lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks) 12/3/1942 60%
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4. BW 3c-d: lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks)

5. BW 4a: utility barracks 1 + 2

6. BW 5a: delousing barracks 1 [finished: 20 June 1942]

7. BW 5b: delousing barracks 2 [finished: 15 July 1942]

8. BW 6a: 5 wash barracks

9. BW 7a: 5 toilet barracks

10. BW 8a: 1 morgue barracks

11. BW 9: entrance building quarantine camp

12. BW 13: watchtowers, wood

13. BW 16: access roads

14. BW 17: road construction inside of camp

15. BW 18: sewerage and sewage treatment plant

16. BW 19: water-supply plant

17. BW 20/21: high-voltage plant and high-voltage power line
feed

18. BW 24: fencing, electr. wire

19. BW 25: wire fences for camp subdivision

20. BW 26: transformer station

21. BW 31: bakery

Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942

Structures

1. BW 19: inmate workshop barracks, completion

2. BW 37B: construction-office barracks

3. BW 37C: construction-office lodging barracks

4. BW 50: storage shed for construction material

5. BW 71: horse-stable barracks for storing construction mate-
rial

Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942
June” for the construction project agriculture Auschwitz.
Structures

. BW 33A: existing stable and ancillary facilities

. BW 33B: slaughterhouse extension

. BW 33C: nursery with greenhouse in Raisko

. BW 36C: residence for the head of agric. enterprises

. BW 64: large greenhouse facility in Raisko

. BW 65A: duck-breeding barn in Harmense

. BW 65B: poultry-breeding barns and

. BWB5E: rearing barns

. BW 71: horse-stable barracks

O©CoO~NOoOUThWNE

23/3/1942
10/11/1941
4/12/1941
6/3/1942
4/3/1942
4/3/1942
5/1/1942
5/12/1941
10/3/1942
7/10/1941
5/4/1942
21/10/1941
5/1/1942
16/11/1941

8/11/1941
1/12/1941
6/12/1941
21/11/1941

80%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%

30%

65%

20%

40%

40%
100%

45%
25%
100%
50%

. Reporting month
June” for the construction project construction yard Auschwitz.

Start
1/7/1940
1/4/1942
1/7/1940
1/7/1940
4/5/1942

90%
90%
90%
90%
60%

. Reporting month

Start
1/6/1940
1/4/1944

23/2 1942
4/5/1942
23/2/1942
16/2/1942
4/5/1942
4/5/1942
20/3/1942

45%
55%
95%
45%
25%
100%
30%
30%
65%

9. Letter from the company Ewald Berninghaus, Duisburg, to the Central Construc-
tion Office with the subject “Gas-tight doors for delousing facilities”. With refer-
ence to the inquiry of the Friedrich Boos Company (for BW 160), the company

submits the following offer:

“19 pieces of 1-leaf gas-tight, double-walled doors of steel-saving design, executed ac-
cording to enclosed drawing St. 3596* for a clear wall dimension of 1350/1900 mm. ”

One door weighs 110 kg and costs RM 164.50.
* See the corresponding entry for March 20, 1942.

A special headquarters order bans all SS members from entering Auschwitz.

125

RGVA, 502-1-22,
p. 25.

RGVA, 502-1-22,
p. 26.

RGVA, 502-1-354,
pp. 8-9.

Frei, p. 150
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10. Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Construction Office of the RGVA, 502-1-272,
Waffen-SS and Police Stutthof-Danzig with the subject “New construction of a p. 168.
crematorium for Stutthof CC”.

“Enclosed are the plans for a crematorium for 30,000 inmates. The plant is equipped
with 5 pieces of three-muffle incinerators. According to the Topf & Sons Erfurt compa-
ny, one incineration takes about 1/2 hour. The basements are being elevated because of
the high groundwater level at the site. Concerning the technical equipment, it is sug-
gested to contact the Topf & Sons Erfurt company.”

Letter from the District President of Kattowitz, without addressee, with the subject APK, RK 319, pp.
“Typhus disease in the district of Bielitz”. 142-144.

“So far, a total of 15 cases of typhus have been found among the population of the Bie-

litz District, all of which must be traced back to the concentration camp in Auschwitz as

the source of infection, namely, members of the 900-strong work-force employed in the

concentration camp as part of various construction and installation firms. It was noted

on this occasion that the camp is currently afflicted by a more severe epidemic of ty-

phus.”

Instructions are given to contain the epidemic.

Garrison Order No. 17/42 bans all SS men and their families from entering the Frei, p. 150
town of Auschwitz and calls for official stays in the town to be limited “to the min-
imum possible.”

12. 1.G. Farbenindustrie A.G. “Weekly Report No. 58/59 for the Period 29 May -12 Ju- NI-14512
ly 1942”.
“9 July Meeting with O ’stf. Schwarz about prisoner deployment. The latter is currently
suffering greatly from the fact that, due to the latest order, all Poles are being removed
from CC A[uschwit]z and placed in camps in the Old Reich. Jews from all European
countries are taking their place. Their number is to be increased to about 100,000. As a
result, different workers are used at the various construction sites almost every day.
The various abuses also came up. They are absolutely condemned on the part of the
camp management, and there are strict orders to refrain from any mistreatment or oth-
er measures that may undermine the inmates’ ability to work. Immediate reporting of
all such occurrences was requested so that the possibility of immediate intervention
would be given.”

13. Central Construction Office. “Explanatory report on the erection of temporary de- RGVA, 502-2-148,
lousing buildings, as well as erection of 4 so-called horse-stable barracks (type pp. 5-6; ibid., pp.
260/9 OKH) as effects chambers for the Concentration Camp Auschwitz U/S.” §

“On the existing site are to be erected:

1. Buildings: BW 28, prov. delousing building and 4 horse-stable barracks. [...]

One building serves exclusively as delousing while the other building is set up as a
warehouse. [...]

Since there was no delousing plant in the CC, the provisional delousing buildings and
the barracks for the effects had to be built without fail for the current admissions. These
provisional buildings will be demolished after completion of the planned reception
building with delousing.”

The corresponding cost estimate, also dated July 13, 1942, provides for a total ex-
penditure of RM 88,000.

Dimensions of the delousing building:

“a) Admission with delousing:

Floor area:

Admission: (40.00 x 11.66 + 11.50 x 5.00) = 523.90 m2.

Delousing: 16.00 x 9.25 = 148.00 m2.”

Garrison Order No. 18/42 recalls that certain uniform items may only be worn on  Frei, pp. 150f.
duty above a certain rank.
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14.

15.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Upper Silesian Mining and Met- RGVA, 502-1-138,
allurgical Association, Kattowitz, with the subject “Information on Upper Silesian P-508.
Hard Coal”.

“The local construction office requests the following information soon:

1.) Water content of bituminous and gas-flame coal.

2.) Ash content of the fuel.

3.) Volatile matter of the fuel.

4.) Fuel grain size (for high-pressure boilers).

5) Slag melting point.

6.) Slag softening point.

Furthermore, information, if possible with a site plan, on the coal mines nearest to

Auschwitz, which can supply a daily requirement of approx. 50 t of the above coal on an
ongoing basis. ”

Central Construction Office. “Explanatory Report on the Provisional Extension of RGVA, 502-1-223,
the Auschwitz U/S Concentration Camp” and the accompanying “Cost Estimate  Pp- 1-22.
for the Provisional Extension of the Auschwitz U/S Concentration Camp “. The re-
port deals with the planning and construction of the Auschwitz camp in the second
year of the war:

“By order of the Reichsfiihrer-SS and Chief of the German Police, a concentration
camp for 30,000 prisoners for the time being is to be built on the site of the former
Polish artillery barracks in Auschwitz U/S. At the same time, agric. Farms are to be
built up. [...]

The groundwater varies between 1.00 -2.50 m depending on the ground level. [...]

The existing structures were rebuilt or repaired as inmate lodgings with ancillary facili-
ties, temporary headquarters, crew quarters, prisoner workshops, etc. [...]

| Structures:

a) Existing buildings, (current purpose,) on which repair and reconstruction work, as
well as repair of war damage was carried out:

1) BW 4 prov. prisoner infirmary building.

2) "5 " prisoner cell building

3) " 11" crematorium (formerly bunker)

4) " 12 " prisoner effects chamber building

5) " 13 " commandant’s office building

6) " 14 " SS quarter and canteen building

7) " 174 " crew building 1

8) ”n I7B " ”n " 2

9) " 19 " prisoner workshop barracks.”

10-26: BW 20A -20R inmate lodging buildings 1-17.

27) BW 30A prov. motor vehicle workshop barracks

28) " 35 prov. school building with kindergarten

b) newly erected structures

29) BW 6 prov. main guardhouse

30) " 74 " block leaders’ lodging barracks.

31) " 18 " motor vehicle hall

32) " 42 " prisoners’ kitchen barracks.

I1. outdoor facilities

(a) Existing facilities, (current use) on which repairs and improvements were made:
33) BW 9 sewer system

34) " 234 prov. transformer station

35) " 334 " barn facilities.

36) " 50 " construction yard.

(b) newly erected facilities:

37) BW 8 prov. watchtowers

38)"21 " road paving

39) "264 " field barn
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40) " 29 prov. water-supply plant

41) "34 " bathing facility on the Sola River

42) "41 " protective custody enclosure and prov. industrial yard enclosure

43) " 49 prov. electr. outdoor facilities.

To be added:

44) " 27 extension and repair of existing dwellings for married headquarter staff. [...]
prov. crematorium: installation in a former bunker, with 2 double furnaces, morgue,
etc.”

Total cost: RM 2,026,000.

Central Construction Office. “Explanatory Report for the Construction Project RGVA, 502-1-220,
Concentration Camp Auschwitz U/S” and accompanying “Estimate for the Con-  pp. 1-52.
struction Project Concentration Camp Auschwitz U/S”. The report concerns the
planning and construction of the Auschwitz camp in the third year of the war econ-
omy:

“By order of the Reichsflhrer-SS and Chief of the German Police, a concentration
camp for 30,000 prisoners for the time being is to be built on the site of the former
Polish artillery barracks in Auschwitz U/S. [...]

The soil conditions are relatively good. Under the approximately 30 cm thick hu-
mus scar loam emerges and after approx. 2.00 m sand and gravel, which should be
used if possible. The groundwater level varies between 1.00-2.50 m depending on
the elevation of the terrain.”

The document lists the following structures in this order:

I. Temporary structures (buildings and outdoor facilities)

a) Buildings

. BW 4 — inmate lodging building

. BW 5 —prisoner cell building

. BW 12 — prisoner effects storage building

. BW 13 — headquarters’ building

. BW 17A — crew building 1

. BW 17b — crew building 2

. BW 14 — SS quarter and canteen building

. BW 36A — officers’ mess

. BW 27 —residences for married NCOs

10. BW 36B - residences for married officers and officers’ quarters

11. BW 11 — crematorium

b) Outdoor facilities

12. BW 67 — SS quarters, riding hall and cattle stables in the former Prag works in
Birkenau

13. BW 39 — SS quarters outside the camp area

14. BW 23A — transformer station

15. BW 21 —road construction

16. BW 29 — water-supply plant

17. BW 49 — overhead power line network

18. BW 44 — sports field facility

19. BW 45 — shooting range facility

20. BW 54 — gardening facilities

I1. Temporary structures (buildings and outdoor facilities)

¢) Buildings

21. BW 7B — block leader’s barrack

22. BW 24 — commandant’s residence

23. BW 36C — extension of an existing building shell

24. BW 40 — SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus”

OCoO~NOUTAWN PR
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25. BW 33B - slaughterhouse extension

26. BW 18 — garage extension for headquarters

27. BW 30B - fuel station for headquarters

28. BW 28 — reception barracks with delousing and 4 effects barracks
29. BW 42 — prisoner kitchen extension

30. BW 17C — 4 crew barracks for headquarters

31. BW 17D/1 — staff and crew barracks

32. BW 17D/2-13 — 12 crew barracks, 4 wash and 4 toilet barracks for the guard
troops

33. BW 36D — 4 officers’ lodging barracks

34. BW 43 — inmate canteen barracks

35. BW 172 — utility barracks for the guard troops

36. BW 59 — 12 barracks for storing prisoner effects, etc.
37. BW 60 — 2 barracks to house prisoner electricians, etc.
38. BW 38 — vehicle and equipment hall

39. BW 3 —women’s branch camp

d) Outdoor facilities

40. BW 8 — watchtowers

41. BW 55 — 2 living and working barracks

42. BW 56 — 3 lodging barracks for labor comm.

43. BW 57 — 2 RAD dormitories

44. BW 58 — 5 barracks for special treatment of prisoners
45. BW 77 — lodging barracks for dog squadrons

46. BW 161 — district heating plant

47. BW 209 — temporary bridge over the Sola river

I11. Final structures

a) Buildings

48. BW 7A — Inmate lodging building 41

49-65. BW 20A-R — Inmate lodging building 1-17

66. BW 100 — Inmate lodging building 18

67-73. BW 101-107 — Inmate lodging building 19-25
74-78. BW 116-120 — Inmate lodging building 26-30
79-83. BW 125-129 — Inmate lodging building 31-35
84-88. BW 134- 138 — Inmate lodging building 36-40
89-93. BW 157A, B. C. D, E — Inmate protective custody building 1-5.
94. BW 158 — protective-custody camp entrance building,
95. BW 160 — laundry and reception building with delousing facility and prisoner
baths

96. BW 173 — commandant’s office and headquarters accommodation building,
97. BW 31 — service building for the headquarters.

b) Outside facilities

98. BW 9 — sewerage system

99. BW 21 — road construction

100. BW 23B — emergency generator building

101. BW 29 — water-supply plant

102. BW 41 — protective custody enclosure

103. BW 49 — electrical feeders

104. BW 200 — 5 watchtowers

105. BW 201 — main sewer with sewage treatment plant
106. BW 202 — alarm system

107. BW 203 — lightning protection system
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108. BW 204 — telephone system

109. BW 205 — command system

110. BW 206 — fire extinguishing system

111. BW 207 — 2 sauna systems

112. BW 210 — enclosures

113. BW 211 — transformer station.

The total cost is RM 20,600,000, which was corrected to 20,000,000 with pen. For
each individual structure, Bischoff prepares a “cost estimate” with “construction
description” and “site sketch” between July 15 and August 4, 1942 (RGVA, 502-1-
319, incomplete documentation).

The head of the Auschwitz CC administration sends to the Bielitz Technical In-

spection Agency (Technischer Uberwachungsverein, TUV) the documentation re-

ceived from M. Triistedt on July 7, 1942, on the “Bone Defatting Device, Factory

No. 775 or 775A.” with the request for permission to put the device into operation.

Subsequent correspondence:

— Letter from TUV Breslau to the Auschwitz CC with the subject “Bone Defatting
Device, Factory No. 775 or 775A” (September 15, 1942).

— Letters from the head of the administration of the TUV Breslau and to TUV
Breslau itself with the same subject (October 22, 1942).

The correspondence concerns the technical testing of the device.

Radio message from SS-WVHA to Auschwitz CC administration.

“1). The unusable Jewish clothing produced there is still to be handed over to the SS
Clothing Works LUBLIN. (See on D 1V/32634 4 ... groups missed ... 21 May 42). For
the ... rest missed ...”

Headquarters Order No. 12/42 reports a new administrative head of the camp; ap-
points a new commanding officer “Buna”; reports on a collection of donations for
the Red Cross; admonishes saluting at the memorial for fallen comrades in Berlin;
orders a ceiling on flower orders at RM 5.-; forbids swimming, washing, watering
cattle in the Sola River from the camp downstream, as well as drawing water from

it, because of suspicion of typhus; forbids entering fields off-duty; explains rules of

conduct for on-call duty; cites an order by Himmler on the wearing of collar patch-
es; exhorts compliance with set deadlines; announces that SS men punished with
curfew must stay within the large chain of posts; schedules a staff company roll
call; and lists some found and lost objects.

A circular schedules an officers’ meeting.

Central Construction Office, “Auschwitz Concentration Camp, barracks distribu-
tion”. Barracks are divided into “use”, “type”, “required” (72), “erected” (25), “to
be erected” (47), “stored” (5), “missing” (42).

Barracks for 20 BW are listed, of which a total of 72 “required”, including:

“Use type requ. erected tobeer. stored missing
Special treatment 260/9 5 3 2 / 2
effects barracks at prov. delousing 260/9 4 4 / / 1’

Central Construction Office. “Final account for the delivery and construction of a
cremation furnace by the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt”. Final balance of RM
3786.10.

A circular letter schedules a meeting of all officers of the Auschwitz garrison.

Central Construction Office, House Decree No. 40.
“By order of the camp commandant, the entire camp has been locked down with imme-

GARF, 7021-108-
44,p.5; ibid., p. 4
Ibid., p. 3
Ibid., p. 2

TNA. HW 16-20.
ZIP/GPDD
168/23.7.42,n.13.

Frei, pp. 151-154

Frei, p. 154

>RGVA, 502-1-
275, pp. 237, 239.

RGVA, 502-1-23,
pp. 258-259a.

Frei, pp. 154f.

RGVA, 502-1-25,
p.61.
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21.

23.

diate effect due to danger of typhus. No SS member or civilian employee of the Central
Construction Office is therefore allowed to leave the camp.”

Response of Oberschlesisches Steinkohlen-Syndikat Ltd., Technical Department, ~ RGVA, 502-1-138,
to the inquiry of the Central Construction Office dated July 14, 1942: pp. 506-506a.
“We assume that flame coals in the smaller assortments Nut I11, Nut IV and fine coals

are to be used in your boilers, and below give you indicative figures in answer to the

questions you have asked.

Nut 1HI/1V fine
grain size 10/20, 20/30 mm  0-10 mm
water 8-12% 10-14%
ash 7-10% 10-15%
vol. compo- 35-40% 33-38%

nents

Unfortunately, we cannot give you an precise information about the melting behavior of
the ash. The ashes generally melt between 12 — 1300°C [sic], with the softening point
and yield point not far apart.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Chief of Office C V, RGVA, 502-1-265,
with the subject “monthly petroleum need”. The monthly petroleum need for Pow p.412.
camp and the CC is 5,700 liters.

Letter from Prof. Dr. A. Hase, Berlin Dahlem, Biological Reich Institute for Agri- RGVA, 502-1-332,
culture and Forestry, to Umluft Apparatebau Ltd., Berlin-Charlottenburg: p. 30.

“In the Brandenburg-Gdérden labor camp, there is a two-chamber delousing device

which was manufactured by the Umluft Apparatebau Ltd. | conducted practical delous-

ing tests with this device on March 25, 42, and May 1, 42, under exactly the same con-

ditions as those prevailing during practical delousing. The device met the requirements;

within one hour of operation, from chamber closure to chamber opening, all lice and

lice eggs were destroyed by the heat effect, provided that the packing was carried out

according to instructions.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Office C V: RGVA, 502- 1-
“With reference to the letter here of July 3, 1942 Corr.Reg. No. 10158/42/Bi/Th., the 332, p. 143.
Central Construction Office informs the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police that the camp

lockdown imposed as a result of typhus has now been extended to the entire camp by

Garrison Order No. 19/42 of July 23, 1942.”

Auschwitz CC Headquarters. Garrison Order No. 19/42. RGVA, 502-1-66,
“On account of the cases of typhus which have reappeared in the area of the Auschwitz pp. 219-221. Frei,
Concentration Camp, the following is ordered in order to combat the epidemic: pp. 155-157

1.) A complete camp lockdown is imposed. All SS members living within the large chain
of posts are not allowed to leave the camp area. [...]

5.) An immediate ban on leave is ordered for all SS members, officers and men. [...]

7.) Out-of-town visits to departments are to be avoided or, if urgent, to be handled in
the house of the Waffen-SS. In any case, visitors who have official business here may be
received only in the rooms of the heads of service (commandant, administrative officer,
site manager, head of construction, and also in the main utility camp area, etc.). They
have to leave the camp on a direct way without staying.

8) The civilian workers employed by the Construction Office may leave and re-enter the
camp for the purpose of working on the construction sites in question only at the check-
points of the Hutta-Lenz [sic] communal camp, but only in closed formation, and ac-
companied by SS members which are provided by the Construction Office to accompany
these work parties.

9.) Release and transfer of prisoners to other camps must be postponed until the lock-
down is lifted. ”

Central Construction Office. Radio message to WVHA, head of Office Group C. VMM, HC.
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“Report completion of 1. Construction Section at POW camp for an occupant strength
of 30,000 men.”

Central Construction Office. Radio message to WVHA, head of Office Group C. VMM, HC.
“In response to telex no. 90 of 22 June 42, it is reported that the following barracks are

still needed to house 125,000 POWSs:

124 horse-stable barracks type 260/9 OKH

10 RAD barracks type 1V/3 as infirmary barracks

21 utility barracks type VII/5 RAD.

Detailed report to follow. ”

Letter from the District President of Kattowitz, without addressee, with the subject APK, OPK, 2176,
“Typhus illnesses in the Auschwitz Concentration Camp”. pp. 107-109.
The epidemic spread among the camp inmates and also affected 21 members of the

SS guards, who were admitted to the reserve hospital in Kattowitz. Special

measures were taken to prevent the spread of the disease:

“Unconditional camp lockdown for SS members, free workers and employees, and pris-

oners. Release from the camp may take place only after proper delousing and subse-

quent 3-week quarantine. ”

Prohibition of employment of prisoners outside the camp as well as strict quaran-

tine, and prohibition of work for civilian workers.

Letter from Robert Koehler, civil engineer, to the Central Construction Office with RGVA, 502-2-23,
the subject “Chimney construction at crematorium BW 1(1 CC)”. The total price ~ p-13.
for the construction of the new chimney is RM 2,790.

Garrison Order No. 19a/42 orders reinforced garrison patrols, exhorts use of short- Frei, p. 157
est routes, and requires civilian workers to wear a green armband even outside the
large chain of posts.

In Garrison Order No. 21/42, Hoss orders that he alone decide on requests for Frei, pp. 157f.
leave.

I.G. Farbenindustrie A.G. “Weekly Report No. 60/61 for the Period July 13-July ~ NI-14551.
26, 1942.”

“18 July. Visit of the Reichsfiihrer SS with a large entourage, including Obergrup-
penfihrer Schmauser and Obersturmbannfiihrer Hoss, to whom the Reichsfiihrer SS
personally delivered his promotion to Obersturmbannfiihrer. The Reichsfiihrer was
greeted at the Feierabendhaus by the undersigned. We then drove to the power station
and gave the high visitor an overview of the entire plant from the high bunker platform.
The entire plant was explained on the basis of a site plan provided for this purpose. The
Reichsfuhrer inquired about the probable startup dates, which were given as May to
August 1943.[...]

July 20: Obersturmfilhrer Schwarz, head of labor deployment, announces that as of July
21, no more prisoners will be allowed to work on the plant grounds, since a camp lock-
down had to be imposed due to the danger of infection. The duration of this lockdown
cannot yet be predicted. ”

Radio message No. 113. Sending agency: WVHA, to Auschwitz CC. AGK, NTN, 94, p.
“Permission to travel by truck from Auschwitz to Dessau is hereby granted to pick up ~ 168. Transcript.
gas that is urgently required for the disinfection [sic] of the camp. ” NO-2361.

Signed by Gliicks, SS Brigadefiihrer and Major General of the Waffen-SS.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Reich railway administration in  RGVA, 502-1-186,
Oppeln with the subject “New construction of a private siding for the concentration Pp. 284-285.
camp of the Waffen-SS in Auschwitz with connection to Auschwitz station”:

“By order of the Reichsflihrer-SS and Chief of the German Police, a large prisoner-of-

war camp has been built south-west of Auschwitz Station (Birkenau). For some time
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now, transports of prisoners of war have been brought in continuously, and these are
unloaded on the station premises. In order to relieve the operation of the station, the
Central Construction Office considered the construction of a new siding to the prisoner-
of-war camp in the spring of 1942. Plans were drawn up, and an application for this
was also submitted to the Reich railway administration Oppeln. However, the construc-
tion of this track failed due to the impossibility of obtaining the necessary quotas, and
was therefore abandoned. The number of prisoner transports has recently increased
considerably, and a further increase is to be expected, so that the danger of overloading
the station is to be expected. The Central Construction Office is therefore again consid-
ering the construction of a new siding to the POW camp [...].

In addition to prisoner-of-war transports, construction material, foodstuffs, furnishings
and the like would also have to be transported on this track. A permanent workforce of
150,000 people is to be expected. ”

31. “Cost estimate for the new construction of the laundry and reception building with RGVA, 502-1-319,
delousing facility and prisoners’ bath at the Concentration Camp Auschwitz U/S,  pp. 129-130.
written by the head of the Central Construction Office. Total costs: 1,100,000 RM.

Attached is the corresponding site plan.

August 1942

[1] Central Construction Office. “Activity Report of SS-Strm. Lubitz, Construction RGVA,502-1-27,

Foreman Dept. Structural Engineering. Month of July 1942.” pp. 15-17.
Work carried out in structures: BW 7a (prov. headquarters), 20 Q, M, O (adding

floors in men’s CC), BW 20 L, K (adding floors in women’s CC), BW 64 (Raisko
greenhouse), BW 33C (Raisko nursery), BW 11 “(chimney at crematorium) chim-

ney walls completed. Channel excavated and bricked. Old chimney torn down.

Demolition material hauled away.”, BW 106, 107, 104 (new building at men’s

CC), BW 65A (duck rearing Harmense), BW 65E (herd-book stables Harmense),

BW 26B (barns in Budy), BW 13 (headquarters).

Central Construction Office, “Activity Report of the Motor Pool of the Central RGVA 502-1-181,
Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz for the Month of July ~ Pp. 271-179.
1942”.

“Vehicle deployment (summary)

vehicle deployment daily on average 13-14 trucks
total trips in the above period 2436
kilometers driven " " " 11709

Fuel consumed " " " gasoline 1497

diesel 3590 = 4987
A detailed report follows.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the company “Huta” above- and be- RGVA, 502-1-313,
low-ground construction AG, Kattowitz, with the subject “New crematorium build- P- 164.

ing: static calculation”:

“Enclosed are the plans for the new building of the crematorium for the purpose of

preparing the static calculation.”

The plans in question are nos. 936, 1173/74, 934, 980, 933, 1311, 932, 1301 and

1341.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, the Chief of Office GARF, 7021-108-
C V, with the subject “Auschwitz POW Camp, Site Plan”: 32,p. 37.
“Enclosed is the new site plan of the Auschwitz Prisoner-of-War Camp according to the

latest status with regard to occupant strength and the barracks provided or requested,

in duplicate. The planning was carried out according to the originally approved plan

no. 2 of October 15, 1941, in which only masonry barracks were planned, and submit-
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ted with plan no. 885 of January 6, 42 for the G.B. building permit.

Since in the meantime the occupancy rate had increased and various other considera-
tions had to be taken into account, the enclosed site plan No. 1453 of 8 July 42 was re-
vised, which additionally contains the following barracks:

1.) Construction Section | (quarantine camp)

24 lodging barracks

2 infirmary barracks

1 storage barracks

2) Construction Sections Il and 111

36 lodging barracks each

4 laundry barracks each

4 infirmary barracks each.

In addition, the location for the new crematorium was determined adjacent to the quar-
antine camp.

The extension of the planning was submitted to the Head of Office Group C SS-
Brigadefiihrer and Major General of the Waffen-SS Dr. Ing. Kammler on the occasion
of the Reichsfiihrer ’s visit on July 17 and 18, 1942, and he is requested to make the ap-
propriate note of approval on 1 copy of the enclosed site plan, and to return the same as
soon as possible.”

Central Construction Office. “File memo on the acceptance of the drainage works RGVA, 502-2-24,
in Construction Section I of the PoW camp.” The work has been completed, and no p. 213.
defects were found.

The accounting books of the Tesch & Stabenow company in Hamburg show a de-  TNA, WO 309-
livery of 495 kg of Zyklon B to Auschwitz CC, corresponding to a value of RM 1603.
3,133.

4. Central Construction Office. “Construction Report for the Month of July 1942.”  RGVA, 502-1-24,
“There were about 930 civilian workers, 8530 male prisoners, 3200 female prisoners, — pp. 179-185.
45 carts, 14 motor vehicles [and other machinery] in use at the end of the month. ”

I. Auschwitz Concentration Camp Construction Project
a) Protective-custody camps
BW 106, 107, 104: inmate lodging buildings,
BW 20 L, K: adding floor to inmate lodgings in the women’s CC
BW M, O, Q: adding floor to inmate lodgings in the men’s C
BW 7 A: inmate lodging building
Other accommodations in the protective-custody camp
b) Extension of the protective-custody camp
BW 118, 125, 134,135, 136, 137, 138: inmate lodging buildings
BW 160: laundry and reception building with delousing facility
c) Other buildings
“BW 11 Crematorium. Completion of the new chimney and demolition of the damaged
one, as well as removal of the rubble. Currently, construction of the new connecting
flue.”
BW 36 C: residential extension for the head of economic operations.
BW 33 C: slaughterhouse extension
BW 13: prov. headquarters building
BW 173: headquarters building
BW 21: road construction
BW 29: water supply
BW 9: sewerage
BW 201: stormwater & main collection sewer with treatment plant & digester-
gas extraction plant
BW 23 B: backup generator
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BW 23 A: transformer station
I1. Construction Project Agricultural Farms

BW 26 B: field barns

BW 64: farm barns

BW 33 C: nursery with greenhouse in Raisko

BW 64: large greenhouse facility
BW 65 A-E: duck and poultry-breeding barns in Harmense
BW 71: Auschwitz stable yard (16 stable barracks)
I11. Construction Project Prisoner-of-War Camp Auschwitz
“At the quarantine camp (I. Construction Section), the remaining of the additional 24
horse-stable barracks and 2 infirmary barracks have been completed. There, cots have
been partly installed. Outside, 1 RAD. barrack was erected for the block leaders.
In Construction Section 11, 126 barracks have been erected so far, as well as 18 wash
and toilet barracks, and the foundations for the supply and laundry barracks are in
progress. Of the lodging barracks for the guard troops, 5 have been erected so far and
are in the process of being completed; the foundations for 5 others have been complet-
ed, and they are currently being erected. Work on the access and camp roads, on the
fencing and on the overall drainage, including the main ditch, continued. The entrance
and parking area was started. Cement-tube wells were constructed for the water supply.
Drainage pipes for wash and toilet barracks are in progress, as well as receiving
trenches for drainage.
At the crematorium, excavation work has been completed. The middle section is finished
up to the ground-floor slab. The leveling layer for the concrete basin of the morgue has
been placed.”
IV. Construction Yard Auschwitz

BW 37 B/C: construction-office barracks and accommodation

BW 50: 2 storage barracks

workshops (joinery, locksmith’s shop, carpentry, painting, glazier’s shop, motor

pool).

concrete workshops

siding to the construction yard

Surveying.

Headquarters Order no. 13/42 issues a commendation for an honest finder of cash; Frei, pp. 158-161
reports the formation of a guard-dog squadron; deals with the allotment of tobacco
products; cites an appeal by Himmler to female members of SS to volunteer for
youth work with the NS Frauenschaft (National Socialist Women’s Association);
orders that cars be requested at least 24 hours before deployment; mentions
changed mail collection times; deplores service bicycles that have been neglected
and looted for parts, sets countermeasures, and mentions a stolen service bicycle;
ends chamber exchange of dirty or damaged uniform parts and prohibits wearing
dress uniforms to duty; promulgates conduct for leaders of field commands, espe-
cially during inspections; recalls ban on unofficial photographing of executions,
and orders confiscation and destruction of existing unofficial photographs; prohib-
its arm-hooking with females during daytime; and mentions seven found and two
lost objects.

6. Letter from the District President of Kattowitz to the District Administrator in Bie- RGVA, 502-1-332,
litz with the subject “Typhus epidemic in the Auschwitz Concentration Camp”. The p. 140.
“approximately 1000 free civilian workers” must be quarantined in the camp area.

The accounting books of the Tesch & Stabenow company in Hamburg show a de-  TNA, WO 309-
livery of 1,756.8 kg of Zyklon B to Auschwitz CC, corresponding to a value of RM 1603.
11,120.
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7. Headquarters Order No. 14/42 reports the installation of SS-Hauptsturmftihrer Frei, p. 161
Mulka as camp adjutant.

8. Circular letter of the WVHA to all Construction Inspectorates, Central Construc- ~ RGVA, 502-1-5, p.
tion Offices and Construction Offices in the territory of the Reich with the subject 37-
“Urgency Indicator for the Erection of Barracks”. The regulations of the G.B.Bau
decree of 19 May 1945 have changed:

“It is therefore necessary to apply for a new Urgent-Construction Indicator for the
erection of barracks for all barracks erected after 10 May 1942. The application must
be made through Office C V, Central Construction Inspection, by the Construction Of-
fices. It shall include:

(a) the number and type of barracks to be erected

b) value of the barracks and amount of the construction costs

c) vendor and old construction-urgency code, if known to the Construction Office.

d) place of erection

e) military district in which the installation site is located,

f) exact address of the user,

g) a statement that the barracks are available,

(h) statement of the number of the construction order. ”

[8] Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
July” for the construction project Auschwitz CC. pp. 40f.
Structures Start

1. BW 3: women’s branch camp: prov. laundry, prov. effects 2/3/1942 100%
storage barracks, delousing, sanitary facilities

2. BW 7A: inmate lodgings (for now prov. troop lodgings) 12/5/1942 40%
3. BW 8: prov. watchtowers (wood) 1/6/1940 65%
4. BW 9: sewerage 1/6/1940 55%
5. BW 11: crematorium (new chimney) 12/6/1942 80%
6. BW 20K: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 2) 18/6/1942 30%
7. BW 20 L: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 11) 20/5/1942 45%
8. BW 20M: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 12) 20/5/1942 35%
9. BW 200: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 14) 18/5/1942 20%
10: BW 20Q: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 16) 18/5/1942 30%
11. BW 21: road construction 1/6/1940 60%
12. BW 24: commandant’s residence 5/1/1942 100%
13. BW 27: residences for married NCOs 1/7/1940 75%
14. BW 29: water-supply plant 1/6/1940 35%
15. BW 36B: officers’ lodgings and residences for married of-  10/7/1941 80%
ficers
16. BW 36D: officers’ lodging barracks 1 16/11/1941 15%
17. BW 40: SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus” 2/2/1942 100%
18. BW 44: fencing in protective-custody camp 1/6/1940 30%
19. BW 49: electr. outdoor facilities 1/6/1940 45%
20. BW 54: gardening facilities 1/4/1941 65%
21. BW 28: delousing and effects barracks 3/6/1942 100%
22. BW 105: inmate lodgings no. 23 10/9/1941 100%
23. BW 106: inmate lodgings no. 24 10/11/1941 95%
24. BW 118: inmate lodgings no. 28 7/7/1942 3%
25. BW 125: inmate lodgings no. 32 7/7/1942 3%
26. BW 134: inmate lodgings no. 36 7/5/1942 20%
27. BW 135: inmate lodgings no. 37 7/5/1942  20%

28. BW 136: inmate lodgings no. 38 15/4/1942 25%
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8]

8]

29.
30.
31:

32:

33.

34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

BW 137: inmate lodgings no. 39 15/4/1942
BW 138: inmate lodgings no. 40 15/4/1942
BW 160: laundry and reception building with delousing 12/10/1941

and inmate bath
BW 201: main collector ditch with sewage treatment plant 15/11/1941
and digester-gas extraction

BW 36C: completion of residence for the of agricultural 4/5/1942
enterprises

BW 33C: slaughterhouse extension 1/4/1942
BW 13: completion of cells in headquarters’ building 27/7/1942
BW 173: headquarters and headquarters’ lodging building ~ 18/7/1942
BW 23A.: transformer station 28/7/1942
BW 23B: backup electric generator 3/7/1942

25%
30%
15%

15%

85%

70%
5%
1%
3%

39%

Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month
July” for the construction project PoW camp Auschwitz.

Structures Start

1. BW 2: drainage of the terrain 16/3/1942
2. BW 3a: 30 brick lodging barracks 7/10/1941
3. BW 3b: 24 lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks) 12/3/1942
4. BW 3c-d: lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks) 23/3/1942
5. BW 4a: utility barracks 1 + 2 4/12/1941
6. BW 4b: storage barracks 4/12/1941
7: BW 4d: 9 storage & laundry barracks 10/7/1942
8. BW 5a: delousing barracks 1 4/12/1941
9. BW 5b: delousing barracks 2 6/3/1942
10. BW 6a: 5 wash barracks 4/3/1942
11. BW 6b: 5 wash barracks 4/3/1942
12. BW 7a: 5 toilet barracks 4/3/1942
13. BW 7b: 9 toilet barracks 2/7/1942
14. BW 8a: 1 morgue barracks 5/1/1942
15. BW 9: entrance building quarantine camp 5/12/1941
16. BW 12c: 2 infirmary barracks 15/7/1942
17. BW 13: watchtowers, wood 10/3/1942
18. BW 14: barracks camp for the guard unit 1/7/1942
19. BW 16: access roads 7/10/1941
20. BW 17: road construction inside of camp 5/4/1942
21. BW 18: sewerage and sewage treatment plant 21/10/1941
22. BW 19: water-supply plants 5/1/1942
23. BW 20/21: high-voltage plant and high-voltage power line 16/11/1941

feed

24. BW 24: fences (electr. wire) 8/11/1941
25. BW 25: wire fences for camp subdivision 1/12/1941
26. BW 26: transformer station 6/12/1941
27. BW 30: crematorium 2/7/1942
28. BW 31: bakery 21/11/1941

30%
100%
100%

90%
100%
100%

20%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%

60%
100%
100%
100%

35%

30%

65%

25%

45%

45%
100%

50%
25%
100%
15%
55%

Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month
July” for the construction project construction yard Auschwitz.

Structures Start

1. BW 19: finishing inmate workshop barracks 1/7/1940
2. BW 37B: construction-office barracks 1/4/1942

90%
95%

137

RGVA, 502-1-22,
p. 31.

RGVA, 502-1-22,

p. 33.
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3. BW 37C: construction office’s lodging barracks 1/7/1940 90%
4. BW 50: storage shed for construction material 1/7/1940 90%
5. BW 71: horse-stable barracks for storing construction mate-  4/5/1942 65%
rial
[8] Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
July” for the construction project agriculture Auschwitz. p. 34.
1. BW 33A: existing stable and ancillary facilities 1/6/1940 45%
2. BW 33C: nursery with greenhouse in Raisko 23/2 1942 100%
3. BW 64: large greenhouse facility in Raisko 23/2/1942  30%
4. BW 65A: duck-breeding barn in Harmense 16/2/1942 100%
5. BW 65B: poultry-breeding barns and 4/5/1942  35%
6. BW65E: rearing barns 4/5/1942  35%
7. BW 71: horse-stable barracks 20/3/1942 65%
8. BW 26B: 2 field barns 10/7/1942 3%
9. BW 63: 3 yard barns 27/7/1942 3%
10. Final invoice of Friedrich Petersen, Berlin-Pankow, per for BW: 18 — sewerage and RGVA, 502-1-24,
sewage treatment plant” for RM 2,155.61. pp. 212-212a.

11. Robert Koehler, Myslowitz, “Smoke duct for the Central Construction Office of =~ RGVA, 502-2-23,
the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz U.S.”, for the new chimney of the crematori- p. 18.
um in the Main Camp.

Headquarters Auschwitz CC. RGVA, 502-1-31,
“From now on, the trips to the Sola Hut in Porombka made by the motor pool on Satur- p. 32.
days will be cancelled. (Due to lack of gasoline).”

Central Construction Office. File memo with the subject “On the Provision of RGVA, 502-1-
Code Numbers from a Special Allocation.” 320, pp. 27-30.
“On the occasion of the visit of SS-Obersturmfiihrer Weber of the raw-materials de-
partment of the SS Economic and Administrative Main Office, the following points were
discussed and debated: ”

1. code number issue for the Boos company 72.5 tons

2. code number for Hontsch 86 tons

3. quota of Kaliba boilers.

“However, he will try to procure 100 boilers. In any case, 50 pieces of boilers will be
diverted to here in the next few days.”

4. 70 to for POW camp

5. 40 to for agriculture

6. barbed wire for PoW camp

“I have given the actual need as 100 — 150 to.”

7. delivery of 15000 kg of diesel fuel from Debica.

“8. Re: petroleum for PoW camp

The requested quantity of 5700 liters of kerosene per month is to be allocated on an on-
going monthly basis according to SS-O 'stuf. Weber.”

9. cement allocation

10. removal of barracks, Breslau-Lissa.

“11. Plan of Russian camp (barracks camp).

SS-O ’Stuf. Weber asks to send him a plan of the Russian camp showing the barracks
erected or still to be erected. ”

12. magnesite for stone wood flooring.

“13. 2000 stoves for PoW camp.

2000 stoves have been requested in Berlin for the Russian camp. ”

14. material delivery of construction yard.
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12,

13.

15. round iron Paris.

Auschwitz CC Headquarters. Special order. RGVA, 502-1-32,
“A case of illness which occurred today with slight symptoms of poisoning by hydrogen p. 300. Frei, pp.
cyanide gives reason to announce to all those involved in fumigations and to all other ~ 161f.

SS members that, in particular when opening the fumigated rooms, SS members without

masks must keep a distance of 15 meters from the chamber for at least 5 hours. Special

attention must be paid to the direction of the wind.

The gas now used contains fewer odorous substances and is therefore particularly dan-

gerous.

The SS garrison physician Auschwitz declines responsibility for accidents occurring in

cases where SS members do not follow these guidelines.

Signed: Hoss, SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer and Commandant. ”

Konrad Segnitz-Baugeschéft receives order no. 56 from the Central Construction  RGVA, 502-1-313,

Office for “Auschwitz CC BW: 30 Vollmar roof trusses”. p. 158.
Central Construction Office. File memo with the subject “Meeting of heads of con- RGVA, 502-1-19,
struction at SS-H’stuf. Bischoff on 11 Aug. 1942”. p. 67.

“1. The use of motor vehicles is to be reduced to the minimum due to a shortage of fuel,
and since there is little prospect of its allocation at present. [...]

3. itis forbidden to transport sand, gravel, rubble, old wood and fence slats by truck.
Horse-drawn vehicles shall be used to transport these construction materials in order to
save fuel.”

Central Construction Office. File memo with the subject “Service meeting on Au- RGVA, 502-1-69,
gust 11, 1942 1800 hours in the office of the department head.” pp. 69-71.
“1.) As a result of severe reductions in the fuel quota, the transportation of bricks, sand,

gravel, old lumber, and similar material by motor vehicles will be prohibited with im-

mediate effect. For the time being, only the following vehicles will be used:

1 truck for crematorium PoW camp [for transporting materials].

1 tractor for driving fence posts PoW camp.

1 tractor for agricultural constructions.

Similarly, the operation of excavators and diesel locomotives must be drastically re-

duced and in some cases completely stopped. For the removal of the necessary materi-

als, the existing 45 horse-drawn carts are to be used to the fullest and, if necessary, the

material is to be transported by prisoners.”

R.F.SS Security Service. Message transmission. CDJC, XXVb-126.
Telegram from SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Rolf Giinther to the commander of the securi-
ty police and SD in the area of the military commander in France, Paris.

“Secret — Urgent.

Re: Deportation of Jews to Auschwitz, there deportation of Jewish children.

Reference: your telex report dated 11 Aug. 42, Roem. 4 J. -

The Jewish children housed in the Pitiviers and Beaune-la Rolande camps can be grad-
ually distributed among the scheduled transports to Auschwitz. However, transports ex-
clusively with children are not to be set in motion under any circumstances (under-
scored).

RSHA, Roem. 4 B 4 kl. A-/3233/41 KI. (1085)

pp. sgd. Guenther SS-Stubaf. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Auschwitz CC headquarters with RGVA, 502-1-
the subject “Auschwitz CC, new chimney crematorium”. 312,p.27.
“On the basis of the above-mentioned phone conversation [of the previous day], the

headquarters was informed that damage to the masonry has already occurred as a re-

sult of the crematorium’s new chimney being heated up too quickly (all 3 furnaces are

in operation).
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Since the 3 furnaces were taken into operation before the chimney s masonry mortar
had fully hardened, any further responsibility for the structure must be rejected. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to Robert Koehler, civil engineer, with RGVA, 502-1-312,
the subject “Auschwitz CC, chimney construction crematorium old-stock”. The p. 26.

Central Construction Office informed Koehler of the damage to the new chimney

and urgently summoned him to their office.

14. “Inmate Infirmary of Auschwitz CC. Auschwitz, August 14, 1942. APMO, D-Aul-5/1,
To the pharmacy of the Auschwitz CC. Arzneimittel-
The inmate infirmary requests: bestellung, p. 412.
1* kg of phenol.
Klehr

SS-Unterscharfihrer.”
* overwritten in pen “2”. Phenol was a common medical disinfectant at the time.

Letter from Robert Koehler, civil engineer, to the Central Construction Office with RGVA, 502-2-23,
the subject “Chimney (old crematorium)”. Koehler offers the Central Construction pp. 11-12.
Office “the construction of a new chimney of 15 m height and 80 x 100 cm upper

clear width” for RM 2,790, the excavation of the earth for the approx. 12 m long

flue for RM 990, and the dismantling of the old existing chimney for RM 300.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Auschwitz CC headquarters with RGVA, 502-1-313,
the subject “Provision of 80 prisoners for Sunday 16 Aug. 42, unit crematorium p. 162.

PoW camp”.

“The Central Construction Office requests the provision of 80 prisoners (unit cremato-

rium) in the PoW camp for the Huta Company on Sunday 16 Aug. 42 in the time from

7:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. for urgent work in Construction Section I1.”

Central Construction Office. “Cremation facility in PoW camp”. Plan No. 1678,  APMO, Neg. No.

drawn by inmate no. 538 Leo Sawka. Crematorium IV. 20946/6.
15. Central Construction Office. “Site Plan of the Prisoner-of-War Camp at Auschwitz APMO, BW 2/10,
U/S,” drawn by inmate no. 15592. The camp is divided into four sections for Neg. No. 21135/7.

60,000, 20,000, 60,000, and 60,000 prisoners. Only Crematorium 1 and Cremato-
rium 2 appear.

“Auschwitz Concentration Camp Headquarters. Az.: KL 14 f 3 8/42. /Vs.”. APMO, D-Aul-1/3,
“Subject: shootings of prisoners on the run”: Inv. No. 107289,

In the matter of shooting of Trattner, Sara, 1410; Stiuleman, Chaja, 13070; Safrys, PP-7.7a.
Severein, 49436; Schaffel, Hersz, 49652; Heller, Desire, 41602; Landesmann,
Gejza, 44846; Szluszny, Szmul, 55649; Griinwald, Julius, 52181; Van Gelder,
Samuel, 48128; Polk, Hyman, 53640; Miller, Ajzyk, 43344; \Jan Collem, Ben,
57726; Marder, Benjamin, 51880; Garfinkel, Jekusil, 43071; Sternfeld, Albert,
57644; Blumenkranc, Heinrich, 52124; Erwteman, Joseph, 57445; Katz, Jakob,
52207; Lioszyc, Lewi, 49548; Amand, Rene, 45167:

“To the SS and Police Court XV Wroclaw.

Enclosed, the Auschwitz CC headquarters submits twenty reports against

SS-Strm. Otto Milde Dog Squadron

SS-Strm. Georg Schmidt Dog Squadron

SS-Rifleman Emil Reindhl 3rd /SS-T-Stuba

SS-Rifleman Richard Baltruscheit 4th /SS-T-Stuba

SS-Rifleman Josef Kuchta 4th / SS-T-Stuba

SS-Rifleman Paul Siebert 4th / SS-T-Stuba

SS-Rifleman Hermann Skroblin 1st / SS-T-Stuba

SS-Rifleman Orest Huley 1st / SS-T-Stuba

SS-Rifleman Paul Bonekat 3rd / SS-T-Stuba
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17.

18.

19.

SS-Rifleman Stefan Baretzki 1st / SS-T-Stuba

SS-Rifleman Otto Schwerbinski 1st / SS-T-Stuba

SS-Rifleman August Brucker 1st / SS-T-Stuba

SS-Rttf. Anton Glaser 1st / SS-T-Stuba

SS-Strm. Gerhard Schilling 1st / SS-T-Stuba

SS-Strm. Hermann Knaus 1st / SS-T-Stuba

for shooting the prisoners listed overleaf during their escape.

It is requested that the investigation be closed and that the bodies be released for cre-
mation, since the guards acted in accordance with their orders and not unlawfully.
Hdss, SS-Obersturmbannfihrer and Commandant. ”

Letter from SS garrison physician to Auschwitz CC headquarters, subject “Fighting RGVA, 502-1-266,
typhus.” Detailed instructions “for the safety of the troops and to prevent further  pp. 18-20.
outbreaks of typhus.”

The J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, informs the Central Construction Office by RGVA. 502-1-272,
telephone: p. 507.
“Prufer arrives Wednesday [August 19] afternoon 08.00. ”

Central Construction Office. Order No. 1888/216 for prisoner electricians with the RGVA, 502-1-316,
subject “Installation of Sonderkommando Birkenau BW 20 PoW camp”: p.33.
“Installation and supply line for Sonderkommando consisting of:

19 outlets

1 supply line 200 m overhead line x 3 x 25[?]

and 600 m cable 4 x 10.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Bielitz Economic Office with ~ RGVA, 502-1-78,
the subject “Allocation of 2 wood- or producer-gas vehicles with 1 or 2 trailers p. 237.
each”:

“The local office is forced to shut down some of its vehicles due to lack of fuel. These

vehicles were used to transport building materials for construction projects under con-
struction, which were recognized by the General Plenipotentiary for the Regulation of

the Construction Industry in the Third Year of War Economy as essential to the war ef-

fort, and were ranked VII1 Up a 1 VIII and VIII E wo 19.

Since the Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police intends to

deploy vehicles powered by producer gas or wood gas for the vehicles which have been

put out of service, the same requests to be informed as soon as possible whether there is

the possibility of an allocation of purchase certificates for 2 wood-gas road tractors or

2 producer-gas vehicles, each with one or two trailers, from the allocation at your dis-

posal.

Should this not be possible, the department requests that 2 wood- or producer-gas vehi-

cles, each with 1 or 2 trailers, be made available for a period of 3 months for the time

being.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Auschwitz CC headquarters, La- Bartosik, Doc. 59,
bor Deployment Department, with the subject “Provision of additional 3 posts and P-217.

1 NCO for the unit PoW camp, circular trench, Con. Section I11.”

“Immediate measure.

The Central Construction Office requests, due to constant interruption of work by the

special actions for the unit PoW camp, Constr. Section 111 (100 prisoners, at present

with four guards) to provide with immediate effect an additional 1 NCO and 3 guards,

so that it can be used with a guarding ratio of 1:6 for urgent chess excavation work on

the Vistula trench.”

Central Construction Office. RGVA, 502-1-178,
“Minutes. On 19 Aug. 42 at 10 o 'clock in the morning, a meeting took place with the ~ p. 19.
gentlemen of the Reich railway administration Oppeln as well as the Reich railway set-
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tlement association, each of which was also attended by a representative of the SS Con-
struction Office and the commandant of the conc. camp.”

“Reichsbahnoberrat Stébler first informed the meeting that the design for the railroad
facilities will probably undergo considerable changes. It was intended, he said, to ar-
range only for a passenger-only station near the reception building, and to extend the
large freight station further southwest in the direction of Brzeszcze.”

The Central Construction Office disagreed.

“SS and Police Court XV Wroclaw. Wroclaw, August 20, 1942. APMO, D-Aul-1/3,
Telex to the headquarters of the Concentration Camp Auschwitz U/S. Inv. No. 107289,
The bodies of the prisoners who died during escape [the names of 20 prisoners with p. 4.

date of birth and registration number follow] are released for cremation.

(Bredehoft)

SS-Untersturmfihrer of the reserve.
SS Judge of the reserve”

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Of- RGVA, 502-1-313,
fice with the subject “Crematorium, cremation furnace”: p. 161.

“At the call of our Herr Chief Engineer Priifer, we are sending you enclosed 4 pieces of

drawings D 59599.”

Headquarters Order No. 15/42 commends an honest finder, a successful sportsman, Frei, pp. 162-166
and:

“Mirbeth succeeded in seizing and arresting 2 escaped French prisoners in the meadow
area near Prokocim station. ”

The order mentions the result of a fund-raising for the Red Cross; reports the inte-
gration of the camp locksmith’s and carpenter’s shop into the Deutsche
Ausristungswerke (DAW); recalls the ban on hunting in the area of interest; and
quotes a letter from the WVHA on escape attempts:

“In a short time, prisoners succeeded in three cases in escaping from the concentration
camp by means of passenger cars with SS license plates and in SS clothing, in one case
even taking firearms and ammunition with them, in the last case wearing an SS officer’s
coat and SS officer’s cap. In all cases, 2 to 3 prisoners were smuggled out of the camp
in such disguises, and on top of that in the motor vehicle.”

Therefore, close control of vehicles leaving the camp including their occupants
was ordered, as well as the secure locking of parked vehicles and close guarding of
prisoners repairing vehicles. The order further encourages saving mail, exhorts to
politeness in public transportation, reaffirms the ban on bathing in the Sola and the
use of its water because of the danger of infection by referring to a police regula-
tion; and repeats mail collection times.

Garrison Order No. 22/42 orders the replacement of the nightly manning of the Frei, pp. 166f.
large chain of posts by a control service in the camp because of the camp lock-
down.

Central Construction Office. “Fulke memo” by SS-Untersturmfiihrer Fritz Ertl with RGVA, 502-1-313,
the subject “Presence of Chief Eng. Priifer of Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, re-  pp. 159-160.
garding extending cremation facilities in the PoOW camp Auschwitz”.

“Course of Events: On August 19, 1942, at 2:00 p.m., Mr. Priifer visited the local office

in order to discuss the necessary details concerning the installation of 5 3-muffle cre-

mation furnaces in the crematorium of the PoW camp, and the new installation of 2 3-

muffle furnaces in simple construction according to plan D 59-570 and No. D 59599.

The following was determined:

1) Fitter Holick from Buchenwald will arrive here no later than August 26-27, and fitter

Koch in about 14 days. Installation of the five 3-muffle furnaces in the PoW camp will

begin immediately. The company Kéhler Myslowitz carries out the lining of the furnac-

es and flues, as well as the erection of the chimney according to the plans and specifica-
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tions of the Topf company.

2) With regard to the installation of 2 triple-muffle furnaces at each of the ‘bathing es-
tablishments for special actions’, engineer Priifer suggested that the furnaces be divert-
ed from an already-completed delivery to Mogilev, and the head of department, who
was present at the SS Economic and Administrative Main Office in Berlin, was immedi-
ately informed of this by phone and asked to make the necessary arrangements.

3) With regard to the construction of a second crematorium with 5 three-muffle furnac-
es, as well as ventilation systems, the result of the ongoing negotiations with the Reich
Security Main Office concerning the allocation of quotas must first be awaited.

4) The Topf company sent parts of a double-muffle cremation furnace to Auschwitz by
mistake, but these parts were intended for Mauthausen.

Prifer suggested that the furnace be installed here. In the meantime, the missing 2 in-
troduction doors and 2 ash-removal doors could be taken from the delivery of the 5
three-muffle cremation furnaces.

5) The damages in the newly built chimney for the existing crematorium were inspected
together with Mr. Kéhler and SS-Unterscharfiihrer Kirschnek, and the measures to be
taken were discussed. — Since the chimney lining moves as a result of the great heat, it
must pass freely at the top and must not be firmly connected to the outer shell.

6) On Thursday, August 20, 1942, together with SS-Strm. Janisch and Mr. Kéhler, the
construction site of the 5 three-muffle furnace in the PoW camp was inspected, and the
necessary details discussed.

7) Ing. Prifer asked for a written order for the delivery of the two 3-muffle and double-
muffle cremation furnaces, and for information as soon as possible as to whether the
furnaces from the Mogilev delivery could be diverted.

8) For the shipping of the missing fireclay and other material, 10 waybills are to be sent
to the Topf company immediately. ”

Handwritten note:

“24 Aug. 42 tel. Mr. Prifer informed that 2 pieces of 8 muffle furnaces can be diverted
from delivery Mogilev. Mr. Priifer informed that SS-Stubaf. Lenzer had already in-
formed him of this.”

Letter from Robert Koehler, civil engineer, to the Central Construction Office. RGVA, 502-1-313,
Koehler sends a new quote to the Central Construction Office, as requested, for the P- 157.
construction of another 15-meter-high chimney at a price of RM 3,100, with an ad-

ditional RM 2,690 in case of hiring inmates to be paid by the company; the materi-

al for the construction is quoted at RM 4,195. The bid also mentions the construc-

tion of a cremation furnace as per Central Construction Office plan 914 at a cost of

RM 12,690. A handwritten note on this letter, dated August 26, reads with regard to

the furnace, “Will not be executed.”

Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz U/S.-Oswiecim, work RGVA, 502-1-316,
card no. 1888, to the column electricians: p. 34.

“For installation of Sonderkommando Birkenau BW 30 PoW camp [high-voltage plant], RGVA, 502-1-316,
the following work is to be carried out: Installation and supply line for Sonderkomman- P- 3

do consisting of:

19 outlets

1 supply line 200 m overhead line

and 600 m of cable 4 x 10.

Started: 20 August 42. Finished: 22 August 42.

60 skilled worker hours

60 unskilled laborer hours.”

The related order 1888 “for prisoner electricians” is dated 18 August 1942,

Radio message from the commandant of Buchenwald CC, SS-Oberfiihrer Hermann TNA. HW 16-21.
Pister, to the SS-WVHA. ZIP/GPDD
“Re: Escape of prisoners. Reference: our telex no. 3956 of 30 July 42. 2130/22.3.43, n.
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The professional criminals Alfred SCHULER and Walter SCHMIDT, reported as es- ~ 21/23.
caped on 30 July 42, were brought to the camp today, after they had been arrested at

the Swiss border, as already reported on 19 Aug. 42. Permission is requested by telex to
administer a beating of 25 strokes in front of assembled prisoners. A copy of the inter-
rogation protocol by the ... is on its way to there.”

I.G. Farbenindustrie A.G. “Weekly Report No. 64/65 for the Period August 10-23, NI-15253/2.
1942”.

“The reintroduction of prisoners is not to be expected before the expiration of about 3

weeks, since a new case of illness occurred again a few days ago. The headquarters, on

the other hand, is prepared to send new arrivals directly to our camp as soon as it is

ready to receive prisoners.”

Central Construction Office, House Order No. 44. By order of the troop doctor, SS RGVA, 502-1-25,
NCOs and men of the Central Construction Office must undergo disinfestation by  p. 65.
brushing with kerosene.

Auschwitz Headquarters CC: RGVA, 502-1-31,
“Today, 24 Aug. 42, 6.30 p.m., the entire staff company lines up in front of the head-  p. 30.
quarters building for delousing.”

Letter from Robert Koehler, civil engineer, to Central Construction Office with RGVA, 502-1-313,
subject “Smoke Ducts Cremation Furnace — PoW camp, crematorium.” Bid regard- p. 151.

ing “Manufacture of smoke ducts as per your plan no. 932, and furnace as per plan

no. D 59090.”

Garrison Order No. 23/42 announces details of a pig census to be conducted Frei, p. 167
throughout the Reich.
Letter from the Central Construction Office to the head of the State Road Con- RGVA, 502-1-78,

struction Office in Teschen with the subject “Relocation of the Bielitz-Auschwitz ~ P-33.
road north of Auschwitz CC, as well as with the main collector”:

“On the occasion of the visit to Auschwitz CC on 18 July 42, Reichsfiihrer-SS and Chief

of the German Police Heinrich Himmler decided, among other things, that the Bielitz-
Auschwitz road (located on the west bank of the Sola) is to be extended or relocated in

a length of about 1600 m according to the overall development plan of the CC. The new

road layout is shown on the enclosed map.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the headquarters of the CC with the RGVA, 502-1-272,
subject “CC Auschwitz — Creation of a gas cell for horse fumigation.” p. 140.
“Enclosed are 2 letters from SS.W.V.H., Berlin, in which the construction of a gas cell DALO, R-35-10-
for horse fumigation and the creation of 27 detention cells for Auschwitz CC are envis- 452.

aged.”

This was a disinfestation facility similar to a “gassing cell for mange horses,” of
which there is a detailed construction drawing: a kind of box measuring 2.20 m x
1.96 m x 0.92 m, with an oval opening at the front (for the horse’s head), a ventila-
tor, and a pipe that opened into the top of the box.

SS garrison radio station Auschwitz. Message no. 83. Sending office: W.V.H.A. to AGK, NTN, 94, p.

Auschwitz CC. 169. APMO, D-
“Subject: travel permit. Aul-4/1a, (Travel
Ref.: your request dated 26 Aug. 42. permits), p. 8.

Permission to drive a truck to Dessau to pick up material for special treatment is here-
by granted. The truck must be accompanied by its driver.”
Attn: The Chief of the Central Office, SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Liebehenschel.

Central Construction Office. “Telegram. Topfwerke Erfurt”. RGVA, 502-1-313,
“Construction drawing for eight-muffle cremation furnace urgently required, as con-  p. 155.
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27.

31.

struction work must begin immediately. ”

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Of- RGVA, 502-1-313,
fice with the subject “Cremation furnaces for crematorium”. The Topf company ~ Pp- 152-152a.
acknowledges receipt of the telegram from the Central Construction Office of the

previous day and replies:

“At present we are busy with the production of the drawing and will send it to you in

the next few days. Contrary to the arrangement with our Chief Engineer Prifer, our fit-

ter Holick will not be there until Monday, the 31st of this month, instead of Thursday,

the 27th, in order to start the work. The slight delay in sending the fitter is due to the

fact that fitter Holick must first finish the work at his present construction site

/Buchenwald/.”

“SS and Police Court XV Breslau. Breslau, August 27, 1942. APMO, D-Aul-1/3,
Telex. To the Auschwitz CC headquarters. Inv. No. 107289,
The bodies of the prisoners who died in the escape [the names of 26 prisoners with date p. 15.

of birth and registration number follow].

are released for cremation.

(Bredehoft)

SS-Untersturmfihrer of the reserve

SS Judge of the reserve”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Chief of Office C V, GARF, 7021-108-
with the subject “Site Plan POW Camp Auschwitz”: 32,p.41.

“On the basis of the above-mentioned letter [of August 10, 1942], the spacing of the ~ RGVA, 502-1-272,
barracks of 14.00 m between the long sides was objected to, and a minimum spacing of PP- 137-138.
15.00 m was prescribed. Since the site plan intended for execution had already been

drawn up before 14 April 1942, and the work was already in full swing, the spacing of

the barracks in Construction Section Il could no longer be changed, otherwise almost

all of the barracks would have had to be removed again, but on the other hand comple-

tion was quite urgent. [...]

It is requested to return a site plan with a note of approval to here.

The enclosed site plan already takes into account the recently demanded expansion of

the POW camp to an occupancy of 200,000 men. ”

Central Construction Office. “Activity Report of SS-Uscha. Kirschnek, head of RGVA, 502-1-27,
construction, dept. above-ground construction, for the Month of August 1942.” pp. 18-21.
Work was carried out on the following structures: BW 7 a (prov. headquarters),

BW 20 Q, M, N, O, L (adding floor in CC), BW 64 (greenhouse Raisko), BW 33 C

(nursery Raisko), “BW 11 (chimney at crematorium) new smoke ducts made to the

3 pieces of double-muffle furnaces, reinforced concrete slab laid over them, light-

ning conductors installed, and handed over to the political department for opera-

tion. Work completed except for touch-up work”, BW 106, 107, 104 (new con-

struction in CC), BW 65 E (herd book barns), BW 63 (4 yard barns), BW 26 B (3

field barns), BW 71 (young cattle barns), BW 68 (Raisko laboratory), BW ? (Rais-

ko grass-drying facility), BW 13 (headquarters), BW 116 (protective-custody camp
extension, inmate lodgings), BW 31 PoW camp (prov. bakery).

Letter from the SS-WVHA, Chief of Office C VI, to the Central Construction Of- RGVA, 502-1-312,
fice with the subject “Appropriation of funds for the construction of a new chim-  P-23.

ney for the Auschwitz CC Crematorium.”

“Special remarks: In place of the old chimney, which was in danger of collapse, a new

chimney had to be constructed. The implementation order by the Chief of Office Group

C — SS-Brigadefithrer Dr. Kammler, by telex dated 2 July 42.”

Letter from the firm Albert Bskok Bauart, Bytom, to the Central Construction Of- RGVA, 502-1-313,
fice with the subject “PoW camp. BW: 30 — Review of the static calculation for the Pp- 149-149a.
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roof truss”:
“Inspection report for the wooden roof structure in Vollmar construction at CC. BW:
30 at CC Auschwitz. ”

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Of- RGVA, 502-1-313,
fice with the subject “Crematorium, Topf eight-muffle cremation furnaces”. pp. 150-151.
“We politely refer to the conversation between your Herr Untersturmfiihrer Ertel [sic]
and our Herr Chief Engineer Priifer and submit enclosed a drawing D 60125 (in tripli-
cate) for your kind usage. In accordance with your request, we have prepared the nec-
essary construction drawing for our eight-muffle cremation furnace.

It should be noted that this large furnace has 2 chimneys, which are placed to the right
and left of the furnace. When building the chimneys, a fireclay lining up to 6 m in height
is sufficient. The chimney height of 16 m, with 0.80 x 0.80 m clear diameter, should be
sufficient. We have provided wood firing for the eight-muffle furnaces, which were orig-
inally intended for Mogilev, for heating up of the furnaces. This type of firing was pre-
scribed by us from the Mogilev Construction Office, because coke is difficult to obtain
there as a heating medium. In order to avoid having to supply new coke grates because
of the faster installation, we have converted the wood-fired furnaces to coke-fired fur-
naces, and used the inclined grate and flat grate bars for this purpose. Consequently, 2
generators will receive only flat grate bars, and the other 2 generators will receive in-
clined grate bars, which we will design as flat grates.

At the same time, we inform you that in particular the inclined grate bars will not have
a long service life during coke firing. Therefore, we recommend you to order grate bars
for coke firing now as spare parts, for which we will send you an offer shortly.

In addition, we have not provided insulation for the outer walls of the furnaces destined
for Mogilev due to transport difficulties to that country. However, since you wish to
have the furnaces insulated, we will soon send you a quotation for this insulation.

We have given the above-mentioned drawing to our foreman Holick, so that you can
have it sooner. [...]

Enclosure: 3 drawings D 60125 (handed over by foreman Holick). ”

The accounting books of the Tesch & Stabenow company in Hamburg show a de-  TNA, WO 309-
livery of 1,008 kg of Zyklon B to Auschwitz CC, corresponding to a value of RM  1603.
6,381.

September 1942

1,

Central Construction Office. “Activity Report for the Month of August 1942” by ~ RGVA, 502-1-24,
civilian employee Teichmann. Work was done on the following structures: BW pp. 199-200.
135, 136, 126, 127, 138, 137, 134, 125, reception building and laundry, slaughter-

house annex, concrete workshops, backup power plant, pressure boiler plant, con-

struction-office barracks, construction-office utility barracks, House 28, district

heating duct, new construction yard, pump sheds.

Radio message: TNA. HW 16-21.
“To Office D Il. From Administration of Auschwitz CC. ZIPIGPDD

SS Sturmbannfiihrer BURGER ... personally to him given order of SS Obergruppenfiih- 223b/16.8.42 [sic],
rer ... goes off ... of the special tasks of the dental station ... verbally... an ... passed on N-2/3.

the ... Order was passed on by Obersturmbannfiihrer JOST to the head of the dental

station SS Untersturmfiihrer SAUTTER. A decision is requested. ”

Radio message from SS-WVHA to Hinzert CC. TNA. HW 16-21.

“Executions will only be carried out by order of the Reich Security Main Office. ” ZIP/GPDD
223b/16.8.42 [sic],
n. 64.

Radio message from Auschwitz CC to SS-WVHA, Office DIII: TNA, HW16-21.

“Deaths reported for the period 1 to 31 Aug. 42. Men’s CC 68.9, women’s CC 1525.  ZIP/GPDD
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I.V. ... rest missed...”
The decodes were concluded with the following heading: “Deaths in Auschwitz

147

223b/16.8.42,
n. 24; HW 16-10,

concentration camp. GPDD 223b of 1.1X.42.” The figure for the men’s CC is 6,889 sheet without ar-

(or 6,829). Another summary of the decodes speaks of 6,829 men and 1,525 wom-
en.

Radio message from SS garrison physician, SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Kurt Uhlenbrock,
to SS-WVHA, Office D III:

“By telex of the Hygiene Institute of the Waffen-SS dated 4 Aug. 42, the SS garrison
physician was assured of further quantities of typhus vaccine probably in about 4 days.

Notification is requested as to whether delivery of the vaccine can be expected and what

quantities will be made available.”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Enno Lolling (SS-WVHA, Office D
111) to the SS camp physician of Auschwitz CC:

“Until the arrival of the first camp physician, SS Obersturmfiihrer Wirths on 4 Sept. 42,
Hauptsturmfiihrer Uhlenbrock will take over as deputy.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to Huta, Bellow- and Above-Ground
Construction, Inc., Kattowitz, with the subject “Isolation works at crematorium in
PoW camp”.

“The two troughs of the above building have already been completed for about 10 days,
so that the insulation work must be started immediately. ”

The work of the Huta company is to begin on September 7.

The head of the Central Construction Office transmits the construction report for
August 1942 to the CC’s headquarters. This construction report has not been pre-
served.

Commandant’s Order No. 16/42 commends two honest finders of cash; reports the
transfer of the management of the department weapons a. equipment; solicits dona-
tions for Winter Relief Charity; decrees that any stay at Miendzybrodzie ski lodge
must be authorized; announces a soccer and a handball game; reminds to use the
camp’s correct sender address; mentions that bathing in the Sola River is permitted
only upriver from the camp; explains rules for wearing decorations and insignia;
forbids carrying rapiers; and lists 5 found objects.

Radio message from SS-Obersturmfiihrer Karl Sommer (SS-WVHA, Office Group
D) to Mauthausen CC:

“A transfer of the 1,000 prisoners needed there is only possible after the camp lock-
down has been lifted at AU CC. Prisoners are not available in other camps at the pre-
sent time.”

Letter from the Auschwitz CC headquarters to all divisions:

“The troop doctor informs that delousing ointment has arrived for the troops. The fol-
lowing is ordered: ”

Instructions for the application of the ointment follow.

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Office with the
subject “Crematorium, Topf eight-muffle cremation furnaces”:

Enclosed we are sending you a drawing D 59555, representing the foundation for the
eight-muffle furnace, in duplicate. In addition, you will receive drawing D 60129, also
in duplicate, showing the masonry anchoring for the eight-muffle furnace, and a list of
the anchoring irons, in triplicate, according to which you can manufacture the anchor-
ing and the foundation at no cost to us.

The construction drawing of the eight-muffle furnace will be sent to you on Tuesday of
next week at the latest, since we must first change the wood firing into generator firing

chival reference.
HW16-6. German
Police, 40/42.

TNA. HW 16-21.
ZIP/GPDD
224b/25.2.43, n.
33/34.

TNA. HW 16-21.
ZIP/GPDD
224b/25.2.43, n.
8.

RGVA, 502-1-313,
p. 145.

RGVA, 502-1-24,
p. 172.

Frei, pp. 168-170

TNA. HW 16-21.
ZIP/GPDD
226b/19.9.42, n.
1.

RGVA, 502-1-332,
p.74.

RGVA, 502-1-313,
p. 140.
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(for coke). Therefore, the foundation plan and the anchoring drawing had to be
changed as well, otherwise you would have had these documents in your possession
long ago.”

J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt. Order No. 41/2435/1. Password: Mogilev. Ordered by:
Central Construction Office of the Waffen SS Auschwitz. Object: Anchoring for an
8-muffle furnace. List of anchoring parts.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, the Chief of Office
C V, with the subject “Procurement of Bitumen Cardboard and Adhesive Com-
pound”.
For the “crematorium construction project” are needed:
“7,100 sg.m. of bare bituminous cardboard 500 sg.m.
10,100 kg bitumen

4,000 " adhesive tar compound

800 " of primer.”

Letter from the leader of the Labor Service, SS-Oberscharfiihrer Jakob Fries, to the
head of Labor Deployment (Schwarz) with the subject “Prisoner 461906".

The author lists the later assignments of Jewish prisoner No. 46106 (diesel me-
chanic). The Construction Office’s claim that this inmate was transferred from
Fries’ office to the motor pool is unfounded, “since he was assigned by the fore-
man of the motor pool himself.”

Headquarters Auschwitz CC.

“As of Tuesday, 8 Sept. 42, the start of work for the prisoners is as follows:
Protective-custody camp: 6.30 a.m.

PoW camp. and women’s CC: 7.00 a.m.”

Central Construction Office, “Activity Report of the Motor Pool of the Central
Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz for the Month of Au-
gust 1942”.

“Vehicle deployment (summary)

vehicle deployment daily on average 9 trucks
total trips in the above period 1483
kilometers driven " " " 8734

Fuel consumed " " " gasoline 1009
diesel 3073 = 4082”

A detailed report follows.

Letter from the SS-WVHA, the Chief of Office D Ill, to the SS garrison physician
Auschwitz with the subject “Malaria control in Auschwitz CC”:

“In the camp area there, adult malaria mosquitoes were found in numerous places, es-
pecially in the pig and cattle pens and in houses formerly occupied by Poles. In addi-
tion, water samples were taken from numerous open-water areas that showed larvae of
malaria-transmitting mosquitoes. These are ponds and swamps in the entire camp area,
but especially in the vicinity of the dog handler school and the fish ponds. The entire
area surrounding Auschwitz CC is considered a malaria area.

In order to prevent malaria from assuming an epidemic character in Auschwitz CC, de-
fensive measures are to be taken.

To this end, a Waffen-SS hygiene institute is set up there in the fall of 1942.

For the time being, the following measures are ordered for mechanical control: De-
struction of anopheline eggs and larvae in summer by means of petroleum and Schwein-
furt Green. A mixture of 1 gram of Schweinfurt Green and 100 grams of ordinary road
dust is sprayed on 10 square meters of water surface. This kills the Anopheles larvae.
Elimination of ponds and emerging groundwater by drainage. In winter, kill breeding
sites in cellars and barns by spraying powdered Dalmat or flaming the walls with kero-

RGVA, 502-1-313,
p. 142.

RGVA, 502-1-265,
p. 457.

RGVA, 502-1-256,
p. 201.

RGVA, 502-1-31,
p. 28.

RGVA, 502-1-181,
pp. 263-270.

RGVA, 502-1-332,
pp. 136-137.
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sene torches, burning sulfur, and spraying the walls with suitable solutions. Rain bar-
rels and other breeding sites for Anopheles larvae are to be monitored. Instruct SS per-
sonnel on malaria through leaflets. Flit is also to be tried out. Close cooperation with
the headquarters or construction office is required.

Prophylactic medication may be ordered by the SS garrison physician Auschwitz on his
own authority, if necessary.

In addition, the closest cooperation with the Hygiene Institute of the Waffen-SS is or-
dered.”

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Office with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
subject “Crematorium, Topf Eight-Muffle Cremation Furnace”: pp. 139-139%.
“Enclosed please find drawing D 60132, from which the construction of the Topf eight-

muffle cremation furnace can be seen. As you have already been informed, we first had

to change the wood generators into coke generators, while retaining the grate bars for

the wood firing.

The furnace design shows you that we provided one generator for every two muffles.

Two generators are placed in the center of each furnace. Four muffles each require a

chimney, the size of which we have already indicated to you.

We hope that according to the foundation plan for protruding furnaces sent to you in

the meantime, you have laid the foundations, so that our foreman Wilhelm Koch, who

will be coming to there in about 8 days, can start setting up the furnaces. ”

8. J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt. Dispatch note to the Central Construction Office. Rail car RGVA, 502-1-313,
no. 82505/France contains “2 compl. eight-muffle cremation furnaces”: Compo-  pp. 143-144.
nents totaling 12,186 kg.

SS New Construction Office Auschwitz CC. Work card. Order No. 1962: RGVA, 502-2-8, p.
“Object: anchors for 5 pieces of muffle furnaces according to enclosed drawing. 37

Applicant: PoW camp, crematorium B.W. 30 (Topf a. Sons).

Started: 9 Sept. 1942. Finished: 11 Dec. 1942.”

J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, Department D I1V. Memo from Chief Engineer Kurt Schile,
Prifer with the subject “Crematorium-Auschwitz”: p. 442,
“Confidential! Secret! NO-1288

8 Sept. 42 Herr Obersturmfilhrer Krone* calls and explains that he has been ordered to
Brigadefiihrer Kdmmer [sic] and has to report on his inspection of the crematorium in
Auschwitz, from which he returned yesterday. He could not figure out the plant in
Auschwitz, and therefore wanted to find out exactly how many muffles were in operation
there at the present time, and how many furnaces with muffles we are building there at
the present time and were still supplying.

| stated that 3 two-muffle furnaces with an output of 250 per day were currently in op-
eration. In addition, 5 three-muffle furnaces with a daily capacity of 800 were now un-
der construction. 2 eight-muffle furnaces with a daily capacity of 800 each, which had
been diverted from Mogilev, would be shipped today and in the next few days.

Mr. K. explained that this number of muffles was not yet sufficient; we are to deliver
more furnaces as soon as possible.

It would therefore be expedient for me to come to Berlin on Thursday morning to talk
with Mr. K. about further deliveries. | should bring documents about Auschwitz with
me, so that the urgent calls would finally be silenced.

I have promised the visit for Thursday. ”

* According to the organizational chart of Office Group C of the SS-WVHA dated December
29, 1942, SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Krone was Chief of Department CI11/3, Mechanical Engi-
neering.

The accounting books of the Tesch & Stabenow company in Hamburg show a de-  TNA, WO 309-
livery of 504 kg of Zyklon B to Auschwitz CC, corresponding to a value of RM  1603.
3,190.
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[8] Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
August” for the construction project Auschwitz CC. pp. 38-39.
Structures Start
1. BW 3: women’s branch camp: prov. laundry, prov. effects 2/3/1942 100%

storage barracks, delousing, sanitary facilities

2. BW 7A: inmate lodgings (for now prov. troop lodgings) 12/5/1942 65%
3. BW 8: prov. watchtowers (wood) 1/6/1940 65%
4. BW 9: sewerage 1/6/1940 55%
5. BW 11: crematorium (new chimney) [finished 10/8/1942] 12/6/1942 100%
6. BW 20K: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 2) 18/6/1942 55%
7. BW 20 L: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 11) 20/5/1942 70%
8. BW 20M: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 12) 20/5/1942  50%
9. BW 200: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 14) 18/5/1942 35%
10: BW 20Q: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 16) 18/5/1942 70%
11. BW 21: road construction 1/6/1940 65%
12. BW 24: commandant’s residence 5/1/1942 100%
13. BW 27: residences for married NCOs 1/7/1940 75%
14. BW 29: water-supply plant 1/6/1940 35%
15. BW 36B: officers’ lodgings and residences for married of-  10/7/1941 80%
ficers
16. BW 36D: officers’ lodging barracks 1 16/11/1941 35%
17. BW 40: SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus” 2/2/1942 100%
18. BW 41: fencing in protective-custody camp 1/6/1940 30%
19. BW 49: electr. outdoor facilities 1/6/1940 45%
20. BW 54: gardening facilities 1/4/1941 65%
21. BW 28: delousing and effects barracks 3/6/1942 100%
22. BW 105: inmate lodgings no. 23 10/9/1941 100%
23. BW 106: inmate lodgings no. 24 10/11/1941 95%
24. BW 118: inmate lodgings no. 26 7/7/1942 5%
25. BW 125: inmate lodgings no. 32 7/7/1942 5%
26. BW 134: inmate lodgings no. 36 7/5/1942 25%
27. BW 135: inmate lodgings no. 37 7/5/1942  35%
28. BW 136: inmate lodgings no. 38 15/4/1942 35%
29. BW 137: inmate lodgings no. 39 15/4/1942 45%
30. BW 138: inmate lodgings no. 40 15/4/1942 50%

31. BW 160: laundry and reception building with delousing 12/10/1941 20%
and inmate bath

32. BW 201: main collector ditch with sewage treatment plant 15/11/1941 20%
and digester-gas extraction

33. BW 36C: completion of residence for the of agricultural 4/5/1942 100%
enterprises
34. BW 33C: slaughterhouse extension 1/4/1942  80%
35. BW 13: completion of cells in headquarters’ building 27/7/1942 80%
36. BW 173: headquarters’ a. headquarters’ lodging building 18/7/1942 2%
37. BW 23A: transformer station 28/7/1942 60%
38. BW 23B: backup electric generator 28/7/1942 45%
39. BW 161: prov. district heating plant 27/8/1942 3%
40. BW 209: temp. bridge across Sola 28/8/1942 1%
41. BW 31.: utility building / /
42. BW 20N: inmate lodgings (adding floor Block 13) 5/8/1942 5%

Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
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August” for the construction project Construction Yard | + Il Auschwitz: pp. 42, 44.
Structures Start
1. BW 19: finishing inmate workshop barracks 1/7/1940 90%
2. BW 37B: construction-office barracks 1/4/1942 100%
3. BW 37C: construction office’s lodging barracks 1/7/1940 100%
4. BW 50: storage shed for construction material 1/7/1940 90%
5. BW 71: horse-stable barracks for storing construction mate-  4/5/1942  65%
rial
6. BW 32C: civilian workers’ lodging barracks 17/8/1942 5%
7. BW 2: leveling terrain 20/8/1942 3%
Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
August” for the construction project main utility camp Auschwitz: p. 45.
Structures Start
1. BW 7: 2 warehouse barracks 1/6/1942  25%
2. BW 8: potato storage 20/9/1941 5%
Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
August” for the construction project PoW camp Auschwitz: pp. 40-41
Structures Start
1. BW 2: drainage of the terrain 16/3/1942 35%
2. BW 3a: 30 brick lodging barracks 7/10/1941 100%
3. BW 3Db: 24 lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks) 12/3/1942 100%
4. BW 3c-d: 144 lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks) 23/3/1942  90%
5. BW 4a: utility barracks 1 + 2 4/12/1941 100%
6. BW 4b: storage barracks 4/12/1941 100%
7: BW 4d: 9 storage & laundry barracks 10/7/1942 80%
8. BW 5a: delousing barracks 1 4/12/1941 100%
9. BW 5h: delousing barracks 2 6/3/1942 100%
10. BW 6a: 5 wash barracks 4/3/1942 100%
11. BW 6b: 9 wash barracks 2/7/1942 100%
12. BW 7a: 5 toilet barracks 4/3/1942 100%
13. BW 7b: 9 toilet barracks 2/7/1942  80%
14. BW 8a: 1 morgue barracks 5/1/1942 100%
15. BW 9: entrance building quarantine camp 5/12/1941 100%
16. BW 12c: 2 infirmary barracks 15/7/1942 100%
17. BW 13: watchtowers, wood 10/3/1942 40%
18. BW 14: barracks camp for the guard unit 1/7/1942 50%
19. BW 16: access roads 7/10/1941 70%
20. BW 17: road construction inside of camp 5/4/1942 30%
21. BW 18: sewerage and sewage treatment plant 21/10/1941 45%
22. BW 19: water-supply plants 5/1/1942 50%
23. BW 20/21: high-voltage plant and high-voltage power line 16/11/1941 100%
feed
24. BW 24: fences (electr. wire) 8/11/1941 50%
25. BW 25: wire fences for camp subdivision 1/12/1941 50%
26. BW 26: transformer station 6/12/1941 100%
27. BW 30: crematorium 2/7/1942  25%
28. BW 31: bakery 21/11/1941 60%
Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
August” for the construction project agriculture Auschwitz: p. 43.

1. BW 33A: existing stable and ancillary facilities 1/6/1940 45%
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2. BW 33C: nursery with greenhouse in Raisko 23/2 1942 100%
3. BW 64: large greenhouse facility in Raisko 23/2/1942  40%
4. BW 65A: duck-breeding barn in Harmense 16/2/1942 100%
5. BW 65B: poultry-breeding barns and 4/5/1942 35%
6. BW65E: rearing barns 4/5/1942 45%
7. BW 71: horse-stable barracks (stable yards etc.) 20/3/1942  65%
8. BW 26B: 2 field barns 10/7/1942  15%
9. BW 63: 3 yard barns 27/7/1942  45%
10. BW 68: laboratory 17/8/1942 15%
11. BW 76: grass-drying facility 20/8/1942 15%

10. With this date begins the second operation book of the surgical department (Block 1SD, KL Ausch-
21) of the prisoner infirmary of Auschwitz CC. It refers to the period from Sep- ~ witz, folder 158.
tember 10, 1942 to February 22, 1943 and contains 193 pages (the last two are
blank). The first number is 11,051, the last 14,172.

Garrison Order No. 24/42 announces office hours of SS family physician. Frei, p. 170

11. Letter from the Central Construction Office to HUTA Above- and Below-Ground ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
Construction, Kattowitz, with the subject “Provision of bricklayers for the con- p. 135.
struction of the crematorium in the PoW camp””:

“For the construction of the furnaces in the crematorium of the PoW camp, 5 bricklay-
ers are absolutely necessary. The same are to be withdrawn from the construction site

of the main collection depot — sewage plant, and placed at the disposal of the Topf and
Sons Company, which supplies the iron parts. They will be charged by the hour.”

Headquarters Order No. 17/42 contains two long lists of promotions and awards,  Frei, pp. 171-173
commends three honest finders of cash, gives rules of conduct for weekend vaca-

tions at the Miendzybrodzie SS hut, decrees that during the camp lockdown vaca-

tion passes and duty-travel passes must be counter-signed separately, explains rules

for private mail sent abroad, mentions a lost gas mask, and decrees the registration

of binoculars.

12. “Cost estimate V for the installation of 19 delousing chambers for the hydrogen- ~ RGVA, 502-1-137,
cyanide delousing plant at Auschwitz CC (BW 160), prepared by Friedrich Boos. ~ pp. 13-16.
Total cost: RM 34,518.65, plus RM 4,200 for transport rail cars.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Chief President, Plenipotentiary RGVA, 502-1-78,
for Local Transport, Breslau, with the subject “Ordering of 3 wood-gas vehicles P 11.
with 2 trailers each, or 2 wood-gas road tractors with 3 trailers each”.

“The Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police requests Mr.

Chief President makes available 3 wood-gas vehicles with 2 trailers each, or 2 wood-

gas road tractors with 3 trailers each on the Central or Lower Silesian territory for the
duration of 3 months for the time being.

The vehicles are urgently needed by the local office for the delivery of constrution mate-

rials of various kinds for construction projects under construction, which have been
recognized by the General Plenipotentiary for the Regulation of the Construction Indus-

try as essential to the war effort in the 3rd year of war economy, and have been classi-

fied in the ranks VII1 Up—a 1 VIIl Ewo 19.”

14. SS Economic and Administrative Main Office, Office Group D — Concentration ~ AGK, NTN, 120,
Campsl p. 113.
“Travel Permit.

For the purpose of urgent transfer of 5 trucks and an accompanying machine, travel
permission is hereby granted from Oranienburg to Auschwitz for September 14, 1942.
Reason:

Immediate transfer of the assigned trucks to the Concentration Camp Auschwitz, since
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15.

use of these vehicles for special actions must take place immediately. ”
Sgd.: The Chief of the Central Office, SS-Oberfiihrer Liebehenschel.

Letter from the SS-WVHA, the Chief of Office C Ill, to the Central Construction RGVA, 502-1-149,
Office with the subject “Water supply, Auschwitz CC”: p. 227.

“On a business trip by SS-Obersturmfiihrer Krone to Auschwitz CC, it was discovered

that the water consumption in the camp there could not be determined. ”

SS-WVHA. “Compilation of the necessary construction materials and barracks™: ~ VMM. HC.
“Subject: Auschwitz CC.

In order to carry out the special treatment, the following additional barracks are still
required for the following.”

This is followed by the list of barracks for Construction Sections Il and 111, Troop
Lodgings 1 and for the treatment of effects. The following page lists the construc-
tion materials required for makeshift solid structures:

“Crematorium | with special cellar.

Crematorium Il 2 [sic] with special cellar.

2 pieces 8 muffle-furnaces

warehouse with basement

bakery

disinfestation plant with 4 chambers.”

Garrison Order No. 25/42 gives extremely detailed instructions for the delousing of Frei, pp. 174f.
all troops and disinfestation of their clothing and quarters to take place from Sep-
tember 15 to 24, as well as for the measures to be taken thereafter for the purpose
of prevention:

“The units listed in each case shall bring their entire uniforms — including caps, cloth-
ing and linen, as well as equipment (belt, leather gear, steel helmet, shoes, boots, etc.)
to the disinfestation chamber in Block 3a at 7:00 a.m. of the day set aside for them.
Trucks are to be provided. These items are to be turned in together with 2 designated
hangers wrapped into each man’s sheet, which is to be tied up and marked with the in-
dividual 's name. At the same time, the Fourier of each company will arrange for the
surrender of all remaining bedding (pillow and blanket covers, as well as blankets of
any kind). The men keep only the most necessary linen and their drill uniform. After-
wards, a thorough cleaning of the accommodation is carried out with the help of a med-
ical orderly, who also brings disinfection material. It is advisable to assign an inmate
unit for the rough cleaning work. At the time of the same day indicated in Section I,
the company in question will again be led en masse to the body delousing in Block 2,
where suitable showers and rooms are available. The men are to be instructed to have
their head hair cut as short as possible beforehand. The body delousing is performed by
trained medical orderlies. This is followed by thorough cleaning using soap provided. A
sufficient number of towels must also be kept ready. After this, each man receives back
his now deloused linen and uniform, and the rest is taken back to the quarters on pro-
vided carts. On the following day, the men will receive back the clothes they had taken
off before the delousing.

Each company notifies the garrison physician of its readiness to do so by the preceding
evening of its scheduled delousing day.

The staff sergeant of each company will arrange for the clothing of any men prevented
by illness, etc. to be fumigated, and shall keep a list thereof. After the return of these
men, they are to be sent without delay to the SS infirmary, where their bodies will be de-
loused. These men may not enter the quarters until they have been deloused and present
a certificate to that effect. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-312,
subject “Eight-muffle cremation furnace Auschwitz CC, your order 41/2435/1”: p.22.

“The receipt of the above offer [dated September 2, 1942] is acknowledged. On the ba-

sis of this, you are hereby awarded an order for:



154 THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — SEPTEMBER 1942

4 pcs. cast-iron doors with cast-iron frame, spiral handles and chamotte lining each
RM 180.- 360.
For the insulation of 2 furnaces:
2500 pcs of insulating bricks each
600 kg slag wool each
for one furnace 609.- 1218.- RM
Generator grate bars (for firing coke)
serving as reserve: (for 2 furnaces)
Each generator grate 1.0 x 1.2 m2, consisting of 17 edge irons each 1.20 m long, 40 x
40 mm, incl. 2 such irons with the same dimensions for supporting the grate.
Price for 1 generator: RM 210.
" " 1 furnace with 4 muffles accordingly 840.- 1618.- RM.

The Friedrich Boos Company sends its bid to the Central Construction Office for  RGVA, 502-1-137,
the “Reception and bathing building with delousing”. The cost estimate V for the ~ pp. 23-27.
hydrogen-cyanide delousing plant is the one mentioned in the entry for September

15, 1942. For the inmate-bathing facility, 141 shower stations are planned, for the

delousing bath 59. Total cost: 111,234.94 RM.

Radio message No. 52. sending agency: W.V.H.A: AGK, NTN, 94, p.
“Re. ‘travel permit’. 170.

Travel permit for a passenger car from Au. to Litzmannstadt and back for the purpose

of visiting the experimental station for field furnaces Aktion Reinhard is hereby granted

for 16 Sept. 42. The travel permit is to be given to the driver, Sgd. Gliicks. “

Letter from the SS-WVHA, head of Office Group C, to the General Plenipotentiary GARF, 7021-108-
for the Regulation of the Construction Industry, Berlin, with the subject “Special ~ 32,p. 43.
Construction Tasks for Auschwitz CC”:

“With reference to the discussion between Reichsminister Prof. Speer and SS-

Gruppenfiihrer and General of the Waffen-SS Pohl,® I communicate below the addition-

al construction volume for the special program of the Auschwitz CC as follows: [...]

The work will be carried out essentially by prisoners. The construction time for the en-

tire building project is estimated at 50 working weeks. In addition to the prisoners, an

average of 350 skilled and unskilled workers will be needed. This results in 105,000

days’ work. In view of the special nature of the measure, | furthermore ask that the nec-

essary construction volume and materials be made available.”

16. Radio message from SS-WVHA to Auschwitz CC: TNA, HW 16-21.
“SS Sturmbannfiihrer Dr. CAESAR. ZIP/GPDD
Re: SS work with rubber plants. Reference: your telex no. 27075, dated 13 Aug. 42. 238b/12.3.43, n.
MESCHETSCHOK set out on march this morning 0510 hours from MINSK. M. re- 3/a.

ceived a travel advance of RM. 25, reimbursement of which is requested.
The Ssupf.[?] in White Ruthenia, MINSK. ”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Arthur Liebehenschel (SS-WVHA, TNA, HW 16-21.
Office D 1) to Auschwitz CC: ZIPIGPDD
“Secret! The SS and German Police Command has ordered the arrest of 5,000 French- 2380/12.3.43, n.
men, who are to be transferred immediately to Germany to MAUTHUSEN [sic] and 18.
AUSCHWITZ concentration camps. This notification is made for the time being ... The

more detailed provisions of the Reich Security Main Office are to be awaited. ”

Radio message from SS-WVHA to Auschwitz CC: TNA, HW 16-21.
“... members of the dog handler squadron, after having carried out delousing and dis- ~ ZIP/GPDD
infestation, are permitted in compliance with the known precautionary measures. ” fg?zbo/ 12.343,n.

5 See the related entry for September 16, 1942.
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Letter from SS Gruppenfiihrer and General der Waffen-SS Oswald Pohl to BAK, NS 19/14,
Reichsfiihrer-SS with subject “a) armament work b) bomb damage”: sheet 131-133.
“Reichsflhrer!

Yesterday the meeting with Reich Minister Prof. Speer took place. The following per-
sons participated:

Reichsminister Prof. Speer,

SS-Gruppenfiihrer Pohl,

SS-Brigadefiihrer Staatsrat Dr. Schieber

Dipl. Ing. Sauer,

Ministerialrat Steffen,

Ministerialrat Dr. Briese,

SS Brigadefihrer Dr. Ing. Kammler.

Subject:

1.) Enlargement of Auschwitz barracks camp as a result of eastward migration.

2) Assumption by the CC of closed armament tasks of the greatest magnitude.

3) Bomb damage assistance by the CCs.

4) Fallersleben light-metal foundry.

The outcome of the meeting was as follows:

To 1) Reich Minister Prof. Speer has approved the enlargement of the Auschwitz bar-
racks camp to its full extent, and has made available an additional construction volume
for Auschwitz in the amount of 13.7 million Reichsmarks.

This construction volume includes the erection of approximately 300 barracks with the
necessary utility and supplementary facilities.

The necessary raw materials will be allocated in the 4th quarter of 1942 and in the 1st,
2nd and 3rd quarters of 1943.

When this additional construction program has been carried out, Auschwitz will be able
to house a total of 132,000 men. [...]

The German and foreign workers thus released from these plants, however, are to be
used to fill the labor gaps in similar armaments plants.

In this way, Reich Minister Speer intends to ensure the short-term employment of an ini-
tial 50,000 Jews capable of working in closed existing factories with existing accommo-
dation facilities.

The manpower necessary for this purpose will be siphoned off primarily in Auschwitz
from the eastward migration, so that our existing operational facilities will not be dis-
turbed in their performance and structure by a permanent change of manpower.

The Jews who are fit for work and destined for the eastward migration will therefore
have to interrupt their journey and do armament work.

In this connection, | immediately demanded that a labor deployment of these Jews in
areas from which they have emigrated must be avoided at all costs. ”

The Central Construction Office sends the following plans of BW 30 (crematori- ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
um) to HUTA Above- and Below-Ground Construction for the purpose of insula-  P- 130.

tion works:

Nos. 932, 933, 936, 1341, 1541, 1311, 1173/74, 980, 1300, 1301, 935, 937, 938.

Central Construction Office, “Travel Report on the Service Trip to Litzmannstadt.” RGVA, 502-1-336,
“Purpose of the trip: visit to a special facility. p. 69.
Departure from Auschwitz on 16 Sept. 1942 5 a.m. by passenger car. From the head-
quarters of Auschwitz CC.

Participants: SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Hoss, SS-Untersturmfihrer Hossler

and SS-Untersturmflihrer Dejaco.

Arrival in Litzmannstadt at 9 o ‘clock in the morning. There was a tour of the ghetto, fol-
lowed by a drive to the special facility. Inspection of the special facility and discussion

with SS-Standartenfiihrer Blobel about the construction of such a facility. The construc-

tion materials ordered from Ostdeutsche Baustoffwerke, Posen, Wilhelm Gustloffstr.

under special order of Staf. Blobel are to be delivered immediately to Auschwitz CC.
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The order is contained in the enclosed letter from W.V.H.[A.] and the call-off and redi-
rection of the ordered materials is to be carried out in agreement with Ostuf. Weber
from the Office C V/3 from the Central Construction Office here to take place immedi-
ately. Bills of lading in the requested number are to be sent to the above-mentioned
firm.

With reference to the discussion of SS-Staf. Blobel with Schriever & Co. of Hannover,
Birgermeister Finkstr., the ball mill for substances reserved there and already set aside
for Auschwitz CC is to be delivered. Return trip was on 17 Sept. 42, arrival in Ausch-
witz at 12 noon.

Dejaco

SS Ustuf. (F)

Enclosures:

1 carbon copy

1 sketch.”

Commandant’s Office Auschwitz CC. “Alarm regulation in case of air raid alarm!” RGVA, 502-1-31,
Instructions for: the Technical Department, the block leader on duty, the DAW, the Pp. 26-27. Frei,
officer on duty, the company on duty, the leader of the camp fire department on du- PP- 176f.

ty.

“In PoW camp and women’s CC, only the fence lights are to be turned off and care is to

be taken that no lights are on in the two utility buildings. The offices, lodgings and en-

trance buildings are to be darkened. During the alarm, all fences are energized. [...]

Remark:

All houses east of the camp, the House of the Waffen-SS as well as the joiner’s shop,

carpentry shop, buildings of the workshop management and the Kluge Company are

connected to the city line and cannot be switched off by the technical department in the

main transformer station. The same are to be properly darkened. Furthermore, sand-

boxes with shovels must be provided in all buildings of the camp.

Signed: Haéss, SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer and Commandant. ”

Central Construction Office, House Decree No. 49. RGVA, 502-1-342,
“According to Garrison Order No. 25/42, another delousing operation is taking place.” p. 17.

This disinfestation of clothing and persons concerns the SS NCOs and men of the

Central Construction Office.

Central Construction Office. File memo with the subject “Auschwitz CC, bakery, RGVA, 502-1-19,
Auschwitz CC, slaughterhouse”: pp. 83f.

“[...] The bakery must be enlarged to the extent that the necessary bread for approxi-

mately 160,000 men can be produced. ”

Office W 111 of the SS-WVHA has already contacted the companies Werner u.

Pfleiderer, Oberle and Senking about the purchase of the machinery.

Central Construction Office. “Site Plan of the Auschwitz U/S Prisoner-of-War APMO, BW 2/11,
Camp,” Plan No. 1697, drawn by prisoner 15592. Like the site plan of August 15, Neg. No.21135/8.
1942, this shows the camp divided into four sections, for 60,000, 20,000, 60,000,

and 60,000 prisoners, respectively, and only Crematoria 1 and 2 are shown.

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Office with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
subject “Your letter dated 15 Sept. 42, eight-muffle cremation furnace for Ausch-  p- 127.

witz CC”.

The Topf Company confirms receipt of the order from the Central Construction Of-

fice dated September 15, 1942 for a total amount of RM 3,258.

Central Construction Office, Head of the Motor Pool, “List of Transport \ehicles RGVA, 502-1-188,
and Construction Machinery in the Service of the Central Construction Office of ~ pp. 120-122.

the Waffen-SS and Police in Auschwitz.” A detailed report follows, as well as a list

of the vehicles:
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Transport vehicles: 10
Tractors: 5
Passenger cars: 3
Motorcycles: 4
Concrete mixers: 13
Excavators: 6
Locomotives: 16
Conveyors: 3
Pumps: 11
Circular saw: 4
Road rollers: 2

Central Construction Office, “Telephone call from SS-Obersturmfiihrer Schwarz”:
“1. According to order taken, all uninhabited houses in Babitz are to be demolished.

2. By order of the camp commandant, the following prisoner units will move out tomor-
row for the construction projects Crematorium Il and the Krupp A.G. factory hall:
Crematorium Il 60 inmates

Factory Hall Krupp A.G. 100 " “

“Overview of total labor deployment.”

Detailed list of prisoners working in the 10 camp departments (camp administra-
tion, Central Construction Office, D.A.W., agriculture, main utility camp, SS-
canteen community, cement factory Gollesch., DEST, Auschwitz, Deutsche Le-
bensmittel GmbH, various private enterprises).

Auschwitz Camp |Birkenau Camp| women’s CC |Total
Deployed 9,517 3,462 9,747 22,726
Unfit for work and 2,720 760 2,001 5,481
deployment
Total 12,237 4,222 11,748 28,207

There are a total of 18,356 posts. The Central Construction Office has a total of
8,440 inmates.

“Overview of the total labor deployment”.
Detailed report, the essential data of which | summarize:
Totals Deployed  Unfit for labor and

deployment

Auschwitz Camp: 12,237 9,517 2,720
Birkenau Camp: 4,222 3,462 760
Women’s CC: 11,748 9,747 2,001
22,726 5,481

A special headquarters order sets out rules for the allocation of motorcycles.

“Visit of SS-Obergruppenfiihrer Pohl on 23 Sept. 1942”. The visit lasts four hours,
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m:

“14.00 h.

Tour of the butcher shop (43 women a. 14 men = 57)5

Tour of the protective-custody camp (capacity 15,000)

New laundry building (21 female workers, 65 male workers = 86 inmates)

Viewing of the entire site from the tower of the main utility camp

Construction yard (19 female workers, 495 [male workers] = 514 inm.)

DAW (265 “, 671 male workers = 936 inmates)

& Information in parentheses is written in pencil.
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RGVA, 502-1-313,
p. 129; 502-1-19,
p. 85.

RGVA, 502-1-19,
p. 20.

RGVA, 502-1-19,
p. 90.

Frei, p. 177

RGVA, 502-1-19,
p. 86.
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Disinfestation and effects chamber /Aktion Reinhard/

New stable yard (400 women)

Birkenau camp (capacity men 12,000 and women 18,000)

Station 2 of Aktion Reinhardt

Birkenau troop camp (523 male prisoners and 800 female prisoners)
Harmense poultry farm

Pond construction (206 men)

Dam construction on the Vistula (250 women)

Budy farm

Raisko (114 men and 130 women prisoners)

Gigester gas plant (sewage treatment plant 30 inmate workers)
Babitz farm

back via Birkenau

Duration of the tour 4 hours

6:00 p.m.

Final meeting of the participating departments in the officers” mess
8:00 p.m.

Dinner of all leaders in the officers” mess.”

“Report on the Tour of Auschwitz Concentration Camp by SS-Obergruppenfiihrer RGVA, 502-1-19,
Pohl on 23 September 42,” written by SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer and Commandant  p. 102.

Hdss. The list of sites visited is similar to the report from the previous entry. Here,

the “Disinfestation and Effects Chamber /Aktion Reinhard/” (i.e. the disinfestation

chamber of the so-called “Canada I” effects camp — BW 28, delousing and effects

barracks -, is referred to as the “Disinfestation and Effects Chamber (Jewish Reset-

tlement).”

Special headquarters order: Frei, p. 178
“Effective immediately, the Department of Labor Deployment shall be known as De-
partment Illa.”

24. “1.G. [Farben], Auschwitz branch. 20th construction meeting on September 8, 1942 NI-11138.
in Auschwitz U/S.”
“The use of French and Italian firms is also to be increased. Negotiations on this point
will take place in the Reich Office in the near future.”
“The use of prisoners and Jews by the CC is impossible at present for hygienic reasons.
In order to be able to use newly arriving Jews and prisoners who are not contaminated,
a camp is to be completed on the site in which quarters will be created for them.”
“Annex 3 to the report of the 20th construction meeting on 8 September 42 in Auschwitz
u/s.
State of health, ambulance (report by Dr. med. Peschel).
The state of health of the workers and employees at the Auschwitz construction site is
generally satisfactory. The infectious diseases occurring in the district around Ausch-
witz (malaria, typhoid fever, typhus, dysentery and, more recently, diphtheria) have
caused very few illnesses in our camps. There was certainly one case of typhus, 8 cases
of typhoid fever, and very few cases of dysentery. In 21 days of August, 2654 patients
were treated by the camp physician, which is an average of 126.3 persons per day.
There were 356 industrial accidents, one of which was fatal. [...] The X-ray machine
was put into operation in the first days of July (after overcoming ‘teething problems,’
and after the arrival of an X-ray assistant (1 Nov. 42), it will be able to work fully from
this date). In the month of August, it was used 145 times. The kitchen staff is continu-
ously bacteriologically tested in order to remove germ spreaders in these establish-
ments.
The delousing plant, operated by a disinfector, has deloused 2917 persons in 20 work-
ing days. Maximum daily output so far 680 persons. [...]
Since a major typhus epidemic has broken out in the concentration camp in Auschwitz,
and cases of typhoid fever have occurred frequently in the town of Auschwitz, the dan-
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25.

26.

gers of these two diseases were pointed out in a company roll call, and vaccination
against typhoid fever and typhus was recommended to all German and ethnic German
followers. [...] A very high percentage of the followers volunteered to be vaccinated. ”

“Contents of the meetings on the occasion of the visit of SS-Obergruppenfiihrer RGVA, 502-1-19,
Pohl to the “House of the Waffen-SS” in Auschwitz on 23 Sept. 1942.” SS- pp. 97-101.
Obersturmbannfiihrer and Commandant Rudolf Hoss writes a long report on the

meetings, the most important points of which he summarizes at the beginning:

“Items discussed:

Item 1: Boundary determination — area of interest vis-a-vis the town of Auschwitz.

Point 2: Irrigation and water extraction

Item 3: Sewage disposal

Item 4a: Relocation of the planned marshalling yard from the Auschwitz CC area

Point 4b: Relocation of the railroad outside the Auschwitz CC area of interest. ”

Central Construction Office. Note with the subject “Area of interest Auschwitz CC, RGVA, 502-1-19,
site plan 1:10,000”. The site plan is handed over to the Central Construction Office p. 91

on 24 September 1942 “on the occasion of the service meetings with the Head of

Office Group C, SS-Brigadefiihrer and Major General of the Waffen-SS Dr. Ing.

Kammler.”

SS-WVHA. Letter from Chief of Personnel Office to Office Group D, Auschwitz ~ Bartosik, Doc. 61,
CC Administration, with subject “Transfer of SS members.” p. 221.
“Effective 25 September 1942,” 2 SS-Hauptscharfiihrer, including Georg Hocker, 4
SS-Oberscharfiihrer, 1 SS-Scharfiihrer, 3 SS-Unterscharfiihrer, and 2 SS-

Sturmmanner, are “detailed to the administration of Auschwitz CC for Aktion

‘Reinhard’.”

Headquarters Order No. 18/42 mentions the result of a Red Cross fund-raiser; an-  Frei, pp. 178f.
nounces “House 7” (coffee) sales hours; promulgates rules for official travel reim-

bursements; orders that found prisoner property be turned in to the Prisoner Prop-

erty Administration, that weapons of arrested SS members be kept by the ordnance

man, that dirty laundry be first disinfested and then washed; recommends or orders

(the canteens) to boil milk; and mentions 6 found objects.

Radio message from Police Captain Wilhelm Engelbrecht on behalf of the HSSPF  TNA, HW 16-21.

Southeast. ZIP/GPDD

“To commandant of concentration camp, SS Sturmbannfithrer HOESS, AUSCHWITZ.  248a/1.10.42,n.
Rubber truncheons cannot be obtained in BRESLAU. ” 12.

General Department for Spatial Planning Kattowitz. “Note” with the subject: RGVA, 502-1-320,

“Auschwitz CC, issues of railroad, settlement, border and water, meeting in the SS pp. 48-50.
mess hall Auschwitz, on 23 Sept. 1942”.
“In order to clarify the controversial issues in the CC area in Auschwitz, the RF SS had
summoned to a meeting, which took place on 23 Sept. 1942 930 o ‘clock, under the
chairmanship of SS Obergruppenfiihrer Pohl. It was attended by

Gauleiter Bracht

District President Dr. Faust

District President Springorum
a number of representatives of the Reich SS leadership, the ministries involved, the
Reich agencies, the Kattowitz government, the Oppeln railway administration, the state
road administration, the Bielitz district administration, the Auschwitz municipal admin-
istration, the Auschwitz Conc. camp, and the 1G-Farbenwerk Auschwitz took part.
The RF SS will draw up minutes of the discussed and decided issues, which will be sent
to all participants. The following points were discussed:
1.) Auschwitz railroad station and marshalling yard [...].
2.) SS settlement at Auschwitz railroad station |...]
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3.) Small industrial area west of Auschwitz train station [...]

4.) Eastern border of CC area in the Sola area [...]

5.) Railway employee settlement [...]

6.) CC sewage plant and water supply for the central industrial area [...]”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Chief of Office RGVA, 502-1-19,
Group C, with the subject “Meeting in the House of the Waffen-SS on the Occa- ~ Pp- 92-93.
sion of the Visit of SS-Obergruppenfihrer and General of the Waffen-SS Pohl at
Auschwitz on 23 Sept. 42.”

SS-Hauptsturmfihrer Bischoff transmits a list dated September 23 with the names
of the “participants in the meetings on the occasion of the presence of SS-
Obergruppenfihrer Pohl.”

“SS-Obergruppenfihrer Pohl

SS-Brigadefiihrer Kammler

SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Gétze

SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Schminke

SS-Hauptsturmfuhrer Sperling

SS-Obersturmfihrer Dr. Ast

Gauleiter Bracht

Reg.-Prasident Dr. Faust

Reg.-Prasident Springorum

Reg.-Direktor Frantz

Ober-Regierungs- und Baurat Wittmer

Regierungsrat Lohmann

Amtskommissar Butz

Architekt Stossberg

Landrat Ziegler

Professor Konrich (Reichsinnenministerium)

Stadtbaudirektor Ddscher (Reichsarbeitsministerium Pruftst.)

Beratender Ingenieur Kind

Provinzialbaurat Kloss (G.B. Bau)

Oberbaudirektor Muller (Speer)

Sparingenieur Holthey

Reichsbhahn

1.G. Dr. Ambros

1.G. Dr. Faust

I.G. Dr. Durrfeld.”

[28] Letter from the camp commandant to Gebr. Poensgen A.G. with the subject “KL.  RGVA, 502-1-347,
Auschwitz, laundry”: pp. 237-238.
“From your letter to the Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz
Police dated 28 Sept. 1942, it can be seen that the large machines for the laundry under
construction cannot be delivered until the end of 1943, March 1944, June 1944, and
partly at an indefinite time.

This is intolerable for the local camp for the following reasons:

The laundry of about 40,000 people cannot be accommodated in the surrounding laun-
dries. The nearest laundry that accepts laundry at all is about 40 km from here, and
there is no other laundry available in the entire district.

Since various infectious diseases such as typhus and the like are currently prevalent in
the camp, and for this reason a camp lockdown had to be imposed by higher authori-
ties, the cleaning and disinfection of the laundry is of crucial importance, and only in
this way can the diseases be contained. The danger of transmission of these diseases ex-
ists not only for the troops and their families living here, but also for the city of Ausch-
witz and the workers of the new Buna factory to be built there.

29. Letter from the Central Construction Office to Huta A.G. Kattowitz with the sub-  RGVA, 502-1-313,
p. 119.




THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 161

30.

ject “Confirmation of need for bituminous cardboard and adhesive mass, BW.
Crematorium PoW camp.”

“As it has been noted, the demand for tar adhesive mass has been stated as 4000 kg,
while the Raw Materials Office, Personal Staff RF SS has confirmed the demand as
4800 kg.”

Central Construction Office. “Cost estimate for the new construction of the sewage RGVA, 502-1-321,
and digester-gas extraction plant with main collector of Auschwitz CC B.W. 201>, pp. 6-11.
Total cost: RM 1,700,000.

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Office with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
subject “Eight-muffle cremation furnace for Auschwitz CC, our order no. p. 1138.
42/1422/3”.

“With our order-acceptance confirmation letter of the 22nd of this month, we con-

firmed, among other things, 4 cast iron doors. We made a mistake here when we deliv-

ered not 4, but 8 cast iron doors with cast-iron frames, spiral handles and fireclay lin-

ing, at the price of RM 360.-.”

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Office with the ~ APMO, BW 30/34,
subject “Crematorium, cremation furnaces”. p. 114,
“We thank you very much for the order placed with us by your telephone call of 25

Sept. for the delivery of

5 pieces of Topf three-muffle cremation ovens,

3 pieces of Topf forced-draft units and

fireclay material for the flue system [for crematorium I11...]

In the new order, we have also modified the coffin-introduction device by providing a
wrought-iron stretcher for each furnace, on which the corpses are placed, and the in-
troduction rollers located on the furnace. This eliminates the need for the entire rail

system for the introduction trolley and, in addition, the floor in the furnace chamber can

be carried out without recessing. ”

The Central Construction Office accepts the six cost estimates of the firm F. Boos, RGVA, 502-1-333,
dated September 15, 1942, for “reception building, prisoners’ bath and delousing,” p. 114.
for a total cost of RM 111,234.94.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Busching, RGVA, 502-1-280,
Head of the Construction Inspectorate of the Waffen-SS and Police — Reich South, P- 180.
Munich-Dachau, with the subject “Syllabus for Prisoners’ Masonry School”:

“As requested, | am enclosing a teaching program, a timetable, and a prisoner’s in-

struction booklet, which | hope may be useful to you as documents for the possible

planned establishment of a prisoner’s masonry school. ”

Letter from Central Construction Office to SS-WVHA, Chief of Office C V, sub-  RGVA, 502-1-265,
ject “Request for 100 pairs of roofing shoes.” p. 1.

“The roofing shoes are needed for the prisoner roofing column, which is to perform all

roofing work required on the construction project here. Since the column currently has

a larger job to do (tarring the lodging barracks in PoW camp) and is only equipped

with nailed shoes, they damage the roofing felt when walking on the roofs. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Mauthausen Oberdonau Concen- RGVA, 502-1-280,
tration Camp with the subject “Loading of furnace parts”: p- 27 and BAK,
“On September 22, 1942, the Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Ausch- NS 4/Ma/54.

witz Police shipped the parts listed in the enclosure for the coke-fired Topf double-

muffle cremation furnace in rail car no. 320224 to the address there and at the disposal

of the firm of J.A. Topf and Sons, engineering works in Erfurt. The furnace parts men-

tioned in the enclosure originate from a consignment of the company Topf and Sons Er-

furt, which were loaded onto rail car no. 43225 ”.
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Radio message no. 98. Sending agency: W.V.H.A. Subject: “Tour of the hair- AGK, NTN, 94, p.
processing enterprise Held in Fridland, Breslau district™: 1.

“I hereby authorize the trip by car of SS-Oberstuf. Schwarz from Auschwitz to Fried-

land to visit the Held hair-processing enterpr. in Friedland, Breslau district. Sgd.

Glicks. “

Headquarters Order No. 19/42 prohibits prisoner units from using Railroad Street  Frei, pp. 180f.
(Bahnhofstrasse); prohibits driving and riding on the Vistula dams and dikes; dis-

bands all cleaning orderlies due to lack of personnel; and reports 2 found objects

and one lost object.

A special headquarters order changes the working hours of the headquarters’ typing Frei, p. 181
pool and and offices.

Garrison Order No. 26/42 prohibits the consumption of raw fruits and vegetables  Frei, pp. 181f.
and uncooked milk because of the increasing number of typhoid-fever cases, and
forbids entering Auschwitz as the epidemic center.

October 1942
1. Central Construction Office. Note with the subject “construction supervision RGVA, 502-1-19,
measures.” p. 104,

“At the staff meeting held on September 28, 1942, with the camp commandant SS-
Obersturmbannfiihrer Héss, the undersigned, in his capacity as construction supervi-
sion authority, drew attention to the fact that no suitcases and waste from inmate effects
may be burned in the vicinity of buildings, since otherwise a large fire could break out,
to which entire parts of the camp would fall victim.

As was discovered on Saturday, September 26, 1942, the ourbreak of a fire was
prevented at the last minute caused by careless burning of old suitcases and the like
at the effects barracks south of the DAW.”

Letter from the District Administrator of the Bielitz District to the Commandant of RGVA, 502-1-332,
the Auschwitz CC with the subject “Typhus epidemic in Auschwitz”. At a meeting p. 133.

on September 28, it is decided “that it is absolutely and urgently necessary to erect

another barrack to accommodate the remaining civilian workers in the conc. camp,

because according to medical opinion, the real danger of the spread of typhus ex-

ists only among civilian workers.”

Letter from Gebr. Poensgen Inc., Disseldorf, to the Central Construction Office RGVA, 502-1-347,
with the subject “Provisional laundry”: p.221.

“We also note that the washing machines supplied so far have a total capacity of 213 kg

of dry laundry. At a 10-hour working time with 6 washing cycles, the machines perform

about 1,300 kg in 6 days, i.e. about 7,800 kg per week. If we assume a normal laundry

load of 2.2 kg per man and week, this would mean that [the laundry of] 7,000 men could

be washed. ”

Radio message from SS camp physician Friedrich Entress, to SS-WVHA, Office D TNA. HW 16-21.
II: ZIP/GPDD

“SS Scharfiihrer Karl Voss, born 15 Nov. 1906, Hundefuehrerstaffel, (corrupt groups) ~ 2530/12.10.42, n.
was admitted to Res. Infirmary Auschwitz on 30 Sept. 42 because of suspected typhus. ”

[1] Central Construction Office. “Activity Report of SS-Strm. Lubitz, head of con- RGVA, 502-1-27,
struction of the above-ground construction department. Month of September pp. 26-28.
1942.” Work was done on the following structures:

BW 7a (prov. headquarters), BW 13 (headquarters), BW 20 K, L, M, O, Q (adding
floor in CC Block 2, 1, 14, 12, 23), BW 26 B (yard barn Babitz I1), BW 33A (barn
at horse stables), BW 63 (yard barn Babitz 1), BW 63 (yard barn Budy), BW 64
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(greenhouse facility Raisko), BW 65 E (herd-book stables — Harmense), BW 68
(laboratory Raisko), BW 71 (stables Budy), BW 76 (grass-drying facility Raisko),
tower construction main utility camp, “BW 104-107 no work was done on the new
buildings because of fumigation.”), BW 116-120 (inmate lodgings), BW 157 A-E
(security workshops).

2. SS garrison radio station. Message no. 13. Sending office: W.V.H.A. to Auschwitz APMO, D-Aul-
CC: 4/1a, (travel per-
“Re.: Travel permit. mits), p. 16.
Ref.: your request dated 2 Oct. 42.

Travel permit for a 5-to. truck with trailer to Dessau and back, for the purpose of pick-
ing up materials for the resettlement of Jews, is hereby granted. The driver is to be giv-
en this permit to drive.”

Sgd.: SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Liebehenschel.

Telex from the RSHA, Office IV C 2, to the commanders and commissioners of the NO-2522.
State Police and the SD with the subject “Admission of female Jewish prisoners to
Ravensbriick CC”:

“The RF and Chief of German Police ordered on 29 Sept. 42 that the Jewish prisoners
incarcerated in the women’s concentration camp Ravensbriick are to be transferred to
the Auschwitz concentration camp, women’s department, so that the women’s CC Ra-
vensbriick will be free of Jews. The Inspector CC has already ordered the transfer of
Jewish prisoners from women’s CC Ravensbriick to Auschwitz CC. Therefore, the ad-
mission of Jewish female prisoners to the women’s CC Ravensbriick is immediately out
of the question. If, in individual cases, orders to the contrary have been issued from
here, | request that the female Jewish prisoners be transferred independently from there
to Auschwitz CC, Women’s Department. ”

3. The booklet of the title “Mason School Auschwitz CC” begins with this date. APMO, D-Aul-
It concerns 974 young prisoners (bricklayer apprentices) and contains 1,510 en-  3a/1, Ksiazka ma-
tries, up to June 1, 1943. The pages are divided into five columns with the follow- son school.
ing headings: “Serial. No./Arrival-Departure,” “Date,” “Prisoner No.,” “Last Name
and First Name,” “Remark.”

4. 1.G. Farbenindustrie A.G. “Weekly Report 70/71 for the Period from 21 Sept. to 4  NI-14489.
Oct.”:
“In the late afternoon, a tour of the Auschwitz plant was given by Obergruppenfiihrer
Pohl, preceded by a presentation by Dr. Ambros on the overall layout of the plant.
Here, the subject of our worries about the use of labor came up, which led to the follow-
ing promise by the Obergruppenfiihrer:
After completion of Camp IV, which is expected on October 15, prisoners will immedi-
ately be made available for our construction work. The Obergruppenfihrer will also try
to procure suitable labor for the assembly work through all German CCs (metalwork-
ers, electricians). The Obergruppenfiihrer will give instructions that warm clothing,
necessary for the winter, be made available to us for the Croats, Ukrainian men and
women employed on the construction site.”

5. The company F. Boos acknowledges receipt of the letter from the Central Con- RGVA, 502-1-347,
struction Office dated September 30, 1942. pp. 282-282a.
Central Construction Office. “Site Plan of the Auschwitz CC Area of Interest”. RGVA, 502-2-93,

Plan No. 1733. This site plan shows the area of the Birkenau Camp before its con- p. 14.
struction. Within the camp area, whose boundaries are marked out, 12 numbered

houses are drawn in the future Construction Section 111 (houses 903, 904, 905, 906,

907, 908, 909, 910, 911, 912, 913, 914). Outside the boundaries of the camp, to the
north, there are three more houses (nos. 586, 587, 588), to the east, in the former

village of Birkenau, appears a group of 39 houses numbered 601 to 639.
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Central Construction Office. “Construction Report for Month of September 1942, RGVA, 502-1-24,
“There were 919 civilian workers, 2906 male prisoners, 2385 female prisoners, 45 pp. 133-139.
carts, 10 motor vehicles [and other machinery] in use at the end of the month. ”

I. Auschwitz Concentration Camp Construction Project.

a) Protective-custody camp

BW 104-107: inmate lodging building.

BW 20 K: adding floor to inmate lodgings in former women’s CC.

BW 20 M, O, Q: adding floor to inmate lodgings

BW 7 A: inmate lodging building

BW 13: prov. headquarters

b) Protective-custody camp extension

BW 116-120, 125, 134, 135-138: inmate lodging building

BW 157 B: security workshop

BW 160: laundry and reception building with delousing

¢) Other buildings

BW 23 B: backup power plant

BW 161: prov. district heating plant

BW 33 B: slaughterhouse extension

BW 32 B: civilian workers’ lodging building

BW 32 C: civilian workers’ lodging barracks

BW 36 B: officers’ lodging house 35

BW 36 D: officers’ lodging barracks

BW 172: utility barracks

BW 209: temp. bridge across Sola

BW 21: road construction

BW 29: water supply

BW 9: sewerage

BW 201: storm water and main collector sewer with treatment plant and
digester-gas extraction plant

I1. Construction projects agricultural plants

BW 26: field barns

BW 33 A: straw sheds by the horse stables

BW 63: yard barns

BW 64: large greenhouse facility

BW 65 E: herd barns in Harmense

BW 68: laboratory Raisko

BW 71: stable barracks

BW 76: grass-drying facility Raisko

I11. Construction project prisoner-of-war camp Auschwitz

“In the quarantine camp (Construction Section 1), work has begun on bricking the
stoves in the barracks. The ceilings of the massive barracks are covered with Heraklith
panels, currently 4 barracks are completed. The expansion of the sauna facility in the
delousing barracks of the men’s camp was started.

In Construction Section I1, the remaining so-called horse-stable barracks were erected.
Furthermore, 3 utility barracks were erected, and concreting of the floor began. Of the
lodging barracks for the guard troops, 6 barracks were erected, and the lighting cable
was laid in 5 barracks. Furthermore, 3 toilet barracks and 1 wash barracks were erect-
ed for the guard troops. The fencing has been completed, and setting up of the spaces in
between has begun. Work continued on the access and camp roads. Drainage lines for
the wash and toilet barracks were extended by 25%. Work continued on the prov. sew-
age treatment plant and the subgrade.

At Crematory I, insulation work began on the morgue basement. Masonry work contin-
ued, and the installation of the muffle furnaces began.
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At Crematorium Il and 111, excavation work has begun.

Construction Section I11: Excavation of open trenches for surface drainage started.
Meliorations: Work already started by the agriculture dept. has been taken over.”
IV. Construction yard Auschwitz

BW 37 B-C: construction-office barracks and lodgings.

V. Construction project gravel works

BW 3: office barracks

VI Construction project workshop (Krupp)

Workshops (joinery, locksmith’s shop, carpentry, painting, glazing, motor pool).
concrete workshops

siding to the construction yard

main utility camp

surveying.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to Werner & Pfeiderer, engineering RGVA, 502-1-272,
works and oven construction, with the subject “PoW camp Auschwitz, enlargement Pp- 503-504.

of the bakery”:

“Based on the above-mentioned letter [dated September 29, 1942], the bakery of the

PoW camp, to which you will supply 4 T-8 double pull-out ovens for a supply of 160000

men with 54000 loaves of bread each weighing 1.5 kg daily, is to be enlarged. Accord-

ing to the information of the W I11 office, an additional 14 double pull-out ovens with a

daily output of 4000 loaves each at 24-hour working hours daily are required for this

purpose, and at least 2 reserve ovens must also be installed. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
subject “5 pcs. three-muffle furnace (2nd plant)”: p. 116.

“In reply to your above-mentioned writing [of September 28, 1942], we are informed

that the aeration and deaeration system for the above-mentioned 2nd plant will also be

implemented. ”

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Office with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
subject “Your letter dated 29 Sept. 42, eight-muffle cremation furnace. Our order ~ P. 115.

no. 42/1422/3:

“Furthermore, you would like a drawing of our forced-draft system. You will receive

this drawing D 59389 for your convenience. It shows the arrangement of the 3 forced-

draught units. Each forced-draft unit is designed to convey 40000 chm of flue gases per

hour against a total pressure of 30 mm water column. Each unit is driven by a motor

with a power of N =15 hp at n = 930 rpm ”.

Letter from the SS-WVHA, the Chief of Office D 1, SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer BIumenFaI, p. 73
Gerhard Maurer, to the Commandant Auschwitz CC with the subject “Jewish pris- ~(transcript).
oners”.

“The Jewish prisoners still in the various CCs in the Reich area are to be transferred to

Auschwitz. It concerns about 1600 men. Thus the CCs located on Reich territory will

become free of Jews. Poles, Ukrainians or other prisoners will be needed as replace-

ments.

I therefore ask you to inform me of the number of Poles, etc., that can be transferred to

other CCs [beyond the number of 1600], both male and female prisoners, when the

camp lockdown is lifted.”

6. Construction Office of the Waffen SS and Police Auschwitz U/S.-Oswiecim. Work RGVA, 502-1-328,
card. Order No. 2143: pp.72,71.
“For disinfestation plant, quarantine, PoW camp and women’s CC, as well as troop
lodgings PoW camp, the following work is to be carried out:
6 pcs. gas-tight doors, clear wall width 100/200. Design exactly like the doors for the J.
utility barracks; 900 linear meters slats 28 cm wide.
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Started: 29 Oct. 1942. Finished: 18 Nov. 42.”
The accompanying “Order 2143 with the same text is dated October 5, 1942.

Central Construction Office. “Site plan of the Auschwitz U/S POW camp”. With-
out plan no., drawn by prisoner no. 15592.

“Construction Section 1” is for “for 20000 inmates”, “Construction Section 2” for
60,000 and “Construction Section 3” likewise for 60,000.

Central Construction Office. “Site Plan of the Auschwitz U/S Prisoner of War
Camp. Drainage Plan.” Plan No. 1776, drawn by prisoner No. 15592.

Central Construction Office. “Site Plan Sketch” of the Deutsche Ausriistung-
swerke, drawn by SS-Unterscharfiihrer Walter Dejaco.

Central Construction Office. File memo:

“All SS NCOs and men are to report to the Central Construction Office lodging bar-
racks today, 7:00 PM. Purpose: lice inspection by a medical orderly. Appearance com-
pulsory!”

Central Construction Office. “Certificate”:

“For the purpose of supervising the manufacture of anchoring parts for the crematori-
um at PoW camp, permission is granted to foreman Wilhelm Koch of Topf & Sons to
enter the workshops of the Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz
police.”

Special headquarters order reports as new commander of SS-T-Sturmbann, SS-
Sturmbannfiihrer Hartjenstein.

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths to SS-WVHA, Chief of
Office D IlI:

“The camp commandant Auschwitz CC, SS Obersturmbannfiihrer HOESS, injured by
fall from horse on 6 Oct. 42. Admitted to SS Res. Hospital NIKOLAI on 7 Oct. 42. Di-
agnosis so far: broken ribs.”

“Obligation” of the company Helmut Prestel:

“By being charged with road construction work in the CC, the company and its follow-
ers come into contact with prisoners assigned to assistance work. The prisoners try to
approach the individual civilians and induce them to commit forbidden acts. In order to
avoid any unpleasantness with unexpected consequences, the company hereby assumes
the following obligation for itself and its followers:

I. That they shall not have any exchanges with the prisoners,

I11. that any errands for prisoners are strictly forbidden,

111. that providing letters or documents of any kind for prisoners is forbidden and will
be severely punished.

The company undertakes to set up special supervisory bodies to ensure that the above
provisions are observed, and that it and its followers are protected from harm.

Any violation must be reported immediately to the Central Construction Office with the
prisoner’s number.”

Garrison Order No. 27/42 governs the secondment of prisoners for private domes-
tic work.

A special site order relaxes the camp lockdown for SS members and their families
by allowing freedom of movement in the camp’s area of interest and permitting the
reception of visitors.

X-ray book No. 6 of the prisoner infirmary of Auschwitz CC begins with this date.
It extends from October 8 to December 20, 1942, and contains entries numbered
15389 to 17127.

OCTOBER 1942

VHA, OT 31(2)/8.

VHA, OT 31(2)/8.

RGVA, 502-2-96,
p. 31.

RGVA, 502-1-342,
p.18.

RGVA, 502-1-41,
p. 159.

Frei, p. 183

TNA. HW 16-21.
ZIP/GPDD
259b/25.10.42, n.
14/15.

RGVA, 502-1-25,
p. 372.

Frei, p. 183

Frei, p. 184

APMO, D-Aul-5/7.
ISD, folder 671.
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“Headquarters Concentration Camp Auschwitz. Ref.: KL 14 f3 10/42. /Ka.”: APMO, D-Aul-1/3,
“Re: shootings of prisoners on the run”: Inv. No. 107289,
Danziger, Adolf, 55187; Mass, Ernst, 47467; Adler, David, 66713; Herrmann, p.-2.

Adolf, 59309; Ostachiewicz, Lech, 62392; Hilsum, Elias, 66559; Sturm, Jajob
[sic], 43555; Van der Zyk, Salomon, 66633; Zisner, David, 66629; Wurms, Samu-
el, 66621.

“To the SS and Police Court XV Breslau.

Enclosed, the Commandant of Auschwitz CC submits 10 reports vs.

SS-Schiitze Margewitsch, Leon 3./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Schiitze Maslek, Stefan 1./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Schiitze Demling, Michael Ausbilds.-Komp.

SS-Schiitze Nemec, Karl, 3./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Strm. Triumph, Franz, 3./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Schiitze Kelsch, Viktor, 2./SS-T-Stuba.

for shooting the above-mentioned prisoners while they were trying to escape.

It is requested that the investigation be closed and that the bodies be released for cre-
mation, since the guards acted in accordance with their orders and not unlawfully.
The camp commandant Aumeier pp. SS-Hauptsturmfihrer. ”

“Headquarters Concentration Camp Auschwitz. Ref.: KL 14 {3 10/42. /Ka.”: APMO, D-Aul-1/3,
“Re: shootings of prisoners on the run”: Inv. No. 107289,
Engers, Heinz Gustav, 54636; Guttman, Herbert, 52169; Zondervan, Bernhard, p.3.
66627; Fuhrer, Jsrael, 66721; Mortureux, Andreas, 45905; Jacobs, Jonas, 66637;
Vreeland, Jsac, 66010; Rajchman, Aron, 57258; Schwarz, Jrene, 7046; Schwarz,
Helene, 8690

“To the SS and Police Court XV Breslau.

Enclosed, the Commandant of Auschwitz CC submits 10 reports vs.

SS-Schiitze Wirth, Alexander 1./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Strm. Lariviere, Heinz Dog Squadron

SS-Schiitze Koch, Josef 1./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Schiitze Ensin, Hermann 1./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Rottf. Stadler, Max Dog Squadron

SS-Schiitze Semmler, Arnold 2./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Schiitze Harandt, Josef 2./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Schiitze Schmidt, Ludwig 1./SS-T-Stuba.

SS-Schiitze Brucker, August 1./SS-T-Stuba.

for shooting the above-mentioned prisoners while they were trying to escape.

It is requested that the investigation be closed and that the bodies be released for cre-
mation, since the guards acted in accordance with their orders and not unlawfully.

The camp commandant Aumeier pp. SS-Hauptsturmfihrer.”

Central Construction Office. “Application for release of bitumen for waterproofing RGVA, 502-1-313,
of structures.” Preprinted questionnaire with typed responses: p.104.
“c/ Place of application: Crematorium I1 [...].

e/ Need for cardboard in sq.m.: 1520 sq.m. three-layered ground waterproofing

800 sg.m. of double-layered the same [...].

f/ need of adhesive mass: 7100 sg.m. bare bituminous cardboard size 500.

for the whole project: 11000 kg of bitumen

4500 kg tar adhesive mass

600 kg of primer [...]

How deep is the isolation (detailed justification!) since the structure is over 2 m in
groundwater. ”

The accounting books of Tesch & Stabenow in Hamburg show a delivery of 489.6 TNA, WO 309-
kg of Zyklon B to Auschwitz CC, which corresponds to a value of RM 3,099. (An  1603.
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identical delivery on the same day is most likely the result of a clerical error).

A special headquarters order announces the establishment of cobbler and tailor Frei, pp. 184f.
workshops for family members of SS members, and explains in detail procedures
and prices for certain tailoring and cobbler work.

[8] Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
September” for the construction project Auschwitz CC. pp. 48-49.
Structures Start
1. BW 3: women’s branch camp: prov. laundry, prov. effects 2/3/1942 100%

storage barracks, delousing, sanitary facilities

2. BW 7A: inmate lodgings (for now prov. troop lodgings) 12/5/1942 85%
3. BW 8: prov. watchtowers (wood) 1/6/1940 65%
4. BW 9: sewerage 1/6/1940 55%
5. BW 11: crematorium (new chimney) 12/6/1942 100%
6. BW 20K: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 2) 18/6/1942 90%
7. BW 20L: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 11) 20/5/1942 100%
8. BW 20M: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 12) 20/5/1942 70%
9. BW 200: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 14) 18/5/1942 65%
10: BW 20Q: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 16) 18/5/1942 70%
11. BW 21: road construction 1/6/1940 65%
12. BW 24: commandant’s residence 5/1/1942 100%
13. BW 27: residences for married NCOs 1/7/1940 75%
14. BW 29: water-supply plant 1/6/1940 35%
15. BW 36B: officers’ lodgings and residences for married of-  10/7/1941 80%
ficers
16. BW 36D: officers’ lodging barracks 1 16/11/1941 80%
17. BW 40: SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus” 2/2/1942 100%
18. BW 41: fencing in protective-custody camp 1/6/1940 30%
19. BW 49: electr. outdoor facilities 1/6/1940 45%
20. BW 54: gardening facilities 1/4/1941 65%
21. BW 28: delousing and effects barracks 3/6/1942 100%
22. BW 105: inmate lodgings no. 23 10/9/1941 100%
23. BW 106: inmate lodgings no. 24 10/11/1941 95%
24. BW 116: inmate lodgings no. 26 7/7/1942 25%
25. BW 125: inmate lodgings no. 32 7/7/1942 20%
26. BW 134: inmate lodgings no. 36 7/5/1942 50%
27. BW 135: inmate lodgings no. 37 7/5/1942 60%
28. BW 136: inmate lodgings no. 38 15/4/1942 65%
29. BW 137: inmate lodgings no. 39 15/4/1942 65%
30. BW 138: inmate lodgings no. 40 15/4/1942 65%

31. BW 160: laundry and reception building with delousing 12/10/1941 50%
and inmate bath

32. BW 201: main collector ditch with sewage treatment plant 15/11/1941 20%
and digester-gas extraction

33. BW 36C: completion of residence for the of agricultural 4/5/1942 100%
enterprises

34. BW 33C: slaughterhouse extension 1/4/1942 90%

35. BW 13: completion of cells in headquarters’ building 27/7/1942 100%

36. BW 173: headquarters’ and headquarters’ lodging build- 18/7/1942 2%
ings

37. BW 23A: transformer station 28/7/1942 60%
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38. BW 23B: backup electric generator 28/7/1942 55%

39. BW 161: prov. district heating plant 27/8/1942 15%

40. BW 209: temp. bridge across Sola 28/8/1942 25%

41. BW 31: utility building / /

42. BW 20N: inmate lodgings (adding floor Block 13) 5/8/1942 5%

43. BW 157A: security workshop building 23/9/1942 3%

44. BW 157B: security workshop building 23/9/1942  15%

Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
September” for the construction project PoW camp (first page is missing). p.51.
Structures Start

23. BW 20/21: high-voltage plant and high-voltage power line 16/11/1941 100%
feed

24. BW 24: fences (electr. wire) 8/11/1941 60%
25. BW 25: wire fences for camp subdivision 1/12/1941 30%7
26. BW 26: transformer station 6/12/1941 100%
27. BW 30: crematorium 2/7/1942 30%
28. BW 31: bakery 21/11/1941 65%
Central Construction Office. House Order No. 59: RGVA, 502-1-342,

“All SS NCOs and SS men of the Central Construction Office are to report to the SS in- p. 19.
firmary this evening at 7 p.m. with soldier ’s book, including those SS members who

have already been inoculated against typhus.

SS-Hauptscharfiihrer Wiechmann is responsible for carrying out the order.”

Auschwitz CC, Garrison Order No. 28/42. RGVA, 502-1-39,
“1. in view of the ever-increasing incidence of infectious diseases, school operations ~ pp. 39f. Frei, p.
are closed as of Monday, 12 Oct. 1942. 186 (only the first

2. in order to prevent the spread of typhoid fever, it is ordered with immediate effect: *  Page)
The following are 11 behavioral guidelines in this regard.

Letter from the head of Department 111 A of Auschwitz CC to the SS-WVHA, Of-  Blumental, p. 74
fice D 11, with the subject “Jewish prisoners”: (transcript).
“Regarding the above reference [letter of 5 Oct. 1942], Department Il A of Au. CC in-

forms that a transfer of Polish prisoners to other camps is impossible, due to the lack of

skilled workers of the Jewish arrivals.

The transfer of Polish prisoners would inevitably paralyze the entire construction oper-

ation of the local camp. There is nothing to be said against the transfer of Jews to Au.

CC, on the contrary, they are urgently needed here.”

The District President, Kattowitz. “Chronological Development of the Negotia- RGVA, 502-1-320,
tions on the Water Supply and Sewage Disposal of conc. camp Auschwitz. Rappor- pp. 21-25.

teur: Oberregierungs- and Baurat Wittmer, Dipl. Ing. Mébius”. A detailed report

follows.

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Office with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
subject “Your letter of 5 Oct. 42, crematorium, aeration and deaeration system™: ~ p- 113.

“We thank you for the order placed with us for the supply of an aeration and deaeration

system. We have accepted the order on the basis of our cost estimate of 4 Nov. 1941 and

its conditions at a total price of RM 7795.--.”

Headquarters Auschwitz CC. RGVA, 502-1-31,
“As of Wednesday, 14 Oct. 1942, the prisoners are scheduled to move in [from work] at p- 20.
5:30 p.m.”

 Probable error for 80%. The percentage for August is 50%.



170

14.

THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — OCTOBER 1942

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Chief of Office C V, GARF, 7021-108-
with the subject “Award of construction work for the new construction of the 32, pp. 45-47.
Waffen-SS prisoner-of-war camp at Auschwitz U/S.” Enclosed are:

- Cost estimate of 27 Jan. 1942 for the bid of Huta: 227,321.59 RM,

- 3 cost estimates for the offer of the company Schlesische Industriebau:
145,543.70 + 406.40 + 53,854.98 RM,

as well as

“Cost estimate of 13 July 42 for the new construction of the crematorium acc. to the of-
fer of the company HUTA, Above- and Below-Ground Construction-A.-G., Kattowitz,
Friedrichstr. 19, concluding with 133,756.65 [RM].

The above-mentioned works have already been awarded to the same companies due to
the extraordinary urgency, subject to approval by the superior department. The con-
tracts will be concluded after approval.

Regarding 1.) and 2.)

Construction work for PoW camp had to be started immediately by special order in Oc-
tober 1941. The construction order for this was issued with ZI.1l B-So-8/3/Se/Lo of
1.11.41.[...]

To 3.)

The construction of the new crematorium had to be started immediately in July 1942
because of the situation created by the special actions. The companies HUTA, Above-
and Below-Ground Construction-A.-G., Kattowitz, Friedrichstr. 19 and Schles. Indus-
triebau Lenz & Co., A.-G., Kattowitz, Grundmannstr. 23, which were already working
in the PoW camp. The Schles. Industriebau Lenz & Co. did not submit a bid due to a
shortage of workers, according to a letter dated July 15, 42. For this reason, Huta was
commissioned to begin work immediately in accordance with its offer of 13 July 42.”

Headquarters Order No. 20/42 appoints a substitute for the sick adjutant SS- Frei, pp. 186-188
Hauptsturmfiihrer Mulka; establishes procedures for handing over or dissolving

units; informs of a ban on offers of marriage and requests for correspondence by

Wehrmacht members; complains that soldiers on leave keep working wives with-

out leave away from work; orders weight checks for early detection of tuberculo-

sis; reminds of speed limits in the camp area; urges proper parking of bicycles;

points out that mailing cash or checks abroad is not permitted; and informs that SS

men wishing to marry require Himmler’s permission.

Garrison Order No. 29/42 restricts family visits to the most urgent cases because of Frei, pp. 188f.
the danger of typhus and recommends vaccinations, and reminds that prisoners and
civilian workers may enter the camps only through the main guardhouse.

SS-WVHA, Office C 111/4, Surveying Unit Auschwitz. Mission report concerning a RGVA, 502-1-385,
mission to Breslau “for the procurement of documents for the connection of the pp. 253-256.
survey area to the country’s triangulated network and elevation network.” Men-

tioned are, among others, aerial photographs for cartographic purposes.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to Huta, Hoch- u. Tiefbau, Katowice, RGVA, 502-1-1
with the subject “PoW camp BW 30 static calculation”. The decision is made “for 313,p.112.
carrying out the concrete basins for the two basements of the crematorium”:

“1.) The 50 cm thick basement bottom, which has to counterweigh the groundwater

pressure, is not reinforced.

2.) Reinforcement is to be placed under the columns as a downstand beam to distribute

the column load.

3.) By 15th of the month, the design plans for said downstand beams shall be submitted

to the Central Construction Office.

4) The company will start immediately with the bending of the reinforcement bars de-

termined on today ’s date as discussed.

5) The structural analysis will be submitted to the Central Construction Office in quad-
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ruplicate immediately after the fair copy.”

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths, to SS-WVHA, Office D TNA. HW 16-21.
" ZIPIGPDD

“It is reported that SS Sturmbannfiihrer Dr. Joachim Caesar has fallen ill with paraty- 266b/11.11.42, n.
phoid fever (clinical and bacteriological), and was admitted to the Res. Infirmary Kat-

towitz on 13 Dec. 42.”

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths, to SS-WVHA, Office D TNA. HW 16-21.
1I: ZIP/GPDD

“It is reported that the wife of SS Sturmbannfiihrer Caesar has fallen ill with typhoid ~ 266b/11.11.42, n.
fever and has died. At the same time, it is reported that 3 cases of typhoid fever have ~ 9/10.

occurred so far among families of SS members. Typhus has not been observed in SS

family members. ”

Letter from the SS garrison physician to the Central Construction Office with the  RGVA, 502-1-332,
subject “Implementation of delousing of all civilian workers on 10 Oct. 42>, Six . 66.
directives follow on the delousing of persons, the clothing, equipment and objects

of the civilian workers.

Central Construction Office. House decree no. 61: RGVA, 502-1-342,
“SS-Untersturmfuihrer Eggeling is charged with directing the delousing operation or-  p-

dered by the SS garrison physician Auschwitz for Sunday, 18 Oct. 42, in the communal

camp of the civilian workers.”

Garrison Order No. 30/42 orders another delousing of all SS members because of  Frei, p. 189
“further cases of typhus in the troops,” and makes vaccination against “typhus-
paratyphus” compulsory.

Letter from the District President of Kattowitz to the Reich Minister of the Interior APK, OPK 2176,
with the subject “Typhus cases reported in the weekly report of October 4-10, p-123.

1942”:

“The cases of typhus are 2 civilian workers employed in the Auschwitz concentration

camp, who are housed there in camps. In addition, the medical officer reports that, dur-

ing the week of the report, 10 cases of typhus were found among SS members and 626

suspected cases among the prisoners. Thus, the typhus epidemic in the Auschwitz con-

centration camp has not been extinguished. ”

Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz U/S.-Oswiecim. Work RGVA, 502-2-8, p.
card, order no. 2250/250. BW 30: 8.

“For lightning conductor for crematorium no. 11 BW 30 PoW camp the following work

is to be carried out:

Manufacture and installation of a 4-part lightning conductor on the chimney of Crema-

torium 1 in the PoW camp.

Started: 23 Oct. 1942. Finished: 27 Oct. 1942.”

Central Construction Office. File note with the subject “Leveling work at PoW RGVA, 502-1-19,
camp Auschwitz construction section 3, BW 17”; p. 109.
“According to the levelling plan drawn up, soil movement of 50,000 m? is required. [...]

The company [Karl Brandt] has assured the necessary technical supervisory personnel

(1 construction leader, several master excavators and about 10 foremen) as well as

2000 linear meters of track, about 40 lorries and 1 steam excavator for the execution of

the leveling work.”

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths, to the SS-WVHA, Of-  TNA. HW 16-21.
fice D III: ZIP/GPDD

“Due to suspicion of typhus and typhoid fever, respectively, the following SS member ~ 271b/2.12.42,n.
was admitted after 18 Oct. 42: SS Sturmmann Alfons Ballus, born 14 Dec. 11, 8SST /8.
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Stuba CC AU, because of suspected typhoid fever; SS Rifleman Josef Minaega, born 23
Dec. 12,9 SS T Stuba, CC AU, because of suspected typhus. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Auschwitz CC headquarters with RGVA, 502-1-332,
the subject “Malaria control in Auschwitz CC”. Reference: letter from SS-WVHA, Pp-132.
Office D 1l Az. 14 h (KL)9.42-Lg/K:

“In the above-mentioned letter, a copy of which was forwarded to the office here by the

SS garrison physician, measures against the spread of malaria are specified. Since it is
primarily a matter of applying chemical control agents, and these cannot be procured

from the Central Construction Office, it is requested that the necessary preparations be

made from there.

Concerning the elimination of ponds and groundwater, extensive drainage work has

been in progress for some time now by means of pre-flooding, mainly in the area of the
prisoner-of-war camp, the villages of Birkenau and Babitz. ”

Registered letter from the SS-WVHA to the district president Kattowitz with the ~ APK, Land
subject “Establishment of an official district for the area of interest Auschwitz §|200/5-467, p.
ce: :
“Enclosed | submit a plan of the area of interest Auschwitz CC as determined at the

meeting held on 23 Sept. 42 under the chairmanship of Gauleiter and Chief President

Bracht. | request that a special administrative district be formed for this area, so that
communal-constitutionally speaking the Auschwitz Concentration Camp becomes inde-

pendent. The area of interest is about 4640 hectares.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the headquarters Auschwitz CC with RGVA, 502-1-332,
the subject “Delousing of civilian workers on 18 Oct. 1942”: p. 65

“The delousing of all civilian workers proposed in accordance with the above letter

from the SS garrison physician Auschwitz was carried out on 18 Oct. 1942.”

Letter from the SS garrison physician Auschwitz to the Central Construction Of- RG1\£/3, 502-1-332,
fice: p- 129.
“The State Health Office complains that the civilian worker Josef Honkiesz was given

leave to go home on 13 Oct. 1942, but was not deloused before leaving the camp.

In view of the extraordinarily great danger of the spread of typhus by civilian workers

in particular, leave of absence for civilian workers may in future really only be granted

if the prescribed delousing and disinfestation has been carried out.

It is to be expected that the present leave of absence for civilian workers will have to be
revoked in repeat cases. The garrison physician therefore asks that the supervisory bod-

ies in the communal camp be instructed accordingly.

According to information from the health authorities, typhoid fever exists in H.’s family.

He may therefore not be given any more leave until further notice. ”

Central Construction Office. File memo with the subject “PoW camp BW 30 award RGVA, 502-1-313,
of contract for roof truss™: p. 110.

“The work for the construction of the above-mentioned roof in ‘Vollmar’ construction

method was awarded to the firm Industriebau A.-G., Bielitz, in accordance with their

offer of 31 Aug. 1942.

Due to the urgency of the work, it was not possible to call in the other firms already

working here, which are currently fully occupied. In addition, the company Industrie-

bau A.-G., Bielitz, also has the wood in stock required for the construction.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to Industriebau A.-G., Bielitz, with the RGVA, 502-1-313,
subject “Roof truss BW 30 PoW camp””: p. 1.
“Regarding the above letter [of October 1, 1942], you are informed that the erection of

the roof truss can be started on November 16, 1942.”

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths, to the SS-WVHA, Of-  TNA. HW 16-21.
ZIP/GPDD
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fice D lII: 273b/19.11.42, n.
“Because of suspected typhus and typhoid fever, the following members were sent to the 11/13.

Res. Infirmary Kattowitz on 20 Oct. 42: SS Sturmmann Herbert Leckecr, born 22 Feb.

11, 4 SS T Stuba, C AU typhoid fever; SS Sturmmann Gerhard Mecka, born 9 Sept. 21,

1SS T Stuba CC AU. typhoid fever; SS Rifleman Werner Quirin, born 5 Dec. ? training

company CC AU typhus; SS Rifleman Ignatz Muschalla, born 21 May 23 dog handler

squadron KL AU typhus.”

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths, to SS-WVHA, Office D TNA. HW 16-21.
1n: ZIP/GPDD
“Since 12 Oct. 42 among the troops, 13 suspected cases of typhus, 3 suspected cases of 2730/19.11.42,n.
typhoid fever admitted to Res. Infirmary Kattowitz. Status of typhus cases in the protec-

tive-custody camp on 19 Oct. 42

0 sick positive, 107 suspected cases (since 12 Oct. 42 13 admissions, 101 discharges, 4

departures by death).”

Letter from the SS garrison physician Auschwitz CC to the Central Construction ~ RGVA, 502-1-332,
Office with the subject “Malaria control at Auschwitz CC.” p. 253.

“The control of malaria with chemical agents (Schweinfurt Green) has already been in-

itiated by the garrison physician in conjunction with the agricultural department. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
subject “PoW camp Auschwitz — Crematorium”: p. 109.

“For the entire electrical installation, the undersigned office immediately requires ex-

act details in duplicate of the number and size of electric motors for all structures to be

executed by you at PoW camp Auschwitz. ”

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths, to SS-WVHA, Office D TNA. HW 16-21.
I1: ZIP/GPDD

“SS Obersturmfihrer Paul Mueller was admitted to the Res. Infirmary Kattowitz on 21 274b/23.11.42,n.
Oct. 42 because of suspected typhus.” 1.

House Decree No. 2 of the Special Construction Office for the construction of the  RGVA, 502-1-1, p.
Wiaffen-SS prisoner-of-war camp at Auschwitz, with the subject “Medical care of  168.
the civilian employees employed here.”

Headquarters Order No. 21/42 mentions the result of a collection for the Winter Frei, pp. 190-192
Relief Charity; declares the area around Birkenau a prohibited area where civilians

are not allowed to be at all, and SS men are only allowed to be on official business;

complains of bad behavior and outward appearance of SS men; forbids the pur-

chase of poultry in surrounding towns; closes House 7 (coffee); Orders that all let-

ters to administrative departments must go through the typing pool; explains details

of transferring sums abroad; cites a circular from Bormann requiring that political

or other official disagreements among Germans be kept secret from foreigners;

forbids food pickups for SS members by prisoners; and mentions three lost items.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
subject “Cca. [CC Auschwitz] crematorium (2. 5 x 3 muffle furnaces)”: p. 95.

“As requested, the department confirms receipt of your order confirmation for delivery

of an aeration an deaeration system for the second 5 x 3 muffle furnaces. [...] The 2nd

crematorium will be erected on the other side of the street. The building therefore re-

sults in the mirror image of the 1. building.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
subject “Auschwitz CC, PoW camp, second crematorium with 5 x 3-muffle crema- P- 93; 502-2-26, p.
tion furnaces™: 216.

“On the basis of the above offer [of September 30, 1942], you are hereby awarded a
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contract for the delivery and installation of

5 coke-fired cremation furnaces with 3 muffles each

5 coffin introduction stretchers, 3 forced-draft systems, as well as the required fireclay
material for the smoke ducts.

The total price results from

No. | = 39,150.-RM
"1 = 9,048.-RM
" = 5,504.-RM

For 5 furnaces 53,702.-RM “

Letter from the Central Construction Office to J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
subject “Auschwitz CC. PoW camp, 2 pieces cremation furnaces 8 muffles each”  p- 94.
and reference: “Letter from SS Economic and Administrative Main Office Berlin-
Lichterfelde-West, Office C V dated 26 Aug. 1942 to Topf & Sons Company in Er-
furt”:

“The undersigned office hereby subsequently confirms the order placed with you in the

above letter for the delivery and installation of

2 cremation furnaces with 8 muffles each.

These 2 furnaces are taken from the order you received for the Mogilev site. The im-
plementation will be carried out according to drawing D. 60125.

The orders for reserve grate bars recommended by you in your letter of August 31,

1942, and the insulation of the furnaces requested by you, as well as the alteration of

the wood furnaces, were given to you in accordance with your cost offer of September
2,1942, in your letter of September 15, 1942. The anchors were supplied and made on

site.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to Deutsche Ausristungswerke with ~ RGVA, 502-1-313,
the subject “Carpentry work for PoW camp BW 30 [Crematorium 11]”. Long list of pp- 91-92.
windows and doors ordered by the Central Construction Office for the basement,

first floor and upper floor of Crematorium 1. For the basement:

“3 pieces single-leaf doors 0,90 : 2,00 in 25 cm wall

1 " " 090: 200"38" "

1 " double-leafdoor1,80: 2,10 " 51 " " ”

Central Construction Office, Buildings of the Central Construction Office of the ~ RGVA, 502-1-85,
Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police in the 3rd War Economic Year”. List of buildings Pp- 102-104.

in 7 columns: “Construction Project”, “G.B.Bau No.”, “Completed %, “Total

Cost”, “Sum Approved in the 3rd Year of War Economy”, “Built So Far.”.

1. Concentration Camp Auschwitz: Finished
1. 10 inmate lodgings 12%
2. temp. bridge across Sola 15%
3. irrigation and drainage 20%
4. pump house incl. treatment station and elevated tank 30%
5. 5 security workshops 0%
6. transfer station 0%
7. road construction 30%
8. prov. district heating plant 10%
9. backup electric generator 75%
10. slaughterhouse 90%
11. extension of a shell no. 36C 100%
12. adding floor to 7 old inmate lodgings 75%
13. 5 new inmate lodgings 50%
14. laundry u. reception building (access building) with 30%

delousing plant and prisoners’ bathroom
15. headquarters and headquarters’ building 1%
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16. water-supply plant 20%
17. electr. outdoor facility 5%
18. utility building 5%
19. drainage (main collector for sewage and rainwater and 20%
sewage treatment plant with digester-gas extraction plant)

20. delousing barracks with 4 effect barracks 100%
“21. special treatment 5 barracks VIIl Za 1” 100% 90,000. ”
22. camp in Budy 2 barracks 100%
23. general quarters 0%
24. dog kennel 30%
25. 2 barracks for prisoners (electricians) 0%
26. 12 barracks for prisoners (mending) 0%
27. 2 sauna facilities 0%
28. vehicle equipment hall 0%
29. 3 barracks for work commandos 0%

30. 2 RAD residences
31. residential building construction no. 35.
I1. agricultural operations:

1. 3 field barns and 40%
2. 4 yard barns 60%
3. greenhouses for 3000 sg.m. area 40%
4. 4 potato warehouses 0%
5. extension of a building shell as a laboratory 50%
6. makeshift pig and sheep barns of primitive construction 0%
and steaming plant 40%
7. 35 horse-stable barracks for housing livestock, etc. 100%
8. 15 as before 0%
9. grass-drying facility 50%
10. poultry farm Harmense 30%
11. 5 wash barracks f. d. stable yards 0%
12. 2 laboratory barracks 0%
I11. Prisoner-of-war camp (implementation of special treatment) Auschwitz:
1. 154 lodging and living barracks 80%
2.12 pcs. as before 80%
3. 27 wash- and toilet barracks 70%
4. 8 utility barracks 60%
5. 2 infirmary barracks 100%
6. 1 block leader barracks 100%
7. water-supply plant 60%
8. sewerage and sewage treatment plant 60%
9. access road and parking lot 60%
10. 182 pcs. lodging, effects and storage barracks 3%
11. 28 wash- and toilet barracks 10%
12. 10 utility barracks 0%
13. 12 infirmary barracks 0%
14. 10 block leader barracks 0%
15. 3 wash barracks 0%
16. 6 toilet barracks 0%
17. 3 utility barracks 3%
18. 11 chamber, writing room and infirmary barracks 0%

(Swiss b.)
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19. 16 crew barracks 80%
20. 2 headquarter barracks (massive in makeshift con- 0%
struction)
21. warehouse 0%
22. bakery 20%
23. wire fence 0%
24. water supply 2%
25. drainage 2%
26. railway siding 0%
27. electric lighting system 0%
28. alarm and telephone system 0%
29. cooking kettles and heating stoves 0%
30. 4 crematoria and 4 morgues 5%
“31. disinfestation plant

a) for special treatment 0%

b) 1 barracks (sauna and disinfection f. troops)

c) 1 barracks f. civilian workers camp | 60%

d) 1 barracks same, for I1.”
32. 2 backup electric generators 0%
33. 2 transformer stations 0%

Central Construction Office. “Compilation” of the costs of the construction project
Auschwitz CC:

Construction Project Total Costs
1. Concentration Camp Auschwitz 12,987,368.50
I1. Agricultural Enterprises Auschwitz 1,986,600.00

I11. Prisoner-of-War Camp Auschwitz (implementation of special ~ 18,097,500.00
treatment)

V. Deutsche Ausristungswerke Auschwitz 590,800.00
V. German Earth and Stone Works, Gravel Works Auschwitz 89,000.00
V1. Main Utility Camp of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz 240,000.00
and Branch Office Oderberg

VII. Construction Office Freudenthal (Freudenthaler Getrénke 197,050.00
G.m.b.H.) Gut Meierhof Partschendorf

VIII. Meliorations in the area of interest of the Auschwitz CC 14,490,000.00
I1X. Krupp factory yard Auschwitz 2,129,000.00
X. construction yard Auschwitz 988,000.00

51,797,218.50

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Office with the
subject “Crematorium, Cremation Furnace”.

“Today we received your wire message:

‘Wire again price about one piece complete eight-muffle furnace as taken over from
Mogilev including anchoring and change to wood heating .

We replied:

‘Eight-muffle furnace Reichsmark 13800, price from factory without foundation without
non-fireproof construction materials, cost estimate follows, ’

which we hereby confirm.”

Headquarters. “List of prisoners deployed by Auschwitz CC on October 27, 1942,
according to their urgency”.

1. Buna 2. Bata 3. Brzeszcze coal mine 761

4. Deutsche Erd- und Steinwerke 50

OCTOBER 1942

RGVA, 502-1-85,
p. 111,

RGVA, 502-1-313,
p. 88.

RGVA, 502-1-313,
p. 89, original tel-
egram.

RGVA, 502-1-19,
p. 122.
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28.

5. Deutsche Ausriistungswerke 1316
6. Agriculture 2688
7. Camp enterprises 6985
8. Central Construction Office (incl. com- 6241
panies)
9. Main utility camp 106
10. SS canteen community 79
11. Cement factory Golleschau 278
12. Deutsche Lebensmittel G.m.b.H. 60
13. Private enterprises 420
Total: 18984

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Office with the

subject “PoW camp Auschwitz, crematoria”:

“In reply to your above letter [of October 22, 1942], we are enclosing implementation
drawing D 59394 for Furnace Il and |1l PoW camp. Furthermore, you will receive
drawing D 58052 concerning the deaeration system still to be installed by us for the
furnace system supplied by us years ago in the old crem. | CC.”

“Construction Project: Auschwitz Prisoner-of-War Camp (Implementation of Special

Treatment)

Contractor: Reichsflihrer-SS; SS Economic and Administrative Main Office, Office
Group C, Berlin, Lichterfeld-West. Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS u. Po-

lice Auschwitz U/S. VIl Upa 2.”

The following structures are listed with their total construction costs:

1) lodging barracks [etc.]

2) water-supply plant

3) drainage system

4) railway siding

5) electric lighting system

6) alarm and telephone system
7) backup electric generators
8) transformer station

9) bakery

10) factory hall, 3 storage barracks and 1 living barracks

for supervisory personnel

11) disinfestation plant | and 4 lodging barracks for civil-

ian workers camp |

12) disinfestation plant Il and 4 lodging barracks for civil-

ian worker camp |1

9,225,300 RM

800,000 RM

1,000,000 RM

600,000 RM
310,000 RM

60,000 RM
220,000 RM
160,000 RM
550,000 RM

590,800 RM
120,000 RM

123,900 RM

This includes construction description, cost calculation and site sketch.

The “Compilation of the Auschwitz Prisoner of War Camp Construction Project
(Implementation of Special Treatment)” dated October 29, 1942, includes the fol-

lowing structures:

1) 182 lodging, warehouse and effects barracks (type 260/9).

2) 27 wash- and toilet barracks (type 260/9)

3) 10 utility barracks (type RAD 1V/3)

4) 12 infirmary barracks (type RAD 1V/3)

5) 10 block leader barracks (type RAD 1V/3)

6) 3 wash barracks (double) for the guard troops
7) 6 toilet barracks for the guard troops

8) 3 utility barracks (type VI11/5)

9) 11 chamber, writing room and infirmary barracks (type Swiss barracks)
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10) 16 crew lodging barracks

11) 2 headquarters and wash barracks
12) warehouse 1

13) wire fence and watchtowers

14) cooking kettles and heating stoves
“15 a) Crematorium I u. 1l

(55.50 x 12.00 + 12.00 x 10.00) x 3.50 x 2 = 5,502.00 m3

Section with basement:

13.70x 12.00x 2.60 x 2 = 855.00 "

Morgue 1

30.80x8.02x2.60x2= 1,284.00 "

Morgque 2

50.00x8.95x2.44x2 = 2,184.00"

Crematorium Il a, IV

(48.25x12.85+4.50x 4)3.80x2 = 4,849.00 "
14,674.00 m3

Chimneys:

each crematorium 2 chimneys:*

1&11:3.70x2.30x16.00x 4 = 544.00 "

& IV:1.50x1.50x17.50x 4 = 158.00 "

15 b) 4 mortuaries:

28.80x 13.60x3.15x4 = 4,935.00"
20,311.00 m8 ”

“16 a) disinfestation facility [the Zentralsauna, BW 32]
1. for special treatment. [...]

2. for the guard troops. ”

* Crematories Il and 111 had one chimney each.

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths, to SS-WVHA, Office D TNA16-21.

1 ZIP/IGPDD
“Five Jewish physicians are reported by name. ...PAX_H ... Johann, inmate no. 281b/14.11.42, n.
51236/12; GOLDSTEIN, Horst, inmate no. 49294/12; Offman, Leo, inmate no. 8/9.
51250/17.”

Headquarters Auschwitz CC. RGVA, 502-1-32,

“As of Monday, 2 Nov. 1942, the departure to and return time from work for prisoners p. 19.
is determined as follows:

Departure to work: 6:30 a.m.

Return to camp: 4:30 p.m.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, Chief of Office C V, RGVA, 502-1-313,
with the subject “Iron requisition from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, Dreysestr. 7/9 for P.85.

5,000.-- kg for 1 wrought-iron anchorage for the crematorium (PoW camp).”

“The materials relate to structure no. 30 POW camp (crematorium).”

These were anchorages for the 8-muffle cremation furnaces of BW 30b and 30c

(Crematoria IV and V).

The SS-WVHA, Office Group D — Concentration Camps, sends the following or-  NARA, microcopy

der from Himmler to the commandant of the KL, including Auschwitz: no. T-1021, Vl.
“The Reichsfiihrer-SS and Field Command Office, 29 Oct. 42. IlI. Rec. Gr. No.
Chief of the German Police 242/338, Roll. No.
To 18, Frame n. 556.

1. Reich Security Main Office

to the attention of SS-Gruppenfihrer Muller
2. SS-W.-V.-H.A. — Office Group D -
SS-Brigadefiihrer Gliicks.
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3.

Subject: Parcel shipments to prisoners.

1.) I authorize with immediate effect that prisoners may receive food parcels from their
relatives.

2.) There is no limit to the number of packages a prisoner may receive. However, the
contents must be consumed by the detainee on the day of arrival or the following day. If
this is not possible, the contents will also be distributed to other inmates.

3) This order of mine applies not only to German prisoners, but also to all other prison-
ers who have the opportunity to have food packages sent to them.

4) Any SS member who tampers with a prisoner ’s food package will be punished by
death.

5) If a prisoner abuses the sending of parcels to bring through secret messages, tools or
other illicit things, he will immediately atone for this with death. His barracks shall be
forbidden to receive parcels for three months.

Sgd. Himmler.”

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Office with the
subject “Your letter dated 26 Oct. 42, second crematorium (I11) with 5 three-muffle
cremation furnaces, our order no. 42/1454/1.” The Topf Company acknowledges
receipt of the Central Construction Office order of October 26.

Central Construction Office. “Activity Report or Construction Report for the
Month of October 1942” by SS-Sturmmann Jothann. Work was done on the fol-
lowing structures:

1.) provisional bakery, 2.) officers’ lodging barracks, 3.) office barracks — Erd- und
Steinwerke, 4.) civilian workers’ lodging barracks, 5.) officers’ lodging house 35,
6.) officers’ lodging house 141 — garages, 7.) canteen community, 8.) civilian
workers’ camp — delousing, 9.) factory halls.

Headquarters Auschwitz CC.

“As of October 31, 1942, the camp commandant, SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Hoss, re-
sumes full duty. In the period from November 1, 1942 to November 23, 1942, SS-
Untersturmfiihrer Hossler is entrusted with deputizing for labor deployment for SS-
Obersturmflihrer Schwarz, who is on convalescent leave during this time.”

Garrison Order No. 31/42:
“Because of the danger of spreading communicable diseases, home visits to all sick SS
members and SS family members are forbidden with immediate effect. ”

[31] ABL. “Activity Report of SS-Strm. Lubitz, Head of Construction, Dept. for

Above-Ground Construction. Month of October [1942].” Work was carried out on
the following structures:

BW 7a (prov. headquarters), BW 20 K, M, O, Q, N (adding floor to CC Block 1,
14, 12, 23, 13), BW 63 (Babitz | farm barn), BW 63 (Babitz Il farm barn), BW 26
B (Birkenau field barn), Babitz cattle barns, Budy young-cattle barns, BW 64
(Raisko greenhouse facility), BW 65 E (herd book barn — control barns), BW 68
(Raisko laboratory), BW 76 (Raisko grass-drying facility).

November 1942

1.

Headquarters Auschwitz CC.

“By order of the commandant, the prisoners move in already at 4:00 p.m. because of
the operetta performance on 2 Nov. 1942. The operetta performance ‘Der Vetter aus
Dingsda’ on Monday, 2 Nov. 42, will not begin at 8.30 p.m., but already at 7.30 p.m.”

“Inmate infirmary Birkenau, medication consumption from 1 Nov. 42 —to...” The
pages are divided into 6 columns, each indicating: “Serial No.”, “Date”, “Inmate
No.”, “Block”, “Name”, “Medicine.” The list begins with number 6472, prisoner
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3265 Langenhagen, on November 1, 1942, and ends with number 14754, prisoner
119201 Gataj, on July 15, 1943. Many of these 8,282 entries refer to prisoners who
received medicines on several occasions. Among the medications listed are:
Glucose, Anisin, Pandigal, Cardiazol, Aspirin, Carlsbad Salt, Omnadin, Piramidon,
carbon, Urotropin, Hoffmann‘s Paste, Valerian, Coffein, Bolus Alba (Caolino), Bo-
lus Alba, bromine, Combelin, Transpulmin, Coramin, Gardenal, Combetin, Euba-
sin, Simpatol, chinine, Oleum Camf., Prontosil, calcium, Eleudron, Novalgin, Is-
tizin, Tannalbin, vitamine A, C, D, Digipuratum, Albocid.

2. Auschwitz CC, Headquarters, Department 111 A. Letter to the Central Construction RGVA, 502-1-332,
Office with the subject “Prohibited Area Birkenau”. p. 128.
“Regarding the above reference, Department Il A informs you that the prohibited area
Birkenau has been marked by appropriate warning signs since 31 Oct. 42.”

Central Construction Office, “Report on the progress of construction work up to ~ RGVA, 503-1-24,
and including 2 Nov. 42” by SS-Oberscharfiihrer Otto Kayser (Construction Office Pp- 56-57.
of the POW camp).

Work carried out:

I.) Quarantine camp — men’s camp.

1.) Mortuary, 2.) 12 inmate lodgings,

“3.) In the delousing barracks: installation of a sauna bath and a hot-air disinfestation
system. In the gas room, two brick stoves set up.”

I1.) Quarantine camp-women’s camp.

“1.) In the delousing barracks: installation of a sauna bath and a hot-air disinfestation
system. In the gas room, two brick stoves set up.

2.) In the infirmary barracks (X-ray room) concrete floor cast. The second infirmary
barracks covered with Heraklyth panels. ”

111.) Construction Section Il

1.) Two toilet barracks, 2.) three wash barracks, 3.) fence construction, 4.) 8 utility
barracks.

IV.) Construction Section 111

1.) external fencing, 2.) inmate lodgings, 3.) access roads.

“V.) Crematorium — I.

1.) Above the incineration room, the concrete ceiling poured.

2.) Ballast concrete poured in basement I. Air shafts bricked.

3.) Started laying the masonry in basement I.

4). Chimney construction finished.

5). Ceilings cast over the fuel room and adjoining rooms.

6) One three-muffle furnace completed, the second one started, the anchoring for the
third one is ready.

VI Crematorium — |1

1) The pits for basement | and 1l were excavated, the bottom concrete was poured.

2) In basement |1 the tub was made and plastered. Insulation was started.

3). Concrete foundation for the chimney completed, chimney bricked about 1.80 m high.
VII.) Crematorium — 111

1) Foundations and external masonry around the cremation room completed.

2) Foundations for the chimney completed. Chimney bricked to a height of approx. 1.50
m.

3.) Foundation for the eight-muffle furnace excavated.

VIII) Crematorium — IV

1) The trees to be removed were felled and the construction staked out.

2.) Delivery of construction materials.

3.) Road construction to Crema. | & 1l completed. ”

1X.) Troop lodgings.
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A special headquarters order reminds that motor-vehicle travel outside the area of ~ Frei, pp. 192f.
interest requires a travel order.

3. “I.G. [Farben] Auschwitz Plant. 21st construction meeting in Leuna on November  NI-11139.
3, 1942”. On October 30, 1942, there were 10,962 workers in Monowitz CC, in-
cluding skilled and unskilled laborers.

Central Construction Office, “Regular Block Occupancy in Auschwitz CC”. RGVA, 502-1-272,
“1.) 8 new buildings: 450 prisoners each on the upper floor (first floor: day p. 56.
rooms, washrooms and toilets), reinforced concrete ceilings. 3600.”

Block 4 /Bw 103, 5/102, 6/101, 7/100, 15/107, 16/106, 17/105, 18/104.

“2.) 7 times adding floors: 450 prisoners each on the upper floor (reinforced

concrete ceiling otherwise as above). 3150.”
Block 1/BW 20L, 2/20K, 12/200, 13/20N, 14/20M, 22/20R, 23/20Q.

“3.) 4 old buildings: 340 inmates each on the upper floor (otherwise as

above). 1360.”
Block 3/20J, 8/20C, 24/20P, 25/20H.

“4.) 4 times adding floors: each inmates on the upper floor (wooden beam

ceiling — otherwise as above). 1200.”
“5.) 2 infirmar buildings: 350 sick persons each on the upper floor (first
floor = treatment rooms, otherwise as above). 700.”

Block 21/20D, 28/4.
6.) 2 effects buildings
7) 1 cell building
Block 26/12, 27/20G Block 11/5.
10010.”
Each barrack is depicted as a small rectangle

Central Construction Office, “Activity Report of the Motor Pool from October 1 to RGVA, 502-1-181,

31, 1942”. pp. 246-254.
“Vehicle deployment (summary)

deployment days during above period of time 27
vehicle deployments ” " " "o 383
total trips in the above period
With camp area 1970

outside " " 14

For companies 225 2209
kilometers driven
with gasoline and diesel 13974

"wood gas 662

" generator gas 156 14792
Fuel consumption during above period of time
gasoline 1594 1
diesel fuel 5119kg 6713~

A detailed report follows.

4. Central Construction Office. “Construction Report for Month of October 1942.”  RGVA, 502-1-24,
“There were 931 civilian workers, 5235 male prisoners, 1328 female prisoners, 45 pp. 80-88.
carts, 11 motor vehicles [and other machinery] in use at the end of the month.”

I. Construction Project Auschwitz Concentration Camp.
a) Protective-custody camps

BW 20 L, K, M, N, O, Q: adding floor to inmate lodgings.
BW 7 A: inmate lodging building

b) Extension of the protective-custody camp

BW 116, 117, 125, 126, 134-138: inmate lodging building
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BW 157 A, B, C: prisoner security workshop building

BW 160: laundry and reception building with delousing and prisoner baths

¢) Other buildings

BW 23 b: backup electric generator

BW 49: cabling

BW 161: district heating plant

BW 33 B: slaughterhouse extension

BW 36 B: officers’ lodging barracks (house no. 35)

BW 36 D: officers’ lodging barracks 1

BW 209: temp. bridge across Sola

BW 21: road construction

BW 29: water-supply plant

BW 9: sewerage

BW 201: main collector sewers for wastewater and storm water with

treatment plant and digester-gas extraction plant

I1. Construction Projects Agricultural Enterprises

BW 26: field barns a) in Birkenau b) in Broschkowitz

BW 63: yard barns a) in Babitz | b) in Babitz 1 ¢) in Budy

BW 64: large greenhouse in Raisko

BW 65 E: chicken-breeding sheds in Harmense

BW 68: laboratory in Raisko

BW 71: stable yards a) in Budy b) in Babitz

BW 76: grass-drying facility in Raisko

I1. Construction Projects Auschwitz Prisoner-of-War Camp

“Construction Section I. Quarantine camp

The ceilings of the lodging, infirmary and utility barracks were covered with light con-
struction panels. Started installation of masonry stoves in the wooden barracks. Con-
tinued installation of 2 saunas and 2 hot-air disinfestation units in the delousing bar-
racks. Concrete floor was poured in the infirmary barracks (X-ray room). The power
supply was increased from 100 to 160 KVA by installing a new transformer.
Construction Section 11

Continuation of installation works in wash and toilet barracks, including necessary
earthworks, masonry and concrete works.

The outer fence enclosure is completed, as well as two inner enclosures. 8 utility bar-
racks were erected in October, and the 9th is under construction. Finishing work has
begun. Drainage lines were installed, and finishing work continued on the open ditches
for surface drainage. For the wash and toilet barracks located in the western part,
prov. water supply by pumping unit was created. In the wash barracks, 4 reinforced
concrete water tanks were constructed. A prov. water supply for the utility barracks was
also started.

Construction Section 11l

12 wash and toilet barracks have been erected so far, fence construction for this con-
struction section has begun. The camp roads between Il and I1l are under construction,
as well as the access road. The sewerage system is under construction, as well as the
surface drainage system.

Crematoria

A) The chimney is finished, the concrete ceiling above the incineration room is poured,
the other ceilings have been encased. Concrete pressure plate placed in the special
basement. Ventilation shafts bricked up, and interior basement masonry started. One
three-muffle furnace has been completed and another has been started.

B) The foundation pits for the basements have been excavated, and the bottom concrete
has been poured, the ‘tub”has been constructed on one basement, and groundwater in-
sulation has been started. The foundation for the chimney is ready, and the construction
of the same has been started.
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C) Foundations and external masonry for the cremation room was completed. The
chimney has been started.

D) Preliminary work for the start of construction. ”

Troop quarters, bakery.

IV. Construction Project Construction Yard Auschwitz

BW 32 C: 4 lodging barracks at civilian workers’ camp |

BW 32 H: lodging barracks for Italian civilian workers (civilian workers’ camp 1)
BW 82: pass-through barracks civilian workers camp for civilian workers camp |
construction yard extension

siding

V. Construction Project Gravel Works Auschwitz (Office W I)

BW 3: office barracks in Auschwitz

V1. construction project Krupp

BW 4: Hall |

BW 4: Hall Il

VII. Construction Project meliorations in the area of interest of Auschwitz CC
VIII. Miscellaneous

Workshops (joinery, locksmith ’s shop, carpentry, painting, glazing, motor pool).”

4, Letter from the Central Construction Office to Deutsche Ausriistungswerke Ltd.,  RGVA, 502-1-272,
Auschwitz plant, with the subject “Carrying out of carpentry work for local con-  pp- 380-381.
struction projects”.

“At the meeting held today, SS-Obersturmfiihrer Wagner was asked to arrange for the
carpentry work for subsequent construction projects to be completed as soon as possi-
ble, since otherwise the construction work would have to be stopped during the winter.

4) laundry building with reception, delousing, and prisoner bath. [...]

8) Crematorium | and Il (5 x 3-muffle furnace)

9) Crematorium Il and IV (8-muffle furnaces).”

The windows for the various structures, including Crematorium I, “must already be
completed by November 30, 1942.”

6. Letter from L. Hopmann, engineering works, Cologne-Ehrenfeld, to the Central RGVA, 502-1-347,
Construction Office with the subject “Auschwitz CC BW 160 laundry building. p.172.
Delivery of a freight elevator. Order No. 103”:

“I hereby acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter of 26 of last month and took
the order:

1 electric freight elevator with operator escort.

payload 1125 kg, lifting height 8 m

3 stops on one side, from the basement to the second floor

conveying speed 0.40 m/second. [...]

car 1.35 m wide 1.40 m deep 2 m high, walls and ceiling of sheet iron, floor of hard-
wood. ”

Total price RM 7,775.

Central Construction Office, “List of regular occupancy levels in Auschwitz Con-  RGVA, 502-1-272,
centration Camp.” The list contains the same data as the document “Regular Block pp. 52-53;
Occupancy in Auschwitz CC” of November 3, 1942. Total occupancy: 10,010 pris- 382-1-50, pp. 78-
oners. -

Central Construction Office, “List of regular occupancy levels in Auschwitz PowW RGVA, 502-1-272,

Camp_” pp. 52-53.
“l. Quarantine camp: (I. Construction Section)

30 pieces brick lodging barracks 60 bunks 3 x 3 inmates x 30 = 16200

in addition 1 writing room and 1 room for block elders each =30

6 pieces horse-stable barracks 18 bunks x 16 x 16 fields x 6 =1728

writing and block elder room as before 2 block elders each =12
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17960
12 day rooms (horse-stable barracks)
16 spaces x 3 tables x 17 prisoners x 12 = 9792
11. Construction Section:
99 pieces horse-stable-lodging barracks (plank beds)

9 x 11 x 16 squares x 30 = 47520
36 pieces day-stay rooms (horse-stable barracks)
16 squares x 3 tables x 17 prisoners x 36 = 29376

I11. Construction Section I:
Same as Construction Section |1
99 pieces horse-stable-lodging barracks (plank beds)

9x 11 x 16 squares x 30 = 47520
36 pieces day recreation rooms (horse-stable barracks)

16 squares x 3 tables x 17 inmates x 36 = 29376
Housing: 113010
Day-Stay: 68544

In the quarantine camp, 6 horse-stable barracks are also planned as infirmary barracks
and chambers. In Construction Sections Il and 11, the chambers will be located in the
laundry barracks.”

Telegram from SS-Gruppenfihrer Muller to all commanders and representatives of PS-1063 (in upper
the State Police and SD with the subject “Admitting Jewish inmates to CCs”: case without um-
“The RF SS & Chief of German Police has ordered that all concentration camps locat- lauts).

ed in the Reich be made free of Jews, and that all Jews be transferred to Auschwitz CC

and to the Lublin POW camp. The Inspector CC has already issued the corresponding

transfer orders. The respective CCs will provide information on the transfer of such

prisoners.”
7. “Bricklaying School Auschwitz CC. Weekly Report No. 16. period from 31 Oct. to RGVA, 502-1-85,
6 Nov. 1942”. pp. 112-112a.

“Beginning of the reporting week 140 apprentices: Addition 4.

End " " 137" : Departure 7"

Teaching topics: Building construction, practical exercises, building materials, lan-
guage teaching, spatial teaching, arithmetic. The apprentices were divided into dif-
ferent work commands:

Work Command | (new construction warehouse, bricklaying and auxiliary work in
Blocks13, 14, 23).

Labor Unit Il (nursery Raisko)

Labor Unit Il (bakery)

Labor Unit IV (D.A.W. Anhalt Comp.).

Headquarters Order No. 22/42 announces that SS-Obersturmfiihrer Richard Baer is Frei, pp. 193-195
the new adjutant; mentions new duty hours for the headquarters; explains chain of

command for patrol reports; explains formalities of headquarters arrest and filing

of crime reports for offenses by SS members; requires all SS members to conserve

electricity, water, and fuel; modifies issuance of ration cards to curb typhoid fever;

and lists miscellaneous found and lost property.

[8] Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
October” for the Construction Project Auschwitz CC: pp. 70-72.
Structures Start

1. BW 3: women’s branch camp: prov. laundry, prov. effects 2/3/1942 100%
storage barracks, delousing, sanitary facilities

2. BW 7A: inmate lodgings (for now prov. troop lodgings) 12/5/1942  90%

3. BW 9: sewerage 1/6/1940 55%
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4. BW 11: crematorium (new chimney) 12/6/1942
5. BW 20K: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 2) 18/6/1942
6. BW 20L.: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 11) 20/5/1942
7. BW 20M: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 12) 20/5/1942
8. BW 200: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 14) 18/5/1942
9. BW 20Q: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 16) 18/5/1942
10. BW 21: road construction 1/6/1940
11. BW 24: commandant’s residence 5/1/1942
12. BW 27: residences for married NCOs 1/7/1940
13. BW 29: water-supply plant 1/6/1940
14. BW 36B: officers’ lodgings and residences for married of-  10/7/1941
ficers
15. BW 36D: officers’ lodging barracks 1 16/11/1941
16. BW 40: SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus” 2/2/1942
17. BW 41: fencing in protective-custody camp 1/6/1940
18. BW 49: electr. outdoor facilities 1/6/1940
19. BW 54: gardening facilities 1/4/1941
20. BW 28: delousing and effects barracks 3/6/1942
21. BW 105: inmate lodgings no. 23 10/9/1941
22. BW 106: inmate lodgings no. 24 10/11/1941
23. BW 116: inmate lodgings no. 26 7/7/1942
24. BW 125: inmate lodgings no. 32 7/7/1942
25. BW 134: inmate lodgings no. 36 7/5/1942
26. BW 135: inmate lodgings no. 37 7/5/1942
27. BW 136: inmate lodgings no. 38 15/4/1942
28. BW 137: inmate lodgings no. 39 15/4/1942
29. BW 138: inmate lodgings no. 40 15/4/1942
30. BW 160: laundry and reception building with delousing 12/10/1941
and inmate bath
31. BW 201: main collector ditch with sewage treatment plant 15/11/1941
and digester-gas extraction
32. BW 36C: completion of residence for the of agricultural 4/5/1942
enterprises
33. BW 33C: slaughterhouse extension 1/4/1942
34. BW 13: completion of cells in headquarters’ building 27/7/1942
35. BW 173: headquarters’ and headquarters’ lodging build- 18/7/1942
ings
36. BW 23A: transformer station 28/7/1942
37. BW 23B: backup electric generator 28/7/1942
38. BW 161: prov. district heating plant 27/8/1942
39. BW 209: temp. bridge across Sola 28/8/1942
40. BW 31.: utility building /
41. BW 20N: inmate lodgings (adding floor Block 13) 5/8/1942
42. BW 157A: security workshop building 23/9/1942
43. BW 157B: security workshop building 23/9/1942
44. BW 157C: security workshop building 23/9/1942
45. BW 117: inmate lodging building 19/10/1942
46. BW 126: inmate lodging building 7/9/1942
47. BW 77: dog kennel 2/9/1942

100%
95%
100%
70%
75%
80%
65%
100%
75%
40%
80%

90%
100%
30%
45%
65%
100%
100%
95%
35%
30%
55%
60%
65%
65%
65%
50%

25%

100%

90%
100%
2%

60%
70%
20%
25%
0%
35%
3%.
20%
1%
2%
20%
20%

Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month
October” for the Construction Project PoW Camp:
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Structures Start

1. BW 2: drainage of the terrain 16/3/1942 35%
2. BW 3a: 30 brick lodging barracks 7/10/1941 100%
3. BW 3Db: 24 lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks) 12/3/1942 100%
4. BW 3c-d: 144 lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks) 23/3/1942 95%
5. BW 4a: utility barracks 1 + 2 4/12/1941 100%
6. BW 4b: storage barracks 4/12/1941 100%
7: BW 4d: 9 storage & laundry barracks 10/7/1942 80%
8. BW 5a: delousing barracks 1 4/12/1941 100%
9. BW 5h: delousing barracks 2 6/3/1942 100%
10. BW 6a: 5 wash barracks 4/3/1942 100%
11. BW 6b: 12 wash barracks 2/7/1942 80%
12. BW 7a: 5 toilet barracks 4/3/1942 100%
13. BW 7b: 15 toilet barracks 2/7/1942 80%
14. BW 8a: 1 morgue barracks 5/1/1942 100%
15. BW 9: entrance building quarantine camp 5/12/1941 100%
16. BW 12c: 2 infirmary barracks 15/7/1942 100%
17. BW 13: watchtowers, wood 10/3/1942  60%
18. BW 14: barracks camp for the guard unit 1/7/1942 50%
19. BW 16: access roads 7/10/1941 70%
20. BW 17: road construction inside of camp 5/4/1942 35%
21. BW 18: sewerage and sewage treatment plant 21/10/1941 45%
22. BW 19: water-supply plants 5/1/1942 50%
23. BW 20/21: high-voltage plant and high-voltage power line 16/11/1941 100%

feed
24. BW 24: fences (electr. wire) 8/11/1941 60%
25. BW 25: wire fences for camp subdivision 1/12/1941 30%
26. BW 26: transformer station 6/12/1941 100%
27. BW 30: Crematorium | 2/7/1942 45%
28. BW 30A: Crematorium Il 14/9/1942 10%
29. BW 30B: Crematorium Il 9/10/1942 12%
30. BW 6C-7C: wash & toilet barracks 1/9/1942 25%
31. BW 12Q: 6 infirmary barracks 15/10/1942 10%
32. BW 31: bakery 21/11/1941 65%
9. Radio message from SS camp physician Friedrich Entress, to SS-WVHA, Office ~ TNA. HW 16-21.

DIl ZIP/GPDD

“Regarding status of typhus cases on 9 Nov. 42. Among the troops, since 2 Nov. 42, 4~ 292b/1.12.42,n.
SS members have been admitted to the Res. Infirmary Kattowitz, in the men’s CC 37 41742
suspected cases of typhus (since 2 Nov. 42, 2 admissions, 9 discharges, 1 departure by

death).”

13. Construction Office of the Waffen SS and Police Auschwitz U/S.-Oswiecim. Work RGVA, 502-1-328,
card. Order No. 2433. pp. 70-70a.
“For delousing barracks PoW camp BW 5a.
Production of 2 pcs. gas-tight doors 1,00/2,00 m for the sauna. Addendum: 2 pcs. gas-
tight doors 1.20 x 2.18 m.
Started: 20 Nov. 42. Finished: 30 Nov. 42.”

“Obligation” of Josef Kluge Company, used for road-construction work. Form RGVA, 502-1-369,
identical to that of the Helmut Prestel Company dated October 7, 1942. p. 1.

14. Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Head of Office Group C of the  RGVA, 502-1-332,
SS-WVHA with the subject “Auschwitz CC, fire-police measures. Fire in Disinfes- pp. 52-53.



THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 187

15.

16.

17.

tation Plant I in the protective-custody camp on 5 Nov. 42, 10 o’clock in the even-
ing.” Report on the incident.

Letter from RSHA, Office IV C 2, to various agencies, including Office Group D  RGVA, 502-1-8, p.
of the SS-WVHA, with the subject “Parcel Shipments to Prisoners”. 14.
“The Reichsfuhrer and Chief of the German Police has authorized, effective immediate-

ly, that prisoners may receive food parcels from their relatives.

The number of packages a prisoner may receive is unlimited, but the contents must be
consumed by the prisoner on the day of arrival or the following day. Otherwise, the dis-
tribution will be made to other prisoners as well.

This order applies not only to German prisoners, but also to all other prisoners who

have the opportunity to have food packages sent to them.

Any violation, e.g., tampering with food packages, or abuse, e.g., bringing through se-

cret messages or other unauthorized items, will be punished with the most severe penal-
ties.”

Central Construction Office, “Constructions of the Central Construction Office of RGVA, 502-1-85,
the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police in the 3rd Year of War Economy.” pp. 114, 119,
List of buildings, divided into 16 columns; the first two refer to serial number and

construction project/structure:

“G.B.BauVIll Za 1 (1).

20. delousing barracks u. 4 effects barracks

21. 5 barracks for special treatment [...].

31. disinfestation plant:

(a) f. special treatment

b) f. for [sic] troops (sauna and disinfection).”

Letter from J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, with the subject “Your letter dated 1.11.42, = RGVA, 502-1-313,
K.L.-Auschwitz, PoW camp, Crematorium 11 and 1V, uns. Offer. No. 42/0802/1”: pp.71-71a.
“We acknowledge receipt of your aforementioned letter and note that you, not we, have

made a mistake. According to your wire message:

‘Rewired price about a piece of complete eight-muffle furnace as taken over from Mogi-

lev including anchoring and change to wood heating,’

we have sent you a quote for a Topf eight-muffle cremation furnace, including anchor-

ing and with wood firing, i.e. as you requested.

We assumed that you wanted another eight-muffle cremation furnace to be installed in

the area, with wood as fuel.

However, as can be seen from your aforementioned letter, you would like a quote to

serve as a basis for our invoice. However, we have to include wood firing in the offer,

since the furnaces intended for Mogilev at that time are equipped for wood firing. For

this reason, you had given us the order in your letter of 15 Sept. 1942 to change the

wood firing to generator firing.

In order to inform you about the actual scope of delivery, we have enclosed a cost esti-

mate for a Topf eight-muffle cremation furnace with wood firing, but without anchoring

irons. We ask you to destroy our offer of 19 Oct. of this year, with which we had offered

the furnace including the anchoring irons, so that no ambiguities can arise later.”

J.A. Topf & Sons, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Office. RGVA, 502-1-313,
“Cost estimate for a Topf eight-muffle cremation furnace ”. pp. 72-74.
All components of the furnace are listed in detail. Price: RM 12,972.

Letter from the District Administrator of the Bielitz District to the Commandant of RGVA. 502-1-332,
the Auschwitz CC with the subject “Typhus epidemic”. p. 125.

There have been no more cases of typhus in the Jawischowitz Camp recently, but a

suspected case of typhus has been reported in Braunau. The camp lockdown for ci-

vilian workers continues.

“Further, | have received 2 new cases of typhus from the Health Office. On 31 Oct.
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1942, the Polish woman Salomeja Pomietlak from Przecischau 394 fell ill and died on 3
Nov. 1942 in the hospital in Wadowitz. The husband met prisoners from the CC camp at

the work place. On 24 Oct. 1942, the wife Honorata Juszczak from Auschwitz fell ill.

The 16-year-old son worked in the CC at the construction company Falk, and came into

contact with prisoners. He was not housed in the camp, but walked daily from the
apartment to the conc. camp to work. ”

Letter from the SS-WVHA, Office C 1/2, to the headquarters of Auschwitz CC:

“On the occasion of the meeting in Kattowitz on September 23, 1942, between all agen-

cies interested in Auschwitz, the boundary of the area of interest of the Waffen-SS and
the city of Auschwitz was finally determined. ”
A detailed description of the boundaries follows.

Letter from Robert Koehler, civil engineer, to the Central Construction Office:
“Enclosed | am sending you an invoice together with a copy for the new chimney
Crematorium | PoW camp, and kindly ask for possible immediate remittance of the
above amount.”

Radio message from First Leader of Labor Service Franz Hossler to SS-WVHA,
Office D II:

“Re.: Inmate deployment Buna Works.

Total strength camp Buna Works 2184. Deployed in the Buna Works: 1568; engaged in
constructing the camp: 396; inpatients: 86; total number of guards: 132.”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmfiihrer Karl Sommer (SS-WVHA, Office Group

D) to the Auschwitz CC:
“Re: Prisoner calculation for HUTA, Above- and Below-Ground Construction, AG,
KATTOWITZ.

HUTA objects to the daily rate of Rm. 4 charged here on the grounds that, according to

the contract, HUTA would have to reimburse only 60 percent of the standard wage for
the work on the main collector. | request that a copy of this contract be sent to me im-
mediately. | assume that this contract was concluded between the Construction Office
and HUTA.”

Radio message from SS camp doctor Friedrich Entress to the SS-WVHA (Office D

1ny:

“We report that SS Untersturmfiihrer Heinz THILO resumed his duties on 18 Nov. 42.”

Radio message from SS-Untersturmfiihrer Max Sell (Department Il1a) to SS-
WVHA, Office D II:

“Re.: Inmate deployment Buna Works.

Total strength 2173; deployed in Buna Works 1588; occupied with camp construction
297; inpatients 97. Total number of guards: 131.”

Radio message from SS-Untersturmfithrer Max Sell (Department I11a) to the SS-
WVHA:

“Re: prisoner housing in women’s concentration camps.

Reference: our letter of 13 Nov. 42.

Women and political prisoners are housed separately. Women and political prisoners
work FEATZT [jetzt/now?] partially separated. Complete separation is not possible. ”

Construction Office of the Waffen SS and Police Auschwitz U/S.-Oswiecim. Work
card. Order No. 2466:

“For PoW camp, BW 5a delousing barracks.

8 pieces gas-tight doors — execution as discussed.

Started: 20 Nov. 42. Finished: 28 Nov. 42.”

Radio message from SS-Untersturmfiihrer Max Sell (Department Il1a) to SS-

RGVA, 502-1-9, p.
31.

RGVA, 502-1-313,
p. 71.

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIP/GPDD
301b/29.11.42, n.

I

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIP/GPDD
301b/29.11.42, n.
15/16.

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIP/GPDD
302b/28.11.42, n.
3.

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIP/GPDD
302b/28.11.42, n.
5.

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIP/GPDD
302b/28.11.42, n.
9/10.

RGVA, 502-1-328,
pp. 78-78a.

TNA. HW 16-22.
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WVHA, Office D II: ZIP/GPDD
“Re.: Inmate deployment Buna Works. Total strength camp Buna Works 2117; de- 303b/28.11.42, n.
ployed in Buna Works 1607; occupied with camp construction 280; inpatients 99. Total 36.

number of guards 131.”

Central Construction Office, “Statement of Cement Requirements for the Month of RGVA, 502-1-265,
February 1943”. p. 447.
“(1) 500 tons monthly requirement

of which 250 tons Construction Project VIII Up a 1 and

250 to " " VIllUpaz2.

2.) a) SS accommodation and CC Auschwitz U/S VIII Upa 1

b) Auschwitz U/S Prisoner-of-War Camp.

(Implementation of special treatment.) VIIl Upa 2.”

Construction Office of the Waffen SS and Police Auschwitz U/S.-Oswiecim. Work RGVA, 502-2-8, p.
card. Order no. 98/291:8 1.
“For Subject: Crematorium Il — BW No. 30 in PoW camp the following work is to be
performed:
Construction lighting inside Crematorium 11, as well as setting the floodlights for night
work /gaurd chain/.
Started: 15 Jan. 1943. Finished: 23 Jan. 1943.”

Letter from the SS Economic and Administrative Main Office, head of Office NO-1543.
Group D — Concentration Camps, to the camp commandants of all CCs with the
subject “Reporting Procedure for Deaths in Concentration Camps.”
“By order of the Reichsfiihrer-SS and Chief of the German Police, the following guide-
lines are issued in agreement with the Reich Security Main Office for the processing of
deaths in the concentration camps, annulling all orders previously issued:
1) Deaths of male and female Jews are to be recorded only in a collective list (single
copy), which must contain the following information:

serial no.

last name, first name, for women also maiden name,

date and place of birth,

nationality,

last place of residence,

date of death,

cause of death,

place of incarceration.
If protective or preventive detention has been ordered for Jews by the Office — IV C 2 or
Office V — of the Reich Security Main Office, the names of the persons concerned are to
be underlined in red pencil, and the detention number of Office IV or V is to be indicat-
ed. The lists are to be compiled in order of date of death and submitted here by the 3rd
of the following month after the end of the month.
Express letters and final reports of the deaths of Jewish prisoners are thus omitted.
2) Death reports on all other prisoners are to be submitted in simple form only to the
Reich Security Main Office — Office IV C 2 or Office V — and to the SS Economic and
Administrative Main Office — Office Group D — using the previously used form (express
letter). These forms are to be sent by regular mail continuously to the Reich Security
Main Office or to the office here.
In both cases to number 1. and 2., it is the same whether it concerns natural or unnatu-
ral deaths.
This does not affect the direct notification by telex of the referral offices for the purpose
of informing the next of kin, if prescribed. The previous procedure for reporting the
deaths of Soviet prisoners of war and Russian civilian workers will not be changed. The

8 Underlined words are preprinted in the form.
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camp commandants are responsible to the Reichsfiihrer-SS and to me personally for en-
suring that, in spite of this reduction in reports, it is not forgotten at any point in the
camps that the human life of every criminal must also be accounted for.”

Radio message from SS-Untersturmfiihrer Max Sell (Department Il1a) to SS- TNA. HW 16-22.
WVHA: ZIP/GPDD

“Re.: Inmate deployment Buna Works ... corrupt groups ... 2.04, deployed in Buna 304b/28.11.42, n.
Works 1607; occupied with camp construction: 277; inpatients: 101. total number of ... 1

corrupt groups ...? 31.” [total number of guards: 131].

Radio message from SS camp physician SS-Obersturmfiihrer Friedrich Entress to  TNA. HW 16-22.
SS-WVHA, Office D llI: ZIPIGPDD
“Information is requested as to whether the commandeering of SS Hauptsturmfithrer ~ 3040/28.11.42, n.
Dr. Kurt UHLENBROCK to CC AU. has been cancelled. ” 2.

Radio message, probably from the SS camp physician SS-Obersturmfiihrer Frie- ~ TNA. HW 16-22.
drich Entress, to the SS-WVHA, Office D IlI: ZIP/GPDD

“It is requested that the start of the treatment course for SS Sturmbannfihrer Dr. Joa-  304b/28.11.42, n.
chim CAESAR be postponed to the beginning of January for urgent family reasons. SS
Untersturmfihrer WEBER has not yet arrived to deal with the water issue...”

Bricklaying School Auschwitz CC. APMO, Aul, BW
“Report 1/20/105, pp. 19-
on the activity of the Bricklayers’ School in the period from 16 July 1942 to 21 Nov. 19.
1942.
The school was opened at Auschwitz CC-Birkenau on 16 July 1942.
On 16 July 1942, the strength was 302 apprentices

" 31 July 1942 strength: 501, addition: 343, departure: 144.

"31 Aug. 1942 " 712, " 312, " 101

"28 Sept. 1942 " :522, " :9, " 1199
The departures during this period was made up of sick and unsuitable apprentices. [...]
On the day of the transfer of the Bricklayers’ School to Auschwitz CC (28 Sept. 1942),
the strength was 522 apprentices. Of these, 201 apprentices were transferred with the
school. The remaining 321 apprentices dropped out and remained in Auschwitz CC-
Birkenau.
On 29 Sept. 1942 strength: 201

" 310ct. 1942 " : 144, additions: 8, departures: 65.

" 21 Nov. 1942 " 1129, " :8,departures: 23

(Of the 129 apprentices, 99 are deployable).
The considerable decrease in the number of apprentices is due, on the one hand, to the
departure of 321 apprentices already mentioned above, and, on the other hand, to nu-
merous cases of illness.”

Central Construction Office. “Contract award No. 27 of chimney and demolition =~ RGVA, 502-2-23,
for Crematorium BW 11 at Auschwitz CC” to Robert Koehler. p. 16.

The final invoice must be calculated according to the offer of August 14, 1942,

which provided for smoke ducts of 19.50 m; in the offer of July 24, their length

was only 12 m.

This date marks the beginning of a collection of documents on the transfer of pris- NI-14997.
oners from the Monowitz inmate infirmary to the Auschwitz and Birkenau inmate
infirmaries. The last transfer is dated September 18, 1944. A total of 7,295 prison-

ers are registered there, for 4,901 of whom the medical diagnosis is given (exhaus-

tion, diarrhea, edema, phlegmon, pneumonia, typhus, etc.).

Letter from headquarters Auschwitz CC to the Central Construction Office with the RGVA, 502-1-275,
subject “Structural changes in Auschwitz CC”: pp. 7-8.
“In the women’s CC: [...] Bar the windows in all the stone blocks so that the Jewish
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women can be locked up in the blocks. [...]
Erection of a Swiss barrack at the crematorium as an office for the Political Depart-
ment.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Er-
furt, with the subject “Auschwitz CC — Crematoria — PoW Camp”:

“This is an opportunity to inform you that the requested payment installment in the
amount of RM 27,000 for item 5-three-muffle furnaces, your order no. 42/1454/1, has
been passed on from here for transfer. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, the Chief of Office
C V, with the subject “Incineration Furnaces Mogilev”:

“For the purpose of confirming the order, a cost offer for one incinerator with 8 muffles
was requested by the local office from the Topf and Sons company. The estimate
amounts to RM 12,972. This does not include the price for the furnace anchoring, since
the latter was made in the local inmate workshop. ”

Radio message from SS camp physician Friedrich Entress [here as Entresz], to the
SS-WVHA, Office DIl [correct: DIII].

“Re: Status of typhus cases on 23 Nov. 42. Among the troops, since ... 17 Nov. 42, 3 SS
members have been admitted to the Res. Infirmary Kattowitz because of suspected ty-
phus. In the men’s CC, 15 cases of suspected typhus (since 17 Nov. 42, 3 admissions ...
delousing). In women’s CC, 40 suspected cases of typhus (since 17 Nov. 42 ... 3 groups
missed ... admissions, 4 discharges, 9 departures by death. ”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmfiihrer Heinrich Schwarz (Department 111a) to
SS-WVHA, Office D II:

“Re.: Inmate deployment Buna Works.

Total strength 2579; deployed in Buna Works 1599; occupied with camp construction
2... inpatients 126. Total number of guards 133.”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Gerhard Maurer (SS-WVHA, Of-
fice Group D) to Auschwitz CC.

“Re.: Inmate deployment Buna Works. Reference: your telex of 23 Nov. 42.

Totals. GEERS [total strength] Buna Works is reported as 2579, of which 1619 de-
ployed to Buna Works and 293 deployed to set up camp, while 98 are reported as inpa-
tients. These 3 items add up to 2010. Where is the difference of 569 deployed? Request
telex information. ”

Garrison Order No. 32/42 prohibits hunting on the territory of the Raisko estate
and withdraws certain hunting licenses.

Central Construction Office. File memo with the subject “Meeting with SS Bri-
gadefiihrer Dr. Kammler on 32 Nov. 42

“On 23 Nov. 42, a meeting took place in the Central Construction Office of the Waffen-
SS and Auschwitz Police.

Participants: SS-Brigadefiihrer Dr. Kammler

SS-Obersturmbannfihrer Hoss

SS-Sturmbannfiihrer (F) Dr. Caesar

SS-Hautsturmfiihrer Bischoff

SS-Hautsturmfuhrer Ziemssen. ”

Topics covered: 1) melioration work, 2) farm buildings.

“6) The demolition of old Polish houses, barns, etc., is to be carried out by the Con-
struction Office according to a plan to be specifically determined by the headquarters,
taking into account the stock of houses still needed for living quarters.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the CC headquarters with the sub-
ject “Typhus epidemic”:
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“The quarantine regulations continue to be strictly enforced by the Labor Deployment
Department of the Central Construction Office here. No civilian worker leaves the
camp without proper disinfection and delousing, which is carried out by two specially
assigned medical orderlies.”

Salomeja Pometlak [sic] does not work in the Central Construction Office, and
Honorata Juszczak’s 16-year-old son is housed in the civilian workers’ camp and
currently lives in house No. 156.

Headquarters Order No. 23/42 mentions the result of a collection for the Winter
Relief Charity; grants or revokes various hunting privileges to certain SS men;
cites a WVHA order prohibiting civilian occupations while on duty; sets the maxi-
mum temperature in heated rooms at 18°C; cites instructions for use of intelligence
devices; and lists several lost objects, a runaway dachshund and a found wedding
ring.

Radio message from SS camp physician SS-Obersturmfihrer Friedrich Entress to
SS-WVHA, Office D Il [correct: D I11]:

“SS Hauptsturmfiihrer Dr. Eduard WIRTHS has returned from leave and began his du-
ties on 26 Nov. 42.”

Headquarters Auschwitz CC:
“As of Monday, Nov. 30, 1942, inmates leave for work at 7:00 a.m.”

Radio message from Buchenwald CC to SS-WVHA, Office Group D, and to
Auschwitz CC.

“Re: Transfer of inmates to AUSCHWITZ CC.

The transport requested by letter of the Head of Office Groups C/CV/IC Allg. 60/PR/W
of 11 Nov. 42, with 150 fit prisoners together with 13 Jews, will leave WEIMAR on Fri-
day, 27 Nov. 42 at 1203 hours. Sgd. Pister.”

Central Construction Office. Note with the subject “Deaeration for crematoria™:
“On 27 Nov. 42, the undersigned telephoned the Topf & Son [sic] company, Erfurt, Ing.
Priifer. The company would have a fitter available in about 8 days who, when the ceil-
ings over the special cellars are finished, is to install the deaeration system; further-
more, the forced-draft system for the 5 3-muffle furnaces. On this occasion, the deaera-
tion system could be installed in the old crematorium of the CC.”

Radio message from Niederhagen CC to SS-WVHA:

“Re: Delivered truck. ‘Southall’ to AUSCHWITZ. Reference: your radio message of 27
Nov. 42, 1100 hrs.

The Cdt. of NDH. CC reports that the truck. ‘Southall’ handed over at AUSCHWITZ
CC had no generator gas system and none was planned. Sgd. HAAS, SS Hauptsturm-
fahrer.”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Enno Lolling (SS-WVHA, Office D
I11) to SS garrison physician of Auschwitz CC:

“A new medical orderly, SS Unterscharfihrer Richard ROERZ, born 25 April 19, ar-
rives there on 1 Dec. 42.”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmfiihrer Heinrich Schwarz (Dept. 111a) to SS-
WVHA, Office D II.

“Re.: Inmate deployment Buna Works.

Total strength: camp Buna Works 4462; deployed in Buna Works 1806; occupied with
camp construction 338; inpatients 108. total number of guards: 154.”

Central Construction Office. “Activity and Construction Report for the Month of
November 1942” by SS-Sturmmann Jothann.
Work was done on the following structures:

Frei, pp. 196-198
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1) Provisional bakery, 2) officers’ lodging barracks, 3) office barracks — Erd- und
Steinwerke, 4) civilian workers’ lodging barracks, 5) officers’ lodging house 141 —
garages, 6) canteen community, 7) civilian workers’ camp — delousing, 8) factory
halls — Krupp, 9) House of the Waffen-SS.

entral Construction Office. “Construction Report for the Period from November 1  RGVA, 502-1-24,
to November 30, 1942 by SS-Untersturmfihrer Franz Weislav (Department of p. 60.

Cultural Construction).

Work was carried out on the following structures:

I. PoW Camp Construction Section 11

a) sewer work, b) open trenches, c) sewage treatment plant, d) drainage work, €)

grading.

1. PoW Camp Construction Section 11l and crew quarters

(a) sewer works, (b) open trenches, (c) grading.

I11. Meliorations in the area of interest (degree of completion 0,5%).

Radio message from SS-WVHA to Auschwitz CC: TNA. HW 16-22.
“Re: SS Settlement AU. ZIP/GPDD
Head of Office Group C informs that in the course of the final determination of the 313b/8.2.43, n.
boundaries of the area of interest of the Waffen SS in AU. for the planned SS settlement, 14/16.

a new area south of the CC was determined by the head of office. In order to bring the

planning to a conclusion as soon as possible, head of Office Group C asks him for this

purpose the number of apartments for the married members of the headquarters CC

AU, according to the peace plan strength as soon as possible. In order to be able to

give the requested notice, | also ask for early ... 3rd part missed... ”

Radio message by SS-Obersturmfiihrer Heinrich Schwarz (Dept. I11a) to the SS-  TNA. HW 16-22.
WVHA, Office D II: ZIP/GPDD
“Re.: Inmate deployment Buna Works. 3130b/8.2.43, n.
Total strength camp Buna Works 2440; deployed in Buna Works 1833; occupied with 32133.

camp construction 300; inpatients 128; reported sick 8; arraignments 174; total num-

ber of guards: 152.”

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths to SS-WVHA, Office D TNA. HW 16-22.

m ZIPIGPDD
“Res. Infirmary Kattowitz reports by telephone on 30 Nov. 42 that SS Rifleman Ernst ~ 3130/8.2.43, n.
Eberle, born 15 June 01, 2 SS T Stuba. CC AU, died of typhus on 28 Nov. 42.” 39.

Letter from the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Erfurt, to the Central Construction Of- RGVA, 502-1-313,
fice with the subject “Crematorium, cremation furnace, our order No. 42/1454/1”;  p-61.

“We refer to the above order, which is for

5 pieces of Topf three-muffle cremation furnaces,

3 pieces of Topf t forced-draft systems and

fireclay material for the smoke-duct system

and kindly request you to inform us in which urgency level this construction project is

classified. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Er- RGVA, 502-1-314,
furt, with the subject “Auschwitz CC, Crematorium | PoW Camp and old cremato- P- 17.

rium in the CC”:

“The fitter you have promised can begin immediately with the installation of the deaer-

ation system in the old crematorium in Auschwitz CC. After completion of this work, the

forced-draft system for Crematorium I (5 3-muffle furnaces) can then be installed in

PoW Camp. Then the construction work should have progressed so far that he can also

install the deaeration system in the latter crematorium, provided that by then all the

necessary materials have been delivered by you for these installations. ”
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A special headquarters order reminds of the ban on alcohol during duty hours. Frei, p. 198

December 1942

1.

“Inmate Infirmary of the Auschwitz CC, Auschwitz, 1 December 1942. APMO, D-Aul-5/1,
To the pharmacy of the Auschwitz CC Arzneimittel-
The inmate infirmary needs: bestellung, p. 559.
5 kg Phenol.
Medical orderly
in the inmate infirmary
Klehr
SS-Unterscharfuhrer.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, head of Office RGVA, 502-1-272,
Group C, with the subject “CC and PoW Camp Auschwitz, sauna facility” and ref- P- 29.

erence “telephone request for plans”:

“On the basis of the above telephone call, the plans for the following sauna facilities

are submitted in enclosure in duplicate.

1.) Sauna in PoW Camp built into delousing plant

2.) Sauna and disinfection unit for guard troops PoW Camp

3) Sauna for guard troops PoW Camp in Birkenau, provisionally built into existing

building.

4.) Sauna for headquarters staff in CC, type Oslo.”

Letter from the SS-WVHA, Chief of Office Group C, to the Construction Inspec- RGVA, 502-1-332,
torate of the Waffen-SS and Police “Reich-Ost”, Posen, with the subject “Ausch- ~ P. 123.

witz CC, Quarantine Barracks”:

“With above letter (of 24 November 1942), the chief of Office Group D applied for the

erection of 2 barracks in Auschwitz CC for the accommodation of German male and

female prisoners who are to be released and must first undergo a 3 week quarantine.

Since these barracks are urgently required for reasons of camp security, | order that the

responsible construction department immediately prepare and submit the necessary

construction application. ”

Garrison Order No. 33/42 orders the use of 5% chlorinated lime solution instead of Frei, p. 198
chlorinated lime itself for latrine disinfection, and dental treatment times for SS
family members and civilian employees are mentioned.

Central Construction Office, “Activity Report of the Motor Pool of the Central RGVA, 502-1-181,
Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz O./S. for the Month of Pp. 234-244.
November 1942”:

“Vehicle deployment (summary) days
deployment during above period of time 27
vehicle deployment " oo 383
vehicle deployment daily on average 15-16 trucks
total trips in the above period
within the camp area 1664
outside of " " 21
for the companies 225 1910 loads
kilometers driven
with gasoline 2074
" diesel 12337
" wood gas 470
" generator gas 513 15394 km
fuel consumption during above period
gasoline 1004 It.

diesel fuel 6190 " “
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A detailed report follows.

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Arthur Liebehenschel (SS-WVHA, TNA. HW 16-22.
Office D 1) to Auschwitz CC: ZIP/GPDD
“For the purpose of taking the remaining driving tests and trials with Met[h]anol, S5 316b/7.12.42,n.
Untersturmfithrer REUPERT will arrive in AUSCHWITZ on Monday, 7 Dec. 42.” 39.

Garrison Order No. 34/42 orders delousing and disinfestation for anyone leaving  Frei, p. 199
the camp for leave or official travel, and mentions a road closure.

4, Letter from the SS garrison physician to the Auschwitz CC headquarters with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-332,
subject “Meeting with the District Administrator of the Bielitz District on 4 Dec. ~ pp. 117-119.
1942”:

“By way of introduction, the district administrator gave an overview of the state of ty-
phus in the district of Bielitz and pointed out that the individual cases of typhus which
had occurred in the district were allegedly all due to the CC. According to the official
physician’s investigations, typhus was either spread by civilian workers themselves,
who left the camp area without permission and bypassed the camp lockdown and went
to their relatives, or relatives of civilian workers employed in Auschwitz fell ill. The
District Administrator therefore requests a report on measures taken to prevent the
spread of typhus.”

The SS garrison physician pointed out that “civilian workers are given leave only
in the most-urgent cases and after prior thorough delousing and disinfestation,”
however, the district administrator considered these measures insufficient. He fur-
ther stated:

“In addition, the delousing and disinfestation of the prisoners of Auschwitz CC is con-
tinuing, so that an extinction of the typhus epidemic in the CC can also be expected
shortly.”

At present, “3 large disinfestation shower and sauna facilities” can be put into op-
eration, two for prisoners and one for the troops, with a capacity of 3,000-4,000
men per day. The following measures are required for the civilian worker:

“1. Accommodation of civilian workers in communal camps within the chain of posts.
2. Establishment of quarantine accommodation.

3. Implementation of a 3-week quarantine for all civilian workers to be furloughed. ”

Central Construction Office. “The following quantities of curtains, runners and RGVA, 502-1-272,
carpets are required:” pp. 23-26.
House of the Waffen-SS, in the rooms: hall, corridor and staircase; 2 rooms of bet-

ter design, 8 guest rooms with 2 beds, 19 simple guest rooms. In addition, the fol-

lowing are mentioned: main barracks, officers’ lodging barracks, lodging and utili-

ty barracks, lodging house no. 56B, lodging house no. 24 near the railroad station

and lodging house no. 210.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Report for Month of November 1942, RGVA, 502-1-24,
“There were 923 civilian workers, 4870 male prisoners, 1584 female prisoners, 45 pp. 47-54.
carts, 13 motor vehicles [and other machinery] in use at the end of the month. ”

1. Construction Project Concentration Camp

a) Protective-custody camps

BW 20 L, K, M, N, O, Q: adding floor to inmate lodgings.

BW 7 A: inmate lodging building

BW 43: prov. laundry

BW 20 D: laundry and lavatory addition

b) Protective-custody camp extension

BW 116, 117, 125, 126, 127, 134-138: inmate lodging building

BW 157 A, B, C, D: inmate security workshop building
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BW 160: laundry and reception building with delousing and prisoner baths

¢) Other buildings

BW 23: backup electric generator

BW 211: transformer station

BW 161: district heating plant

BW 33 B: slaughterhouse extension

BW 36 B: officers’ lodging barracks (house no. 141)

BW 36 D: officers’ lodging barracks 1

BW 40: SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus”

House 7: coffee house of the canteen community

BW 209: temp. bridge across Sola

BW 21: road construction

BW 29: water-supply plant

BW 9: sewerage

BW 201: main collector sewers for wastewater and stormwater with

sewage treatment plant and digester-gas extraction plant

11. Construction Project Agricultural Enterprises

BW 26 B: field barns a) in Birkenau b) in Broschkowitz ¢) in Budy

BW 63: yard barns a) in Babitz | b) in Babitz 11 ¢) in Budy

BW 64: large-scale greenhouse plant in Raisko

BW 65 E: chicken-breeding sheds in Harmense

BW 68: laboratory in Raisko

BW 71: stable yards a) in Budy b) in Babitz

BW 76: grass-drying facility in Raisko

I11. Construction Project Auschwitz Prisoner-of-War Camp

Construction Section |, Quarantine Camp

Continuation of work on the brick stoves in the barracks. 18 barracks provided
with stoves. One hot-air disinfestation and one sauna facility completed. Work con-
tinued on the 2nd hot-air disinfestation unit and the 2nd sauna unit. 2 laundry and 1
X-ray barracks completed, foundations bricked for 1 storage barracks. New pave-
ment applied to the main road.

Construction Section 11

Continuation of the installation works including the necessary earthworks, mason-
ry and concrete works. 4 intermediate fences of camp subdivision completed. 9
utility barracks completed. Septic tanks constructed for 4 utility barracks. Drainage
lines installed, extension work continued on open trenches for surface drainage.
Water connections for 4 wash and toilet barracks were made.

Construction Section 11

Work continued on the exterior fencing. Foundations completed for 4 utility bar-
racks. Camp road between Il and 111 nearing completion. The sewerage system is
under construction, as well as the surface drainage.

Crematoria

A) Ground floor masonry constructed over basement portion. All ceilings concret-
ed. Concrete pressure plate placed in basement 3. Masonry of basement 1 complet-
ed. Two three-muffle furnaces completed, two more started.

B) Insulation masonry constructed and plastered in basement 1 and 3. Foundation
trenches dug and bricked. Bricked and grouted the chimney 9 m high. In order not
to interrupt the insulation work on cellar 2 in case of bad weather, a prov. roof was
erected over this cellar.

C) Continuation of the masonry work. Furnace room masonry constructed.

D) Completion of earthwork and start of masonry work on foundations.”
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Troop housing, bakery.

IV. Construction Project Construction Yard Auschwitz

BW 32 C: 4 lodging barracks in civilian workers’ camp |

BW 42 A: lodging barracks for Italian civilian workers

(civilian workers’ camp 11)

BW 82: pass-through barracks for civilian workers’ camp |

V. Construction Project Gravel Works Auschwitz (Amt W [)

BW 3: Office barracks in Auschwitz

VII. Construction Project Krupp factory halls

BW 4: Hall |

BW 4: Hall Il

VII. Construction Project meliorations in the area of interest of Auschwitz CC
VIII Miscellaneous

Workshops (joinery, locksmith’s shop, carpentry, painting, glazier’s shop, motor

pool)
Concrete workshop.

5. Central Construction Office. File memo with the subject “Delivered and installed = RGVA, 502-1-261,
disinfection and disinfestation devices”. pp. 222f.
“All devices were ordered from Berlin and assigned to Auschwitz, namely: RGVA, 502-1-332,
3 hot-air devices brand Hochheim Company, Monchengladbach (these are already in-  PP- 97-97a.
stalled as follows:

1 piece PoW Camp, Section I, men’s barracks BW 5a

r " women’s barrack " 5b

1 " prov. troop sauna PoW Camp, Section 11 (in existing massive building)

3 hot-air devices, Goedicker brand, have been ordered and reminded, should be on the
way since 21/22. These are needed for the large prisoner disinfection barracks, PoW
Camp, Construction Section I1.

3 coal-fired disinfection units have been delivered by Werner, Berlin:

1 piece BW 5a — PoW Camp, men’s barracks

1 " BW5b- " ” women’sbarrack

1 " isintended for civilian workers decontamination barracks BW 82.

1 piece of hot-air device, Klein brand,* is installed in Auschwitz CC behind the headq.
building in the building.

Still needed are:

1 piece of hot-air device, brand Hochheim, M.-Gladbach

for civilian workers’ delousing barracks

1 piece for Italian delousing barracks new

1 " " Troop sauna, Section II, PoW Camp new

2 " Disinfection device for last 2 buildings."

* “The installation, method of operation and operating instructions for fired air-heaters for
disinfestation and delousing plants” by Theodor Klein Company.

SS-WVHA, Office C IIl, Engineering Departments. To all economists, Central RGVA, 502-1-9,
Construction Offices, and Construction Offices. Addendum to Directive No. 31:  Pp- 58-59.

“3. Storage tanks for toxic liquefied gases (chlorine, phosgene) and toxic readily vapor-

izing liquids (hydrogen cyanide) shall be placed in rooms below ground level with a

minimum firebomb-proof ceiling (20 cm reinforced concrete). ”

Garrison Order No. 34a/42 lists consequences of the change of boundary of the Frei, p. 200
Auschwitz CC area of interest, and recalls the ban on entering Auschwitz.

7. Letter from Central Construction Office to SS-WVHA, chief of Office C V, subject RGVA, 502-1-265,
“Special Allocation of Fuel for December 1942 to Power Construction Machinery  pp- 299-300.
for Well Drilling.” The total requirement is:
crude oil 600 kg
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864 It.
45.30 kg

gasoline
lubricant and engine oil

Central Construction Office. “List of the number of boilers and their contents in the AGK, NTN, 94, p.

prov. prisoners’ kitchen, as well as staffing levels in CC Au. I.” There are 47 boil-
ers with a total volume of 17,850 liters in Auschwitz CC 1.

“The present catering strength, including the external units, which also includes the
women’s camp in the staff building, is about 20,000 men.

Since the ration rate for prisoners is 1 1/4 to 1 1/2 liters per day, cooking must be done
in two installments for the present number of prisoners, in addition to which coffee and
tea must be made. The maximum occupancy of the camp is 25,000 — 30,000 men. With

the existing 47 kettles, this maximum number could only be catered for by cooking three

times, which is hardly feasible. If the boiling were done once, only 0.6 liters per head

would be allotted.

There is no possibility to expand or to install additional boilers. It therefore seems ur-
gently necessary to erect the planned final new kitchen building as soon as possible.”

Central Construction Office. “Chimney Crematorium BW. 11”. Handwritten note
about the construction of the chimney:

“Construction started 12 June 1942.

Construction finished 8 Aug. 1942.”

688 prisoners and 123 civilian workers were employed. Material consumption:
25,000 bricks, 6 m3 of white lime, 200 bags of cement, 31,000 kg of fireclay
bricks, 3,700 kg of fireclay mortar, 66 pieces of crampons, 6 pieces of resting
irons, 3 liters of ail, 10 liters of gasoline, 17 rolls of roofing felt, 50 kg of inertol.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the head of the Auschwitz CC ad-
ministration with the subject “B.W. 5a and 5b, PoW Camp, Section I, Disinfesta-
tion and Disinfection Facilities in the Men’s and Women’s Barracks.”

Attached are:

1) “Operating instructions for the ‘Fri-Ho.” air-heating system for Disinfestation

and Delousing, and for preheating the sauna.”

2) “Operating instructions for disinfection device, round type, for coal firing.”

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths, to SS-WVHA, Office D

I"i:

“SS Obersturmfiihrer Dr. Vetter reported sick today to the SS garrison physician. He
states as the reason for his illness: nervous exhaustion. A speedy recovery is to be ex-
pected.”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Arthur Liebehenschel (SS-WVHA,
Office D 1) to Lublin CC:

“Re: daily report by radio. Reference: our radio message of 7 Dec. 42, 1009 hrs. The
daily strength report by radio is to be prepared as before, according to the following
pattern: 1) Total number (including Soviet prisoners of war). 2) Arrivals. 3) Depar-
tures. Of the total number are: A) Reich Germans, B) Jews, C) Poles, D) Soviet prison-
ers of war. All other numbers need not be passed through on a daily basis. ”

Radio message from SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Schoenemann, Buchenwald CC:
“To SS Special Camp Auschwitz.
Re: Caucasian activist Borgandjia. In addition to the activist Borgandjia, Grigori, | al-

33. Transcript.

RGVA 502-1-318,
pp. 4-5.

RGVA, 502-1-275,
p. 149; ibid., pp.
150-151; ibid., pp.
152-153.

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIP/GPDD
321b/24.12.42, n.
14.

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIPIGPDD
321b/24.12.42, n.
30/31.

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIP/GPDD
321b/24.12.42, n.

s0 request that the activist Bakuratze, Schachro, who also belongs to the Woloschilowsk 43/44

group, be put on the march to SS special camp Landberg[e] on 12 Dec. 42.”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to Fritz Hochheim, engineering works,

with the subject “Auschwitz CC, hot-air furnace for disinfestation plants”:
“On the basis of your above quotation [of December 2, 1942], the undersigned office

RGVA, 502-1-272,
p. 435,
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8]

orders for the very fastest delivery:

4 pieces of complete hot-air furnaces for disinfestation and decontamination complete
with piping and motors according to your drawing 11690, otherwise as already ob-
tained, at the price of RM 2,015.00, per complete unit.

1 piece is needed immediately. ”

Central Construction Office, “Barracks allocation.” The list is divided into five
columns: “intended use”, “type”, “required”, “already installed”, “missing”.
“Il. PoW Camp

Construction Section | [required]
" laundry barracks 260/9 2
" potato-peeling bar. " 2
special treatment (old) " 5
Construction Section I " 171
" Il only toilet, wash-
& storage barracks " 36”7

The 5 barracks “special treatment (old)” are all “already installed”.

Letter from headquarters Auschwitz CC to Departments Il, 111, IV, motor pool,
House of the Waffen-SS, Central Construction Office, D.A.W., and riding stable
with the subject “Delousing.”

“By order of the SS garrison physician, the SS members listed in the above message are
to bathe daily after the end of duty, namely, in the shower bath of the SS infirmary.”

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths to the SS-WVHA, Of-
fice D IlI:

199

RGVA, 502-1-275,
pp. 205-208.

RGVA, 502-1-332,
p. 49.

TNA. HW 16-22.

ZIP/GPDD

“Re: status of typhus cases as of 7 Dec. 43. No SS member admitted to the troops since  3210/24.12.42, n.

1 Dec. 42 because of suspected typhus. In men’s CC, 11 suspected cases of typhus
(since 1 Dec. 42: 3 admissions, 0 discharges, 36 deaths).”

Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month

November” for the construction project Auschwitz CC.

Structures Start

1. BW 3: women’s branch camp: prov. laundry, prov. effects 2/3/1942 100%
storage barracks, delousing, sanitary facilities

2. BW 7A: inmate lodgings (for now prov. troop lodgings) 12/5/1942  95%
3. BW 9: sewerage 1/6/1940 60%
4. BW 11: crematorium (new chimney) 12/6/1942 100%
5. BW 20K: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 2) 18/6/1942 100%
6. BW 20L.: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 11) 20/5/1942 100%
7. BW 20M: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 12) 20/5/1942  75%
8. BW 200: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 14) 18/5/1942 75%
9. BW 20Q: inmate lodgings (add floor, no. 16) 18/5/1942 85%
10. BW 21: road construction 1/6/1940 70%
11. BW 24: commandant’s residence 5/1/1942 100%
12. BW 27: residences for married NCOs 1/7/1940 75%
13. BW 29: water-supply plant 1/6/1940 45%
14. BW 36B: officers’ lodgings and residences for married of-  10/7/1941 80%
ficers
15. BW 36D: officers’ lodging barracks 1 16/11/1941 100%
16. BW 40: SS lodgings “Deutsches Haus” 2/2/1942 100%
17. BW 41: fencing in protective-custody camp 1/6/1940 30%
18. BW 49: electr. outdoor facilities 1/6/1940 45%
19. BW 54: gardening facilities 1/4/1941 65%

20. BW 28: delousing and effects barracks 3/6/1942 100%

RGVA, 502-1-22,
pp. 84-86.
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21. BW 105: inmate lodgings no. 23 10/9/1941 100%
22. BW 106: inmate lodgings no. 24 10/11/1941 100%
23. BW 116: inmate lodgings no. 26 7/7/1942 45%
24. BW 125: inmate lodgings no. 32 7/7/1942 45%
25. BW 134: inmate lodgings no. 36 7/5/1942 55%
26. BW 135: inmate lodgings no. 37 7/5/1942  60%
27. BW 136: inmate lodgings no. 38 15/4/1942 65%
28. BW 137: inmate lodgings no. 39 15/4/1942  65%
29. BW 138: inmate lodgings no. 40 15/4/1942  65%

30. BW 160: laundry and reception building with delousing 12/10/1941 60%
and inmate bath

31. BW 201: main collector ditch with sewage treatment plant 15/11/1941 30%
and digester-gas extraction

32. BW 36C: completion of residence for the of agricultural 4/5/1942 100%

enterprises
33. BW 33C: slaughterhouse extension 1/4/1942 90%
34. BW 13: completion of cells in headquarters’ building 27/7/1942 100%
35. BW 173: headquarters’ and headquarters’ lodging build- 18/7/1942

ings 5%
36. BW 23A: transformer station 28/7/1942 65%
37. BW 23B: backup electric generator 28/7/1942 80%
38. BW 161: prov. district heating plant 27/8/1942  25%
39. BW 209: temp. bridge across Sola 28/8/1942 30%
40. BW 31.: utility building [ 0%
41. BW 20N: inmate lodgings (adding floor Block 13) 5/8/1942 45%
42. BW 157A: security workshop building 23/9/1942 20%.
43. BW 157B: security workshop building 23/9/1942 25%
44. BW 157C: security workshop building 23/9/1942 20%
45. BW 117: inmate lodging building 19/10/1942 20%
46. BW 126: inmate lodging building 7/9/1942 35%
47. BW 77: dog kennel 2/9/1942 25%
48. BW 157D: security workshop building 23/11/1942 2%
Central Construction Office. “Construction deadline plan 1942. Reporting month ~ RGVA, 502-1-22,
November” for the construction project PoW camp. pp. 82-83.
Structures Start
1. BW 2: drainage of the terrain 16/3/1942 35%
2. BW 3a: 30 brick lodging barracks 7/10/1941 100%
3. BW 3b: 24 lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks) 12/3/1942 100%
4. BW 3c-d: 144 lodging barracks (horse-stable barracks) 23/3/1942 95%
5. BW 4a: utility barracks 1 + 2 4/12/1941 100%
6. BW 4b: storage barracks 4/12/1941 100%
7: BW 4d: 9 storage & laundry barracks 10/7/1942 90%
8. BW 5a: delousing barracks 1 4/12/1941 100%
9. BW 5b: delousing barracks 2 6/3/1942 100%
10. BW 6a: 5 wash barracks 4//1942 100%
11. BW 6b: 12 wash barracks 2/7/1942  85%
12. BW 7a: 5 toilet barracks 4/3/1942 100%
13. BW 7b: 9 toilet barracks 2/7/1942 100%
14. BW 8a: 1 morgue barracks 5/1/1942 100%
15. BW 9: entrance building quarantine camp 5/12/1941 100%

16. BW 12c: 2 infirmary barracks 15/7/1942 100%
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17. BW 13: watchtowers, wood 10/3/1942 40%
18. BW 14: barracks camp for the guard unit 1/7/1942 80%
19. BW 16: access roads 7/10/1941 80%
20. BW 17: road construction inside of camp 5/4/1942 40%
21. BW 18: sewerage and sewage treatment plant 21/10/1941 45%
22. BW 19: water-supply plants 5/1/1942 50%
23. BW 20/21: high-voltage plant and high-voltage power line 16/11/1941 100%
feed
24. BW 24: fences (electr. wire) 8/11/1941 70%
25. BW 25: wire fences for camp subdivision 1/12/1941 45%°
26. BW 26: transformer station 6/12/1941 100%
27. BW 30: Crematorium | 2/7/1942 60%
28. BW 30A: Crematorium Il 14/9/1942 25%
29. BW 30B: Crematorium IlI 9/10/1942 20%
30. BW 6C-7C: wash & toilet barracks 1/9/1942 40%
31. BW 12Q: 6 infirmary barracks 15/10/1942 20%
32. BW 31: bakery 21/11/1941 70%
33. BW 30C: Crematorium IV 20/11/1942 5%

9. Letter from the Central Construction Office to headquarters Auschwitz CC with the
subject “delousing”:
“In response to the above letter [of December 8, 1942], according to which the SS
members of the Central Construction Office are to bathe daily after closing time in the
shower bath of the SS infirmary, you are informed that all lodgings of the Central Con-
struction Office are equipped with baths. Your consent is requested that the SS members
of the office here may bathe in their respective lodgings. ”

The accounting books of the Tesch & Stabenow company in Hamburg show a de-
livery of 192 kg of Zyklon B to Auschwitz CC, corresponding to a value of RM
1,152.

10. “Auschwitz, 9/10 [Dec.] 42.
Officer on duty: SS-Oberscharf. Wagner.
Password: ‘Siemens’
Incidents:
12:25 it was reported that at Sonderkommande [sic] | 6 prisoners escaped. [...]
20:30 Harmenze [sic] received a call that 2 prisoners had been apprehended there.
They were picked up by car by 2 guards of the main guard. They were the two Jewish
prisoners N 36816 + 38313 who escaped on 7 Dec. 42 early from Sonderkom. II.”

12. Radio message from SS-Standartenfiihrer Enno Lolling (SS-WVHA, Office D III)
to the SS garrison physician of Auschwitz CC:
“To your telex of 11 Dec. 42: Discharges may only be made if the quarantine time set
for the persons concerned has been observed. ”

15. Letter from the Central Construction Office to the troop physician Auschwitz CC
with the subject “Examination of all SS members of the Central Construction Of-
fice for fitness for duty”:

Enclosed is a “List of SS members as of 15 Dec. 42” listing 70 persons with rank,
last name, first name, date of birth and remarks.

Letter from Reichsflihrer-SS to SS-Gruppenfiihrer Pohl:

° Probable error for 80%. The percentage for August was 50%.
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“Dear Pohl.

| come back to our conversation in the Hegewaldheim. Why don 't you try to acquire
raw vegetables and onions to the greatest extent possible for prisoner nutrition in 1943.
Give out carrots, kohlrabi, turnips and other such vegetables in large quantities during
the vegetable season and store a sufficient quantity for the prisoners for the winter so
that they can get enough of them every day. | believe we will raise the state of health
considerably with this. Heil Hitler. Yours (Himmler).”

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths, to SS-WVHA, Office D
1ni:

“Because of suspected typhus, the following were admitted to the Res. Infirmary Katto-

witz on 12 Dec. 42: SS Rifleman Lang, Mathias, born 17 July 22; SS Rottenfiihrer Will,

Johannes, born 25 May 11.”

Radio message from SS garrison physician Eduard Wirths, to SS-WVHA, Office D
1ni:

“SS Sturmmann Franz Straub, born 27 Feb. 07, was admitted to Res. Infirmary Katto-
witz on 14 Dec. 42 because of suspected typhus. ”

Radio message from SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer August Harbaum (SS-WVHA) to Nie-
derhagen CC:

“Secret! Subject: Your radio message of 14 Dec. 42, secret. The headg. AU. CC reports
SS Rottenflhrer Albert Mattner, born 4 Sept. 02, for guarding special prisoners.

Sgd. Hoesz [Hoss]. ”

Radio message from SS-Standartenfiihrer Enno Lolling (SS-WVHA, Office D I11)
to the SS garrison physician of Auschwitz CC:

“The lifting of the 3-week quarantine for civilian employees can only be achieved by
negotiation with the responsible medical officer. It is proposed that a mixed commission
be set up to determine the freedom from lice of civilian employees. This does not refer
to foreigners and civilian recruits [sic]. Success is to be reported by telex to here.”

Radio message from SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Arthur Liebehenschel (SS-WVHA,
Office D 1) to Auschwitz CC:

“Re: release of protective-custody prisoner Anna Boehm, born 24 March 13 in Gruen-
bach. Reference: local order D I/AZ 14 ¢ 11/0T/U, dated 20 July 42, and our telex no.
28358, dated 22 Aug. 42. You want to report here immediately whether the protective-
custody prisoner Anna Boehm, born 24 March 13, in Gruenbach, has now been re-
leased. ”

Letter from the SS garrison physician Auschwitz CC to the Central Construction
Office with the subject “Quarantine for the civilian workers deployed in the area
Auschwitz CC”:

“After the meeting at the district administrator on 4 Dec. 42 in the presence of repre-
sentatives of the government in Kattowitz and of representatives of the Defense District
VI, the implementation of a three-week quarantine is demanded by the district admin-
istrator before the civilian workers are given leave, in spite of the measures taken so far
to prevent the spread of an epidemic. The SS garrison physician Auschwitz comments
on this as follows:

Since 2 Nov. 42, no civilian worker ill with typhus has reported from the communal
camps in the infirmary for civilian workers. Assuming that civilian workers who had not
contracted typhus went for treatment elsewhere, there has therefore been no case of ty-
phus since 2 Nov. 42.

Among the prisoners of the entire Auschwitz CC, there is at present no fresh case of ty-
phus. The convalescents still undergoing treatment for typhus acquired the infection at
least 4 weeks ago; they have lost their fever and are no longer to be regarded as typhus
patients.

p.67.

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIPIGPDD
328b/20.12.42, n.
3.

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIP/GPDD
328b/20.12.42, n.
32

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIP/GPDD
328b/20.12.42, n.
38

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIPIGPDD
328b/20.12.42,
n.39/40.

TNA. HW 16-22.
ZIPIGPDD
328b/20.12.42, n.
30/31.

RGVA, 502-1-332,
p. 247.



THE REAL AUSCHWITZ CHRONICLE — CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 203

Consequently, the SS garrison physician Auschwitz considers it unnecessary to subject
the civilian workers to a three-week quarantine before granting them leave, provided
that each civilian worker coming on leave is thoroughly disinfested and deloused on the
day of the start of the leave, that the disinfestation and delousing carried out is con-
firmed by a doctor on the leave certificate, and that the leave-takers are instructed to
leave the camp area immediately after the delousing and disinfestation has been carried
out and not to enter their quarters again.”

16. Central Construction Office, “Explanations on the Implementation of the Water ~ AGK, NTN 94, p.
Supply. Subject: Auschwitz prisoner-of-war camp /implementation of special 217 [transcript].
treatment/.”

“As experience has taught, in such concentrated gatherings of people, the danger of
contagious diseases through the consumption of bad water or as a result of inadequate
hygienic conditions through water shortages is very serious. Therefore, for the calcula-
tion of the number of wells, the size of the pump units and the pipe widths, etc., a water
requirement of 150 | per troop member and 40 | per inmate is assumed. This results in a
daily water requirement of 59000 m? per day. In addition, the installation of a chlorina-
tion plant for a water quantity of up to 500 m3 per hour is planned. [...]

For the supply of the individual washing and kitchen barracks, as well as the individual
crematoria and other special facilities, about 15900 running meters of pressure pipes of
50 - 500 mm g with about 73 water valves and 74 underground hydrants are to be
laid.”

“Heinrich Kinna Zamosc, den 16.12.42 T-382.
SS-Unterscharfuhrer

Report on the transport of 644 Poles to the Auschwitz labor camp on 10 Dec. 42”.

The recipient of the report is not indicated.

“Regarding the ability to work, SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Haumeier [sic] explained that on-
ly Poles fit for work should be delivered in order to avoid as far as possible any useless
burden on the camp as well as on the feeder traffic. Imbeciles, idiots, cripples and sick
people must be removed from the camp in the shortest possible time by liquidation to
relieve the camp. However, this measure is complicated by the fact that, according to
the instructions by the RSHA*! Poles must die a natural death, contrary to the measure
applied to the Jews. It is therefore desired by the camp leadership to refrain from as-
signing those who are unfit for work. ”

The report bears the signature “Kinna” at the end. See in contrast the letter of the
SS-WVHA of June 24, 1942.

Telex from the chief of the Security Police and SD, Dept. IV B 4, SS- PS-1472.
Gruppenfiihrer Heinrich Miiller, to Reichsflihrer-SS:

“In the course of the increased supply of manpower to the CCs ordered by 30 Jan.
1943, the following procedure can be followed with regards to the Jewish sector:

1.) Total number: 45,000 Jews.

2.) Start of transport: 11 Jan. 1943, end of transport: 31 Jan. 1943

(The Reichsbahn is not in a position to provide special trains for the evacuation in the
period from 15 Dec. 1942 to 10 Jan. 1943 as a result of increased Wehrmacht vacation
traffic).

3) Breakdown: The 45,000 Jews are divided into 30,000 Jews from the Bialystok Dis-
trict — 10,000 Jews from the Theresienstadt Ghetto. Of these, 5000 Jews fit for work,
who were previously employed for minor work required in the ghetto, and 5000 gener-
ally fit for work. Also Jews over 60 years old. In order to take this opportunity to bring
down somewhat the population of 48,000, which was too high in the interest of the de-
velopment of the ghetto. For this purpose, | ask that special permission be granted. As
before, only Jews who have no special relations or connections and who do not possess
high honors would be included for the removal. — 3000 Jews from the occupied Dutch

1 This instruction was never found or never existed.
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territories. — 2000 Jews from Berlin = 45,000. The figure of 45,000 includes relatives
unfit for work (old Jews and children). Applying expedient criteria, at least 10,000 to
15,000 workers will arise from the selection of the Jews arriving at Auschwitz. ”

See the last entry for January 15, 1943.

Telex from Himmler to SS-Gruppenfihrer Miiller with the subject “Your Telex of  ISD, folder 459.
16 Dec. 1942 No. 229793”:

“In the conveyance of manpower for the concentration camps, | do not wish the number

of 10-15000 people supplied [sic; exceeded]. Unless the conveyance is made to Ausch-

witz, in which case the transportation of these 15,000 workers can be made at once.

Altogether, then, the conveyance of 15,000 Jews to Auschwitz is to be expected in Janu-

ary.
17. Letter from the Central Construction Office to the Wehrmeldeamt Sachgeb. W with RGVA, 502-1-332,
the subject “Camp Closure at Auschwitz CC”: p. 113.

“In response to the inquiry there of 8 Dec. 1942, the Central Construction Office in-
forms us that it is not expected that the camp lockdown will be lifted within the next 3
months. All available means are probably being used to combat the epidemic effective-
ly, but further illnesses could not yet be completely prevented. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the camp commandant with the sub- RGVA, 502-1-332,
ject “Delousing of civilian workers”: p. 47.
“According to the order of the SS garrison physician, the first delousing or disinfesta-

tion of the civilian workers is to be carried out on Saturday, 19 Dec. 42. For this pur-

pose, it is necessary that the disinfestation facilities in the CC be made available. The

same applies to individual delousings starting 22 Dec. 42 for the civilian workers.”

Letter from the SS garrison physician Auschwitz CC to the Central Construction ~ RGVA, 502-1-332,
Office with the subject “Lifting of the three-week quarantine for civilian workers ~ P- 246.
and employees™:

“In the communal camp of the Huta-Lenz companies, a civilian worker fell ill with ty-

phus on 10 Dec. 42. However, he did not report to the camp physician, but left the camp
without permission and was admitted to a hospital in the Bielitz District. It is therefore
requested that a 3-week guarantine be carried out for the workers of the Huta-Lenz
companies, beginning on December 10, 1942, and expiring on December 31, 42, pro-

vided that a new case of typhus does not occur during this time.”

The other civilian workers of the communal camp can go on vacation after delous-

ing and disinfestation.

Letter from the Chief of the Security Police and SD to various police officesand ~ RGVA, 504-2-8,
the Inspector of CCs: pp. 19-20.
“For reasons of war importance, not to be discussed in detail here, the RF SS and Chief

of the German Police ordered on 14 Dec. 1942 that by the end of January 1943 at the

latest at least 35000 prisoners fit for work are to be sent to the concentration camps. ”

18. Central Construction Office. “Telex. Secret!” to the SS-WVHA, head of Office APMO, BW 30/27,
Group C, with the subject “Completion of Crematoria.” p.17.
“In the month of December, work had to be suspended on several days because of de-
lousing and disinfestation. Likewise, since December 16, for security reasons, a special
Gestapo operation has been taking place among all civilian workers. As a result of the
camp lockdown, the civilian workers had not been able to leave the camp for 6 months.

A leave of absence from 23 Dec. 42 — 4 Jan. 43 is therefore unavoidable. ”
Expected end of work:

Crematorium I1: 31 Jan. 1943

Crematory Il1: 31 March 1943

Crematorium 1V: 28 Feb. 1943.
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19.

Radio message from SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer August Harbaum (SS-WVHA) to Nie-
derhagen CC:

“Holiday ban for the town of Auschwitz is still place. Leave of absence to Auschwitz
must not be taken under any circumstances.”

Radio message from SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Max Burger (SS-WVHA, Office D 1V)
to the Auschwitz CC (SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Emil Stocker, Dept. 1V):

“Subject: Stocks from Jewish resettlement ...groups missed ... Stocks of watches, razor
...groups missed ... on 21 Dec. 42, to be sent along. List as before, in triplicate. 1 escort
from the administration of inmate funds, report: Staff Office D Il to SS Obersturm-
bannfilhrer MAURER. Likewise to be loaded: 1 sack of good flour, to be delivered to
Office D I, to SS Obersturmbannfihrer LIEBEHENSCHEL. ”

Letter from the SS-WVHA, head of Office Group C, to the Central Construction
Office with the subject “PoW Camp Auschwitz, special construction measures”.
The letter concerns the siding project between Auschwitz Station and the PoW
Camp in Birkenau.

Telex from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, head of Office
Group C, with the subject “Quarantine for civilian workers assigned to the Ausch-
witz CC area™

“Supplementary to the letter from the SS garrison physician to the headquarters of
Auschwitz CC dated 4 Dec. 42 concerning the discussions at the district administrator
of the Bielitz District on 4 Dec. 42 and letters from the SS garrison physician to the
Central Construction Office dated 15 Dec. 42, which were sent in copy to that office, it
is reported that, after negotiations between the SS garrison physician Auschwitz, SS-
Hauptsturmfuhrer Dr. Wirths, with the Bielitz Health Office and the Kattowitz govern-
ment, the three-week quarantine of civilian workers will be discontinued, with the ex-
ception of a residential community of the Kluge Company.

Leave of absence for civilian workers over Christmas may be granted under the follow-
ing conditions:

1.) Immediate delousing of all civilian workers;

2.) Individual delousing before the start of the leave, with close inspection;

3.) Instruction to civilian workers that in case of illness they must report to the nearest
health office or hospital with an epidemic department.

As a result of the leave, construction work will be suspended from 23 Dec. 42 to 4 Jan.
43.”

Garrison Order No. 35/42 settles various question concerning leaves of absence
over the Christmas and New Year holidays, explains food allowances on the occa-
sion of Yule celebrations and the allocation of Christmas trees, and regulates the
use of the stage in the Comrades Home (Kameradschaftsheim).

Central Construction Office. “Crematorium in PoW Camp, cover sheet to drawing
NO 932 & 933, relocation of basement access to the street side,” drawn by SS-
Unterscharfiihrer Walter Dejaco. “Basement” and ““ground floor”.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the allocation office of the G.B.-Bau
(clerk Mr. Ing. Corlin) with the subject “Auschwitz CC, special construction
measures’:

“To the Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police were re-
leased 2800 tons of cement for the months of November and December from allocation
Construction Project VIII Up a 2 by the head of the cement contingent office at G.B.-
Bau Berlin. So far, 1800 t have been allocated by the allocation office of G.B.-Bau
Breslau. It is requested that the remaining 1000 t be released. ”

Central Construction Office. House Decree:
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“On the basis of a letter from the headquarters dated 8 Dec. 42, | a, Ref.:14 h/12.42/Be,
according to which all SS members of the Central Construction Office who come into
contact with prisoners are to bathe daily after closing time in the shower bath of the SS
infirmary, it was stated that all lodgings of the Central Construction Office are
equipped with baths, and requested that permission be granted for SS members of the
local office to bathe in their respective quarters.”

20. X-ray book No. 8 of the prisoner infirmary of Auschwitz CC begins with this date. APMO, D-Aul-5/8.

It extends from December 20, 1942 to February 18, 1943 and contains entries ISD, folder 67m.
numbered 17128 to 18885.

21. Radio message from SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer August Harbaum (SS-WVHA) to TNA. HW 16-22.
Auschwitz CC: ZIP/GPDD

“The 8 SS members transferred to the Auschwitz CC and assigned to the OSMAG com- 334b/24.12.42, n.
pany, KATTOWITZ, for work are to be given leave of absence by the Auschwitz CC 3.

over Christmas ... duration of leave, 2 groups... the OSMAG company connection ...

corrupt groups... ”

A special headquarters order governs duty hours during the holidays. Frei, pp. 202f.

22. Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, chief of Office CV, RGVA, 502-1-272,
with the subject “Demolition of old buildings in the area of interest of Auschwitz ~ Pp- 8-9.
CC for the purpose of obtaining construction material”:

“At the service meeting held in Auschwitz on 23 November 1942 between the head of
Office Group C SS-Brigadefiihrer and Major General der Waffen-SS Dr. Ing. Kammler,
SS-Obersturmbannfihrer Hoss, SS-Sturmbannfiihrer (F) Dr. Caesar, SS-
Hauptsturmfiihrer Bischoff, and Hauptsturmfiihrer Ziemssen, according to the memo of
25 Nov. 42, Ref.: 52/11.42/Zssn/Bi, it was stipulated in item 6 that the demolition of old
Polish houses, barns, etc., should be carried out by the Construction Office according
to a plan to be specifically determined by the headquarters, taking into account the
stock of houses still necessary for living quarters.”

The headquarters did not prepare this plan.

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the J.A. Topf & Sons company, Er- APMO, BW 30/27,
furt, with the subject “Auschwitz CC, Crematorium”: p. 19.
“The Central Construction Office sent you a telegram today with the following content:
‘Facility I and 111 at Auschwitz CC must be completed by 31 Jan. 43. The necessary dis-
positions must be made, especially timely delivery of the material.’
The work is extremely urgent, and the following deadlines were set by the Reichsfiihrer:
Completion of Facilities I and 111 by 31 Jan. 1943.

" of Facilities Il and IV by 31 March 1943.
These deadlines must be met under all circumstances, and you are requested to ship
here in time all construction parts and construction materials required for this.
It would probably be most advantageous if your Herr Priifer would see for himself on
the spot the progress of the construction work and discuss the necessary steps together
with the Central Construction Office.”

Radio message from SS-WVHA to Auschwitz CC and Lublin CC: TNA. HW 16-22.
“Until 26 Dec. 42 is to be reported here by telex: 1) How many prisoners (separated in- ZIP/GPDD 35b,
to women and men) escaped from the camp there in the period from 1 Oct. 42 to 25 n.19/20.

Dec. 42. 2) How many prisoners were [apprehended] again during the same period
...2nd part dud...”

24. The company Heerdt-Lingler Ltd. sends a letter to Tesch & Stabenow Ltd. con- NI-11087.
cerning the “Degesch circulation device Auschwitz”. Deliveries to the company F.
Boos; areas of responsibility of the manufacturers.

28. Letter from the SS garrison physician to the Central Construction Office with the ~ RGVA, 502-1-332,
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29.

30.

subject “Fighting typhus™: p. 110.
“According to information from the Bielitz State Health Office, the construction worker
Michael Pasterny in Ernsdorf has fallen ill with typhus. The quarantine imposed on the
residential community of the Lenz Company in Auschwitz is therefore to be extended

until 3 Jan. 1943.”

Letter from the SS Economic and Administrative Main Office, Office Group D, AGK, NTN, 94,
Concentration Camps, to the camp physicians of all CCs with the subject “Physi-  pp. 142-143. Od-
cians’ activities in concentration camps”: pis (transcript).
“Enclosed, for your information, is a list of current arrivals and departures in all con-

centration camps. It shows that out of 136,000 arrivals, about 70,000 were lost through

death. With such a high death rate, the number of prisoners can never be brought up to

the level ordered by the Reichsfuhrer SS. The 1st camp physicians have to use all means

at their disposal to bring down the death rate in the individual camps substantially. The

best doctor in a conc. camp is not the one who believes that he must attract attention by

undue harshness, but the one who keeps the working capacity as high as possible by su-

pervision and exchange at the individual working places. The camp physicians are re-

quired to monitor the nutrition of the prisoners more than before and, in agreement

with the administrations, to submit suggestions for improvements to the camp comman-

dants. However, these must not only be on paper, but must be regularly followed up by

the camp physicians. Furthermore, the camp physicians must see to it that the working

conditions at the individual workplaces are improved as far as possible. For this pur-

pose, it is necessary that the camp physicians personally convince themselves of the

working conditions at the workplaces. The Reichsfiihrer SS has ordered that mortality

must be reduced at all costs. For this reason, the above is ordered, and monthly reports

are to be made to the Chief of Office D Il. For the first time on February 1, 1943.”

Letter from the company Industrie-Bau-A.G., Bielitz, to the Central Construction =~ RGVA, 502-1-347,
Office with the subject “New laundry building BW 160, loss of working time”: p. 158.

“As you are aware, no work was done through two days in the week before Christmas,

because the construction workers were held back in their lodgings. We are of course

obliged to pay the lost working hours to the work crew. We ask to be informed to whom

and in what manner these lost hours are to be charged. ”

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, chief of Office C V, Bartosik, Doc. 66,
with the subject “Labor deployment Auschwitz. Compensation for lost work hours P-233.

by ordering a special action.”

“The Central Construction Office hereby reports that the prisoners and civilian work-

ers employed at the individual structures could not be assigned to work for 4 days as a

result of the implementation of a special action. Notification is requested as to the titles

and chapters to which these expenses are to be charged. ”

Central Construction Office. “Activity report of SS.Ustuf. (F) Kirschnek, head of =~ RGVA, 502-1-24,
construction for protective-custody camps and agricultural construction projects.  Pp- 24-24a.
Month of December [1942].” Work was carried out on the following structures:

BW 7a (prov. headquarters), BW 20 K, M, N, O, Q (adding floor CC blocks 2, 14,

13, 12, 23), BW 43 (prov. laundry), BW 20 D (wash and toilet installation Block

21), BW 4 (Raisko greenhouse), BW 68 A (hygien. laboratory — Raisko), BW 76
(grass-drying facility Raisko), BW 26 B (field barn — Budy), BW 71 A (stables —

Budy), BW 63 (farm barn Birkenau II), BW 26 B (field barn Broschkowitz), BW

71 B (stables — Babitz), BW 32 B (lItalians’ camp), BW 4 B.K. (barracks Erd- und

Stein-Werk — Raisko), BW 68 B (agricultural laboratory — Raisko), BW 66 E (herd-

book stables Harmense).

Letter from the Bielitz State Health Office to the SS garrison physician Auschwitz RGVA, 502-1-332,
CC with the subject “Typhus case Pasterny Michael, Ernsdorf 111" p. 244,
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“I inform you that, in the case of Pasterny, a worker of the Hutta-Lenz [sic] company on
the construction site of Auschwitz CC, the clinical findings clearly speak for typhus, and
the blood sample examined on 27 Dec. 42 in the hygienic institute in Bytom showed the
Weil-Felix reaction at 1:400 positive.[?l Therefore, this case is to be regarded as ty-
phus. The day of the illness was determined to be 12 Dec. 42. According to the patient,
he left the Auschwitz Camp on 15 Dec. 42 and went home, where he remained until 22
Dec. 42. Before his journey home, which he undertook on the occasion of his illness, he
was not deloused according to regulations, as he states. The camp lockdown for the
Hutta-Lenz camp is to be maintained until 3 Jan. 43, as already communicated. ”

31. Letter from Degesch to Tesch & Stabenow with the subject “Chamber system for ~ NI-11087.
Auschwitz CC”. Commercial responsibility for the delivery of hydrogen-cyanide
disinfestation chambers to Auschwitz.

Central Construction Office. “Activity Report on Road Construction for the Month RGVA, 502-1-24,
of December 1942” by SS-Rottenfiihrer Walter Schuhknecht. Work performed: pp. 25f.
1.) Road to PoW Camp (Prestel Company).

2) road to House 7

3.) road construction new construction yard (Kluge Company)

4.) Road in the Italians’ camp

“5.) Road PoW Camp between part Il and Il completed.

6.) Road at Crematorium 111 60 m in length under construction. ”

7.) Road construction at SS lodgings in PoW Camp.

8.) road construction women’s CC

9.) Road roller (steam) of Huta Company, new construction yard and road House 7

active.

10.) Road roller (steam) of the Wodack company, SS shelters and women’s CC ac-

tive.

11.) Gravel and sand pit Palitsch is active.

12.) “Gravel pit west of utility barracks is partially mining (could not fully mine due to
weather conditions and delousing). ”

13. horse-team deployment: 22 teams of horses.

14. total road construction output: 30%.

Letter from headquarters Auschwitz CC to the Central Construction Office with the RGVA, 502-1-149,
subject “Avoidance of the spread of epidemic danger in the water-protection area™: Pp- 169.

“As already discussed, strictest attention must be paid to the fact that in the water-

protection areas marked by the garrison physician, in order to avoid further contamina-

tion of the water supply, no latrines are to be set up, nor is feces of any kind to be

dumped. [...]

The restricted areas are identified by posted signs.”

Garrison Order No. 36/42 announces that SS officers must provide their own Frei, pp. 203-205
meals, and that allowance cards for overtime are no longer issued; changes the way

in which SS members pay their rents and incidental rental charges to the Auschwitz

CC administration; cites a Himmler order to avoid year-end official greetings sent

by mail and conveys such greetings from Oswald Pohl; and mentions two found

objects and one lost object.

12 Test for the diagnosis of certain rickettsial infections, especially for typhus.
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1943

January 1943

1.

“Overview of inmate deployment at CC Auschwitz U/S. Month of January 1943.”
Occupancy. Total number in men’s camp: 24,263, of whom unfit for labor and de-
ployment: 2,451.

“Overview of inmate deployment at CC Auschwitz U/S. Month of January 1943.”
Occupancy. Total number in women’s camp: 5,367, of whom unfit for labor and
deployment: 1,452.

“Overview of inmate deployment at CC Auschwitz U/S. Month of January 1943.”
Occupancy. Total number in men’s camp: 24,077, of whom unfit for labor and de-
ployment: 2,392.

“Overview of inmate deployment at CC Auschwitz U/S. Month of January 1943.”
Occupancy. Total number in women’s camp: 5,379, of whom unfit for labor and
deployment: 1,338.

“Overview of inmate deployment at CC Auschwitz U/S. Month of January 1943.”
Occupancy. Total number in men’s camp: 24,019, of whom unfit for labor and de-
ployment: 2,449.

“Overview of inmate deployment at CC Auschwitz U/S. Month of January 1943.”
Occupancy. Total number in women’s camp: 5,411, of whom unfit for labor and
deployment: 1,350.

“Overview of inmate deployment at CC Auschwitz U/S. Month of January 1943.”
Occupancy. Total number in men’s camp: 23,922, of whom unfit for labor and de-
ployment: 2,476.

“Overview of inmate deployment at CC Auschwitz U/S. Month of January 1943.”
Occupancy. Total number in women’s camp: 5,384, of whom unfit for labor and
deployment: 1,532.

Radio message from SS-Standartenfithrer Enno Lolling (SS-WVHA, Office D I11)
to the SS garrison physician of Auschwitz CC:

“The camp lockdown for AU CC still remains in place. The vacation relaxation or-
dered at Christmas can continue to be observed on a trial basis, observing all precau-
tionary measures. The SS garrison physician is responsible for carrying out the safety
measures. ”

Central Construction Office. Material Management. A file memo mentions that on
December 14, 1942, “due to general delousing of the prisoners, only an unloading
detachment of 300 men could be assigned,” and on December 18, no unloading
detachment at all.

J.A. Topf & Sons Erfurt, Assembly Department. Notice on certificate | and Il,
time wage certificate I1.

Client: Central Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Auschwitz Police. Con-
struction site: crematorium PoW Camp. Responsible fitter or foreman: Messing.
24 forms describing work from January 4 to May 30, 1943. Each form is divided
into 7 lines (Monday-Sunday), in each of which the daily work is entered.

“Overview of inmate deployment at CC Auschwitz U/S. Month of January 1943.”
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RGVA, 502-1-67,
p. 41.
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p. 282; transcript
by J. Sehn.

RGVA, 502-1-67,
p.41.

AGK, NTN, 134,
p. 282; transcript
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p. 282; transcript
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Occupancy. Total number in men’s camp: 23,857, of whom unfit for labor and de- p. 41.
ployment: 2,616.

“Overview of inmate deployment at CC Auschwitz U/S. Month of January 1943.” AGK, NTN, 134,
Occupancy. Total number in women’s camp: 5,376, of whom unfit for labor and p. 282; transcript

deployment: 1,531. by J. Sehn.
Headquarters Auschwitz CC. A visit by SS-Brigadefuhrer Gluicks, accompanied RGVA, 502-1-31,
by SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Maurer and SS-Hauptsturmfihrer Harbaum, is an- p. 16.

nounced for January 7.

Letter from Department 111, first leader of protective-custody camp, to the Central RGVA, 502-1-256,
Construction Office with the subject “Prisoner strength in the individual camps”;  p- 194.
“On the basis of yesterday ’s telephone discussion, Department 111 informs of the
strength of the individual camps:
Reference date: January 4, 1943
Men Main Camp Auschwitz 14049
Men Birkenau Camp 6087
Women’s camp 5384
The Auschwitz Main Camp is currently fully occupied. The Birkenau Camp can still
accommodate 4000 prisoners, as can the women’s camp another 5000 prisoners. ”

Central Construction Office. “Construction site PoW Camp, monthly report upto  RGVA, 502-1-24,

5Jan. 43”. pp. 27-28.
Completion rates of crematoria:

Crematorium I:  60%

Crematorium Il:  20%

Crematorium I11:  15%

Crematorium IV: 5%

Letter from the Central Construction Office to the SS-WVHA, head of Office RGVA, 502-1-332,
Group C, with the subject “Auschwitz CC — armament enterprise — hygienic facil- p. 261; ibid., pp.
ities in the Buna Branch Plant”: 262-264.

“On the basis of the above-mentioned letters [dated 17 Nov. and 18 Dec. 1942], an in-
spection of the Buna Camp was made on 28 Dec. 1942 together with the SS garrison
physician Auschwitz, SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Dr. Wirths. It was noted that the Construc-
tion Office of the I.G. had so far done everything possible to improve the hygienic fa-
cilities of the camp. In addition to the facilities already in place, as can be seen from
the enclosed letter, the camp physician has requested various hygienic facilities. The
Construction Office of the I.G. has promised to do its utmost to see that these request-
ed measures are carried out in accordance with the presently prevailing winter peri-
od.”

Attached are a “Proposal for a provisional disinfestation chamber (infirmary, Bu-
na Branch Camp),” a “Proposal for the reconstruction of the dental station (infir-
mary, Buna Branch Camp),” and a “Proposal for the construction of a toilet facili-
ty for the quarantine and sanitary block (infirmary, Buna Branch Camp).

Letter from SS-Obersturmbannfithrer and Commandant Hoss to SS-Sturmmann ~ APMO, D-Au-I-
Ludwig Damm, headquarters staff Au. CC, Auschwitz: 1/Damm/43, SS-
“I am punishing you in accordance with D.B.O. for mobile condition § 8, Para. C, Personalakten,
Item 2 with a severe reprimand because you acted contrary to existing orders and reg- Vol. 1, sheet 53.
ulations during your leave.

Justification: During your leave in December 1942, you conversed with soldiers and

party comrades about the Jewish problem, and in doing so made statements about the

solution of the Jewish question* in Auschwitz. Through this behavior, which under

certain circumstances was likely to cause unrest among the population, you acted con-

trary to the orders known to you. | have refrained from a more-severe punishment
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merely because of your up-to-now impeccable conduct and otherwise favorable as-
sessment, and | expect that this incident will serve as a lesson to you for the future.”
* See entry for May 22, 1943.

6. “Overview of inmate deployment at CC Auschwitz U/S. Month of January 1943.” RGVA, 502-1-67,
Occupancy. Total number in men’s camp: 23,726, of whom unfit for labor and de-  p-41.
ployment: 2,670.

“Overview of inmate deployment at CC Auschwitz U/S. Month of January 1943.” AGK, NTN, 134,
Occupancy. Total number in women’s camp: 5,352, of whom unfit for labor and p. 282; transcript

deployment: 1,539. by J. Sehn.
Central Construction Office. File memo with the subject “Huta’s work on the RGVA, 502-1-21,
main collector and Crematorium I and 117 p.23.

“On January 6, 1943, Huta employed 23 bricklayers, 1 foreman and 2 laborers at
Crematorium | and 8 bricklayers, 1 foreman, 1 laborer and 10 bricklayers from the
main-collector construction site at Crematorium Il. On January 7, 1943, another 10
bricklayers from the main-collector construction site are employed at Crematorium |.
The remaining workers from the main-collector construction site build the road at the
visitor center and clear the construction site. Depending on the progress of this work,
additional workers are transferred to the construction site Crematorium | and Il or
sewage and digester-gas extraction plant.”

Central Construction Office, “Activity report of the motor pool of the Central RGVA, 502-1-181,
Construction Office of the Waffen-SS and Police Auschwitz O./S. for the month ~ pp. 226-233.
of December 1942

“Vehicle deployment (summary) days
deployment during above period of time 24
vehicle deployment " "o 233
vehicle deployment daily on average 9-10 trucks
total trip during above period of time
within the camp area 945
outside of " " 17
for the companies 71 1033 loads
kilometers driven
with gasoline 1137
" diesel 7271
" wood gas 470
" generator gas 595 9473 km
fuel consumption during above period
gasoline 500 |
diesel 3590 1”7

A detailed report follows.

Central Construction Office. “Construction Report for Mont