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1 - 21st PANZER DIVISION
ROMMEL’S AFRIKA KORPS S|
cnns BOE 0711028532 248mm x 190mm

e At 1941 m e Sl
it was dns(myed around Tunis in 1943,
completely annihilated n the battle of the Fae Gan Agam i

2 - GROSSDEUTSCHLAND
GUDERIAN’S EASTERN FRONT ELITE
Michael L Sharpe & Brian L Davis ISBN: 0711028540 248mm x 190mm 96pp PB £12.99
Formed in 1939 as a molorised infanry regiment, Grossdeutschland ended World War 2 as @panzer corps, and, from 1941, as an
te unit exclusively on the Eastern Front. Its key battles included the great encifciiig -operations in the early days of operation
ey 3

3 - 7th FLIEGER DIVISION
STUDENT’S FALLSCHIRMJAGER ELITE
Chrs Elfis ISBN: 0711026559 248mm x 190mm PB £12.99
Formed in July 1938 under Kurt Student, 7th Flieger division was first used in a minor, reconnaissance role in the altack on Poland;
it then saw heavier action in the west in 1940 and took part in landings in Norway, Denmark, Belgium and Holland. After involvement
in the invasion of Greece, the Fallschirmjager's finest hour came in Crete. Victorious, but heavily blooded, the Fallschirmjager would
henceforth be used only as infantry and 7th Flieger Division became the 1st Fallschirmiager.
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4 - US 82nd AIRBORNE DIVISION
‘ALL AMERICAN’
M Verior ISBN: 0711028567 248mm x 190mm 96pp PB £12.99
Formed in August 1942, the 82nd Airborne Division first saw action during the invasion of Sicily, and as ground roops in ltaly at
Salefno. Its major use as paralroops was in operation ‘Market Garden' when the unit was dropped into Niimegen. Subsequently
involved in the desperate fighting against Hitle's last throw, the Ardennes offensive, 82nd Airborne would end the war occupying
Berlin and Frankfurt
5 - LEIBSTANDARTE ADOLF HITLER
1ST $S PANZER DIVISIO
4 Mike Sharpe & Brian L Davis ISBN: 0711029229 248mmi 190mm 96pp PB £12.99

il il parsoral bodjla e Lo il ks kao il internal affais but during the war look on a
miltary function seeing a a variety of théalres from the invasion of Poland right through to 1943 when it became the 1st SS-
Panserdvilon Lobsardarie Ada et Destroyed in the Falaise Pocket, a further refit saw the division in action in the Ardennes
before moving to Hungary.

3

6 - 1st INFANTRY DIVISION

BIG RED ONE

lan Westwell ISBN: 0711029237 248mm x 190mm 96pp PB £12.99

The ot cortiinly S0 division n the US Amny, the 1t infaniry Division, called the 'Big Red One' because of the red numer-
al't' was the firstreg in June 1917 to fight in France with the Allied armies.
More than 28,000 men serve withihe diision in World W 1, which formed partofthe forces tht landed on D-Day and then fought
with gistinction through Europe. The 1st infantry Division's battie honours include Tunisia, Sicily. Normandy, the Bulge, Germany.
Postwar, the division served in Europe, Vietnam, Desert Shield, Desert Storm and Bosnia.

7 - 7th U-BOAT FLOTILLA

DONITZ’S ATLANTIC WOLVES

Angus Konstam ISBN: 0711029571 248mm x 190mm 96pp PB, £12.99

Atotal of 114 submarines saw service with the 7th fiotila and most of them served in the norih Atlantic where their operations very
nearly brought Britain o its knees. The flotilla’s story starts with the convoy predators, through the grim realities of the convoy sys-
tem where escorts benefited from Ultra decrypting of the Krigmarine's codes and the massacre of the U-boats attempting to halt
the invasion of Europe, 1o the final showdown when 14 of the boats escaped from St Nazaire to Norway.

8 - 1st MARINE DIVISION

THE OLD BREED

lan Westwell ISBN: 071102958X -248mm x 190mm 96pp PB £12.99

The US Marine Corps only creaed two divisional-sized units in 1941, just before Pearl Harbour. Before that, they never operated
anything larger than brigade Strength. The 1st Division was ‘blooded” at Guadalcanal, then went on 1o fight in New Guinea, New.
B, Polleu gng sy ki, gach of e smphiousandings and the lody batles b ke theends bang fhe smaller
versions of D-Day. The Pacific War saw some of the most uncompromi re in World War 2 and the USMC was at its
Near, Tha 1ot Marine Divson was tha ‘paren unt for 1o rootof s USMIC diisions formed in Workd Wor 2.
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Front cover: Re-enactor showing offthe uniform of a
infront of a Russian
Peler Amodio

Leibstandirte Panzerg;
T34 tank. See page 6
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Right: What the
3 on the Eastern

Panzer
Frontin April 1944, He has a camouflaged helmet
cover camouflaged battedres, belt with M36 buckle,
0 trple ses of Model 1911 ifle ammunition
pouches, from which two Eiergranaten 39 hand
renades are suspended, and an $84/98 bayonet at his
side. All photographs in his book ~— unless
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SS Ranks

Mannschaften (Enlisted men)
S5-Schiitze

SS-Oberschiitze
SS-Sturmmann
SS-Rottenfiihrer
SS-Stabsrottenfiihrer

Unteroffiziere ohne Portepee
(Junior NCOs)

SS-Unterscharfiihrer

SS-Standartenjunker

Unteroffiziere mit Portepee
(Senior NCOs)
SS-Oberscharfihrer
SS-Hauptscharfiihrer
SS-Sturmscharfiihrer

Offiziere (Commissioned Officers)
SS-Untersturmfiihrer
SS-Obersturmfiihrer
SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer
SS-Sturmbannfiihrer
SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer
SS-Standartenfiihrer
SS-Brigadefiihrer und Generalmajor
der Waffen-SS
SS-Gruppenfiihrer und Generalleutnant
der Waffen-SS
55-Obergruppenfiihrer und General der
Waffen-SS.
SS-Oberstgruppenfiihrer und
Generaloberst der Waffen-SS
Reichsfiihrer-SS

Waffen-SS formations/unit structure

Abteilung Similar to a battalion, a
formation of combined units designed to
be independent on the battlefield.

Armee (army) Comprised of several Korps,
plus any independent formations the
Armee operated on the strategic level.
The only Waffen-SS Armee was Sixth
S5-Panzer Army.

Aufidinung (reconnaissance) Waffen-S$
recce units were well-armed and had two
coys of AC, plus several MC coys and a
‘motorised heavy weapons coy.

Bataillon (battalion) Tactical unit of three or
‘more Kompanien, sometimes with
additional Ziige and a strength of
between 500-1,000 soldiers.

Batterie (battery) A group of support
‘weapons operating as a unit.

Brigade Independent formation, usually of
1-7,000 soldiers. Most Waffen-SS
brigades and/or legions were foreign
volunteer urits of varying size and thus
not relevant to the Leibstandarte.

Division Combination of several regiments
and Abteilungen, with manpower of
anything between 10-21,000 soldiers.
Waffen-55 panzer divisions tended to
have a large complement.

Feldersatz (field replacement) When
possible, Waffen-SS divisions would have
an Ersatz, or replacement formation,
often in Germany, which fed new troops
to the front line units.

Feldpostamt (FPA) Military post office.
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Flak AA inits usually had a mixture of (bakery), Fleischere (butcher), news and and the Krankenkraftwagen (motorised
towed heavy 88mm, motorised med QM units. ambulance) section.
37mm and It 20mm quad A guns, Panzer (armour) Tank battalions were Stab (staff) Headquarters unit comprising
Kolonne (column) An independent organised into companies, with one or officers who would be assigned to a
transportation unit, varying in size, more command (Befeh) tanks per specific role such as: la = operations;
transporting equipment or supplies such  company, and Werkstatt (workshop/ b = supply & transport; Ic = intelligence;
as a bridge colum or a light infantry repair) and Versorgungs companies 1d = training; la = personnel matters,
column (which consisted of a number of allocated to-each regiment. Each Pz Div officers; llb = personnel matters, men;
horse-drawn vehicles capable of had attached a deep-maintenance 111 = judge advocate; IVa = administration;
transporting a fixed tonnage). Kraftfahrzeug detachment, including a 1Vb = medical; V = motor transport.
Kommando (detachment) Tactical millary ‘workshop, weapons and a spares unit. Div HQ included the CO, plus staff officers,
formation of indeterminate size. Panzerjager (anti-tank) A PzJg unit usually cartographers (Kartenstelle), a signals
Kompanie (company) Tactical unit of three contained a mixture of motorised and unit,an MP unit (Feldgendarmerie), plus
or more Ziige; with a strength of stationary anti-tank weapons. an escort force and transport team.
100-200 soldiers. Pionier (assault engineers) In addition to Trupp (troop) Tactical, sometimes.
Korps (corps) Ideally the Waffen-SS corps building bridges and fortifications, Plonier  indepeident, unit of 10-20 men.
(formed from 1943) comprised two or troops were trained as assault troops, . Werfer (mortar) Compared to Alled
‘more divisions, plus several attached specialising in urban fighting and formations, German units were mich
Abteilungen, and the HQ staff, Although ‘weapons like flamethrowers and satchel better armed with mortars. A divisional
the 155 Panzer Korps was the model, charges. Usually split into an armoured Werfer unt typically had three batteries of
‘manpower shortages meant that the size company, several Plonier and special six 150mm towed mortars and a battery
and quality of each varied. companies such as Briicken (bridging) of six 210mm towed mortars. After 1943
Nachrichten (signals) A signals unit, and assault boat. six battalions of S Nebeltruppen
comprised Fernsprech (telephone), Funk * - “Regiment Comprising several Bataillone, with  (specialised rocket launcher troops) were
(radio) and a m 2-6,000 men. raised and equipped with Nebelwerfer
troops, which troops) These (a multi-barrelled rocket launcher).
included non-combatants such as the included the Feldlazarett (field hospital 2Zug (platoon; plural Ziige) A tactical unit of
Veterinary unlt, the Backerie-Kompanie unit), comprising the Sanitits companies 3040 soldiers.




ORIGINS & HISTORY

Below: The newly formed ‘s liler, the Adol
Hiter Shock Troop,keaing for the German Day
(0e

7 fag) held in Bayreuth on 2 Sptembher
923. These e ey gtherings were the

precursors of the huge Nuremberg Parteiagen (Pary

Days), the langest of which was that held on

5-12 September 1938,

Gema

The 1st SS-Panzer Division Leibstandarte-SS Adolf Hitler was the first armed SS
formation and, by most measures, the most capable. Based from the early 1930s at
Lichterfelde Kaserne (barracks), Berlin, its troops were the standard-bearers of the
fledgling SS, although initially they were referred to contemptuously by army regulars
as the ‘asphalt soldiers’ for their obsessive spit and polish drill and purely ceremonial
duties. After the campaigns in Poland and France, contempt gave way to genuine
respect as Leibstandarte earned its reputation as a combat unit, which lived, as one
Leibstandarte captain later reflected, for the ‘sheer beauty of the fighting’.

EARLY HISTORY

The history of the Leibstandarte is inextricably tied to that of the Waffen-SS, the
‘military wing of the Schutzstaffel (SS). Its early origins, therefore, lay in the men who
provided protection for the leaders of the fledgling Nationalsozialistische Deutsche
Arbeiterpartei — the National Socialist German Workers’ Party, or Nazis — in the
often violent political scene of Germany of the 1920s and 1930s . These bodyguards
were first drawn from the party’s Sports and Gymnastics Section, which later grew into
the Sturmabteilung (SA) under the leadership of Ernst Rhm.

The year 1923 saw the formation of the Stabswache (Headquarters Guard), a
rather grandiose title for what was, in
reality, just two men acting as
bodyguards to Hitler. The creation of this
unit, the first such body dedicated to the
personal protection of-the Fiihrer, was
motivated by Hitler’s growing mistrust of
the SA, the ranks of which were filled
with_former Freikorps volunteers and
members of the Brigade Ehrhardt, a
right-wing organisation whose
eponymous  leader was  openly
contemptuous of Hitler. Hitler's fears
were soon confirmed when Ehrhardt
withdrew his men from the SA, and the
Stabswache was disbanded. Realising
that he needed to exercise greater control
over the SA, Hitler appointed his trusted
comrade Géring to lead it, but despite
Goring’s success in restructuring the unit
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the gulf between the SA and party leadership continued to grow. Subsequently, the
Stosstrupp (Shock Troop) Adolf Hitler was formed from men whose personal loyalty to
Hitler was beyond question. Among its members was Josef ‘Sepp’ Dietrich, the most
famous of Leibstandarte commanders, and Rudolf Hess, who rose to be Deputy Leader
of the Nazi Party.

In November, along with the numerically superior SA, the Stosstrupp participated
in the failed Munich Beer Hall Putsch, the NSDAP’s ill-conceived and semi-farcical
attempt to wrest control of Germany by coup d-état. At least 12 Stosstrupp members
were shot down and killed around the Nazi leaders as they marched at the head of an
srmy of rebels, While Hitler languished in Landsberg prison for his part in the coup,
he various factions of the now-outlawed and leaderless party became divided. The SA,
also banned by law, was reorganised by Emst Rohm into the Frontbann, and by the

me that Hitler was released, it boasted some 30,000 members. Such visible growth
n Réhm’s power concerned Hitler greatly, and he was soon in dispute with the Rahm
and the Frontbann, members of which had begun to openly criticise Hitler’s leadership.

CREATION OF THE §S

Hitler reacted by removing Rohm in April 1925 and that same month created the SS
as a kind of praetorian guard. Initially this was comprised of only eight men, all of
whom had demonstrated unswerving loyalty to Hitler. SS units, each of ten sober,
healthy men with untainted criminal records, were subsequently raised in other
districts, but as a gesture to the still-powerful SA they were placed under its control.
The SA resented the elitism of the SS and in turn the SS was embittered by the offhand
treatment it received at the hands of its SA overlords. It was also frustrated by the

Above: Befin, 30 January 1938, To mark thefifth
niversary of the National Socaliss coming o power
a parade was heldin frontof the

e Willlnstrasse, Berln,Fere  conti
Leibstardarte-5 masches past Hiler, who s
accompanied by — from left 0 right — Rudolf Hess
Deputy Leader; Sepp Dierich, commander o
LSSAH; and Reichsfihrer58 Heinrich Himiler.



Above: The Letbstandarte-S3 Adolf Hitler marches
through the streets of Nuremberg led by s
‘commanding offcer, Sepp Dietrch, during the 1935

Reichganteitag

ORGANISATION OF
LEIBSTANDARTE-SS ADOLF
HITLER REGIMENT AS OF
OCTOBER 1934

Stab (HQ) with Sig Pl and Band
3 x Sturmbanne (mot)

each of 3 x Stiirme (mot),

1 x Sig Pl and 1 x MG-Stiirme

1 x MC Sturm

1 x Mortar Sturm (mot)
1 x Recce Pl

Note: St
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restrictions on its numbers, while the SA, which was
willing to accept almost any man, continued to expand.
Control of the SS passed through the hands of two
leaders in quick succession, neither of them able to
stand up to the bullying of the SA. Morale among the
membership declined, and with the arrival of the a new
leader, Heinrich Himmler, in 1929, the SS seemed
condemned to a history of mediocrity.

Few had reckoned on the relentless ambition and
drive that Himmler would bring to the role of leader of
the SS. His meek appearance and mild manner were
interpreted as weaknesses by his party peers, but his
participation in"the abortive Munich putsch, fanatical
devotion to the cause and loyalty to Hitler were well
known. Thus this one-time chicken farmer, industrial
chemist and homeopathy enthusiast became leader of
the SS, and set about turning it into a unit that would
rival and eventually supplant the SA as the military
wing of the Nazi party.

The SS that Himmler took over had barely 280 members. He determined to
expand it according to his own politico-eugenic theories, which had imbued in him a
belief in the racial superiority of the Germanic race, and a desire to foster a nation of
racially pure supermen, with the SS at its head. He persuaded Hitler to allow him to
introduce tough membership rules, by which new members had o prove their family
lineage extending back for three generations. Undesirables were ejected and discipline
tightened. SS numbers grew slowly, reaching 1,000 by the end of 1929, as more and
more recruits began to favour the disciplined elite status of the SS over the rowdy,
loutish and drunken SA. At the end of 1930, SS membership stood at 3,000, and
Himmler had successfully wrested control of the unit from the SA.

The SA had become-a major problem for Hitler by this time. It had grown out of
control, while the party itself had split into rival factions. The inevitable confrontation
broke out in mid-1930, when the SA deputy commander demanded that Hitler reduce
party interference in SA affairs. Hitler refused, brought back Ernst Réhm to replace the
SA commander, Ernst von Salomon, and demanded that SA members swear an oath
of allegiance to him. They refused, and by the new year the air was again thick with
rumours of a plot against the leader, but when the SA attempted to take over the party
in April 1931 the rank and file remained loyal to Hitler and the rebellion melted away.

SS strength rose dramatically that year, and on the eve of the elections that swept
Hitler to power he could count on some 30,000 men. In-March 1933, a select band
of these were chosen by Oberstgruppenfiihrer Sepp Dietrich to form the SS-
Stabswache Berlin, the progenitor of ‘the Leibstandarte, a Praetorian guard
responsible for protecting Hitler.

Dietrich, a fellow Bavarian and trusted party comrade of Hitler’s, created the

with 120 hand-picked men who were paragons of the SS ideal: 25 years

Battalion—is the name given to SA
units in the early years of Nazism. The
word Sturmbann would disappear in
unit terms but continue to be used:in
SS ranks such as Sturmbannfiihrer
(see list on page 4). =~~~

old, 1.8 metres tall, and with no criminal record. On 17 March, the first unit muster
was held at the Alexander Kaserne in Friedrichstrasse. In April it transferred to
Lichterfelde Kaserne, Berlin, where it was retitied SS-Sonderkommando Berlin and =
12-man guard under Wilhelm Mohnke was posted to the Reich Chancellery. Its firs
published appearance as an honour guard for the Fiihrer came during an SA rally at
the Berlin Sports Palace on 8 April. The following month a special training unit, SS
Zossen, was raised from three companies of troops to support the




ORIGINS & HISTORY

bodyguard unit. Initially, the duties of the SS-Sonderkommando
Berlin were almost purely ceremonial. It mounted a 24-hour
juard outside the Reich Chancellery and the Fiihrer’s residence
1 the Wilhelmstrasse. A very select group, known as the

i i (Fiihrer escort served as
fitler’s personal staff — waiters; valets, drivers and the like.
Whenever he appeared in public in his famous open Mercedes,
1e was flanked by Leibstandarte troops.

A further name change came in July, when SS-Stabswache
Berlin was renamed SS-Sonderkommando Jiiterbog. During that
summer a detachment of the FBK under Theodor ‘Teddy’ Wisch
stood guard for the first time at Hitler's summer retreat near
Berchtesgaden.

The final act of this period of reorganisation came in
September 1933, when SS-Sonderkommando liiterbog and SS-
Sonderkommando Zossen combined as the Adolf Hitler
Standarte. At Hitler's suggestion this was changed to
Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler, a name redolent of the old Imperial
Bavarian Life Guards. The name was enshrined at the September Parteitag rally, for
which the Leibstandarte, turned out in the striking jet-black SS uniform, provided
the honour guard. Another significant event was the official swearing in of the men
ata ceremony on 9 November to mark the tenth anniversary of the Beer Hall Putsch.
It was held at the’ Feldherrnhalle War Memorial, in Munich's Odeonplatz. The
highlights.of the ceremony, full of pomp and pageantry, were a recantation by
torchlight of the SS oath of allegiance to the Fiihrer by some 835 LAH members,
and the presentation of the first regimental colours.

Such spectacles, and the presence of its troops outside the Chancellery, Berlin's
three airports, various ministries (including SS headquarters), as well as the private
homes of the Fiihrer and Reichsfiihrer-SS Heinrich Himmler, had helped the
Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler (the ‘SS’ was inserted later) quickly to gain for itself a very
public profile. Its role would soon extend, however, into the darker corners of the
Nazi reqime.

NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES

The threat posed by the half-million SA members to Hitler's dominance emerged
again in early 1934. Its leadership and many of the rank and file had become
disillusioned with the Nazi party, which they felt had become too much a part of the
establishment that the socialist-orientated SA sought to overthrow. When Réhm
expressed these reservations in a speech in February 1934 and demanded a greater
role for the SA in Germany’s future, Hitler moved quickly.

On 30 June, the so-called ‘Night of the Long Knives’, Hitler, Dietrich and a six-
man LAH escort travelled to Bad Wiesee, where a conference of senior SA officers
was to take place, with. They arrested Ernst Rihm and other SA leaders, taking them
to Stadelheim prison where they were executed by an LAH firing squad. In Berlin,
LAH units were even more active, arresting more SA men and other political
enemies whom the Nazis wanted eliminated. It is difficult to be precise about the
number killed by firing squad: the figure was well over 100. The decapitated SA was
disarmed and the power of the organisation faded rapidly. SS fortunes, by contrast,
were very much in the ascendant.

Above: Adof Hiler, chancelorsince 30 January 1933,
addresses  political meeting held in the Berln Sports
Palace on 8 Aprilof that year This photograph shows
the meetng being guarded by full-time armed gt
steel-helmeed members of the neily foomed -
Stabsuache Berlin. Six months e, by then named
the SS-Sonderkommaris Jiterbog, the unit was once

more el this time at the 1933 Nuremberg

Parteital Rally, becoming the Adolf Hitler Stanarte.
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Below: Reichsfihrer der SS Heinrich Himmier
(1900-45) was a ruthless, fanatical Nazi whom Hitler
made head o the 5 o 6 Janary 192. When e took

Reichs Commissar for the Consolidation of G
Nationhood — and Himmler responde by finding
ever more means of exterminting ‘racial

degenerates'. He became Minister of ¢ Interior on

25 August 1943, 0n 21Julf 1944 he took control of the

Jkssturmn butin the final days of the Reich his

arly afer his
atiem 10 capitulae to the Alles sing Swedish
diplomatist Count Bernadotte as an intermediary.
Captured by British troops northeast of Bremen, he

committed sicide on 23 May 1945,

In the mid-1930s the military forces of the Third Reich were expanded to ready
them for Hitler’s campaigns of conquest. Under this expansion both the army and
the SS dramatically increased their strength, and by September 1939 the German
armed forces were certainly the most disciplined, highly trained and best equipped
in the world.

From the outset Himmler had desired a separate armed force for the SS, and he
pushed and won approval for the creation of separate paramilitary units under the
jurisdiction of the SS. Of course, there already existed two armed units — the
Leibstandarte was one; the other were the Totenkopfverbinde (Death’s Head units)
that guarded the concentration <amps — the first three, set up in 1933 were Dachau,

built to detain those accused of political
and ldeologl(al cnmes agalnst ﬂ\e Rel(h With the dawMall of the SA in 1934 lhe SS
took over camp The
by Theodor Eicke and would go on to form the core of the Totenkopf division.

However, Himmler had greater ambitions for the men that he had preached in
1931 would be the ‘Gods of the new Germany’. On 16 March 1935, Hitler announced
the formation of the SS=Verfiigungstruppen (special purpose troops). The SS-VT was
created by amalgamating established SS-Politische Bereitschaften (political readiness
squads) into three regiments each with engineer and signals battalions. These formed
the core of what became in 1940 the Waffen-SS, or armed SS. For administrative
purposes, the Leibstandarte was considered to be part of this body, and although it
was often preoccupied with ceremonial duties, received much of its early military
training from SS-VT troops.

The SS-VT was distinct from other arms of the SS, although the two
organisations mingled. It was expected to be a military organisation completely
obedient and loyal to its master, Adolf Hitler, but its purpose was never entirely
clear, since national defence was already in the hands of the Wehrmacht. Himmler
and Hitler never came up with a satisfactory answer, usually referring to the SS-VT
as a Weltanschauliche Truppen or ‘political soldiers’ that served Hitler directly as
‘the spearhead of National Socialism’. In reality, its purpose was to carry out
whatever task Hitler and Himmler demanded; its existence became Himmler’s
justification for the continued growth of the SS.

In mid-1934 the Leibstandarte added SS to its official name, the abbreviation
changing to LSSAH. Correspondingly its duties were expanded and the unit was
reorganised along military lines. Between October and December 1934, it re-
equipped as a motorised unit and by the end of November it consisted of three
battalions, a motorcycle company, a mortar company, an armoured car platoon-and
a signals platoon. In addition it maintained a band. At the time of the reoccupation

10
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of the Saarland in February 1935, the Leibstandarte had a strength of around 2,500
men, or a quarter of the SS total. On Hitler’s triumphant motorised parade into
Saarbriicken, LSSAH provided the escort, much to the chagrin of the Wehrmacht,
and on 1 March it was again in the spotlight at the head of the forces reoccupying
the Rhineland.

Hostilities between the conservative, rigidly class-conscious régular army — das
Heer — and the upstart armed SS formations reached.a new height in 1935, and
although Hitler was quick to play down the independent military role of the SS for
fear of ostracising the army, the antagonism continued. Within the confines of the
SS, Leibstandarte commander Sepp Dietrich’s personal relationship with Himmler,
who could intimidate most of his subordinates, was also less than cordial, and the
two were frequently at odds.

The Waffen-SS and the Wehrmacht differed in many, many respects — political
motivation, allegiance and structure among them. Less obviously, SS men were
from predominantly rural backgrounds and had received less schooling than their
Wehirmacht counterparts, although they had to conform to higher physical
standards. Leibstandarte entry requirements were particularly stringent; in fact,
before regulations were relaxed men were routinely rejected for having just a single
tooth filled! Rapid expansion of the army to 35 divisions after 1936 forced the army
to lower certain conditions of recruitment, and in turn it limited the number of
conscripts it would allow to join the SS.

Hitler’s territorial ambitions had been far from satisfied by the reoccupation of
former German territories in 1935, and he viewed it as the birthright of the German
people to expand further, occupying ‘Lebensraum’ populated by ‘lesser’ races. Such
expansion dlearly required a strong military force, which Hitler began slowly building
since 1933.The expansion of all branches of the military, in flagrant disregard for the
Versailles Treaty that outlawed any such expansion, included the SS. Under Reichsfiihrer-
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o SS Himmler this was growing into a vast
self-contained political apparatus — the
shining star of the Nazi regime — with
interests that extended into economic,
military and social spheres.

The SS-VT, the military wing, had
emerged with great prestige from the
occupation of the Saarland, but its
precise role in any future ‘conflict was
somewhat muddled, and despite the
undoubtedly high physical qualities of
its soldiers, it lacked combat experience.
The first problem stemmed from the fact
that, although it had ostensibly been
established as a ‘permanent armed force
at (Hitler's) disposal’, he had also
publicly stated on numerous occasions
that the SS-VT would, in time of war, be
attached to the regular army and fight as soldiers under its command in defence of
Germany. Thus its role appeared to overlap with that of the Wehrmacht, which
resented any such intrusion on its territory. Privately, Hitler expressed his feelings
that it was necessary for the SS to prove itself in combat, in order to secure the
confidence and respect of the population.

So to Himmler he entrusted the recruiting and training — both military and
ideological — of the SS-VT, and in 1936 he appointed an experienced former
Wehrmacht officer, Paul Hausser, to the Inspectorate of the SS-VI. With his
subordinates Felix Steiner and Cassius Freiherr von Montigny, Hausser devised a
tough and thorough training programme for the SS-VT regiments, involving
weapons and unarmed combat training, and particular emphasis was placed on
physical training. Exercises were frequently conducted using live ammunition.
Additionally, the SS soldier was subjected to frequent lectures on Nazi politics,
racial_ superiority and the like. The same programme was adapted to the
Leibstandarte, which conducted its training at the grandiose Lichterfelde barracks,




although it already had a busy ceremonial schedule
to fulfil.

One such public duty for the Leibstandarte was
the honour guard for the 1936 Winter Olympics, a
role it repeated at the'Summer Olympics in Berlin.
Both events were heralded as a showcase for the
‘miracle’ of National Socialism, ‘but Hitler’s true
intentions for the Germany were at that very moment
being played out behind closed doors.

He had since 1933 been courting Austrian voters
and expressing his desire to unite the countries under
one leader. He had already, in 1934, backed a failed
coup d’état by the Austrian Nazi Party to overthrow
the government. In the aftermath hundreds of Nazi
were jailed, but were soon released to begin
scheming once more. Hitler continued the pressure
on the national government through sympathisers in
the Austrian assembly, and in 1938, the final year of
peace under the Third Reich, he began another phase
of expansion that ultimately led to war, brief glory
and, after six long years, defeat.

For the March occupation of Austria — the
Anschluss — the Leibstandarte was under General
Heinz Guderian’s XVI Army Corps, and provided an
escort for Hitler as he rode in triumph to the Austrian
capital. Here it stayed until April under the command
of 2nd Panzer Division, and then returned to Berlin.

In April Hitler ordered planning to begin for Fall
Griin (Operation Green), the occupation of the
Sudetenland, a mountainous area between Bohemia
and Silesia where 3.25 million Germans were living
under Czech rule. At the end of September, after
manoeuvring around the British and  French at
Munich, Hitler was able to occupy the Sudetenland.
For the operation, Leibstandarte was again attached
to the XVIth Army Corps and it was achieved without
incident. Further appeased, he bullied and cajoled the Czech government to
renounce the country’s independence and accept status as a German
protectorate. When they agreed, Hitler moved quickly and in mid-March 1939
sent troops in to occupy the remaining Czechoslovak territories. This, too, was
achieved without incident, but the increasingly active role of the SS (all three
S5 regiments took part in the Czech operations), and the fact that they were
now wearing the same field grey uniforms as the army, did not please the
OKW.

A month later there was a return to official duties when Hitler opened the
7km Tiergartenstrasse in an official ceremony honouring his 50th birthday. With
Leibstandarte troops lining the road as thé-Honour Guard, the Fiihrer drove the
length of the spectacular new highway in his open Mercedes. Emboldened by
the weakness he perceived in the British and French, he was already planning
the next stage of conquést, into Poland, and in January had already renewed his
demands for the return of Danzig.
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felow: Accompaniee by membersofhismilary staff
and his personal $5 bodyguard, Hitler i cheered on by
enthusiasic German soldies during a visit he made to

the front in Poland in 1939.

POLAND — Fall Weiss

For Germans of all politicalfeanings the Republic of Poland and the Danzig Corridor
that divided the territory of East Prussia from the rest of Germany were constant
and bitter reminders of the humiliation meted out by the Treaty of Versailles at the
end of World War 1.

In January 1939, following his diplomatic successes of 1938, Hitler began to
demand that the territories be fully restored to Germany. The demands were
rebuffed but, encouraged by the continuing British and French postire- of
appeasement, on 3 April he ordered the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht (OKW) to
formulate plans for an attack. He remained, however, fearful of antagonising the
Soviets, and so forged an unlikely alliance with that country on 23 August — the
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. This secretly divided Eastern Europe into German and
Soviet spheres of influence, allowed for the attack on Poland and the splitting of the
territory gained between the two countries.

Newly schooled in the tactics of Blitzkrieg, the OKH planned to use maximum
surprise in the attack, codenamed Fall Weiss (Operation White). Some 98
Wehrmacht divisions were mobilised in
preparation for the offensive, and
throughout July and early August these
units moved quietly to positions on both
sides of Germany — to the east on the
Polish border ready to invade, and to the
west to take up defensive positions to
meet the anticipated counter-attack by the
British and French. In the north General
Fedor von  Bock’s Fourth Army was to
attack from Pomerania; the Third Army,
also under command of Bock's Army
Group North, would advance from East
Prussia on the other arm of a giant pincer
movement. In the south Generaloberst
Gerd von Rundstedt’s Eighth (Blaskowitz)
and Tenth (von Reichenau) Armies would
strike from Silesia toward Warsaw, and the,
Fourteenth Army (List) would move on
Krakow in the south-west to cut off any
Polish retreat.
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Leibstandarte had been preparing for the campaign since June, and in August
had received orders to move from Lichterfelde Barracks to an assembly area around
Hundsfeld-Kunersdorf east of Berlin. The OKW remained highly sceptical of SS
abilities away from the parade ground, yet had little option but to acquiesce to
Hitler’s wishes that the SS be included in the attack. Leibstandarte, therefore, was
attached to XIlI Corps, part of Johannes Blaskowitz’s Eighth-Army in Army Group
South, tasked with defending the left flank of Walther von Reichenau’s Tenth Army,
which was to drive east in a two-pronged movement to cut off the Polish forces west
of Warsaw. During the initial advance the Leibstandarte, being a fully motorised
unit, was to come under the control of 17th Infantry Division and was tasked with
reconnaissance forward and the defence of the slower moving army units.

For the attack on Poland Leibstandarte’s main units comprised three motorised
infantry battalions, transported in trucks; a motorcycle company; an engineer
platoon; and a section of armoured reconnaissance vehicles. This unit was under the
«command of Kurt Meyer, who renamed it ‘Panzer Meyer’ before the assault on
Poland. (The nickname would stick and he would be ‘Panzer’ Meyer henceforth.) It
is worth noting that many of the officers commanding Leibstandarte units during
this campaign would go on to become respected commanders later in the war.

Shortly before 01:00hrs on 1 September some 37 German divisions began to
move from their start points toward the German-Polish border. By dawn the
Leibstandarte, advancing south of Breslau, was crossing at River Prosna at Gola,
over a bridge lightly defended by the Polish 10th Infantry Division. The Polish Army,
with a potential strength of 1,800,000 men, was not an insignificant force, yet most
of its weaponry was of World War | vintage and the Polish General Staff had
dispersed this force along'the whole frontier, rather than concentrate it at the most
gravely threatened points.

The Campaign in Poland

~ 1st September - 27th September, 1939
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T From Gola the advance into Poland
was rapid; Boleslavecz fell quickly, and
despite spirited counter-attacks by the:
Polish 10th, 17th and 25th Infantry
Divisions, and the mounted troops of the:
Wielpolska and Wolwyska Cavalry
Brigades, Leibstandarte had almost
achieved all its objectives by the
afternoon of the first day. Advancing
through Opatov along the Prosna River,
finally, by the evening of 1st, the bulk of
the regiment was across the river and
_preparing to advance on Wieuroszov,
where it was to link up with the 17th
Division. This was accomplished, and
early the next morning troops of the
Leibstandarte ~ advanced  towards
Burzenin, where it was ordered to
assault across the Warta River. Fierce resistance brought a frustrating delay and
casualties.

0On 7 September elements of Tenth Army advanced north-east to within 30 miles
of Warsaw, in the first move of a double pincer envelopment, and succeeded in
cutting off Polish forces before they could retreat behind the Vistula, The Eighth Army
succeeded in taking Lodz, 75 miles south-east of Warsaw, that same day.
Leibstandarte moved next on the transport hub of Pabianice, 10 miles south-west
of Lodz near the Pilica River. The 1st Battalion was to isolate Pabianice from the
north, while the 2nd Battalion would move south and the 3rd Battalion would
remain in reserve with the artillery along the highway. The army lent a little support;
a company from 17th Infantry Division and some armour (PzKpfw IIFs) from 23rd
Panzer Regiment . To the north, 1st Battalion encountered no great opposition and
secured its objectives quickly. To the south, however, the 2nd Battalion had to
capture and hold a second highway running into Lodz, but well-sited dug-outs and
stubborn defence slowed the advance, as Polish reinforcements were thrown into the
battle. In the face of fierce counter-attacks from woods south of the scene of action,
at one point the Leibstandarte seemed threatened with encirclement and was only
saved by the timely intervention of Infantry Regiment 55.

Early on the 8th Pabianice fell, but for all its efforts the Leibstandarte was
severely criticised by Generalmajor Loch, commander of ‘the 17th Division, for
forcing the diversion of 55th Infantry Regiment at a crucial juncture. He demanded
its withdrawal to the reserve, and although. his demand was not met, the unit was
subsequently quietly transferred to Reinhardts 4th Panzer Division.

With the route to Warsaw now wide open, von Reichenau’s Tenth Army turned
its axis of advance north and'advanced toward the capital from the south-west, while
the Fourth Army closed from the north. Guderian’s armoured corps advancing from
the north-west met with Ewald von Kleist's armour moving from the south at Brest-
Litovsk on the 14th, effectively cutting off any potential escape route.

~ On the western approaches 1st Battalion of Leibstandarte, now reinforced by
artillery, fought bitterly to wrest Oltarzev from its stalwart defenders. However
although battered, the Poles were far from beaten, and had declared Warsaw &
fortress. Instead of withdrawing east to escape the pincer movement, on
10 September the Polish commander, Marshal Edward Smigdly-Rydz, ordered a
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retreat to south-east Poland and struck south at the Eighth Army, that
was protecting the northern flanks of the Tenth Army. The Polish attack temporarily

ORGANISATION OF
L S5 ADOLF

threw the Germans off balance; on the outskirts of the city iter-attacks against
Leibstandarte, fighting alongside the 4th Panzer Division, forced it onto the defensive
and wiped out the 6th Company of the 2nd Battalion. Withdrawn to the west, it was
attached to the forces attempting to encircle the Polish forces on the Bzura.

Von Reichenau had positioned.his Tenth Army on the Bzura River, which flows
into the Vistula to the north of Warsaw, and on the 14th began a northward drive to
seal off the Bzura ‘pocket’. Under XVI Corps, Leibstandarte played a major part in
this operation, which was the largest battle of the Polish campaign. Some of the
heaviest fighting took place in the streets of Sochaczev, where Leibstandarte
encountered strong resistance. The Battle of Bzura was distinguished by the great
bravery of the trapped Polish forces, by now facing annihilation, but finally on the
19th the jaws closed around them. In truth, the Soviet Union had delivered the death
knell when it began its invasion of Eastern Poland on the 17th.

After the defeat at Bzura, all attention now focused on beleaguered Warsaw and
its surrounding garrison forts. Guarding the northern approaches, the forts of
Modlin and Zacrozym were attacked by battle groups from the SS-Standarte
Deutschland, while in the centre the Leibstandarte, attached to XV Corps, moved on
Warsaw from the west. The reduction of the forts by German artillery, aided by
Luftwaffe bombers, was completed by 25 September, and two days later the Polish
commander of the city sued for peace.

On 30 September, “as the remaining Polish forces were mopped up, the
Leibstandarte was awarded a special standard in light of the heavy casualties it had
suffered during the campaign. In the aftermath of the Polish campaign, army
commanders were quick to criticise SS units. Indeed, casualties had been
inordinately high among the three SS-VT units that had served in Poland.
Leibstandarte alone suffered more than 400 killed, wounded or missing. This, the
army believed, was proof that the SS was poorly led and trained, and reckless in the
attack to boot. The SS countered that the OKW had consistently used-the SS for the
most dangerous tasks, and that the practice of dividing: SS- units among army
formations (only Leibstandarte fought as a cohesive unit) was detrimental to their
effectiveness in battle. Additionally, the OKWwas incensed by reported atrocities
against Polish civilians, particularly Jews, by SS men, but its attempts to bring the
culprits to justice were frustrated. (It should be noted that Wehrmacht personnel
were also hardly guilt-free on this score.)

Overall, through their ability to redeploy rapidly from one sector of the fighting
to another, the Leibstandarte had proved the effectiveness of motorised units in
battle.This proved of vital importance in the Russian campaign.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

During October, with most German units massed in western Europe poised for an
expected attack by the British and French, the Leibstandarte relieved SS-Standarte
Der Fiihrer on its occupation duties in Czechoslovakia and paused for rest and
relaxation. November and December passed quietly, and no attack came in the west,
and some of the regiment was able to enjoy a peaceful Christmas at home. On
23 December Hitler joined the 1st-Company for its Christmas celebration dinner
at Bad Elms, Germany, at which gifts of tobacco, cake and wine were presented to
each man.

HITLER REGIMENT IN 1940

1st Sturmbann
2nd Sturmbann
each of 3 x Stiirme, 1 x MG |
Sturm 3
3rd Sturmbann
3 x Stiirme, 1 x MG Sturm, 1 x It
Inf Gun Sturm, 1 x P2lg Sturm, 1
2 X MC Sturm, 1 x hy Inf Gun
Sturm
4th Guard Battalion
(later Wachtruppe Berlin)
Artillery Regiment
(3 batteries of 10.5cm guns)
Panzer-Spah-Zug (Armd Recce PI)
Nachrichtenzug (Sig PI)
Kradmeldezug (MC Messenger PI) |
Kraderkundungszug (MC Recce Pl
Pionierzug (Pionier Pl). .~
Panzer-Sturm-Batférie
Musik-Zug (Band)
Leichte/Infanterie Kolonne (Light
infantry column that consisted of
a set number of horse-drawn
vehicles capable of transporting a
fixed tonnage)
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THE PHONEY WAR

When the campaign in Poland ended, Hitler, contrary to popular belief, did not have
a clear idea of what to do next. At a 23 September conference, he raised the
question of what measures should be adopted ‘in case of war’ with Britain and
France. He decided that a siege of Britain would be made more effective if the
German Navy held bases in Norway, but both the Naval staff and OKH were
pessimistic about such a venture and during the October and November lull that
became known as the ‘Phoney War’, Hitler devoted himself instead to-planning the
attack on Belgium and France.

In preparation for the coming offensive in the west, Leibstandarte began a
period of intensive training at Koblenz under the command of General Heinz
Guderian. This coincided with a major  restructuring and expansion of the SS.
Criticism of the SS performance under fire could not dissuade Hitler from ordering
the creation of three new SS divisions, and the establishment of a separate
recruiting office under Gottlob Berger, the Erganzungsamt der Waffen-SS. By
recruiting ethnic Germans from occupied territories (the so-called Volksdeutsche),
which the-army was prevented by law from doing, Himmler was able to expand the
S5 and to avoid conflict with the army over allocation of conscripts. Thus the SS-VT,
which from March 1940 officially became the Waffen-SS, was expanded to three
divisions: the SS-Verfiig Division (an ion of the SS-Standarten
Deutschland, Germania and Der Fiihrer that would eventually become the 2nd SS
Panzer Division Das Reich), the Totenkopf and the Polizei, recruited from members
of the police force. In March 1940, Hitler authorized ‘the formation of a
Leibstandarte artillery battalion armed with 105mm guns.

By the spring, growing signs that the British and French would intervene in
Norway and Denmark persuaded Hitler that he, too, must act and ordered landings
for 9 April. In the run-up to the invasion, the regiment was put on standby alert, but
again there was no counter-punch by the Allied armies, swollen by now to 148
divisions of French (100), British (11), Belgian (22) and Dutch (10) troops.
Denmark fell-in‘a day, and although resistance in Norway continued until June, most
of the country was in German control by the middle of April.




The diversion in Norway somewhat delayed preparations for the next phase of
German conquest— into France and the Low Countries of Holland and Belgium, but
by early'May these had almost been completed. The strategic plan OKH had prepared
-for the coming offensive, Fall Gelb (Operation Yellow), was itself modelled on the old
Schiieffen Plan of 1914. For the battle three army groups — A, B and C under Gerd
von Rundstedt, Fedor von Bock and Wilhelm von Leeb respectively — were created.
The main effort would be made by Bock and von Leeb through Belgium either side
of Liége, where the Belgian Army was concentrated on a defensive line on the Albert
Canal and Meuse River, to seize the strategically important fortress at Eben Emael.
This was much as the Allied commanders predicted, believing that an attack in
north-eastern France against the formidable.défences of the Maginot Line, a belt of
fortifications built in the 1930s from Switzerland to Longuyon, was highly unlikely,
and equally unlikely a move through the ravined and forested Ardennes region,
considered impassable to armour.

The original plan called for an attack in November 1939, but after repeated
postponements because of poor weather conditions, the date was firmly set for
17 January 1940. However, over the winter, Hitler and some of his strategists
began to question the plan, and acting upon the suggestions of von Rundstedt Fal/
Gelb was revised. The new plan, devised by General von Manstein with the
assistance of his commanding officer von Rundstedt, was based on the same
Blitzkrieg tactics — the deep strategic penetration by independently operating
armoured forces, with tactical air support — that had proved so effective in
Poland. Under the new plan the key tank units, including the 5th and 7th Panzer
Divisions under Erwin Rommel, the Kleist Armoured Group (with XIX Corps under
Guderian) and the 6th and 8th Panzer Divisions under Georg-Hans Reinhardt were
transferred to von Rundstedt’s group- (thus reducing to three the number. of
armoured divisions in Bock’s ‘group). It was to make an audacious, coordinated
thrust through the Ardennes and move behind the main concentration of Allied
forces to Sedan, thus bypassing the Maginot Line. From there it would race to the
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undefended Channel coast, before turning to complete the encirclement. After it
was shown to Hitler he immediately ordered it to be adopted.

For the offensive the Germans could muster some two million troops, and were:
thus outnumbered by the four million of the combined French, British, Dutch and
Belgian armies. In tanks the Germans and Allies were roughly equal, although
German tanks were generally faster, but in aircraft they enjoyed a clear advantage:
The difference in opposing forces was less a question of numbers than in the way in
which they were employed, and here the Germans, in their use of new methods of
warfare, showed a clear advantage.

After further delays because of the weather, the assault finally began before
daylight on 9 May, with extensive air attacks on the Dutch and Belgian airfields and
the seizure by paratroops of vital river crossings at Moerdijk and Rotterdam. At
dawn Georg von Kiichler’s Eighteenth Army, including the 9th Panzer Division and
Leibstandarte, drove into Holland, the main column striking toward the southern
Netherlands to envelop the Southern flank of the densely populated ‘Vesting Holland’
(Fortress Holland) fegion formed by rivers and canals around the five major Dutch
cities — Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Utrecht, Leiden and Den Haag — where the
400,000-man conscripted Dutch army had concentrated. Leibstandarte, attached to
the 227th Division of Army Group B, had been given a vital role in penetrating these
defences, and securing the road and river bridges along the advance to the ljssel
River after they had been captured by airborne troops of the Fallschirmjager —
7th Flieger Division and 22nd Luftlande Division (see Spearhead -3 7th” Flieger
Division).

By midday Leibstandarte was 50 miles inside Dutch territory, but at Boernbrock
found its progress blocked by a blown bridge. Undaunted, the regiment crossed the
canal on makeshift rafts, and pressed on. Again, despite a lightning advance to Zwolle
on the ljssel, Leibstandarte was unable to prevent the destruction of two vital bridges
there by Dutch engineers.To the south, the 3rd Battalion found another crossing point
near Zutphen, and before it halted to rest that night the regiment had covered 215km
(130 miles). At thisjuncture, Leibstandarte joined the 9th Panzer Division for the




irive to Rotterdam. Although German airborne
troops held the key Maas (the river the French
call the Meuse is the Maas in Holland) bridge at
Moerdijk, to the north of the city tenacious Dutch
defence had thus far prevented them from
crossing. Hitler would not countenance “delays
and issued an ultimatum to/the Dutch —
capitulate or Rotterdam’ would be bombed.
Negotiations began, but the Luftwaffe attacked
anyway and destroyed the city, later citing in its
defence a breakdown in communications. On
13 May, following the air raid, Leibstandarte was
advancing through Rotterdam and was involved
in an incident which later drew heavy criticism
from the army. Spotting Dutch troops loitering
outside a building soldiers — apparently from
Leibstandarte — opened fire. In fact, Dutch and
German officers were negotiating the surrender
in the building and the fire severely wounded
celebrated airborne forces’ commander Karl
Student. For the army, it was proof again of the
indiscipline of the SS. Undeterred, Dietrich
moved on and the following day Leibstandarte
reached the Hague.

FRANCE

In response to the attack on Holland the French
Seventh Army (Giraud) had moved across
northern Belgium to Breda on 11 May to help the
Dutch, who had fallen back from the Maas. In
Belgium, the army soon fell back on a defensive
line based on the defences behind the Dyle River.
Holland fell on the 14th, but although it initially
appeared that the Allies had succeeded in
delaying the Germans here, Rundstedt had

already sprung the trap on the central front. Here, opposed by only four light cavalry
divisions, the Chasseurs Ardennais and 10 hurriedly prepared infantry divisions, von
Kleist's two panzer corps pushed through the Ardennes and across the Meuse. By Holl
16 May, the spearhead had advanced as far as Vervins and Montcornet. In the centre
von Kluge had pushed back Blanchard's First Army to Beaumont, and Kiichler had
advanced south as far as Antwerp. After crossing the Meuse, von Kleist’s armour
moved rapidly and captured on 18 May St Quentin, nearly halfway to the Channel
from Sedan. The next day he reached Amiens and Doullens, barely 40 miles from the

(Channel coast and on 20 May Abbeville fell.
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Above: Leibstandarte’s past i the campaign in the
West, 10 May to 38/July 1940. After its foray into

o Zdbtandarte pushed south through Belgium
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Rundstedt’s lightning drive to the Channel-split the French forces in two, and cut
the British line of communications with-their main base at Cherbourg. With the
Belgians already back on the Ly River defending Ghent, and the collapse of the
French Ninth Army threatening the British rear, on 22 May the British commander.
Lord Gort, ordered the BEF to hold a line extending from south of Dunkirk to th
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'WHAT'S IN A NAME?

As with many SS units, Leibstandarte went through many
changes between 1933 and 1945, usually getting larger and
more strongly armed. The name cha ges-over this period
were as follows:

SS-Stabswache Berlin - from 17/3/33
SS-Sonderkommando Berlin, from end 4/33
SS-Sonderkommando Zossen from 10/5/33
S5-Sonderkommando Jiterbog from 8/7/33
Adolf Hitler-Standarte from 3/9/33
Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler from 9/11/33
Leibstandarte-5S Adolf Hitler from 13/4/34
Infantry Regiment (mot) LSSAH from 24/8/39
5S-Division LSSAH from 9/5/41
SS-Panzergrenadier Division LSSAH from 24/11/42
1. SS-Panzer-Division LSSAH from 22/10/43

French forces trapped

vicinity of Arras (the canal line), in an attempt to stop a rush
northward by the German forces. The only hope appeared to
be an attempt to cut the German line of communications,
thereby establishing a firm position from the Somme to the
Scheldt. Gort attempted to drive southwards from Arras to
cut the head of the advance, but promised French support
failed to materialise and the attack failed in the face of
determined resistance by German units. The Inext day the
French Army finally counter-attacked with two divisions from
the salient it held southeast of Lille, but this too failed. Now
trapped in a pocket surrounding Dunkirk, its only remaining
port, pressed by Army Group A from the south along the
fragile canal. line-and the east by Army Group B through
Belgium, Where the Belgians appeared on the brink of
collapse, the BEF position had become untenable.

After the battles in Holland, Leibstandarte was afforded a
brief interlude, during which it remained under the command
of Eighteenth Army. Subsequently, it was transported south,
and on 20 May, crossed into France, where it transferred to
XXXXIV Corps of Sixth Army, Army Group B. On 22 May, the-
in the east attempted to break out of the German trap and

Leibstandarte was rushed into the line to stem these attacks. It was then moved into
position on the Aa canal, part of the defensive perimeter around the trapped Allied
forces, waiting for rescue from Britain.

That afternoon, Hi

tler ordered a halt in the advance, persuaded by Goring’s

assurances that his Luftwaffe would destroy the enemy on the beaches. However, by
the time the order reached the front, the Verfiigungs Division was already attacking

Below: The Bltzkrieg in the West was aresounding ~~ the British perimeter.
success for the German forces Soldiersofthe

Waffen-$S receive the Iron Cross, 2nd Class.

In response to instructions from Guderian, to whose Panzer

Corps Leibstandarte was subordinated, the regiment was preparing to assault at
Wattan. On 25 May, disregarding Hitler's orders, Dietrich ordered Jochen Peiper to

lead the assault across the Aa Canal, and
eliminate the British artillery positions
on the Wattenberg heights, which
commanded the surrounding flatlands.
Guderian appeared at Dietrich’s
command HQ during the middle of the
attack demanding-to-know why orders
were being disobeyed, but suitably
appraised” of the situation and
encouraged by the early successes, gave
his approval and brought up the armour
of the 2nd Panzer Division in support,
and the bridgehead was secured.

The next day, 26 May, the British
government authorised Lord Gort to
begin evacuating the BEF from Dunkirk.
and the following night the BEF began
withdrawing to a shallow perimeter
around the port. During the retreat, they
were doggedly pursued by~ Germar
troops. Leibstandarte’s 2nd Battalion
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fasked with capturing the key town of Wormhoudt, encountered stubborn resistance  Above: Junior NCOs of the Wadfen 5, all of whom
from men of the British 48th Division, and on 28 May the town was still in British ~have just eceival the Iron Cross. 2nd Clas for their
hands. As fighting continued, a number of the 4th Cheshire Regiment were captured ! e campaiin in the Wes
and herded into a barn, which was then raked with fire. Grenades were tossed in,
and by the time an officer had halted the slaughter, 65 of the 80-POWs were dead.
Those who did survive implicated Wilhelm Mohnke as the officer who gave the
execution order — not the last such crime in which. thiis fervent Nazi would be
implicated. Dietrich, however, was cleared of any involvement in the war crime, as
he claimed to have spent the entire day, pinfied down in a ditch after troops of the
British Gloucestershire Regiment,shot up his staff car around Esquelbecq. The
incident has been the subject of controversy and numerous attempts to bring the
perpetrators to justice, and remains a dark stain on Leibstandarte history.
With the BEF evacuation underway, and its destruction entrusted to the
Luftwaffe, attention turned to the south, where the French held a line stretching
along the Somme and Aisne rivers. This hastily constructed ‘Weygand Line’ was
badly compromised by the fact that during its advance to the Channel the German
forces had captured vital bridgeheads on the Somme. Leibstandarte and ;SS-
Verfiigungs Division, hastily reinforced and briefly rested after the action' around
Dunkirk, were attached to von Kleist's armoured group for an advance from the
northwest on Paris by Bock’s Army Group B.
Attacks on the Weygand Line began on 5 June, with Leibstandarte advancing
across the Somme south of Amiens. Along the'Aisne, von Rundstedt’s Army Group
A launched the main attack on the 9th, and with the destruction of the Oise Bridge
much of von Kleist's group, including’ Leibstandarte, was rushed to the north-east
into the area around Guiscardto reinforce Army Group A, capturing Laon and then
Chateau-Thierry. On 1T-June, despite spirited resistance, the French were forced to
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fall back on the Marne in deference to their
open left flank, but this last line of defence
was breached and on the next day four
armoured divisions under Guderian broke
through the line at Chalons-sur-Marne.
Subsequently, Paris was declared an open,,
city and abandoned. On 14 June Paris
surrendered, but for the Leibstandarte the
advance continued. At the spearhead of
Panzer Group Kleist, it battled for crossings
over the Seine, and, continuing south in
pursuit of the remnants of the retreating
! Second and Fourth French armies, the
regiment seized nearly 250 abandoned
French aircraft, 4,000 men and untold
other materiel at the Clermont-Ferrand
aerodrome. By 17 June von Kleist was at
Nevers on the Loire; to the east Guderian
had reached Dijon and the Swiss border,
cutting off 500,000 French troops in the -
Maginot Line, who were pressed from the
east by Army Group C under yor Leéb.

For the advance south Dietrich was
placed in command ‘6f XVI Corps and
tasked with  attacking the rear of the
French Alpine Corps, which was defending
against the penetration made by the
Italian Army into the French Riviera.
Leibstandarte, whose line of advance took
it west of Lyon, faced brave but ultimately
futile resistance. On 22 June, the ageing
Marshal Pétain called for a ceasefire, and
three days later, France capitulated with
armistice.

In total the campaign in France cost the
Leibstandarte some 500 casualties. Along
with the other Waffen-SS units that had
fought in Poland, it had performed well in battle, and for this it was amply rewarded
During July, with the regiment quartered at the German city of Metz on the reserve
of Army Group C, George Keppler, Paul Hausser and Sepp Dietrich received the
Knight's Cross at the Fiihrer’s victory celebration in the Reichstag, Berlin, and on
7 September, at a ceremony at|Fort Alvensleben in Metz, Himmler presented &
revised colour standard to the regiment.

Although the army remained sceptical of SS discipline, in light of fresh instances
of SS brutality against French colonial troops and other ‘racial inferiors’, Hitler now
had no misgivings about expanding the SS further. In August Leibstandarte
was upgraded to brigade status and began amphibious training for Operation Sealiwe
— the proposed invasion of Britain. For this it was attached to XXXXV Corps,
First Army, Army Group C, and in September to XXV Corps. But on”
13 October, having failed to defeat the RAF over Britain, Hitler was forced to postpone
Sealiwe. In December Leibstandarte transferred to LX Corps, Army Group D.

2




N ACTION

YUGOSLAVIA AND GREECE

In the spring of 1941, events in the Balkans conspired to bring
about the invasion of Yugoslavia and Greece by German forces.
Mussolini, hungry to emulate German successes in northern
Europe, launched a disastrous and humiliating invasion of Greece
on 28 October 1940, but solid deferice by the Greek armies and
counter-attacks launched in“the new year soon had the Italian
armies on the back foot. The events underlined the instability of
the region, and convinced Hitler of the need to stabilise his
southern flank prior to the invasion of Russia, and equally
importantly, protect the vital Romanian oilfields.

In February 1941, in response to the crisis in the Balkans,

Leibstandarte transferred from Metz to Campalung in Romania,
under XIV Corps, Twelfth Army (List), in preparation for the
upcoming campaign — codenamed Operation ‘Marita’. Thenin Mar(h a coup  Above: Motorised Watfen-SS infantry supported b
détat inYugoslavia against the pro-Axis regent installed a new'government with an 11" nk gun.
anti-German stance, blocking German access to the Greek border. Hitler now
prepared another operation against Yugoslavia, codenamed ‘Strafe’, to run
concurrent with the attack on Greece. Leibstandarte moved again to Temesvar,
Bulgaria, where it joined Grossdeutschland Division and Hermann Goring Brigade,
XXXX Corps, Twelfth Army, which was to conduct the campaign in Greece while the
Second Army (Weichs), von Kleist’s First Panzer Group and the Hungarian Third
Army moved omYugoslavia.

Generalfeldmarschall Wilhelm List's Twelfth Army numbered eight infantry
divisions and two tank divisions, the 2nd and 9th Panzer Divisions. They were faced
by troops of the British Expeditionary Force under British General Henry Maitland
Wilson, that held a short line facing north-eastward along the Vermion Mountains
and lower Aliakmon River, between the Greek forces holding the front in Albania and
those in the Metaxas Line covering the Bulgarian border. The BEF comprised some
75,000 men, including the 6th Australian Infantry Division, the 2nd New Zealand
Division and the 1st Armoured Brigade, and could field some 100 tanks. The
Australian 7th Division and a Polish brigade were intended for Greece as well, but
were held back for North Africa, as Rommel was at that time advancing into
Cyrenaica.

The German Second Army under Maximilian von Weichs thrust south into
Yugoslavia from Austria at 05:15hrs on 6 April, while von Kleist’s First Panzer Group
pushed towards Belgrade from Bulgaria and the Twelfth Army attacked Thrace,
sendiig XXXX Corps westwards through the Vardar region toward Macedonia and

g, i $5-Obergruppenfiher Sepp Dietrich discuss

ategy with German Army Gebirgsjger officers

e Greek campaign, | May 1941, Hels

accompanied by his Adjutant, Max Wansche
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the Monastir Gap. Leibstandarte advanced into Yugoslavia with the 9th Panzer
Division from the border town of Kustendil, heading toward Skopje in the southern
Yugoslavia on the northern arm of the two-pronged advance. On 7 April the Kriva
Pass and Skopje were taken after heavy fighting with the Yugoslav Third Army and
Leibstandarte turned south, heading for the strategically important Monastir Gap,
the gateway into Greece. On the open flank of the British line along the Vermion
mountains and the Greek front in Albania, Monastir was taken only three days
after crossing the Bulgarian border, and List’s Twelfth Army, having pierced the
Metaxas Line, took Salonika on the 9th, cutting off eastern Thrace and the Greek

Second Army.

As it advanced to the border, the Brigade’s Reconnaissance Battalion, under SS-
Sturmbannfiihrer Kurt ‘Panzer’ Meyer, was divided, one element forging ahead to

the Monastir Gap and the other
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lo skirting round the northern shore of Lake
Preapa to link up with Italian forces to the
west. On 10 April the Leibstandarte attacked
through the Klidi Pass on the border with
Greece and the next day won it from ANZAC
troops. The British immediately began to
withdraw to a temporary defensive line west
of Mount Olympus, and the Greek First-Army
began to pull back from Albania.

Meyer’s battalion, was then ordered to
advance through the Klissura Pass and on to
Lake Kastoria. In his postwar memoirs Meyer
recalled an'incident during the assault when,
pinned down by enemy gunfire, his soldiers
could only be motivated to attack the heavily
defended Allied positions when Meyer tossed
a grenade at their feet! The pass was duly
taken from its ANZAC defenders, and with it
secured, Meyer’s battalion moved on, taking
Kastoria on 15 April.

On the 20th, at the Katara Pass, entrance
to Epirus through the Pindus Mountains,
Dietrich accepted the surrender of 16 Greek
divisions from General Tsolakoglous,
signalling that Greece-was lost, and forcing
the British -and “Imperial forces to begin
withdrawing to the Thermopylae Line. The
Métsovan Pass fell on 21 April, cutting the

* Greek First Army’s route of escape from the

area around and north of lonnina. Three days
later what remained of the Greek Army
surrendered. Hounded through the Pindus
and down the Aegean coast to Athens by the
Luftwaffe and the pursuing Leibstandarte, by
25 April the British had retreated into small
beachhead at Kalamata, and were evacuating
towards Crete and Egypt. Having ‘taken
Patros, Leil crossed the Gulf of
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SENIOR PERSONNEL OF MOTORISIERTE BRIGADE DER SS-LEIBSTANDARTE ADOLF HITLER SPRING 1941

€O Sepp Dietrich

la SS-Stubaf Keilnaus
Ib SS-Stubaf Ewert
Ila SS-Hstuf Max Wunsche
1l SS-Stubaf Knote
IVa SS-Stubaf Bludeau
Band

|

~1st Infantry Battalion (mot)
€0 S5-Stubaf Fritz Witt

1st Company $S-Ostuf Gerd Pleib
2nd Company SS-Hstuf Schulze

3rd Company SS-Hstuf Shiller

4th Company (MG) SS-Hstuf Krocza
Sth Company (Hy) SS-Hstuf Grob

{—2nd Infantry Battalion (mot)

€0 $5-Stubat Theoddr Wisch

6th Company: -~

7th Compary 55-Hstuf Rudou Sandig
8th Company SS-Ostuf Beu

oth Company (MG) SS- ot Wlk
10th Company (Hy) SS-Hstuf Scappini

—3rd Infantry Battalion (mot)

€0 55-Stubaf Weidenhaupt

11th Company SS-Hstuf Frey

12th Company SS-Hstuf Hubert Meyer

13th Company SS-Hstuf Hempel

14th Company (MG) SS-Hstuf Max
Hansen

15th Company (Hy) SS-Ostuf Olboeter

{1V Infantry Battalion (mot)
(from 10 June 1941)

€O SS-Sturmbannfihrer Jahnke

16th Company SS-Hstuf Klingemeyer

17th Company SS-Ostuf Wandt

18th Company SS-Hstu Kling

19th Company S5-Hstuf Meiforth

20th Company S5-Hstuf Kolitz

‘—Guard Battalion
at Berlin-Lichterfelde

— Artillery Regiment (mot)
€0 55-Staf. 2

1st Group CO—SS-Stubaf Sukkau
1t Battery S5-Hstuf Teufel
2nd Battery SS-Hstuf Cischek
3rd Battery SS-Ostuf Homs

2nd Group CO—SS-Stubaf Mertsch
4th Battery (hy) SS-Hstuf Schroder
5th Battery (hy) SS-Ostuf Heberer
6th Battery SS-Hstuf Fend
7th Battery SS-Ostuf Dr Naumann
8th Battery SS-Hstuf Urbanitz

{—SS-Pionier

*|* Flak Battalion

€O SS-Hstuf Bernhard Krause
1t Battery SS-Hstuf Ullerich
2nd Battery SS-Hstuf Mobius
3rd Battery SS-Hstuf Kappus

|- Heavy Infantry Battalon (mot) -

€O SS-Stubaf Steineck . -/

It Company (LtIG) SS-Ostuf Jurgensen
2nd Company (Hy 1G) SS-Ostuf Wiest
3nd Company (Pzlg) SS-Ostuf Woest

Battalion

(€0 SS-Stubaf Christian Hansen
1t Company SS-Hstuf Anhalt
2nd Company SS-Hstuf Wendler
3rd Company SS-Ostuf Tscholtsch

{— Signals Battalion (mot)
€0 55-Ostubaf Keilhaus

L Support Column (mot)
€O SS-Stubaf Bernhard Siebken

O S5-Stubaf Kurt Meyer

1st Company (MO SS-Ostuf G. Bremer
2nd Company (MC) SS-Hstuf Hugo Kraas
3rd Company (Lt AC) SS-Ostuf Bottcher
4th Company (Hy) Nachrichtenzug

L Sturmgeschiitz Battalion

€0 SS<Stubaf Schonberger

15t Battery SS-Hstuf Wiesemann
2nd Battery SS-Hstuf Prinz

Abbreviations

Ostuf  Obersturmfiihrer
Hstuf  Hauptsturmfiihrer
Stubaf  Sturmbannfiihrer
Ostubaf Obersturmbannfiihrer
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Above: Gepnarf froops being greeted with obvious Corinth into southern Greece in pursuit of the BEF, but through a skillfully executed
sttt by Greek women, some of whom are withdrawal the bulk of the British forces were evacuated by sea.
iving the ‘German Greeting' — the ‘Heil Hitler On 27 April Leibstandarte was at Pirgus, and the following day the remaining

sallne—ay 1541 British troops in Greece surrendered. In all the Greek campaign cost the British

some 12,000 men killed, wounded or captured, most of them in the final desperate
defensive battles around the evacuation ports. The cost to Leibstandarte was 93
killed, 225 wounded and three missing, and it was afforded a few days’ rest. On
8 May the victorious German Army paraded through Athens, where the passing
motorcyclists were handed flowers from cheering Greeks.

In Yugoslavia, Wehrmacht forces took a mere 12 days to bring Yugoslavia under
heel. By 13 April German motorised and armoured elements had linked up in
Belgrade, and on the 15th, Sarajevo was occupied. Finally, on the 17th, the
Yugoslavs formally surrendered. Some 6,000 officers and 338,000 NCOs and men
became prisoners of war, although the larger part managed to escape and form an
army of partisans around Tito.

OCCUPATION DUTY — CZECHOSLOVAKIA

After the Balkan diversion, Leibstandarte was transferred back to Prague,
(Czechoslovakia, for rest and refitting in preparation for the delayed invasion of
the Soviet Union. At this time it was upgraded to divisional status, becoming
1.55- isierte Division Leil Adolf Hitler (1st SS-Motorised Division
LAH), but even with the addition of a motorised infantry battalion and other
reinforcements, strength stood at only 10,796, half that of the Das Reich, Totenkopf"
and Wiking divisions. The shortfall was due to a manpower shortage that was
already beginning to manifest itself at home. The Wehrmacht had placed restrictions
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'WAFFEN-SS UNIT STRENGTHS
ON 22 JUNE 1941 FOR
OPERATION ‘BARBAROSSA’
1st SS Division 10,796 |
2nd SS Division 19,021
3rd SS Division 18,754
4th SS Division 17,347
5th SS Division 19,377
6th SS Division 10,573
Himmler's Command Staff 18,438
Administrative 4,007
Reserve 29,809
Concentration Camp

Inspectorate 7,200
SS Guard Battalions 2,159
Garrison posts 992
Officer/NCO schools 1,028
S5 Volunteer Battalion

Nordost 904
TOTAL ~ 160,405
Right: Troops from LSSAH drive through a village
somewhere in the eas. T reaction towards the
advancing Germans was mixed. In most eashey
were treated as invaders but n areas Higtad flt the
wors effct ofthe Soviet unges the Germans vere
welcomed.
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on the number of men it would permit to join the Waffen-SS, and so Reichsfiihrer
Himmler began to fill the ranks of the SS with increasing numbers of Volksdeutsche~
from the occupied territories. However, Leibstandarte remained a unique exception:
to this new policy, as Himmler was determined that it should remain ‘racially pure’.
For the time being its exclusive entry standards were maintained.

RUSSIA — OPERATION ‘BARBAROSSA'

As the French campaign drew to its conclusion, Hitler began to feel that an attack.
on the Soviet Union was the best means of achieving two important strategic aims.
Firstly, by denying Britain a potential ally,_he could force its people to accept
negotiated peace. Secondly, it presented an opportunity to satisfy a fundamental
ambition of Nazism — the -acquisition of territory to extend its living space
(Lebensraum). Equally importantly, he had an inherent hatred for Bolshevism, was-
contemptuous of Slavic peoples and mistrusted the Soviet Union’s ambitions in
Europe. Thus even before the fall of France, the OKH was planning for an invasion of
Soviet soil, and this gathered increasing impetus as hopes for a swift victory over
Britain diminished.

For ‘Barbarossa’, some 3,350 tanks in four Panzer armies were available, im
addition to 3,050,000 men, another 750,000 from Finland and Romania, 7,184
artillery pieces, and 600,000 motor vehicles, with support from over 3,000 aircraft.
The ground forces were organised into three army groups under three newly promoted
field marshals — Wilhelm Ritter von Leeb had the north, Fedor von Bock the centre
and Gerd von Rundstedt the south. All of them agreed that the war hinged on the use
of the Panzer armies, acting independently ahead of the infantry, but for the start of
the Russian campaign, they were to be in close cooperation with the infantry in battles
of encirclement that aimed at netting the Soviet forces before they could retreat
behind the safety of the River Dnieper

German Army. estimates, which were approximately correct, placed the total
initial strengtti of the Soviet forces at 203 divisions and 46 motorised or armoured
brigades. Of these 33 divisions and five brigades were in the east, leaving about
2,300,000 men to meet the European invasion. The Soviet air forces were
numerically twice as strong as the Germans, but mostly equipped with obsolete
types. Russia had 10,000 tanks, including a few of the excellent T-34 that was not
yet in full production. The T-34s that did see action had a sobering effect on the
Germans, leading to an immediate re-evaluation of the PzKpfw IIl and IV, the
mainstays of the Panzerwaffe. The reaction to the T-34 would be the PzKpfw V
Panther, the best medium tank of the war. The other surprise to soldiers who had
been taught that the Slavs were subhuman was the determination and tenacity of
the ordinary troops. An example of thiswas seen at the citadel of Brest-Litovsk
where individual soldiers resisted for weeks after the main strongpoint had fallen.
In fact, the real weakness of the Soviet forces was its officer corps, within which
almost none of those who had survived the brutal purges of the 1930s had military
competence or experience. This weakness was first exposed during the 1940-41
Winter War with Finland, and was again during ‘Barbarossa’.

Badly delayed by excursions in the Balkans and complicated reorganisation and
refitting, on 22 June ‘Barbarossa’ was finally unleashed on a 1,800-mile front against
the Soviet Union. The Red Army was totally unprepared to meet the onslaught, and
the seven divisions opposing von Leeb in the Baltic states were rapidly swept aside.
By the end of the month, having destroyed an estimated 15 Soviet divisions, the
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ORGANISATION OF 1. SS-MOTORISIERTE DIVISION LEIBSTANDARTE ADOLF HITLER IN MAY 1941
Divisional HQ, HQ Staff and Band
!
I 4 x Infantry Battalions - oF21 x Reconnaissance Battalion - Supply Services
Stft 55> 2 x MC Companies Staff
3xInf Companies - 1 x AC Company 1 x Workshop Company
1x MG Company, 1 x Hy AC Company 1 x Weapons Workshop Platoon
1 Hy Company’ 1 Sig Platoon 2 x Fuel Columns
of 2 XA/ Pltoons, 1 x Mortar 6 x Motorised Columns
Pltoon, 1 x Pionier Platoon [ 1 xAA Battalion 1 x Bakery Company
2x3.7cm Batteries 1 x Butchery Company
1x 2cm Battery | 1 x Rations Offce:
- 1 x Heavy Weapons Battalion 57 1 xField Post Office
e ire 13t | 1 x Plonier Battalion .
o Company (75mm) e %
G
1.x Hy Inf Gun Company (150mm) e Beehig Colurn
1 x A/t Company (47mm) 1%Lt Pionier Column
1 Field Gun Company (75mm) Medical Services
1 x A Company (37mm) 2 x Medical Companies
I Sturmgeschittz Battalion 1 x Field Hospital
B i b (Abteilung Schinberger) 1 x Ambulance Platoon
at Lichterfelde Kaserne) L XSG Babiy LxSliey
i 1x Palg (4.7 cm) Company R
1ty Regiment
o Sttt

L1 x Signals Battalion

1x Battalion (3 x 150mm btys) 1 xTelephone Company
1xBattalion (2 x 150mm, 1 x 88mm) 1 x Wireless Company
1 x Lt Arty Column
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Army Group North drew up on the western Dvina River. Meanwhile, Bock’s Army
Group Centre crossed the border on 27/28 June in the wake of 7th Panzer Division,
and advanced on the northern fringes of the impassable Pripet Marches, moving
toward its main objective — Moscow. At Bialystock it encircled a vast army and
again at Minsk another large encirclement yielded more than 150,000 Soviel
prisoners.

During the initial attack Leil was i isation into &
division as part of the reserve of the First Panzer Army, Army Group South
(Rundstedt) in the Lublin area, and as such took no part. It moved on fo Ostorwiecz
and finally, a week after the invasion, crossed the Vistula and headed into the
western Ukraine, entering the battle attached to von Mackensen’s Il Panzer Corps,
itself part of von Kleist's First Panzer Army, and which included the SS Wiking
Division and the 13th and 14th Panzer Divisions.

Initially Army Group South (Sixth, Eleventh and Seventeenth Armies), which was
tasked with cutting off and déstroying Soviet forces west of the Dnieper River, 300
miles into southern Russia, made stunning progress. The line of advance took it
along the main road to Kiev, a major objective on the route towards the grand prize,
Rostov. Such was the pace of the advance that the infantry began to be left behind,
inviting attacks on the vulnerable German flanks; furthermore, the Russian forces of
the Kiev Military District under General Kiroponos were sited in better-prepared.
defences than on the north and central fronts. In this situation, Leibstandarte was
again able to demonstrate the advantages of motorised infantry by filling the
widening gap between the armoured spearhead and the slower (largely horse-drawn
or pedestrian) infantry. In one instance 73rd Panzer Division met with unexpectedly
fierce counter-attacks by Russian armour at Dubno and Olyka; Leibstandarte was
rushed in to support, and although the ensuing battle cost 683 killed and wounded,
it prevented the Soviets from cutting the lengthening line of communications.

Consistent with the conventional military doctrine at that time, which
emphasised defence, a fortified line running from the Gulf of Finland to the Black
Sea was built in western Russia during the 1930s. Behind this the Russian forces of
the Southern Front retreated, while launching fierce counter-attacks against von
Kleist’s armour, which was advancing on the left flank at an average rate of 20 miles
a day.”On 3 July Stalin announced that the Soviet government would welcome aid
from the west and called for a scorched earth policy, which would leave the invaders
with ‘not a kilogram of grain or a litre of gasoline’, while rallying the populace to
the defence of the motherland.

‘The Stalin Line, despite its innumerable obstacles, proved too weak to hold the
German armour. Von Kleist broke through east of Zhitomif at Miropol on 8 July,
driving a wedge between the two Soviet armies. Moving quickly on the main road
to Kiev, Leibstandarte ran into strong enemy forces north of Romanovka. At the
same time the renamed Southwest Front under General Budenny launched a
concerted Soviet counter-attack along the whole of the south-western front and the
brigade was temporarily forced onto the back foot, defending the prizes it had won
during the advance. But the huge losses incurred by the Soviet forces soon brought
a respite in the attacks and Leibstandarte was soon on the attack again. Shepetovka
was taken and then, in support of the 13th Panzer, Zhitomir itself.

~ Although von Rundstedt now stood poised to take Kiev, Hitler paused to
contemplate a move on Uman, a major transport hub for the Crimea. Such a move
had the added attraction of encircling the Soviet forces holding up the Seventeenth
and Eleventh Armies in the centre and on the right flank. In the event his hand was
forced. Budenny began advancing a section of his forces on Odes<a - leavina the
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remainder in defence of Uman, and the German Sixth Army was ordered to move hove: Tl i carpi
south-east from in front of Kiev on the left flank of Army Group South. Leibstandarte 1!k 20k 101110 200 11
was again instrumental in preventing Soviet counter-thrusts from piercing the flanks

of von Kleist's armoured column, spearheading the advance. Taking the cities

of Novo Ukraina and Kirovograd on 25 and 30 July, the Sixth Army met the

Seventeenth Army (Manteuffel and Schobert) on the Southern Bug River some

50 miles east of Uman on 8 August, trapping two whole Soviet armies and a large

part of another. In an attempt to break the encirclement, the Soviets threw armour,

cavalry and scores of infantrymen into the battle, and for its part in defeating these

relentless attacks Leibstandarte earned considerable praise from corps commander,

Generalmajor Werner Kempf.

Soviet forces in the Uman pocket were finally eliminated on 22 August, but the
focus of the advance had already switched to the industrial centre of Cherson,
north-east of Odessa. After bitter fighting Leibstandarte took Bubry and
subsequently the road junction at Sasselje. Arriving at Cherson on 17 August,
Leibstandarte fought through the streets for three days before the defenders finally
abandoned the city.

During the march south another atrocity had allegedly taken place. According to
a postwar account of a Waffen-SS journalist serving with the 4th Battalion, east of
Gejgova, men from the battalion found the mutilated bodies of six fellow SS troopers
who had been previously captured and executed in the town's NKVD headquarters.
In reprisal, Dietrich ordered Leibstandarte to shoot all surrendering Soviet troops
for three days, and in the ensuing slaughter an estimated 4,000 were killed. For
want of reliable evidence, the allegations remained unproven.
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KIEV AND THE UKRAINE

By mid-August the first, highly successful, phase of the campaign against the Soviet
Union was nearly ended. Fighting on the Central Front had been characterised by
rapid advances across the flat empty steppes of central Russia as far as the area
south of Smolensk, against sporadic and limited resistance. The capture of Smolensk
on 7 August brought 850,000 Russian captives, and towards the end of the month
the ferocious fighting in the vicinity of Vaskovo-Chochlovka-Rudnaya began to
slacken off. Army Group Centre was then moved into defensive positions to hold the
salient that had been put into the Soviet line west of Yelnya by the 360-mile wide
advance.

The OKH now felt that the maximum effort should be directed against Moscow,
but Hitler was unconvinced of the strategic value of this target. Encouraged by
confident predictions that the war 'was already won, he decided to redirect some of
Army Group Centre to the south to take the Crimea and the Donets Basin industrial
region thus cutting the Russians off from the oilfields of the Caucasus. He also
looked north with a view to taking Leningrad. He was insistent that only after
Leningrad-had been secured, and Army Group South had made significant inroads,
would the advance on Moscow resume.

Acting on these orders, on 25 August the Second Army and the Second Panzer
Army turned southward from the Army Group Centre flank. The advance was stowed
by rain and mud but the defences of the Soviet Army were breached on
12 September, and on 16 September the lead elements of the Second Army and the
First Army, which had moved northward from the Dnieper bend, met 150 miles east
of Kiev. Denied permission to withdraw by Stalin, the seven Soviet armies inside the
Kiev pocket surrendered on the 19th after five days of resistance. In addition to
those lost at Uman in the south, this amounted to nearly 1.5 million men — or half
of the current active strength of the Soviet army.

After the battle of Uman, Leibstandarte was placed on the reserve of XXXXVIII
Corps, First Panzer Group, Eleventh Army, for a much-needed period of rest. It was
soon on the advarice south again, now under command of the XXX Corps, Eleventh
Army. (Yon Manstein), into the dry, dusty steppes of the Nogai Steppe. On
6 September, Hitler had another change of heart and decided that operations
against Moscow would resume, and reinforced Army Group Centre with elements of
Army Group South. On 6 October, after a fateful delay, it returned to action in front
of Moscow.

In the Ukraine, having advanced as far south as the Black Sea, Leibstandarte
turned east toward Rostov on the River Don. Capturing Romanovka, at Melitopol the
brigade was met by a fierce Soviet counter-attack, which broke the sector of the line
held by the Third Romanian Army and threatened an envelopment. Leibstandarte
was again rushed into the line to beat back the attackers, and subsequently took
Berdyansk on the Sea of Azov. Moving along the north shore of the lake, it took
Taganrog, where according to some accounts, troops executed Soviet prisoners on
Dietrich’s orders as a reprisal for the brutal execution of SS men by the district
NKVD. On 20 October von Manstein's exhausted forces attacked the five-mile wide
Perekop Isthmus, guarding the gateway to the Crimea, and 10 days later broke
through and poured onto the peninsula, aiming toward Kerch and Sevastopol.

Even after this most dramatic advance the sheer numerical superiority of the
Red Army, the vastness of the terrain and the coming of winter rains that turned the
roads into quagmires began to make a quick victory increasingly improbable. Army
Group Centre’s attacks stopped dead in their tracks on the heavily defences of
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Moscow, despite the fact that the troops were fighting in the capital itself, and in the
south the advance on Rostov began to bog down.

On 15 November Army Group South reached the Don River, the last natural
obstacle before Stalingrad. It had penetrated some 600 milesinto Russian territory,
in five months of bitter fighting. Leibstandarte was transferred to the command of
1Il Corps, First Panzer Army, and on the 17th bbegan the attack on Rostov on the Don
from the Black Sea coast. The 3rd Company assaulted across the main railway
bridge and captured it intact, earning SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Heinrich Springer the
Knight's Cross. Kleist's armour poured over this vital crossing and on 21 November
took the city. For Leibstandarte came the prize of 10,000 prisoners, 159 artillery
pieces, 56 tanks and two armoured trains.

It'was a brief victory. During the following week the army, racked by sickness,
badly overstretched and plagued by shortages, was battered by a fierce counter-
offensive by Timoshenko’s Ninth and Thirty-seventh Armies, and although retreat
from Rostov was soon the only viable option, Hitler refused to countenance any such
move. Responding to Hitler’s ‘no retreat’ order of 30 November, von-Rundstedt
stated, ‘. . . it is madness attempting to hold. In the first place the troops cannot do
it, and in the second place if they do not retreat they will be destroyed. | repeat that
this order be rescinded or find someone else.” Hitler sent back a message that same
night, telling him to give up his command. He was replaced by Walther von
Reichenau.

Defeat at Rostov exposed how badly overstretched the German forces were and
the inherent flaws in Hitler’s decision to halt the advance on Moscow. The battles
in Rostov left Leibstaridarte decimated. At the end of November it was pulled out
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and spent December in defensive positions outside Rostov behind the Mius. Here
during the first winter of the Russian campaign, it engaged in defensive battles in
temperatures that sank as low as —40°C. A deep carpet of snow made movement
almost impossible, and partisan actions ensured that little or nothing in the way of
supplies got through. During this time the daily food ration fell to only 150 grams.
For the troops, the troubles were heightened by Hitler’s ban on the distribution of
winter clothing, which he reasoned would be detrimental to morale.

Within the ranks of Leibstandarte, Dietrich devolved command to the
independent unit commanders, which no doubt saved the Leibstandarte further
casualties. But even in these straits, the unit earned plaudits. In a Christmas
communique with Himmler, Il Panzer Corps Commander General Eberhard von
Mackensen wrote: . . . Every unit wants to have the Leibstandarte as its adjacent
unit. The unit’s internal discipline, its refreshing eagerness, its cheerful enthusiasm,
its unshakable calmness in a crisisand its toughness are examples to us all . . . This
truly is an elite unit.” A

For the coming year prospects on the Eastern Front were bleak. The combat
experience of the early Blitzkrieg years had been lost on the steppes of Russia
through battle and weather casualties. And the new year promised a different Soviet
Army, one now supplied with better tanks, quns and aircraft, and supplies from the
US and United Kingdom. Furthermore, behind the German lines partisan forces were:
becoming a serious threat to the overstretched supply lines, which crossed hundreds
of miles of overrun but not conquered territory.

At the beginning of 1942 Leibstandarte was firmly entrenched in positions
outside Rostov, in anticipation of an expected Soviet offensive. At this time a Panzer
Battalion was added to the order of battle. It was comprised of three companies
equipped with PzKpfw Ills and IVs.

In February Leibstandarte was transferred to the command of XIV Corps in the
Mius area, and for the remainder of the winter, sub-zero temperatures rendered
movement next to impossible as the brigade fought containing actions against




limited'Soviet actions in the Mius and Donets area. As the first winter in Russia drew
toa close, 5,281 men of the Leibstandarte had lost their lives in Russia.

In Berlin, recriminations for the failure of the Moscow campaign saw 35 leading
generals, including all of the army group leaders and Guderian and Hdpner,
dismissed. Hitler appointed himself as direct Commander-in-Chief of the Army, and
during the spring assumed the role of commander-in-chief for all operations on the
Eastern Front from his headquarters at Rastenburg (the Wolfschanze or Wolf’s Lair).
Here he outlined his plans for the summer operations. He ordained that these would
be limited to a full-scale offensive in the south, towards the Don River, Stalingrad
and the Caucasus oilfields, the capture-of which he saw as the decisive stroke. Not
only would this cut the Soviets off from their fuel, but also achieve an even more
important objective, namely the ‘final destruction of the Soviet Union’s remaining
human defensive strength.’ Hitler’s plan was for a series of successive converging
attacks; the first phase was to be an enveloping thrust on the Kursk-Voronezh line,
which'wotild carry the German front to the Don River. Then the attack would proceed
1o Stalingrad and across the Kerch Strait to the Taman Peninsula.

The Soviet High Command, which had also planned to take the initiative when
the good weather returned, got their attack in first, launching a disastrous strike on
the South-west Front toward Kharkov on 12 May. South-east of Kharkov the Soviet
South-west Front (Timoshenko) broke through the lines near Dnepropetrovsk, where
the German forces had captured a huge power plant. Leibstandarte, as part of
Il Corps, was rushed in to fill the breach in the tine, and held fast in these positions
until the Soviet attack was beaten off. Although initially successful, the Soviets met
with strong German resistance and on 25 May a German armoured force struck into
to the Izyum bridgehead, sealed-off the pocket and netted 240,000 prisoners. The
plans for a Soviet summer offensive collapsed at a stroke.
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UNITS OF

1st SS-PANZERGRENADIER
DIVISION LEIBSTANDARTE ADOLF
HITLER AS AT NOVEMBER 1942

1st Panzergrenadier Regiment - °~

2nd Panzergrenadier Regin!enx/

Panzer Regiment 1 (from November
1942)
1st Battalion (PzKpfw IIl, IV)
2nd Battalion (PzKpfw IIl, IV)
Panzer Workshop Company
Panzer Pionier Company

Artillery Regiment
1st Battalion (150mm, 88mm)
2nd Battalion (88mm)
3rd Battalion (88mm)

Reconnaissance Battalion
Flak Battalion - °
Panzerjéger Battalion
Sturmgeschiitz Battalion
Pionier Battalion

Signals Platoon

Supply Troops.

Workshop Company
Weapons Workshop Platoon
Bakery Company
Butchery Company
Rations Office

Field Post Office

Medical Battalion

Field Hospital
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REFIT AND REDESIGNATION

A month later, on 28 June, the Second and Fourth Panzer Armies of Army Group
South opened the German summer offensive. Leibstandarte, having been
transferred to the reserve of First Panzer Army, moved in May to Stalino for an
intended refit and took no part in this campaign. Subsequently, in June it returned
to I1l Corps in the Rostov area before being pulled back to France, to meet a feared
Allied invasion of Northwest Europe. Stationed in the Evreux region, west of Paris,
and attached to the SS-Panzer Corps, Fifteenth Army, Army Group D; it participated
in a ceremonial parade through Paris in front of Generalfeldmarschall von
Rundstedt, and during the summer underwent a much needed rest and refit. The
formation, which had already received a tank battalion (see page 40), was upgraded
and began training as a panzergrenadier division. Significantly, due to manpower
shortages, Volksdeutsche (‘ethnic Germans’ — ie people born outside Germany but,
according to Nazi racial rules, of German racial descent) were for the first time
allowed into the division.

In October, Leibstandarte moved south for a spell of occupation duty in Vichy
France and also spent time in Normandy. On 22 October it was formally
redesignated a panzergrenadier division, and renamed SS-Panzergrenadier Division
Leil SS Adolf Hitler. F lier units were required to accompany.
armour over difficult terrain into action, and were provided with both supportive
firepower and safety against enemy fire by purpose-designed Schiitzenpanzerwagen
(SPW/armoured personnel carriers). Suffice to say that although they pioneered the
concept of mobile infantry warfare, Germany was never able to fully complete the
formation of Panzergrenadier units, because until the very end of the war it was
unable to produce enough armoured transports to equip even a fair proportion of
the Panzergrenadier units. (For a detailed discussion of the development of the
Panzergrenadier see the ‘Spearhead’ series title 2 Grossdeutschland.)

In November Leibstandarte was still on occupation duty in southern (Vichy)
France, as part of the-reserve of Army Group D, where its armour was reorganised
into two battalions in a panzer regiment. The next month two new companies were
added, équipped with the new PzKpfw VI Tiger Is. At this time division strength was
a nominal 678 officers, 20,166 NCOs and men, but many of these were poorly
trained and inexperienced and, furthermore, at the end of December some of the
veteran NCOs were transferred to form the cadre for the 9th SS-Panzer Divi

AL

veteran ‘It was those defensive battles in Russia
which | shall always remember for the sheer beauty of the fighting, rather than the
victorious advances. Many of us died horribly, some even as-cowards, but for those
who lived . . . it was well worth all the dreadful suffering and danger. After a time
we reached a point where we were not concerned for ourselves or even for Germany,
but lived entirely for the next clash, the next engagement with the enemy.”

During the winter of 1942-43 the tide of the war turned against Germany,
which now found itself matched on all fronts. On the Eastern Front it was contending
with a enemy vastly different from the one it had attacked 18 months previously.
Elsewhere, better leadership and equipment was also beginning to tell against the
German armies. But in the east it was most obviously losing the war of supply and
of numbers, where the Soviet Union was beginning to exhibit its vastly greater
capacity to replace losses of men and materiel. Furthermore, by now the best
Russian aircraft and tanks had achieved a parity with German equipment. In'the
coming battles the German forces, firmly on the defensive, would be tested to the
limit.
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On 19 November 1942, the Russians attacked the Romanian Third Army
positions north of Stalingrad and destroyed its front within hours. The next day came
another attack, on the Romanian corps to the south, and by 22 November the Soviet
forces had met at Kalach, trapping the German Fourth Panzer Army around
Stalingrad. Then, on 16 December, the Soviets-rolled over the Italian Eighth Army
positions on the right flank of Army Group B and thus extended their offensive west
of the city. Finally, on 14 January of the new year, with nearly 300,000 Germans
and Romanian troops still trapped in the pocket, the Russians moved up the Don
again, this time to strike the Hungarian Second Army on the flank of Army Group B
(now commanded by Maximilian von Weichs) south of Voronezh. The Hungarians
cllapsed,” opening a 200-mile front between Voronezh and Lugansk
(Voroshilovgrad). The Soviets then turned southwards to the Donets, threatening to
envelop the remnants of Army Group B and Army Group Don, which was still
battling to keep open Army Group A's lifeline to the west at Rostov. Ten days later
they struck again at the German Second Army north of Voronezh, and in‘three days
had encircled two of its three corps.

With Army Group South now close to collapse in  the' face of this renewed
offensive, Leibstandarte, currently on OKH reserve, Army Group B, was recalled from
France in mid-January and sent to reinforce the weak points in the Ukraine as part
of the newly created SS Panzer Corps, under Hubert Lanz. Hitler had agreed to the

formation of an SS Corps in 1942, which would allow Waffen-SS divisions to fight

together as a coherent force, rather then being distributed throughout the different

army groups. Lanz was ordered to hold Kharkov at all costs, and sent Leibstandarte 7

into defensive positions along the River Donets, with Das Reich in positions to the
east of the river. Although already overstretched on a 70-mile front, the division was
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front as SS-Brigade Schuldt.

The Red Army advance ground on through January and into early
February, slowly pushing back Army Group Don, and with it Das Reich, on to
the Mius/Donets defensive line. On the flanks of the SS positions, the 320th
Infantry Division crumbled in the face of a concerted Soviet assault, and in
headlong retreat to the Donets with 1,500 wounded was surrounded. Led by
the SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Jochen Peiper, who was to distinguish himself on
numerous future occasions, the 3rd Battalion of Leibstandarte made a
daring penetration behind the enemy lines and extricated the division from
disaster.

poltwa

KHARKOV

The encirclement and destruction of Axis forces at Stalingrad in February
1943 was a catastrophe of the worst kind for Germany. With the annihilation
of the Sixth Army, and the destruction of the greater part of Fourth Panzer
Army, five of the seven divisions of the Romanian Third Army, and nearly the
whole Sixth Romanian and Seventh Italian Armies, almost immediately a
vast gap was formed in the front line, through which Russian troops stormed
toward toward Rostov, Kursk and Kharkov. On 8 February Kursk fell. Not
wishing to risk another encifclement, Hitler gave his permission on
6 February to withdraw Army Group Don to the line of the Mius and Donets
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moving at full speed, the right flank of Army Group B was forced back on to
Kharkov, and on the southern front, where von Manstein had taken over command,
the forces had been severely weakened by the savage fighting.

. Although von Manstein did not share Hitler’s views on the need for strong fixed
defénces and was convinced that the numerically inferior German forces could only
match the Red Army by taking full advantage of their superiority mobility in a fluid
defensive pattern, the Fiihrer concluded that no more territory was to be lostand
ordered both armies to hold. Hitler, remembering the way the Waffen-SS units had
defended themselves during the winter of 1941, ordered SS-Panzer Corps (under
former SS-VT commander Paul Hausser) to hold Kharkov. For Leibstandarte
Kharkov was a familiar battleground, but to contemplate defending the city in
winter against Soviet forces seven times greater in numerical strength was nothing
less than suicidal. On 15 February Hausser, who had no desire to preside over a
second Stalingrad, ignored Hitler’orders and allowed SS-Panzer Corps to pull out
of the city towards Krasnograd. There they held firm and destroyed the Soviet
vanguard, bringing the Kharkov offensive to a standstill.

However, with the withdrawal, a 100-mile wide gap appeared between the right
flank of Army Group B and Army Group Don, through which the six Soviet tank corps
of the Popov Group struck southward and westward across the Donets, moving to

cut Army Group Don’s remaining communications lines. To the south the Donetsk—

railroad was cut and on the 19th the Soviets reached the Sinelnikova_railroad
junction 20 miles east-south-east of Dnepropetrovsk. By this time Army Group A
had begun evacuating from the Taman Peninsula to reinforce Army Group South
(as Hitler had renamed Army Group Don on 12 February),and von Manstein had
initiated a series of manoeuvres that were to produce the last great German victory
of the war.

He ordered the headquarters of the Fourth Panzer Army to move to
Dnepropetrovsk to close the gap in the centre of the German line between the First
Panzer Army and the southern flank of the former Army Group B (which had been
divided between Army“Group Centre and South). He then set about preparations for
a counter-attack against the Russian salient that had formed at Kharkov. Despite the
inherent risks of advancing in the spring thaw, both Hausser and von Manstein knew
that the Soviet offensive was losing momentum, and that their lines of supply were
now dangerously outstretched and the troops were tired from months of relentless
fighting. Von Manstein asked for and received 12 tank divisions — the largest
concentration of armour the Germans had thus far fielded — for an armoured
counter-attack. He envisaged an assault from three sides, with-the SS-Panzer Corps
at the head of a pincer movement that would destroy the Russian divisions around
Kharkov. While still ostensibly a Panzergrenadier division, Leibstandarte had already
been strengthened by SS-Panzer Regiment 1,7and with it a Tiger company —
designated 13th (Heavy) Company of SS-Panzer Regiment 1.

The assault began on 23 February in a south-easterly direction, and on 28
February, after five days of bitter fighting, the spearhead units made contact with
Fourth Panzer Army. Leibstandarte, and the entire body of the SS-Panzer Corps, then
swung into action towards Kharkov itself. The Fourth Panzer Army reached Kharkov
itself on 11 March, trapping several Soviet divisions, and after days of bitter fighting
through the city, Kharkov was retaken on 14 March. The battle cost the Soviets

20,000 dead or wounded, together with 600 tanks. Casualties were also high on

German side. The SS-Panzer Corps lost 12,000 killed or wounded and Leibstandarte
alone suffered the loss of 167 officers and 4,373 NCOs and soldiers — 44 percent
of its fighting strength. The army took its advance 30 miles farther’fiorth and on
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ORGANISATION OF 1ST SS-PANZER DIVISION L

SS ADOLF HITLER,

1943

Divisional HQ and HQ Staff; Map Section; Band

S‘S-Panur'gmadln Regiment 1 = S‘S-Pamulndler Regiment 2 _s'“""’mg :‘::"““"
HQ and HQ St 5 HQ and HQ Staff 3 x Batterles
{3 x Battalions, each of: 3 x Battalions, each of: [—Panzerjiger Battalion
HQ and HQ Staff, 3 x Inf Coys, HQ and HQ Staff, 3 x Inf Coys, HQ and HQ Staff, Sig Platoon
1% MG Coy, 1 x Hy Coy 1x MG Coy, 1 x Hy Coy e
|1 x Fak Company 1 Fak Company | Signals Battalion

-1 x Inf Gun Company

L1 x Pzlg Company

SS-Panzer Regiment 1

Q and HQ Staff

- 2 x Battalions each of:

HQ and HQ Staff, 3 x Companies

{= 1 x Heavy Company

1 x Pionier Company

L1 x Panzer Workshop Company
2 x Light Panzer Columns

Artillery Regiment

HQ and HQ Staff
1 x Observation Battery
1 x Mortar Battery
4 x Battalions each of
3 x Batteries

Reconnaissance Battalion

|
HQ and HQ Staff
2 x MC Companies
1 x Light AC Company, |
1 x Heavy AC Company

1 Inf Gun Company
1 x Pzlg Company VI
$5-Flak Battaion 1
Staft, 5 ¥ Coys, 1 x 2cm Flak Pl

[———Supply Troops

HQ and HQ Staff
Rations Office
Bakery Company
Butchery Company
Supply Column

Transport Tr

LR Iroops
10 x Motorised Columns

4 x Heavy Motorised Columns
5 x Fuel Columns.

|—Motor Transport Troops,

| B
HQ and HQ Staff
, |-5:x Warkshop Companies
%11 x Supply Company

7 staff
2 x Armd Signal Coys
1 x It Armd Sigs Column

|—Pionier Battalion

Staff

4 x Companies

1 x Bridging Column

1 x Light Pionier Column

|—Medical Battalion
saff (3D
2 x Medical Companies

[—Field Hospital

Staff

3 x Ambulance Platoons
{—Field Post Office

|—War Reporter Company
[—MP Troop

—7th Battalion LSSAH
HQ and HQ Staff,
3 x Inf Coys, 1 x MG Coy, 1 x Hy Coy

18 March, the SS-Panzer Corps retook Byelgorod; thus regaining the defensive line

of the Donets to Byelgorod, and correcting:the tactical situation brought about by the

Stalingrad disaster.

Previously, on 9 March, SS-Werfer Abteilung 102/502 (a Nebelwerfer unit) was

assigned to the division, and shortly after taking Kharkov SS-Brigade Schuldt was
disbanded. Despite the enormous losses, Kharkov was a timely victory, gained in no
small part through the efforts of Leibstandarte. In every other theatre on every front
the German armies were in retreat, and its propaganda value was immense. The red
square in Kharkov was even renamed ‘Leibstandarteplatz in the division’s honour
and on 21 March, Hitler awarded Dietrich Swords to his Knight's Cross.

It should be noted that, postwar, Soviet authorities alleged that Leibstandarte

troops massacred 700 wounded Soviet troops in their hospital beds.
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The late spring on the Eastern Front was
quiet, a respite that afforded the division
desperately needed time for rest and refitting.
While attached to the reserve of Army
Detachment Kempf in the Kharkov area, 2,500
Luftwaffe troops were transferred-in. allowing
time in May for some of theLeibstandarte
\eterans to visit their homes in Germany.

KURSK—=OPERATION ‘ZITADELLE’

Since June 1941, German attention had centred
on the Russian front, but in the early months of
1943 the strategic situation began to change.

The defeat of Rommel’s Africa Korps in North ‘\‘
Africa brought with it the prospect of an
invasion of Italy, and with the launching of daylight raids on the Ruhr by the USAAF  Abovc: An 5 motorcscle crew e, The exirene
8ih Air Force, German industrial production was threatened. There was also the €0kt and the fort e o rice he
looming threat of a Second Front in north-west Europe. So, although the Kharkov
victory did much to restore German morale, with attention and resources now
focused elsewhere no German commander believed that the next summer would see
significant gains in Russia. However, on a limited level, the failure of Hitler’s
defensive doctrine during the winter had produced a substantial bonus, in that the
long winter-retreats had dramatically shortened the front and created a surplus
itfength on the Eastern Front equivalent to two armies. These two factors offered
von Manstein and the OKH the temptation of an attack on the Soviet salient centred
on Kursk. Although there was enthusiasm for the prospects of an incisive victory,
most favoured defence. There were sharp divisions at the top, and even Hitler
prevaricated. Some argued for the construction of an East Wall, a permanent line of
fortifications across the USSR, and small local attacks that would wear down the
Red Army. Guderian, recalled to active duty, told Hitler‘at a meeting on 9 March:
‘The task for 1943 is to provide a certain number of tank divisions with complete
battle efficiency capable of making limited objective attacks.’

Guderian’s opinion, that only in.1944 would the Germans be able to go on the
offensive again as the present situation showed that the divisions were much too
weak, was shared by almost the entire senior army command.Von Manstein thought
differently, believing it essential to deal the Soviet Army a series of powerful blows,
and remove the Soviet threat to the Ukraine and Crimea. For three months Hitler
deliberated, before finally deciding that he needed one more big victory in Russia,
“that will shine like a beacon around the world.” On 12 June he finally announced
that he intended to execute Operation ‘Zitadelle’ (Citadel).

The plan for ‘Zitadelle’, developed by Hitler with Kurt Zeitzler, the OKH Chief of
Staff, in March, projected converging strikes by Ninth Army (Walther Model, Army
Group Centre) and Fourth Panzer Army (Hoth, Army Group South) on the northern
and southern flanks of the Kursk salient to achieve a double envelopment. Hitler
favoured a large build up of men and material for a great attack in the future, which
Guderian bitterly contested. He insisted upon the need for immediate action, arguing
that further delay would allow the Russians time to build further strength. Zeitzler
shared von Manstein’s beliefs, and these were presented to Hitler on a number of
times after 19 March. When the attack was postponed by Hitler. Zeitzler and von

machine with its sdecar under these conditions is

evident in the exhausied appearance of
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SPEARHEAD: LEIBSTANDARTE

Manstein became increasingly sceptical,
and privately the Fiihrer himself
expressed his reservations.
They were well-founded. Prewarned
of the German intentions by intelligence
sources (the ‘Lucy’ spy ring), the Soviet
forces under Georgi Zhukov were ablé
to fortify the salient heavily, preparing
defences in depth as well as building up
massive troop concentrations in the
area. Those defences consisted of six
defensive belts, complete with some
122,000 guns, 3,306 tanks, vast
minefields and trenches, manned on the
northern half of the salient by
Konstantin Rokossovsky’s seven armies
and in the southern half by Nikolai
Vatutin’s six armies, which included a
tank army and two Guards tank armies.
The Germans planned to assault the_ *
salient with 43 divisions, of which 1
were armoured, and two tank brigades,
- grouped in the Ninth-and Fourth Panzer
= Armies.

Above; T PZRpfw 1is and 1l (seen here) vere The defenders were of a much stronger calibre than in'1941, and well equipped.
Astescent by the time of Kursk but Ledbstandarte The Germans however, were not only losing manpower, but also firepower. While a
R i [0 1941 Panzer regiment had three battalions of about 70 tanks, a 1943 Panzer

regiment had only two battalions of about 50 tanks, with a third battalion equipped
with some 30 Sturmgeschiitz I1IG vehicles. The tanks themselves were admittedly of
much better quality. The’ mainstays, the PzKpfw Il and Ill, were now being slowly
st 1963, e o barlled 5 Sk dows Teplaced by sumbers of the PzKpfw IV series and, more importantly, by PzKpfw V
an improvement on the StuG 11I's Stuk 37 and started Panther and PzKpfw VI Tiger tanks, but these were untried in battle and the latter had
units in 1942. Note the condition of the had-a’disastrous debut. The heavy company of the Leibstandarte had 12 Tigers ready

for the assault, with 72 PzKpfw IVs, 16 PzKpfw llls and lis and 31 assault guns. The
SS-Panzer Corps had a total of 425
tanks with 110 assault guns.

In June Dietrich finally handed over
command of Leibstandarte to Teddy
Wisch. Promoted to the unique rank of
SS-0bergruppenfiihrer und Panzergeneral
~der Waffen-SS, upon returning to Berlin
he set about creating | SS-Panzer Corps
from elements of Leibstandarte and 12th
SS-Panzergrenadier Division Hitler Jugend.
It was perhaps inevitable that so able a
commander, and an unshakeable
supporter of the Fiihrer, would rise
through the hierarchy, even if by this,
time he had begun publicly to express fis
doubts about the likelihood of a decisive
victory in the east. 1

Below: A StuG 40 heavy assault gun moves forward,




IN ACTION

For the attack on the Kursk salient, already badly compromised,
Leibstandarte was again part of Hausser’s Il SS-Panzer Corps,
Fourth Panzer Army, which was to drive through the Soviet defences.
on the Voronezh front before turning north-east to take
Prokharovka, where a decisive action was expected. Il SS-Panzer
Corps was assigned the left flank of the Fourth Panzer Army attack,
and Leibstandarte was to assault inifs centre. On its left was the
elite Wehrmacht Panzer division Grossdeutschland, part of XXXXVIII
Panzer Corps. Having been brought up to full strength, at the end
of June the division began the march to the SS-Corps troop staging
area north' of Tomarovka.

The attack was launched at 03:30hrs on 5 July. On the southern
spearhead the three SS divisions moved on three parallel lines of
advance. Fighting through the heavy minefields north of Byelgorod, et
Leibstandarte was by 19:30hrs on the southern outskirts of -
lakovleva, a village within the second defensive line some 14 miles
into Soviet territory, and had already suffered 97 killed and-522
wounded. In the north, Model’s Ninth Army ran into difficulties in the
thickly sown minefields that were heightened by the loss of over
three-quarters of his new Panthers through mechanical problems.

After a night marked by continuous infantry battles in pouring
rain, at dawn the next day the SS divisions assaulted bunkers and
fortified positions in the Second line of defensive works. In a day of
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heavy fighting;~ Léibstandarte armour engaged the 1st Guards
ArmouredBrigade, destroying a large part of it, and carrying the front line to
“Pokrovka, south-west of Prokharovka.

The following afternoon, having torn a large hole in the Soviet line, the push '

began to Oboyan, 37 miles south of Kursk on the River Psel. Second SS-Panzer Army
moved north-east on the Teterevil road, aiming at on the
Kursk-Byelgorod railway, where the Soviets had already begun to-concentrate their
armour reserves. However, during the characteristically rapid advance, which had
carried Il SS-Panzer Corps some 25 miles deep into Soviet lines, the three Waffen-
S5 divisions became separated, and both corps flanks were left wide open as Kempf's
armoured detachment, advancing on the right flank, and XXXXVIIl Panzer Corps, on
the left, fell behind. Totenkopf (Hermann

Above: The Battle aFKursk, 29 June—29 July 1943 The
st tank Wt of the war 1o dte, by the end o it
S P

er Coms would have is disposal only 30
Pzphiv VI Tigers, 69 PzKpfi IVs, 80 P2Kpfw 1115, four

K 11s and 64 assault guns along with & number

of command vehicles and captured T-34s,

Below: Supporte by a Tige,infantryof the Watfen-S§

MOVe 4RSS uneven ground cing against the

eneny

Priess) was moved to the flanks, and the
advance proceeded.

On 8 July the Soviet Fifth Guards Tank
Amy ‘mounted an armoured counter-
attack that aimed at cutting Il SS-Panzer

“Corps’  supply route on the
Byelgorod—Oboyan road, but was savaged
by the Luftwaffe. By the end of the day the
Corps HQ was able to report that 290
Russian tanks had been destroyed in the
three days of fighting, but the next day,
the advance of the Ninth Army ground to
a halt. 1l SS-Panzer Corps regrouped; Das
Reich was placed on the defensive, and
Leibstandarte was . ordered’ to push
onwards.




Above: The eplomd an Osthampfer—an East
Front fighfers=August 1943.

Helow: Wearing loose white covers to help him blend

into the snow-covered terrain, this Waffen-SS

Untensharfihrer posesfo the camera someshere on

the Eastern Front

SPEARHEAD: LEIBSTANDARTE

On the 10th, Totenkopf moved from the left to rejoin the Leibstandarte and
Das Reich in the van for the assault on Prokharovka. Fighting through a sea of
mud to the banks of the Psel River, to the west of the town and the last natural
obstacle before Kursk, SS formations had by late afternoon assaulted across
the river and were in position to attack the rear of the Soviet concentration. To
the south Il Panzer Corps began battling toward Prokharovka, attempting to
link up with Il SS-Panzer Corps before more Soviet reserves could be
brought up.

On the plain outside the small town scene the forces massed for the largest
tank battle yet seen, and the final decisive encounter on the Eastern Front. For the
battle the Germans fielded some 600 tanks, and the Russians about 850, and
with 11l Panzer Corps threatening from the south a pre-emptive strike was clearly
advantageous to the Soviet commander, Vatutin. On 12 July Rotmistrov's Fifth
Guards Tank Army launched a series of unco-ordinated strikes with the intention
of separating the SS divisions. In an area of only a few square miles, firing at
almost point-blank range across the dust-choked plain, the superior range of the
German tank guns counted for nothing against suicidal attacks by Soviet tank
crews. In-the heavy fighting that ensued, the heavy company (the 13th) of
Leibstandarte's Panzer Regiment 1 engaged the Russian 181st Tank Regiment,
and destroyed the whole unit without loss — but on both sides the losses were .
enormous. At the end of the day a thick pall of smoke hung over the wrecks nearly
700 tanks, nearly half of those engaged.

The Soviet attack was driven off, albeit with tremendous losses of men and
materiel, and the Germans now held the area around Prokharovka and the
railroad. Ill Panzer Korps managed to break through the Soviet line to the south
that same day, but too late to effect the Kursk battle. Nevertheless, with the
advance of the Fourth Panzer Army gathering pace, Von Manstein felt that he was
close to success, so 13 July saw no let-up in the fighting at Kursk. While
Leibstandarte rested, the Totenkopf and Das Reich divisions, attacked between
Pravorot and Prokharovka, exploiting a gap in the enemy lines.

In the north, however, the Soviets had launched a strong counter-attack
behind-the-Ninth Army north of Orel, which threatened to cut off the salient,
forcing' Model to redeploy forces and halting his advance. With the situation in the
north around Orel becoming increasingly precarious, Hitler cancelled Zitadelle’ on
13 July. There were still 80 miles, filled with defensive structures and Russian
armour, between the two arms of the pincer, and the strength of the Soviet
reserves could only be guessed at. Furthermore, on 10 July Allied troops had
landed on Sicily, and the Soviets were threatening the Donets basin. To counter
both of these threats Hitler needed troops. Although-operations continued in von
Manstein’s sector, and Il SS-Panzer Corps managed to link up with Il Panzer
Corps and destroy several Soviet units,"heavy rainfall brought the advance, and
German hopes of victory, to a halt'on the night of 15 July.

At Kursk Leibstandarte paid heavily — 2,753 casualties, including 474 dead,
and 19 tanks knocked out, or over 30 percent of its armoured strength. In total
Hausser lost 420 of his tanks, while for the campaign Army Group South alone
had expended 20,700 men killed and wounded. Soviet losses included 2,100
tanks, and the number of killed and wounded can only be guessed at. But having
taken the initiative, the Soviets ensured there was no let up. In the immediate
wake of the battles around Kursk, the Soviet commanders launched fierce
counter-attacks against the Bryansk-Orel railway line that forced Model to
withdraw from the Orel salient by 26 July.
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In Italy a fresh emergency soon arose. In the wake of the Allied landings, the
fascist Grand Council led by Marshal Badoglio had begun secret negotiations with
the Allies, and on 25 July it deposed Mussolini. Hitler was determined not to allow
the Allies bases from which to attack the Romanian oilfields and expose his southern
flank, and had already issued a contingency plan-on 22 May, code-named Operation
‘Alarich’, that provided for. the occupation of northern Italy and evacuation of the
southern peninsula in the event of Ttalian capitulation to the Allies. In fact the
negotiations between Italy and the Allies were protracted, allowing Hitler time to
complete his occupation of Italy in September. On 3 August, as part of Alarich and
against the bitter opposition of the front commanders, Leibstandarte was sent to
Iialy. Before entraining, it was stripped of all its remaining tanks, which passed over
to Das Reich and Totenkopf, which now comprised the Ill SS-Panzer Corps.
Leibstandarte then moved into Italy from Austria via the Brenner Pass, and occupied
Bolzano. August passed on occupation duty in Milan, where the division was
assigned new armoured vehicles, and helped to disarm surrendering Italian troops
in the Po Valley.

In early August a strong Russian attack was launched by General Rodion
Malinovsky’s forces at the sector from which the Fourth-Panzer Army had launched
the attack against the Kursk salient. Malinovsky’s attack tore a 35-mile wide gap in
the German line. Through this breach the Russians poured, taking Byelgorod on
5 August and heading south-west toward the Dnieper River. As the fighting retreat
continued along the Central Front towards Bryansk, Smolensk and Roslavl, Hitler
finally accepted that retreat on the Eastern Front was inevitable and ordered work
1o begin on the'defensive line (the ‘Eastern Wall’) previously suggested to him. This
which was to'run from Melitopol in the south to the shores of the Gulf of Finland at
Narva — and it was to prove as unsuccessful as the Western Wall.

In the last two weeks of August the Soviet offensive was expanded to the north
and south, where Fedor Tolbukhin’s Southern Front drove in across the Donets south
of lzyum and on the Mius River east of Snigrevka to threaten an envelopment of
Army Group South. To the north, e
Kharkov was abandoned on 22 August /7
and in the following week Army Group
Centre’s front was penetrated in three | o .,
places. At the end of the month, the
German Sixth Army withdrew from the
Mius to the Kalmius, and three days
later Army Group A began evacuating
from the Taman peninsula.

Through the autumn the Soviet drive
continued west, and on 15 September,
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Above: Wallen5§ Grenadiers riding on the back of a
Panzer 1Y it from the dangers of the enemy and
feattir, troops travelling on
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SPEARHEAD: LEIBSTANDARTE

Leibstandarte, ~stationed in
northern Italy as part of Il SS-Panzer
Corps, was enjoying a welcome
: respite in the Italian sun. The sojourn
i was not without incident. Shortly

after the surrender of the Italiar
government on 8 September, a
detachment of the regiment was
involved in Operation ‘Eiche’ (Oak),
the daring mountaintop rescue of
Mussolini from captivity at the Campo
~ Imperatore hotel on the Gran Sasso
d'ltalia high in the Abruzzi Apennine
mountains.

On 19 September, reacting to a
report that renegade Italian troops
had captured two SS officers and were
planning to attack the division, SS-
Standartenfiihrer Jochen  Peiper
shelled the town of Boves, killing 34
Italian ~civilians. Postwar, . Italian
authorities accused Peiper- of war
crimes for the attack, but the charges
were dropped for lack of evidence. Further allegations were-made that divisional
troops helped round up Jews around Lake Maggiore for transfer to concentration
camps: again these are as yet unconfirmed.

DEFENCE ON THE DNIEPER

The Dnieper River offers the strongest natural defensive line in western European
Russia, but the losses incurred in battles to the east of the river denied Hitler the
resources adequately to man and fortify the line and, coupled with the fact that the
Red Army had established five bridgeheads over the river, the position the German
armies held was at best tenuous. The stark reality of the situation was that in just
two and a half months Army Group Centre and South had been forced back for an
average of 150 miles on a front 650 miles long, and in so doing, had lost the most
valuable territory taken during the advances of 1941-42, As for the East Wall,
nothing had been done. Much of the proposed line had'yet to be even surveyed.

After a brief interlude in the first week of ‘October, as the Russians paused to
regroup and bring up new forces, 45 divisions of the 4th Ukrainian Front attacked
the Sixth Army positions between Melitopol and the Dnieper, and in three weeks it
was driven back onto the lower Dnieper, trapping the Seventeenth Army in the
Crimea. On 15 October a fresh onslaught began, this time at the First and Eighth
Panzer Armies south of Kremenchung. Here the Soyiets threw the full weight of the
2nd and 3rd Ukrainian Fronts, opening a 200-mile wide bridgehead between
Cherkassy and Zaporozhe, while to the south the 3rd Ukrainian Front threatened
important iron and manganese mining areas near Krivoi Rog and Nikopol. Then,
south of the bridgehead at the confluence of the Pripyat and Dnieper, the Soviets
broke out of two smaller bridgeheads and on 6 November, Kiev was retaken) by the
1st Ukrainian Front, creating a large salient in the front.

b2



IN ACTION

In November Leibstandarte was ordered back to the Eastern FrontIt travelled
via Lvov to Ternopol as part of XXXXVIIl Corps of the Fourth Panzer Army, and was
rushed east into positions on the southern flank of the Kiev salient for a counter-
attack that aimed at Zhitomir, and the Soviet bridgehead on the Dnieper.The attack
Was launched on 19 November and initially it-achieved some success. Zhitomir was
faken, and although it would soon have-to be relinquished, Soviet supply routes
between the city and Kiev were/ cut. Next Leibstandarte moved on Brusilov, where
it met a strong concentration of V and VIl Guards Armoured Corps, and | Guard
Cavalry Corps. With the st Panzer and 9th Panzer Divisions attacking the northern
and southern flanks, and Leibstandarte from the west, on 24 November the
concentration was encircled and destroyed. But despite inflicting substantial losses
on the enemy, the Germans were unable, for lack of manpower, to hold the positions
ey captured and carry the advance further. On 16 December, amid biting cold and
blinding snowstorms the division advanced east with the 1st and 7th Panzer
Divisions from Korosten, aiming at encircling the Soviet armies around Meleni. This
was achieved, but with so few troops that the positions could not be held and soon
attack turned to retreat.

As the year drew to a close, the Fourth Panzer Army was pushed back west and
south of the city by a fresh offensive launched on Christmas Eve by the combined
forces of four Russian armies plus two independent corps of the st Ukrainian Front
against the southern rim of Kiev. The next day it developed a second thrust west,
which threatened to destroy the entire left flank of Army Group South, and
succeeded in recapturing Zhitomir and the road linking it to Kiev. While recognising
that this thrust-ould be employed to drive the two army groups back against the
Black Sea-and the Carpathian Mountains, Hitler saw that the southern attack posed

‘{fie-danger of an envelopment of Army Groups South and A between the Dnieper
and Diester Rivers, and considered it the greater danger. Fourth Panzer Army was
ordered to bring it to a halt.

Although December had brought some respite, enabling the German forces to
regain some of their balance, the best solution to the German predicament at this
stage would have been to order Army Group South to withdraw to the next major
line of defence, the Bug River. This Hitler would not consider, and instead the armies
were told to hold their positions for the winter, -and informed that they would have
to do so without extra resources that were needed for defence against the expected
invasion of north-west Europe.|And so, now in the third winter of the Russian
campaign, the men of Leibstandarte could again reflect on a year in which they had
time and again been used to reinforce weak points in the German lines and incurred
huge losses, many of them from the experienced core of veterans.

As'the war in the east entered its fourth year, Zhukov's 1st Ukrainian Front
foved across the Dnieper against Kirovgrad, taking advantage of the now severely
weakened Army Group South right flank. Two days later Kirovgrad was in Russian
hands, despite spirited defence by 11 German divisions. Fighting a continuing
series of defensive engagements in the area around Zhitomir, Korosten and
Beredichev, Leibstandarte at Beredichev temporarily checked the Soviet advance.
By mid-January the Soviet First Tank Army, spearheading the 1st Ukrainian Front’s
southern advance, had gained 65 miles and was approaching Uman. In knee-deep
mud, sleet and blizzards, Army Group South-fought desperately to prevent its front
from collapsing. s

A new attack, begun on 25 January by Koniev's 2nd Ukrainian Front, in four days
linked up with Vatunin’s ‘1st'Ukrainian Front and encircled six German divisions
totalling 100,000 men at Korsun-Shevchenkovsky, north-west of Cherkassy. Hitler
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refused to countenance any breakout attempt, insisting that von Manstein instead
link up with the trapped forces and thus re-establish the Dnieper line.

For the rescue attempt von Manstein concentrated most of his tank strength in
XXXXVI and Il Panzer Corps, and attached Leibstandarte to the latter. On
1T February the breakout began, with Leibstandarte attacking on the northern flank
with the 1st, 17th and 16th Panzer Divisions assaulting to the south. Conditions,
could not have been worse with thick fog and heavily bogged roads rendering rapid
movement virtually impossible. Zhukov threw in the Fifth Guards Tank Army to
counter the German thrust and halted the northern flank when it was barely eight
miles from the trapped pocket. Realising that the link-up he envisaged had failed,
Hitler consented to a break-out attempt on 16 February, and that night a slow-
moving column formed. Leaving the wounded and most of their equipment behind,
35,000 men began moving toward il Panzer Corps positions south-west of

Men of the ‘Leibs e, covering the retreat, exhibited
considerable bravery. In-one documented incident two NCOs of the 6th Company,
2nd Panzergrenadiet Regiment, held off two companies of Soviet troops before they
could be relieved. In all 32,000 troops escaped from the pocket, about half of the
number that had been trapped. Had it been totally surrounded Army Group South
would almost certainly have been destroyed.

At the end of the month Army Groups South and A held a weak but almost
continuous line about halfway between the Dnieper and the Bug. lts actions-at
Cherkassy and in holding this line left Leibstandarte badly mauled. Pulled back into
Above: On the Eastem Frint March 1944, A messenger — the line north-east of Uman to face the advance of the 1st.Ukrainian Front, by
checks his horses boofes prior to mounting, For all the 28 February, it had only three tanks and four assault guns operational.
attempts ib-yGiorise the anmy, Germeany forces used These straits afflicted all of von Manstein’s divisions.'In a pitifully weakened state
o iorses i Word War 1 than World War . they faced a mighty assault by the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Ukrainian Fronts between the
Pripet Marshes and the Carpathian mountains early in March, and in the north were
driven behind the 1939 Polish border nearly to Kovel. In the centre the attack fell on
Eighth Army east of Uman and in the south drove through the centre of the Sixth Army
below Krivoi Rog. Manstein was obliged to make a gradual withdrawal to the Dniester
Divisions formed in 1945 — the Panzer Division River on the border with Romania, but Hitler’s insistence on holding the mines near
Nederland and the Grenadier Division Landstorm Nikopol and Krivoi Rog meant that by the end of the month the Sixth Army had nearly
Nederiand been encircled. On the left flank, the Soviet advance in the vicinity of Shepetovka

opened a gaping hole in the German line.

JRoe Leibstandarte, fighting as part of XXIV
Corps, was unable to stem the onslaught,
and by 15 March, the division had been
all but annihilated — less than 1,250
men remained. In the last week of the
month; together with the whole of the
First Panzer Army, it was encircled at
Kamenets-Podolski. Precious fuel and
supplies were airlifted in to the pocket,

and on 27 March, as the 4th Panzer
Division (with 9th SS-Panzer Division
Hohenstaufen and 10th SS-Panzer
Division  Frundsberg) launched a
diversionary attack, the remnants of
Leibstandarte fought out of the pocket to

the west. By mid-April it was,safely back

in German lines.

Below: Dutch S5 Volunteers manning a 20mm flak
un in the ground role,July 1944, By the pile of
expended ammunition a right they have seen heay
acton. Dutchimen would male up two SS-Freivillgen




IN ACTION

THE WESTERN FRONT

Un 18 April the division, although what remained scarcely warranted the name,
entrained for north-western France for rest and refitting, to counter the expected
summer invasion of north-west Europe. From-25 April it was headquartered at
Turnhout, Belgium, as one of the elements of Dietrich’s newly created | SS-Panzer
Corps which was given the title Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler, with units at Hasselt and
Herentals. Here over. 2,000"troops were transferred into the division from the
12th S Division, and on 3 May Hitler decreed new equipment for the division, much
of it to come straight from the factory. With these and other replacements, by June
1944 Leibstandarte had been rebuilt to a strength of 20,000. However, it is worth
noting that it was still some 208 officers and 2,234 NCOs and men below its
notional i and that the reil were mostly raw recruits. In
material strength, the division had 42-45 self-propelled guns, 48-50 PzKpfw IVs,
38 PzKpfwV Panthers, and 29 PzKpfw VI Tigers.

In early June, with German forces all along the Western Wall poised for the Allied
invasion, which was expected to fall on the Pas de Calais; Leibstandarte was at
Enghen, Belgium, on the reserve strength of OKH. For the invasion the Allies, under
the command of General Eisenhower, had two army groups under Montgomery, plus
an invasion fleet of 5,000 ships and most importantly a huge air armada that
included 13,000 American aircraft alone. For the most part, with the exception of
those who had fought in the desert and in Italy, the Allied soldiers were without
experience, poorly trained and less politically motivated than their adversaries,
particularly the’SS infantrymen. The Allied soldier was also dependent on equipment
untested n battle, tactics that were hopelessly outdated and had achieved nothing
iké'the German level of co-ordination with armoured forces that were equipped with
fanks greatly inferior to the Germans. It is hard to remember that the success of
‘Overlord’ was by no means a foregone conclusion. Crucial to the success were the
claborate deception operations (such as Operation ‘Bodyguard') that preceded it,
under which a fictitious army, the American First Army, was assembled in south-east
England to reinforce the view held by von Rundstedt, C-in-C West, that the invasion
would come in the Pas de Calais region. Thus on 6/June, when the Allies launched
the second front in Normandy, Hitler still firmly believed that Normandy was merely
a decoy operation to hide a larger invasion to come, and denied Rundstedt
reinforcements for a counter-attack, instead relying on the two Panzer divisions in
the area to face the weight of the combined air, sea and land offensive.

Severe moving sanctions were imposed on Leibstandarte and the 19 other
divisions of the Fifteenth Army held in the Pas de Calais. Leibstandarte, as part of the
strategic reserve, could not be called into action without the express permission of the
Fiihrer himself. The situation was further complicated by a muddled chain of command
and communications, which meant that Leibstandarte was separated from the other
elements of Dietrich’s | SS-Panzer Corps — namely 12th SS-Panzer Division Hitler
Jugend, 21st Panzer Division and Panzer Lehr. These had been transferred to the
Normandy area prior to the invasion and, as the only three German divisions in the
area, bore the full brunt of the initial assault. While Leibstandarte hurried to make
ready its combat and supply vehicles for the move south, the Hitler Jugend became
heavily involved in the fighting for Caen, 10 miiles south-west of the mouth of the River
Orne. The town and its surrounding heights were the primary target of the Anglo-
Canadian forces at the eastern end of the invasion front over the first two weeks, but
all attempts to capture thé town were repulsed by stern defence, and the Allies suffered
costly losses before they were be able to break out towards open terrain.
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ORGANISATION OF 1st SS-PANZER DIVISION LEIBSTANDARTE-SS ADOLF HITLER IN JUNE 1944

Divisional Staff; Map section; Band
1

T
Sls-Panmgmudler Regiment
Regt HQ—HQ Company
3 x Batalions
) Battalion HQ
L5 x infantry Companies
16th Company (Flak)
17th Company (Inf Gun)
18th Company (Panzerjager)
1—19th Company (Recce)
L—20th Company (Pionier)
SS-Panzer Regiment 1
RHQ
2 x Battalions ea 5 x Companies
1 x Hy Company
1 x Pionier Company
SS-Panzer Artillery Regiment ——
RHQ and HQ Company
L4 x Abteilungen ea x 3 Batteries

§S-Panzer Recce Battalion 1

|
HQ and HQ Company

ss Regiment 2 ss Battalion
R\ i Staff
egt HQ—HQ Company 3 x Companies
3 x Battalions |—SS Panzerjiger Battalion
Battalion HQ Staff
5 x Infantry Companies 3 x Companies
16th Company (Flak) | s5-Panzer Signals Battalion

17th Company (Inf Gun) =
18th Company (Panzerjager)
19th Company (Recce)

20t Company (Pionier)

Staff
2 x Panzer Telephone Company
1 X Lt Pz Signals Column

{—SS-Panzer Pionier Battalion
t————SS-Flak Battalion 1 Staff
Staff, 5 x Coys, 1 x 2cm Flak Platoon 4 x Companies
Services Battalion {— Medical Battalion
Rations Office Staft
Bakery Company i
Buichery,Company 2 x (mot) Med Companies
Rations Column |—Field Hospital
Staff

[———— Supply Services
Staff Division Service Officer
10 x Motor Vehicle Columns

3 x Ambulance Platoon

L6 x Companies

4 x Large Motor Vehicle Columns {—Field Post Office
5 x Motor Vehice Columns or fuel | ar Reporting Company
L Services Battalion L-MP Troop
1
STAFF
ts X Workshop Companies

1 x Supply Company

Note: On 24 September 1943, all
Panzer divisions of the Heer (with
the exception of 21st Panzer
Division and Panzer Division
‘Norwagen) were reorganised as
Type 43 Panzer Divisions.
Subsequently, the Waffen-5S
expanded to 17 divisions, seven
corps, plus miscellaneous guard,
support and special forces troops,
and on 22 October, the division was
renamed 1st SS-Panzer Division
Leibstandarte-SS Adolf Hitler. A
Sturmgeschiltz battalion and a
‘medical company were transferred->
to 12th S Panzer Division Hitler
Jugend 35

On 9 June, acting on intelligence based on a intercept of Allied radio traffic
suggesting an imminent attack in the Pas de Calais, Leibstandarte was ordered to
an assembly area of east of Bruges to meet the assault. But this too was, in fact,
part of the deception plans. Finally, six days after the invasion Hitler ordered
Leibstandarte to make all haste in its preparations and join Hitler Jugend near Caen
under the command of | SS-Panzer Corps.

Despite some significant successes, including the heavy defeat of the
7th Armoured Division at Villers-Bocage on the 13th at the hands of former
Leibstandarte officer Michael Wittmann, now commander of the 2nd Company of
the 101st Heavy Panzer Battalion of | SS-Panzer Corps, by the 21st the Allies had
a-secure bridgehead on the Normandy beaches, and vast quantities of men and
materiel were flooding ashore. With the understrength German divisions in
Normandy committed at Caen, the Americans were able to break out of their
bridgehead on the 18th and take Cherbourg on 27 June. German troop and materiel
movement across northern France was seriously hampered by the effective
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disruption of the transport network by Allied bombing, and Leibstandarte’s
P2Kpfw V' Panther tanks could not be transported across France, to be unloaded at
Rouen, until the last week of the month. Divisional HQ was established 15 miles
south of Caen. Finally on 28 June the 1st Panzergrenadier Regiment arrived Caen,
and on the next day Leibstandarte units reached the invasion front. But it was be
another week before the division was up- to full strength, robbing Dietrich of the

apportunity to use Leil for a combined counter-attack with Hitler Jugend &

1o push the Allies back onto’the beaches. In the interim, Hitler Jugend suffered
grievously in the face of a concerted attempt to take high ground to the west of Caen
by the infantry.and armour of British VIl Corps (Operation ‘Epsom’), launched on
25 June and preceded by a massive bombardment from sea and air. Gradually the
division was driven back and relinquished part of the city to the British, albeit at a
eavy cost to the attackers.

0On 6 July the Allies launched Operation ‘Charnwood’ to secure the
city. Leibstandarte, along with other German units, was rushed to the British sector
and until 9th was fully engaged in repulsing the attack, which cost the fife of former
Leibstandarte regimental commander and current Hitler Jugend commander Fritz
Witt, killed in his HQ by naval gunfire.

Although he had been held again at Caen, this concentration of German forces
in the Caen sector was much as Montgomery planned (according to his own
account), as it allowed American preparations for a major breakout in the western
sector to go unmolested. In‘their sector, the only Waffen-SS divisions available were
2nd SS-Panzer Division Das Reich and 17th SS-Panzergrenadier Division Gotz von
Berlichingen, which were without any of their heavy armour.

On 11 July, Leibstandarte took over the Caen sector from the seriously depleted
fifler Jugend. Here, over the coming week, it played its most crucial role in the
‘Normandy battles. Beginning on 18 July, three British armoured divisions attempted
to break through the gap between Caen and the eastern heights, across a small
bridgehead over the Orne River and through the four lines of man-made and natural
defences, then across the hills at Bourguebus and to the open ground beyond. The
operation was preceded by a three-hour bombardment: by-some 2,500 Allied
aircraft, followed immediately by the armoured assault. ‘Goodwood’ began well for
the British, who seized all their primary, objectives, but then Leibstandarte was
rushed in from Falaise, south of Caen. Arriving late in the afternoon, Leibstandarte
launched a counter-attack along with the 21st Panzer Division and the British attack
was halted on the left flank. The next morning fighting was sporadic, and it appeared
that ‘Goodwood’ had petered out, but in the early afternoon, having brought up
reinforcements, the British attacked again. The armoured spearhead quickly overran
the forward German units and pressed on, but as the leading tanks approached the
hill-at Bourguebus at 16:00hrs, they came under accurate and concerted fire by the

itself. Heavy casualties were inflicted on the British 7th and 11th Armoured
Divisions.

Inevitably, the weakened German defences began to lose the battle of attrition.
Few reinforcements arrived, and free-roaming Allied aircraft destroyed supplies from
the air before they could reach the lines and made movement by day in

the maze of narrow lanes impossible. By the 21st, despite failing to break out of ¢

the Orne bridgehead, the Allies had expanded the bridgehead by some five miles
and finally taken Caen from its defenders. Leibstandarte held firm defensive
positions on the Caen—Falaise highway until the end of the month, against repeated
Allied attacks. On the 28th, the number of killed, wounded, missing or captive
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SUBSIDIARY UNITS OF

1st SS-PANZER CORPS
LEIBSTANDARTE ADOLF HITLER
IN NORMANDY, 1944

Corps HQ | SS-Panzer Corps/101 = -

Aircraft Staffel (Fllght) B

SS-Corps Map Unit -

SS-Rocket Launcher Banery (mot)
101/501

55-Corps Signals Battalion 101/501

SS-Hy Observation Battery 101/501

SS-Military Geology Battalion 101

SS-Corps Supply Troops 101

SS-Lorry Company 101

SS-Corps Hospital Abteilung101

SS-Artillery Command |

SS-Artillery Battalion 101/501

SS-Flak Battalion 101

SS-Flak Company

SS-Ambulance Platoon 501

SS-Field Post Office (mot) 101

SS-War Reporllng Company (mot)

$S-MP Compary 101 (mot)

/S—qusfslchaungs-l(ompame 101

| $5-Field Replacement Brigade

SS-Field Hospital 501

Attached units

1st SS-Panzer Division
Leibstandarte-SS Adolf Hitler

12th SS-Panzer Division Hitler

Jugend
Panzer Lehr Division (for the
Normandy Campaign, 1944). -
Heavy SS-Panzer Abteilung 101
(501) (for the Normandy
Campaign, 1944)
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was 1,500 and Panzer strength stood at 33 PzKpfwV Panthers, 30 PzKpfw IVs and
22 Sturmgeschiitz llls.

In the last week of July, the US forces launched Operation ‘Cobra’ from the
vicinity of St L6, a concerted attempt to break-out of the ‘bocage’ terrain that had
stymied their advance, carrying Omar Bradley’s First Army to Avranches at the base
of the Cotentin Peninsula. At the beginning of August, Hitler ordered a German
counter-attack, aimed at splitting the First Army, now commanded by Courtney
Hodges, and Patton’s Third. New reinforcements brought Leibstandarte strength up
to 20,395. The plan called for two co-ordinated thrusts, one of which headed west
towards Avranches, and the other in an encircling movement towards St Lo.
Launched on the 6th, initially gains of a few miles were made, but it was soon halted
by a murderous barrage of rocket fire by Allied fighter-bombers. On 7 August, under
a blanket of protective cloud, Leibstandarte, together with four other SS-Panzer
divisions and three Wehrmacht Panzer divisions, renewed the attack. Das Reich
managed to recapture Mortain, and a Leibstandarte armoured battle group under
Jochen Peiper advanced as far as Bourlopin, but was again stopped by massive
concentrations of Allied aircraft. Another attempt was mounted the next day, but it
too failed: The Canadian First Army then launched a powerful thrust south-west to
Falaise, and an encirclement of the German forces threatened. Three days after it
began the Avranches attack petered out, and Leibstandarte was pulled back into.
defensive positions at St Barthelemy.

On 13 August, Leibstandarte arrived at Argentan on the Orne, south-east of
Falaise. The following day, with the noose tightening around Seventh Army in the
‘Falaise Pocket’, Dietrich again requested permission to pull back, but was refused.
Encircled by the Allied forces, and under a hail of aircraft and artillery fire, Hausser,
commander of Fifth Army, was told by von Kluge (who had succeeded von Rundstedt
as Commander-in-Chief West) to withdraw Il SS-Panzer Corps (Hohenstaufen and
Frundsberg), his motors and his administrative personnel, and between 21 and 24
August Leibstandarte crossed the Seine near Elbeuf and was withdrawn to positions
behind the river. Although 35,000 escaped from Falaise, some 50,000 other
German troops'and much of the equipment were captured.

Having jumped the Seine and captured Paris on 25 August, the Allies began the
pusuit of the disorganised German forces across northern France and into Belgium.
Already, on the 15th, supplementary landings had been made in the south of France
between Cannes and Toulon (Operation ‘Dragoon’) in support of the Normandy
invasion rendering the German position in France increasingly precarious. Pulled
back through Marle and Montcornet, by the end of the month Leibstandarte
reputedly had no tanks or artillery pieces and had suffered an estimated 6,000
casualties. There was no let up in the fighting. On 3-September there were minor
defensive skirmishes with British troops in- Philippeville, Fleurus and in Mons,
Belgium, where the division was again threatened with encirclement, this time by
the US First Army. Another 25,000 German troops fell captive, but Leibstandarte
slipped through the net at Jodoigne, Tirlemont, Hasselt and Diest, and into the
Bree—Neerpelt-Lommel Mol area. On 4 September, with the US Army preparing to
cross the Meuse, Leibstandarte received orders to withdraw to the area around
Bitburg, Germany, and into the defences of the Western Wall.

Despite three months of successful advances the Allies had yet to capture any of
the Channel ports, and their overstretched supply lines ran all the way back to the
Normandy coast. Thus at the beginning of September there was a notable loss of
momentum, which allowed the Germans time to reorganise. Through the month,
poorly conceived operations against Antwerp and three important Dutch river
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positions at Arnhem (Operation ‘Market Garden’) were successfully beaten” off, as
Montgomery and Patton engaged in a race to the Rhine that further stretched the
supply lines.Von Rundstedt, who had been reappointed as C-in-C West by Hitler in an
attempt to bolster morale, now marshalled the 63 depleted divisions along the
Western Wall running along the line of the German/Dutch frontier for the defence of
the homeland. Although this not was considered practicable by the field commanders,
the alternative, a retreat to the Rhine, was not even considered by Hitler.

THE ARDENNES— OPERATION ‘HERBSTNEBEL

In fact, with the Allies halted in the north by Il SS-Panzer Corps and in the south by
adetermined defence from 11th Panzer Division and several Volksgrenadier divisions,
and the knowledge that the Allied supply lines had been overstretched, Hitler was
already confidently preparing a counter-offensive at the southern flank of the US Third
Army — the offensive was called Operation ‘Herbstnebef or ‘Autumn Mist’-

His ambitious plan, essentially a repeat of the 1940 offensive; centred on a rapid
drive to Antwerp to split the British and American forces and stabilise his western
front. Both von Rundstedt and Model voiced their reservations, but they were
ignored. Thus through the late autumn and into December 25 German divisions, 11
of them armoured, secretly made ready for the offensive. For the attack they were
arranged into three armies, under Dietrich, Manteuffel and Brandenberger.
Dietrich’s Sixth Panzer Army, commanding | (Herman Priess) and Il (Willi Bittrich)
SS-Panzer Corps, was by far the most powerful, and as the first wave tasked with
the main effort-of -breaking through the US XVIII Corps’ (Matthew Ridgway) lines in
the Ardennes, seizing the high ground of Elsenborn Ridge and control of the roads
inthe north, and then moving to capture the vital bridges across the Meuse between

Below: Reinforcements being rusfed Torwand to the
Nomandy front. The
Pzkpfiv 1V reflects the problems caused by Alled air
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ORGANISATION OF 1st
SS-PANZER DIVISION
LEIBSTANDARTE-SS ADOLF
HITLER IN AUTUMN 1944

SS-Kampfgruppe Hansen 55°

1 x SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment

1 x SS-Panzerjager Abteilung
(21 x Jagdpanzer IV, 11 x 75mm
PaK)

1 x Artillery Abteilung (towed
105mm guns, 24 x Nebelwerfers)

SS-Kampfgruppe Sandig

1 x SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment
1 x Flak Abteilung

1 x Nebelwerfer Abteilung

1 x Pionier Abteilung

SS-Kampfgruppe Knittel

1 x SS-Recce Battalion

1 x Battery towed 105mm guns
1 x SS- Panzer Pionier Company

| SS-Kampfgruppe Peiper

1 x SS-Panzer Regiment (72 x
PzKpfwV Panthers and PzKpfw
IVHs)

1 x Heavy SS-Panzer Abteilung

(No 501 with 45 x Konigstiger)

1 x Flak Abteilung (No 84)

1 x SS-Panzergrenadier Battalion

1 x SS-Panzer Artillery Battalion

1 x Sturmgeschiitz Company )

2 x SS-Panzer Pionier Companies.

1 x SS-Panzer Signals Company
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Liege and Huy. A second wave with Kurt Student’s Fifteenth Army was then to
advance on Antwerp, trapping four Allied armies in the north. Manteuffel’s Fifth
Panzer Army on the south-western flank aimed at Brussels, and Brandenberger’s
Seventh Army was to hold the southern flank. The start date was set at
16 December.

During late October and early November Leibstandarte, as part of LXVI Corps,
Seventh Army, refitted at Osnabriick. New equipment was found, although munitions
and fuel were becoming increasingly scarce, and 3,500 replacements, many of them
with only a minimum of training, were drafted in. Between 9 and 18 November,
assigned to Sixth SS-Panzer Army, the division assisted in rescue efforts to save
German civilians at Koln (Cologne), after the devastating Allied bombing on the city.
By December 1944, division strength was at 22,000 (estimated), 84 tanks, and 20
self-propelled guns Finally on 14 December the heavy veil of secrecy that had
masked /preparations for the winter offensive in the Ardennes lifted. | SS-Panzer
Corps-was placed at the spearhead between Hollerath and Krewinkel, with Hitler
Jugend on the right and Leibstandarte on the left. Leibstandarte, now in the
command of Wilhelm Mohnke, was instructed to divide into four Kampfgruppen
under Hansen, Sandig, Knittel and Peiper.

The attack began at first light on 16 December with a concerted artillery
barrage on the American lines, thinly held by six divisions of resting and newly
arrived troops. At spearhead of the | SS—Panzer Corps, Kampfgruppe Peiper — the
most powerful Kampfgruppe — began moving through the heavy snow with
Kampfgruppe Sandig following closely behind. Passing through the heavily wooded
and congested Losheim Gap into| Belgium, where 12th Volksgrenadier Division had
swept aside weak defence, progress was at first slow, but by early evening the
vanguard of Leibstandarte was past Losheim and moving west through more open
terrain toward Lanzerath. Here it met with 9th Fallschirmjéger Regiment and struck
out towards Buchholz railway station on the Buchholz—Honsfeld road. By first light
on the 17th Leibstandarte was in Honsfeld, which it took with comparative ease.

But hour by hour, Pieper’s limited fuel reserves were rapidly diminishing
Disregarding specific orders to avoid the area, he turned north toward the Americair
fuel depot at Biillingen, bypassed Heppenbach and captured the depot, and 50,000
gallons of precious fuel with comparative ease. Pressured by accurate artillery fire
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fis Kampfgruppe moved out in two columns on the Biillingen-St Vith road shortly
before midday, then toward Ligneuville on the route to Stavelot, taking Schoppen,
Ondenval and Thirimont. South east of Malmédy Leibstandarte ran into Battery B of
the US 285th Artillery Observation Battalion, who were quickly captured and herded
into a field adjacent to a crossroads near Baugnez. According to the reports of
survivors, at least 86 of them were subsequently executed when a passing SS soldier
began firing into the group. Wheni details of the massacre became public a few days
[ater, Dietrich’s headquarters‘ordered an investigation, but that met with denial. The
incident is, perhaps, the most notorious of the atrocities for which Leibstandarte
soldiers stood trial.

At Ligneuville, Peiper was delayed by a few American tanks but soon took the
town. Continuing on towards Trois Ponts and Beaumont, at Stavelot the lead units

met with fierce defence and were forced to wait for daybreak to carry on the:

advance. By 10:00hrs, after a heavy German artillery barrage, the Stavelot bridge
was firmly in German hands. Peiper immediately headed for the three crossings —
two over the Salm and one over the Ambléeve — in the Trois Pvnrgama/fvom where
he intended to move on Werbomont. On 18 December Peiper’s lead elements
reached Stavelot and Trois Ponts on the north side of the Ambléve. Moments before
his arrival, the 291st Engineers had blown three bridges — one over the Ambléve
atTrois Ponts and two on the Salm River, south of Trois Ponts.

Peiper was now forced to turn north to La Gleize, rather than follow his planned
crossing of the Amblevg for the most direct route to the objective. To complicate
matters further, the r fiver on his left and the high wooded hills on the right limited
his route Matfvance to the vulnerable valley road. In the late afternoon the fog that
had hampered air operations cleared, and the battle group came under attack by
(gh(el bombers. These succeeded only in delaying the column, but on the night of
18/19 December Kampfgruppe Peiper was in woodland surrounding Stoumont, and
appeared poised to break out of the valley and into the open country to the north.

Opposite: Troops ofthe Waffe-55 esting n the
bocage of Normandy

Below: Kamparuppe Peiper’ progress during the
ary

Ardennes campaign 16 December 1944-20 Ja

1945, Initially good progress was halted by e

American defence, although Peipe did sioe e much
150 Had the opportunity
i there 0 encirck the
dissiohs o the Elsenbor ridge. While this
would prebibly have b
the campaign, it ould

no impact on the coure of
nly hase had an

immediate tactical ffect

L ;\(‘ ) Lagiezg \2

Grdne Hallewx

KILOMETRES -~/

Stavglot
N
. Locomez
3 .
o Montagnes Villers ™, Froidville
2  Ligneuville
4 Wanneranval
= .
o Alsomont® Henumont e
Basse Bodeux i 3
o Recht

.
Malmédy

Baugnez,




SPEARHEAD: LEIBSTANDARTE

It was, however, isolated at the head of a long salient and suffering
another fuel crisis. Furthermore, Dietrich had still failed to capture the
Elsenborn Ridge on the right flank and Allied HQ had woken up to full extent
of the attack, which initially had been interpreted as a local attack on

““Monschau. As reinforcements were rushed into the line, opposition began to
stiffen considerably.

Peiper moved on Stoumont on the morning of the 19th, where a desperale
battle ensued with units of the 30th Infantry Division before the town was
finally taken. Dangerously low fuel supplies now forced him to-halt, unaware
of the vast fuel depot located in the area. But as he waited at Stoumont for
fuel and reinforcements to cross the Stoumont bridge and continue the drive,
Stavelot was attacked by US troops, and by the evening the northern approach
to the bridge had been deshoyeg, le noose was tightening on Peiper.
Although he had found an intact bridge over the Ambléve at Cheneux, his
advance in that sector,w was halted by the 82nd Airborne Division, which had
built a front on'the south side of the Ambléve extending east to the Salm.

Now |;ayped Peiper sought and was refused permission to withdraw back
to the Leibstandarte lines. A battalion of the 2nd SS-Panzergrenadier
Regiment managed to reach him with vital fuel on foot via a footbridge across
the Ambléeve east of Trois Ponts at Petit Spa, and on the afternoon of,/ b
22 December they attacked the US aid station at Petit Coo. Fierce llghung
raged on into the night, but efforts to reinforce Peiper from the east'and to
retake Stavelot by other elements of the Leibstandarte on‘thie 19th were
beaten off and an attempt in mid-afternoon by the “combined forces of
Kampfgruppe Sandig’s two battalions and Peiper's two Kdnigstiger battalions,
with a co-ordinated attack westward by Gustav Knittel’s command, also failed
under accurate and heavy artillery fire.

Abandoning its plans for attack, on 21 December Kampfgruppe Peiper

withdrew to La Gleize, a small hamlet containing nothing more then a circle of
white houses with a ehurch and a schoolhouse, near to the vital Cheneux bridge.
In the schoolhouse basement Peiper established his HQ, and was soon under fire
from I)sjleavy artillery located at Stoumont. In the streets savage battles finally
forced-the Germans back, and on 23 December Peiper was given permission to
try to break out to the east, with the other elements of the Leibstandarte tasked
with providing cover. Kampfgruppe Hansen reached Petit Spa and there tried to
cross the Ambleve river, but the bridge was blocked by a stricken tank and a push
north was met by firmly entrenched American armour and mhn(ry armed with
anti-tank weapons.

Leaving behind 150 American prisoners and His wounded to destroy the
remaining tanks, at 04:00hrs on Chnstmasﬁay Peiper and the 1,800-strong
column was retreating along a small frack that led into the Ambleve valley to Le
Venne (Wanne), south of Trois Ponts, and the Leibstandarte lines. Moving only in
darkness, they paused for rest at daybreak, but were soon on the march again.
There was more fighting with airborne troops from the 82nd Airborne Division,
and a crossing of the cold, fast-flowing Salm River, before finally the 800
suryivors of the Kampfgruppe, including an exhausted Peiper, stumbled into the
German positions. Thus the exploits of the once mighty Kampfgruppe Peiper were
ended, and with it the Sixth Army role in the Ardennes offensive. Starting with . °
about 5,800 men, 60 tanks (some Tigers), three Flak tanks, 75 halftracgs«

14 20mm Flak wagons, 27 75mm assault guns, plus 105 and 150mm SP
howitzers, the group was now reduced to 800 survivors.
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HUNGARY — OPERATION ‘FRUHLINGSERWACHEN'

following the Soviet re-conquest of Romania in 1944, forces under Marshal
Malinovsky advanced toward Hungary on two fronts, breaking through via Arad on
22 September and joining Petrov’s 4th Ukrainian Front to launch a strong drive on
e capital, Budapest. Outside Budapest Malinovsky stalled in bad weather, but on
3 December on the southern flank Tolbukhin’s 3rd Ukrainian Front reached Lake
Balaton, encircling the city. Still believing he could manipulate the situation in the
ast, in early January 1945 Hitler began to assemble a large concentration of $S
diisions for an attack in the east, with the goal of stabilising the situation in
Hungary and saving the link to the oil from wells near Lake Balaton. But on
12 January Soviet forces along the Vistula launched one of the greatest offensives of
the war, aimed at driving the German army out of Poland. Heavily outnumbered, the
Germans were forced to relinquish much of the country by the end of the month.

In Hungary the attack moved up the Danube Valley toward Budapest and Vienna,
and drove most of the German forces out of eastern Hungary: In Budapest the S$
garrison hung on tenaciously, and launched a series of failed counter-offensives.
Three attempts to relieve it, including one by VI SS:Panzer Corps also failed. On
27 January the 3rd Ukrainian Front attacked and in mid-February the final German
positions in the city were overrun.

With the 3rd Ukrainian Front now threatening the Balaton oilfields, in mid-

February Sixth Panzer Army began transferring in from the Ardennes, and With it o, b 1 and 15 and
155-Panzer Corps. Rushed from the western front, Leibstandarte and Hitler Jugend sy war photosrapher Ditsiehfould say
were thrown, into battle, with the objective of destroying the Seventh Guards Army  tosards the end. that his Stf Panzer
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and assault guns, the bridgehead was smashed, and with it 8,500 Soviet troops.
With Gran relieved and a threat onVienna averted, the larger operation — aimed at
destroying the Red Army between the Danube, the Plattensee and the Drava, and
establishing a line east of the Balaton fields — could begin.
7 Immense secrecy surrounded the operation, codenamed *Friihlingserwachen’
(Spring Awakening). SS-Sturmbannfiihrer Otto Giinsche, Hitler's adjutant, briefed' -~
Dietrich verbally, and no reconnaissance was permitted. But the ambitious plan was
already by British Tolbukhin, of 3rd
Ukrainian Front, was briefed by Stavka that that the main thrust would come
between the Plattensee and the Velenczsee, and in response ordered extensive
defences to be laid. Here Dietrich’s Sixth Panzer Army, renamed Sixth SS-Panzer
Army after the Ardennes offensive and including | (Leibstandarte and Hitler Jugend)
and Il (Das Reich and Hohenstaufen) SS-Panzer Corps, two cavalry divisions and IV
SS-Panzer Korps (Wiking and. Toterikopi), was ordered to attack south, on either
bank of the Sarviz Canal.

For the thrust“Dietrich placed the Leibstandarte, now commanded by
SS-Brigadefiihver Otto Kumm, at the spearhead, with Il SS-Panzer Corps to the left
and | Cavalry Corps to the right. Kumm’s goal was to cut the Russian
communications across the Danube and, if successful, drive north for Budapest. For
the attack he had 12,461 troops and 14 operational PzKpfw IVHs, 26 Pzkpfu V.. -
Panthers, and 15 Jagdpanzer IVs and StuG IlIGs. The heavy tank unit, -SS-
Panzerabteilung 501, had a mere four Konigstigers battle ready. ) :

Having moved into its positions, Leibstandarte began, preliminary attacks on
3 March. The main assault was launched at dawn four days later. It was supposed fo
fall a day earlier, but to retain the element of surprise, troops were held 12 miles
from their assembly areas and the long, tiring march through the mud created by
an early thaw left them exhausted and in need of rest. Hitler’s plan had not taken
into account the appalling conditions created by an early thaw, in which normally
frozen ground became heavily water-logged. Not even tracked vehicles could operate
off the paved roads, and these inevitably became badly clogged with traffic. Dietrich
reported after’ the war that 132 vehicles were trapped in the mud, and 15
Konigstigers sank up to their turrets in the mire. Furthermore, there were shortages
-of ammunition.

Leibstandarte’s | SS-Panzer Regiment made
the deepest penetration and was only 20 miles
from the Danube, its first objective, when the
Russians counter»anackgg on 16 March,
trapping the overextended Sixth SS-Panzer
Army. Das_Reich’ fought and held open a
narrowing “pocket through which the trapped
divisions escaped, but with Hungarians
formations deserting en masse, the full weight of
the Russian 2nd and 3rd Ukrainian Fronts was
brought to bear on the SS formations. With the
spectre of defeat hanging, a fighting retreat back
to Germany and Austria began. But Hitler had
decided to inflict another humiliation on the
SS. Reacting to reports by Balck o1 ¢ v
23 March that the men had lost confidence'in™
their leaders who added that the Waffen-SS
formations were on the brink of collapse, the
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Filhrer in a fit of pique ordered the Waffen-SS
divisions to remove their regimental honour titles.

Goebbels wrote in his diary: ‘The Fiihrer has
decided to make an example of the SS formations.
He has commissioned Himmler to fly to Hungary
{0 remove their armbands . . . The indignation of
the SS commanders in the- field "can well be
imagined and Kréamer, Dietrich’s chief-of-staff,
suggested asking Fiihrer headquarters whether
the armbands-of the men killed between the
Plattensee and the Danube should also be
removed . . " In the end, the order was never
carried out. It did not go unnoticed, however, and
Dietrich reportedly stated that he would sooner
shoot himself than carry out such an order.

Little more than a week after they had
launched the attack, the 2nd and 3rd Ukrainian
Fronts broke through on either side of Lake
Balaton and by the end of the month had crossed
the border into Austria. General Lothar Rendulic,
recently appointed the command of Army Group
South, was told to hold Vienna and the Alpine
passes. Dietrich’s SixthSS-Panzer Army, as part
of the group, did-what it could to defend the city
with what ittle it had, but as the strength of the
“Leibstandarte and Hitler Jugend combined was

“down to only 1,600 men and 16 tanks Hitler’s
demands that the city be held to the last man were
wishful thinking in the extreme. On 6 April the Red Army was on the outskirts of the
city and by the middle of the month was approaching the centre, while to the north
and south of the city the Soviets were threatening an enveloprrent.

Already, on 1 April, the Red Army had launched its last great offensive of the war,
and sealed the fate of the Third Reich. With the Rubr encircled and Silesia gone, tank,
artillery and ammunition production at a mere ebb, and gasoline in hopelessly short
supply, the only thing prolonging, the!war was the Fiihrer, who grimly held on to hope
for another miracle similar to the one that had saved Frederick the Great during the
Seven Years’ War. None was forthcoming, and on 16 April on the Oder-Niesse Line the
1st Belorussian and 1st Ukrainian Fronts broke through toward Berlin. On 21 April
Sokolovski’s 1st Belorussian Front reached Berlin and with the 1st Ukrainian moving
from-the south-east, by 24 April the city was encircled.

In mid-April Leibstandarte was forced back from Vienna by the advance of-.

Malinovsky's 2nd Ukrainian Front, and retreated with the remnants of the Sixth
Panzer Army to positions to the west of the city. In Berlin, loyal to the last, the
honour guard battalion of the Leibstandarte, SS Guard Battalion |, commanded by
Wilhelm Mohnke, battled hand-to-hand with the Soviet forces closing on Hitler’s
underground bunker. On 30 April Soviet troops entered the Reichstag and the
Fiihrer shot himself and his wife. Berlin surrendered two days later on the night of
6/7 May. Desperate to escape capture by vengeful Soviet troops, from whom they
expected no quarter, what troops rémained of Hitler’s guard fled south toward US
lines. Of the other elements~of Leibstandarte Dietrich himself surrendered at
Kufstein, south-east of Munich.

Abose: Guarded by Canadians,these youthful
membersof the Waffen-SS captured during the
flgh

between 16 and 20,

1 Nomandy gave their ages as being
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INSIGNIA

RZM — Reic /s — the Nazi HQ based in Munich, oversaw
the design and manufacture of all Nazi uniforms and insignia. Generally, SS insignia
can be dassified as follows (military speciality insignia, qualification badges,
decorations and campaign medals are, for reason of brevity, excluded): national
emblem, honour title cuffbands, shoulder straps, Totenkopf badge, SS runes, collar
Tresse, rank insignia, camouflage insignia, vehicle insignia.

National emblem (das Hoheitsabzeichen)

The national emblem of the Third Reich was an eagle clutching a swastika in its talons,
a version of which was worn by every uniformed organisation — military, political or
civilian — in Germany. The SS in general wore the eagle mounted either on the top
front of the officer’s cap, above the capband, on the front or left side of soft crush caps,
or more unusually on the upper left arm of the combat, service
and walking-out dress.

Honour title cuff bands

Cuff bands bearing unit ‘honour titles’ were worn by at least 50
elite German army and Luftwaffe formations during the war.
Names were chosen after geographical regions or racial
designations, contemporary Nazi heroes or historical figures.
The cuffband was a strip of black cloth about 3cm wide, and
‘was worn on the left-hand sleeve of an SS greatcoat or tunic.
The font used for the Leibstandarte cuffband was unique to the
unit. Officers sometimes had. their bands tailor-made —
Dietrich had his ‘Adolf Hitler*cuff embroidered in gold.

Shoulder boards

Shoulder straps were constructed of black wool material and
secured to the shoulder by a loop at the shoulder seam and a
button near the uniform collar. Officers wore the shoulder
straps corresponding to their rank with appropriate pips and
‘metal monograms. NCOs’ shoulder straps were trimmed with
Tresse and also displayed the appropriate pips. Depending on
the unit, shoulder boards were trimmed with various colours
— white for infantry, yellow for reconnaissance, pink for
Panzer troops and so on. In addition, the Leibstandarte had a
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special ‘AH’ (Adolf Hitler) shoulder board monogram, either of early (large) or late
(small) style. NCO monograms were of silver metal, and officers’ were gold metal.

S5 Totenkopf (death’s head)
The Totenkopf (death’s head) symbol is, along with the SS double lightning bolts, the
most distinctive of SS insignia. Its origins lay in the Prussian and Imperial German
army, and during World War | it was used by the elite Brandenburger units. It was then
appropriated by the Freikorps, and thereafter by the SS. Every SS unit-wore the
Totenkopf on the front of an officer’s cap, in the centre of the headband or on the top
front of soft crush caps. The Totenkopf was also the adopted symbol of the original
concentration camp Standarten — which eventually became the 3rd SS-Panzer
Division Totenkopf.

SS Runes y

‘The ‘Sig’ rune is an ancient Germanic symbol of Thor, the Norse god of thunder, and is
representative of a lightning bolt. It was designed in 1933 by Walter Heck, who used a
double sig rune'as a visual alliteration to the double ‘s’ in Schutzstaffel. Waffen-SS
troops of purely German heritage (Reichsdeutsche) were permitted to wear the SS
runes on the right collar patch. Waffen-SS units of troops who could claim some
(German ancestry (Volksdeutsche) and other foreign volunteers without ethnic Germanic
origins (Freiwilligen) had a special unit collar patch created in lieu of the runes.

Collar Tresse

The SS collar Tresse were of the diamond Wehrmacht pattern and were required to be
‘worn on all tunics (with the exception of camouflage tunics) and optional on overcoats.
The Tresse were affixed to the forward and bottom-edge of the collar on all tunics, and
a subdued colour was optional on field uniforms. Sigrunen were always worn on the
right, with the rank tab on the left collar. Officer’s collar Tresse were outlined with a
thin white or aluminum border. SS issi officers (¢ harfiih
to SS-Hauptscharfiihrer)- wore silver Tresse to denote their status as NCOs. For
example, an, SS-Sturmmann wore a black wool or felt inverted chevron on the left
sleeve with sifver NCO Tresse in the shape of a ‘V’, and two strips of sutash on their
left collar tab, and SS-Rottenfiihrer wore the same chevron on the left sleeve with the
addition of a second NCO Tresse strip, with four strips of sutash on their left collar tab.

Sleeve Rank Insignia for unrated ranks
SS-Panzerobergrenadiers wore a black wool or felt circle containing a white or silver
embroidered diamond on the left sleeve.

Vehicle Insignia

Adopted in 1940, the basic Leibstandartévehicle insignia was a skeleton key (which
translates into German as ‘Dietrich’). In 1941 the key was enclosed in a shield,
changed to a bevelled shield in 1943, and with the award of Oakleaves to Dietrich’s
Knight's Cross in 1944 these were added. There were also symbols and numbers to
distinguish particular units.

PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION

Soldbuch
Each soldier carried at all times his Soldbuch (soldier’s pay book) containing
information such as place of birth, name, equipment numbers, pay records, leave

68
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papers, photo ID, money, mementos of
home — pictures, letters of family,
wives, girlfriends and memories of
battles in which he had fought.

Identification disc

Every SS soldier was also issued
identification discs, which ‘he was
required to wear suspended around his
neck by a cord at all times. The oval zinc
disc was divided by perforations.
Information on the disc detailed the
- ~Soldier’s roster number, his unit, and his
blood type. This information was
duplicated on the other half of the disc,
and in the event of death, the disc could
be snapped in two. The portion with the
cord stayed on the body and the other
half went to his family.

Most, although not all, Waffen-SS -
troops also had their blood type tattooed
under their left arm. The purpose of the
tattoo was for medics to quickly determine a wounded man’s blood type. After the war,
Allied investigators used the tattoo to identify war crimes’ suspects, prompting many
SS members to burn or disfigure their skin to avoid capture. This only applied to ORs
as officers were not obligated to get the tattoo.

UNIFORMS

Particularly in the latter-stages of the war, the Waffen-SS had a great variety of
different uniforms-and equipment. Here | have focused on those particular to
Leibstandarte:The black uniform was the most striking and part of its enduring image.
Identical to that worn by the Aligemeine-SS, it consisted of black wool blouse, brown
shirts, matching black tie, tapered trousers and high polished boots, worn with
swastika armband, rank insignia, the honour cuffband, and a brown belt upon which
ordinary troops attached three leather K98 ammunition pouches. NCOs and officers
had a leather cross belt to support the sword scabbard carried on the left. In the mid-
1930s a white belt and cross belt was substituted.

Although impressive as a parade uniform, it was not practical for use in the field,
and in the summer of 1933 a grey-white cotton drill uniform was procured for the
fledgling armed SS units. Commissioned"officers’ and NCOs’ drill jackets were of
similar cut to the original black tunic-and were designed to incorporate both collar
patches and shoulder straps. Non-rated soldiers were issued a tunic with standing
collar, although it was not as finely tailored as those of officers and NCOs. In early
1935, an earth-grey uniform was adopted by the soldiers of the Leibstandarte and the
SS-VT.The SS political armband was thought too striking for field use, and so it was
replaced with the national emblem, which was worn on the left arm.

Field service blouse
In 1937, both the earth-grey and earth-brown uniforms were phased | out as
Leibstandarte switched to the field grey of the army. They were kitted out from army

0
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stocks of M1936 pattern field grey jackets, to which were added SS insignia. In
1940, the distinctive dark green collar and shoulder straps of the SS were changed
to field grey. A variation in 1942 was the discontinuation of pocket pleats as a
labour and material saving measure, although material quality was already in
décline. Further labour and material saving measures came in 1943, including the
elimination of the pocket flap points and the internal suspenders, the use of rayon
for the jacket lining and a 70/30 percent wool/cellulose blend for the new outer
material, which also had less of a ‘green’ tint. The 1944 pattern tuni¢ introduced
changes to colour, now olive brown or ‘1944 field grey’ and a reduction in the
number of belt hooks to two. The design was tested and adopted for all German
ground forces, including the Waffen-SS, in July 1944, although uniform material
manufactured at this time of the war was very poor, in some cases containing 90
percent artificial fibres.

Officer’s field service blouse

Officers of the Waffen-5S adopted field grey as their uniform colour at the same time
as the other, ranks — much the same as the army. However, the basic design was
retained throughout the war. Key features were turnback cuffs, dark green pointed
collar and scalloped pockets. Material quality fell dramatically during the war, and it
was not unusual for officers’ uniform to adopt modified enlisted mens’ issue field
blouses when their own kit wore out.

Field service trousers

The 1942 mountain-style trousers or Keilhosen
were the most widely used trousers in the German
Army after 1941, although less often used by the
Waffen-SS, which continued to produce the M37
straight-leg service trousers. They have the same
button-down loops to take a cartridge belt and
trouser suspender hooks as the army version. The
ankles taper and feature an adjustable stirrup to
hold the trouser legs inside the gaiters.

Sturmartillerie/Panzer uniform

Tank and assault gun crewmen were issued with
a uniform designed to be practical within the
tight confines of an armoured vehicle. They were
essentially of the same. cut and made of black
cloth. The blouson-style jacket was cut at the
waist_and-fastened with a row of buttons
arranged vertically on the right-hand side. The
‘collar was large and worn open but could be
fastened at the neck with a hook and eye. The
trousers were tapered toward the ankles giving a
bloused effect over boot top. The trousers had an
integral belt and front pockets with pocket flaps.
Standard insignia were worn on these uniforms.

Summer combat uniform
The need for a lighter, cooler uniform blouse for
the summer prompted the SS to-introduce its
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own version of the Arry’s HBT field blouse, although it kept
the traditional five-button front. The design remained the
same, throughout the war

Cold weather suits

These mouse-grey suits were actually the same as the
German Army’s cold weather suits introduced for the winter
of 1942-43.The Waffen-SS had its own camouflage version
of this uniform for the winter of 1943-44 which was.
identical in cut, except for slight stylistic changes to.the
pocket flaps. Various camouflage patterns were used:

Tropical uniforms

The Waffen-SS had a full line of uniform items for use in hot
weather territory. These uniforms were used by Waffen-SS in
Sardinia, Italy, Greece and Southern Russia.

Helmet (Stahlhelm)

The steel coal scuttle design dates back to the First World
War and was standard issue for the infantry units. Painted in
field grey it had a black leather chinstrap and air vent holes
on the sides.

Footwear

Leibstandarte members were shod in the familiar German
high marching boot, but by 1944-45_leather shortages
meant that the boot been much rediiced in height, and some
new recruits were issued with a new style ankle boot, trialled
by the German Army in'1935 and reintroduced in 1942.The
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style varied; some were all eyeholes, others eyeholes and hooks. Heavy canvas gaiters
were issued that provided the wearer with some ankle support, and also prevented
stones and twigs getting into the boots. In the bitterly cold Russian winters, other
types  of lined boots such as those worn by Russian troops were a popular non-
regulation alternative.

CAMOUFLAGE

Although it had been pioneered on ships and aircraft during World War |, the Waffen-
SS was the first to use camouflage as an integral part of the soldier’s standard combat
uniform and equipment. A huge catalogue of camouflage patterns and styles for
clothing, helmet covers and shelter tarps were developed. These camouflage items
utilised by the Waffen-SS help one to distinguish the SS from the Wehrmacht, but it
has to be noted that, due to late-war-production shortages, many SS units also wore
Italian or Wehrmacht camouflage items.

Camouflage smocks (Tarnjacken)

Two types of smock were issued, both of lightweight canvas or cotton duck material, and
sometimes also waterproofed. All were reversible with a spring foliage pattern on one
side and autumn foliage on the other. Multiple camouflage patterns were created during
the war, of which the most recognisable are the ‘oak leaf’ (early war) and ‘plane tree
(mid-war) patterns. There are countless others, details of which may be found-in"any
«comprehensive history of German uniforms. Other features of the smock were an elastic
waistband, elastic cuffs, a drawstring front closure and shoulder loops to attach foliage.
The first pattern had a shorter skirt than the second and also had two vertical slash-type
openings on the left and right sides of the chest covered with a straight cut pocket flap.
In 1943, whil ioned in Italy, Leil ized vast amounts of Italian camouflage
dlothing, and this was later used to equip the 12th SS-Panzer Division Hitler Jugend and
Leibstandarte’s own recruits. Italian-style camouflage fur anoraks are of much the same
cut as the standard SS green fabric fur anorak, first used during the Ardennes offensive.

C helmet cover

Made from the same material as the smock and reversible, the helmet cover was
fastened to the sides and rear of the helmet by clips, and at the front by a reinforced
lip of material overhanging the bill of the helmet. Sometimes loops were included for
attaching foliage.

BASIC WAFFEN-SS FIELD EQUIPMENT

Black leather belt (Koppel) and belt buckle (Koppelschloss)

A black leather belt, 1.5 inches wide, was used for walking-out dress and for field use
by all ranks. Brown belts were optional for officers. In addition to enhancing

appearance, the belt was used to support the field equipment. Additional ‘D’ rings and
leather equipment straps were also used to attach equipment to the belt.

Ammunition pouches (Patronentaschen)
Thie original Mauser Kar98K pouches were constructed of black leather, either sewn

“or riveted together, and worn in pairs. Attachments for the belt and ‘Y’ straps were

provided. G43 pouches were constructed of a canvas material, with the same leather
attachments for the belt as the K98 pouches, and could hold two 10-round magazines
for the G43. Usually one of these pouches and one K98 pouch was worn-on the belt.

G
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MP40 pouches were similarly constructed of canvas with leather attachments for the
belt and ‘Y’ straps, with capacity for three magazines per pouch. One of the pouches
had an extra flap to hold the reloading tool. MP44 pouches were constructed of
canvas, held three magazines per pouch and attached to the belt and ‘Y’ straps in the
same fashion as the MP40 pouches. 7

In addition, machine gun crews carried an ammunition can and an MG belt loader,
machine gunners’ tool pouch (MG34 or MG42) and machine gun spare barrel carrier.
Bread bag (Brotbeutel)
The bag was constructed of heavy canvas, with attachments for securing it to the rear
of the belt, in colours varying from olive drab to reed green. The flap had two leather
straps for attaching the water bottle and/or mess tin. Eating utensils were usually
carried in it, and a lard/butter container was also issued.

Water bottle (Feldflasche)

Constructed of aluminium, with a capacity of one litre, the covering of |He Feldflasche
was made of felt and the cup was large made of aluminium or smaller and made of
bakelite. It was generally carried on the right side of the bread bag.

Yoke straps
Leather straps helped support the waist belt and field equipment, and were connected
at the front to the back of ammunition pouches, and to the waist belt itself at the back.

Mess tin (Kochigeschirn)
For cooking and eating in the field, the mess tin could be carried on the Y’ straps,
‘small A" frame or the left side of the bread bag. Food was cooked on an Esbit stove.

Gas Mask Canister (Tragebuhse)

The distinctive fluted canister was usually strapped over the right shoulder, and the
closed end had a retaining strap and hook to secure it to the waist belt.
Entrenching Tool =

Both World War | and World War Il pattern egm;hmg tools were carried by the Waffen-
SS. Late war versions included a pick. It was carried in a leather pouch on the waist belt
at the left hip.

Poncho/shelter quarter (Zeftbahn)

This was produced in waterproof materials of various camouflage patterns, with
Spring/Summer on one side and Fall/Winter. on the other. It was variously used as a
ponicho, o shelter half, and rolled and either strapped to the “A” frame, or hooked to
the yoke straps. »

Bayonet, scabbard and frog (Seitengewehr und Scheide)

The standard issue bayonet was produced with both wooden and bakelite| handles, and
was carried in a scabbard suspended from the belt on the left hip. As an added
measure of camouflage the scabbard was usually blued or painted flat black.

Optional equipment included an A frame for mounting equipment, a bag for personal
items, flashlight, blanket, trench-knife, goggles and gas cape bag. Depending on their |
needs officers, NCOs, artillerymen, field police and machine gun crews were issued /
map cases, binoculars; compasses and whistles (for signalling).
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Below Dietidh a1 S$-Gruppenfiher

‘photofrapted justprior to his being promoed by Adolf

i tothe rank of 5-Obergruppenfihrer:

JOSEF ‘SEPP’ DIETRICH

Undoubtedly the most celebrated of Leibstandarte soldiers was its founder, first and
long-time commander Oberstgruppenfiihrer Sepp Dietrich. Dietrich was born and
raised in Bavaria, served as a sergeant-major in World War |, and after the war was
attracted into the Freikorps volunteers. Subsequently he became a member of the SA
and participated in the Munich Beer Hall Putsch. In 1928 he switched to the SS, and
was one of the small group of bodyguards from which the Leibstandarte grew. Hitler
expected and had their absolute loyalty, and after he had risen to power he called on
Dietrich to formalise the unit. For more than 10 years Dietrich led the Leibstandarte,
overseeing its growth from a tiny elite hand-picked ceremonial-troop into the most
feared of all the SS divisions. From his men he demanded excellence and gave in return
genuine care and respect, which earned him their adulation and loyalty.

The relationship between and men in Leil was far closer
than in most of the Wehrmacht, but relations with his own superiors were often far
less cordial. He had frequent and often bitter rows with Himmler, Reichsfiihrer-SS,
and it is unlikely that he would have achieved so much without the protection and
patronage of the Fiihrer himself. This friendship brought rapid promotion through
the ranks of the SS; in the summer of 1943 he was appointed to create | SS-Panzer
Corps. The army generals, von Rundstedt among them, tended to regard him as a
good leader of men but a poor strategist, and his brusque manner, common roots
and frequent use of gutteral German further alienated them. Perhaps, too, they were
envious of the relationship between the Fiihrer and the commander of his
bodyguard, which was unique among German commanders, forged out of mutual
respect between ex-comrades-in-arms and in the political struggle of the 1920s.

In 1944, Dietrich led | SS-Panzer Corps at Caen/and was promoted to command
the Sixth SS-Panzer Army for the Ardennes Offensive. His leadership earned him
Swords & Diamonds to the Oak Leaves tothe Knight's Cross he already had. But
Dietrich’s career was so peppered with accusations of atrocities — both real and
imagined — that postwar saw him tried and convicted for war crimes. Many
consider him lucky not to have been executed. When he was released from prison
in 1956, he was still an unrepentant and committed Nazi, a firm adherent to the
beliefs that he took with him to his grave in 1966.

OTTO KUMM

Kumm, the last commander of the Leibstandarte, was born in Hamburg on
1 October 1909, the son of a salesman. At the age of 21 he joined the Nazi Party
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and SS, and was a soldier in the SS-VT
unit Der Fiihrer. He rose through the
ranks and at the close of the Western
campaign as a SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer
was awarded the Iron Cross | and Il
Class. During service in Russia he won
promotion to the command, of the
4th SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment Der
Fiihrer, and in February 1942, as the
regiment fought in the area of Rzeh
Kumm, saw it reduced from 2,000 to
35 men. Subsequently he was awarded
the Knight's Cross, and in April 1943
became Chief of Staff of the 5th
Panzergrenadier Division Wiking. As
SS-Oberfiihrer Kumm, in August he
took over command of 7th SS
Freiwilligen Mountain Division Prinz
Eugen from Carl von Oberkamp, and
during his time with the unit was
awarded Swords to the Knight's Cross
he had already earned. In November
came promotion to to'SS-Brigadefiihrer
und Generalmajor der SS and finally, in
February | 1945, command of 1st SS
Panzer Division Leibstandarte-SS Adolf
Hitler. In April came the Swords to his
Knight's Cross, and a month later he surrendered with the remnants of the division.
After the war he wrote the history of the 7th SS Division.

KURT ‘PANZER’ MEYER

After working as a miner and then serving with the Mecklenburg police, Meyer was
attracted into the Nazi Party and joined the SS. In 1932 he was promoted to
Untersturmfiihrer and two years later as Obersturmfiihrer was selected for the
Leibstandarte. He served in-Poland and France, gaining promotion to SS-

il and was the of the in
Greece, where he led the spectacular assault on the Klissura Pass on 15 May 1941
(see page 26). In Russia he won the Oakleaves to his Knight's Cross at Kharkov and
promotion to SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer, and from there came command of the 25th
SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment (12th SS-Panzergrenadier Division Hitler Jugend) as
SS-Standartenfiihrer. He led this unit through the early Normandy campaign, where

COMMANDING OFFICERS OF THE LEIBSTANDARTE
SS-Oberstgruppenfiihrer Joseff Dietrich 1 September 1939
SS-Brigadefiihrer Theodor Wisch G 7 April 1943
SS-Brigadefiihrer Wilhelm Mohnke - 20 August 1944
SS-Brigadefiihrer Otto Kgn‘m‘ 6 February 1945
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it bore most of the brunt of the early fighting and sustained enormous

casualties. In August, following the death of Hitler Jugend commander

Fritz Witt, he became at 33 the youngest divisional commander in the

German Army. The following month he was captured near Amiens, and

postwar was tried and sentenced to life imprisonment for the murder of

Canadian prisoners in Normandy. In prison he wrote his memoir,
Grenadiere and was released after 10 years in jail. He died in 1961 a

committed Nazi.

WILHELM MOHNKE

Mohnke, who has gained notoriety as the alleged perpetrator of the
Wormhoudt and Malmédy massacres, was born in Liibeck in 1911. In
1931 he joined the NSDAP and the SS, served with the Liibeck troop,
and then the 22nd SS Detachment, and in 1933 volunteered and was
selected to-form the core of the Leibstandarte. For the campaign in
France, he was senior company commander of 2nd Battalion and
reportedly ordered British POWs to be executed at Wormhoudt. In
1941, during the Balkans campaign, he lost a foot during an air attack

12th SS-Division Hitler Jugend. He became commander of
Leibstandarte in August 1944, a position he held until the:folfowing
February. After leading the defence on the Seine, during the Ardennes
Offensive Mohnke was accused of instigating the Malmédy massacre.
His final i was as of the

Mohnke, tasked with the defence of the Reich Chancellery, and he was present in
the Fiihrerbunker when Hitler committed suicide. Captured by Soviets, he was
finally released 1955, but despite efforts by the survivors of the massacres he has
never been brought to trial.

JOACHIM (JOCHEN’) PEIPER

Joachim (he preferred Jochen, saying it sounded less Jewish) Peiper was, perhaps,
the consummate SS hero. His wartime exploits made him at once a hero among
ordinary Germans and a murderer to others. Born in 1915, at the age of just 19 he
joined the SS-VT. His brothers were in the SS-TK and another in the SD. He went
through two years of officer training and in 1936 was posted to the Leibstandarte.
In 1938 he worked for a three-month long period as adjutant to Heinrich Hammer,
during which time he worked with concentration. camp” commanders and, it is
suggested, therefore had knowledge of plans for the Final Solution.

Peiper spent the first wartime campaign; in Poland, as part of Hitler’s staff. He
saw his first action with Leibstandarte in 1940, during the campaign for France.
Here he led the assault on the-Wattenberg heights and was awarded the Iron Cross
1st and 2nd class for his actions. For a long period he commanded the 3rd Battalion
of SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment 2, and established an outstanding reputation as a
combat leader. In 1943, he won the Knight's Cross at Kharkov for orchestrating the
rescue of the 320th Infantry Division, which was then retreating to the Donets and
in danger of being annihilated. Peiper took a small battle group deep into the
Russian lines and extricated the survivors. In 1944, for the Ardennes Offensive, he
was given his most famous command — SS-Kampfgruppe Peiper — and tasked
with leading the spearhead of the German offensive. Subsequently promoted to
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SS-Standartenfiihrer, commanding SS-Panzer Regiment 1, he was the youngest
regimental colonel in the Waffen-SS.

His name was implicated in massacres in Italy and at Malmédy, and postwar he
was sentenced to hang. The sentence was commuted, and he was released from
prison in 1956. Finding life in postwar Germany incompatible with his fervent Nazi
beliefs, and its people intolerant of his-past, in 1970 he moved to France. He was
murdered at his home on Bastille Day in July 1976

THEODOR WISCH

Born in"1907 in Wesselburener Hoog, ‘Teddy’ Wisch joined the Leibstandarte ir
March 1933 at the age of 25. A thoroughly professional soldier, if reportedly rather
uncharismatic, he won rapid promotion through the ranks and by the start of the-
Polish campaign was a company commander. In Poland he won both the 1st and 2nd
dlasses of the Iron Cross, and after serving in the Western, Balkans and Russian
campaigns he was awarded the Knight's Cross in September 1941. The following
summer he became commander of the 22nd SS-Panzergrenadier Regiment (part of
the 10th SS-Panzer Division Frundsberg) and at Kharkov won the German Cross in
Gold. In July 1943, at the age of 36, he took command of Leibstandarte, a position
he held until the Normandy campaign when he was seriously wounded and invalided
out. Awarded the Knight's Cross with Swords and Oakleaves, Wisch ended the war
at a desk job in the SS-Fuhriingshauptamt

MICHAEL WITTMANN

The most successful and decorated tank commander of the war, Wittmann
was born in the rural Oberfalz region of Bavaria and first joined the regular
army. In 1936, as a Gefreiter, he joined the SS-VT and was accepted into
the 17th Company of the Leibstandarte, retaining the equivalent rank of
SS-Mann. His initial training and service was on light recopnaissance
vehicles, and at the outbreak of the war he was an SS-Unterscharfiihrer in
command of an armoured car. After the French campaign the regiment re-
equipped with StuG Il self-propelled guns, and' Wittmann requested — and
was granted — a transfer into the new detachment. Training on the new
vehicles was completed in time for the Balkan campaign, in which he was
awarded the 2nd class of the Iron Cross for his part in the assault on the
Klissura Pass. During the summer, in Russia, he was awarded the 1st Class.
Distinguishing himself further in the actions in the Crimea, at the end of
1942 Wittmann was sent to the SS officer training school at Bad Toldt and
after passing out with the rank of Untersturmfiihrer, he led the 13th (Heavy)
Company of the 1st SS Panzer Regiment. At Kursk, on the first day alone,
Wittmann destroyed eight enemy tanks and seven anti-tank guns, but his
most famous action was at Villers-Bocage during the battle of Normandy in
the West, when as SS-Obersturmfiihrer he led the Tigers of his 2nd
Company, SS-Panzer Abteilung 101, against a concentration of British
armour threatening the Panzer Lehr, and destroyed 23 British tanks and a
similar number of half-tracks and light armoured vehicles. Awarded the
Swords to his Knight's Cross with Oakleaves for this action, Wittmann
refused to accept a training postand was killed on 8 August 1944 in the
fighting around Caen.
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In 1939, the SS-VT was not a favoured body. The army discouraged recruitment to
it and, with the exception. of Leibstandarte, numbers had to be made up from
Volksdeutsche. In battle, however, the performance of the Leibstandarte, and the
other elite SS divisions, gave rise to a very different notion: that they could save any
situation and furn defeat into victory. Thus they were thrown into the most intense
fighting time after time, and received preferential treatment with regard to supplies
and equipment. Their feats encouraged Hitler to expand the Waffen-SS, and by 1944
it had swelled to an estimated 900,000 men. Something like 253,000 of these men"
were killed in action during the war, and an additional 250,000 wounded. Biit'there
existed very considerable variation in the quality of the SS divisions, many of which
performed poorly in battle and in their treatment of ‘enemies’. Appallingly, it is true
to say that while the Waffen-SS and the seven elite divisions were among the best
of German soldiers, they contained some of the worst characters.

Leibstandarte is considered the finest of the Waffen-SS divisions, and a myth

Jeldv: Waffen-SS troops resting . While there

doubt that atrcities committed by soldiers s r
these were not uncommon, especally on the has arisen around the unit that portrays it as a heavily armed army of six-foot
Front, there is also no doubting their qualities as blond, blue-eyed warriors charging into battle astride Tiger tanks like latter-day

Teutonic Knights. This has'more to do with the Nazi propaganda machine than the
true facts, which are rather more
complex. From its inception the
Leibstandarte was ~ supposed to
represent the ideological elite of the
1,000-year Reich, the very epitome of
the SS ideal, a Teutonic elite of
physically perfect, impeccably bred
specimens. Certainly, in the 1930s,
when Leibstandarte could afford the
luxury ~of stringent recruitment
‘“standards, the propaganda image was
rather more accurate. But as war began
to eat into Germany’s manpower
reserves, the SS began to recruit from
rather more varied quarters. Although
its recruitment standards remained
high, the truth is that the men who
fought and died under the banner of the
Fiihrer were a much more varied bunch.
They may not have matched the exacti
criteria Himmler set out for the SS atits

fighting men
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inception but the demands made of
them were never anything but
superhuman.

Most accounts of the military
history of the Leibstandarte inevitably
focus on the most stunning battles or
exciting campaigns. However, -it is
important to take a. closer look at the
combat records | of "the individual
Leibstandarte to get a clearer picture of
its military contribution of the SS
during the war.

At the outbreak of the war, tactical
command of the Waffen-SS was
devolved to the OKH, while Himmler
oversaw administration. During the
Polish campaign Leibstandarte faced
combat for the first time, eager to prove
itself and disprove its critics in the
army, which maintained a lofty

contempt for SS troops. Unleashed on the battlefield, this eagerness resulted in high  Above: A PzKpfi [1l moves past dugin Waffen 55
casualties, and while admiring their courage and recklessness, the army felt that infaniry on the Eastem Front. Bravery eoddganct, siil

overall the SS troops suffered from a combination of recklessness and lack of
training. This may have been true, but SS officers countered that the army gave
them the thost difficult assignments with minimal support. Perhaps both allegations
Contained a grain of truth and during the invasion of the Low Countries and France
Leibstandarte showed its true worth as a fighting unit.

Speed was one of the factors underpinning the tactics of Blitzkrieg, and as one
of the limited number of motorised units available, Leibstandarte had a key role.
First it advanced with lightning speed to Rotterdam, next inta France where it
prevented a French breakout and then audaciously broke through the British
defensive perimeter at Wattan. During the advance to’ Paris, moving again at a
breakneck pace at the spearhead of von Kleist's Panzer Group, the division was
rushed to reinforce Army Group A, held up in front of the city, and helped force a
breach through the defensive line. The successes continued as the Leibstandarte
pushed into the south and bottled up the the French Army in the Alps. During the
April 1941 invasion of Greece, there were several notable incidents; the storming
of the Klissura Pass by Meyer’s reconnaissance battalion, demonstrates graphically
the motivation these men had for battle.

It was in Russia and the Ukraine that the Leibstandarte earned its enduring
reputation for bravery and steadfastness. Here, during Operation ‘Barbarossa’ and
the subsequent autumn and winter campaign, it made its most valuable
commitment and finally won the respect of its peers. For the initial phase it again
demonstrated the effectiveness of mobile forces on the battlefield, redeploying to
counter attacks on the vulnerable flanks of the armoured thrust toward Rostov, and
sealing off the Uman pocket despite concerted attempts to relieve it. For the action
at Uman it won praise from Generalmajor Werner Kempf, and later in the year, after
the advance through the southern Ukraine to Rostov, German Army General von
Mackensen was moved to say of December, ‘This truly is an elite unit.’

Already Hitler had begun to expect the impossible from the Waffen-SS. He
refused to countenance withdrawal at Rostov, which resulted in heavy casualties for
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Leibstandarte, and irrationally denied them adequate clothing for the first brutal
winter on the steppes. The result was that in the spring, after further defensive
battles around Dnepropetrovsk, the division had to be pulled back to France to be
rebuilt. By now the battle-hardened core of the unit was beginning to wither, and
it was forced by manpower shortages to accept recruits of a lower calibre. Later in
the year it yielded more of its experienced NCOs and officers to the 9th SS-Division
Hohenstaufen. From here on this cycle of events was repeated with increasing
regularity, until by the end of the war the fallen were being replaced by young,
barely trained conscripts and draftees.

Always instilled in the troops was the belief that they were the vanguard of the
legions forging the new Nazi empire, and thus carrying the expectations of a nation.
Above all was the SS creed of self-sacrifice for the glory of the Reich, loyalty to the
Fiihrer and the honour of death in battle. it sHould be remembered that most of the
troops had grown up schooled in Nazism, believed in its tenets and held death in
contempt. Even after the war, Joachim Peiper, who had joined the SS at 19,
expressed his dismay-at what he believed to be the selfishness and materialism of
postwar Germany. Although it is often pointed out that Germany during the war was
by no means united under the swastika, it is safe to say that Leibstandarte was Nazi
to the core.

1943 was perhaps the high water mark for Leibstandarte. The number of S .
divisions and corps multiplied, and it won a stunning victory at Kharkov that gave
succour after the reversals of the winter months. Summer brought the turning point
in fortunes, when at Kursk the combined weight of the Leibstandarte, Das Reich and
Totenkopf panzer divisions, despite inflicting enormous losses“on the Red Army,
failed to make a decisive penetration of the Soviet defences. Defeat came not at the
hands of superior generalship but by sheer weight of numbers and the enemy’s
seemingly endless capacity to absorb losses.

During the long, costly and doomed defence in the east, Leibstandarte rushed
about the front, plugging gaps in the line, rescuing encircled troops and mounting
stubborn counter-attacks. Time and again, Leibstandarte displayed a willingness to
keep on fighting «even when the tactical situation was hopeless, but local successes
were underfninied by the constant shortages of men and materiel, and despite their
bravery, Leibstandarte could not stem the red tide.

Hitler was given to remark that ‘troops like the SS have to pay the butcher's bill
more heavily than anyone else’ — and pay they did. With the Reich collapsing, the
Fiihrer gave the Leibstandarte increasingly unrealistic and impossible orders to
attack or to defend to the last man — orders that, at least in the attack, it did not
have the capacity to execute. In Normandy, again there were tactical victories, which
succeeded in delaying the Allied advance to the homeland: As the spearhead for the
Ardennes offensive, Leibstandarte showed that it had retained its legendary tenacity
in the attack; a breakthrough came tantalisingly close for Peiper’s column, only to
be thwarted by fuel shortages. In ‘spring 1945 came the final stand in Hungary,
where Leibstandarte headed the death ride of the Sixth SS-Panzer Army attempting
to save Hitler's last remaining fuel supply. Forced back under overwhelming odds,
they were berated by the Fiihrer, and ordered to remove the honour cuffbands that
were such a source of pride.

Disillusioned and facing inevitable defeat, in these final days of the war
Leibstandarte men were no longer fighting for National Socialism, for Germany, or
for the Fiihrer who, for all their sacrifices, had so callously abandoned them. Instead
they transferred the loyalty that they had sworn to the Fiihrer to their unit, their
comrades and their commanding officers.
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“... Our lack of understanding and inner rejection of everything we'heéard from
“up there” or “back home” led us to accept only one last Heimat, one final
homeland. That was our unit, our “little heap” of men.”

Leibstandarte troops as a whole earned a distinguished combat reputation
during World War I, renowned for both -stunning offensive victories, tenacious
defensive operations and feats of bravery, courage and tactical brilliance for which
some 58 of those who served won-the Knight's Cross. This reputation is tempered to
a large degree by the numerous atrocities carried out by members of the divi
and by association with the SS. Without seeking to offer justification for the admns
of the division, with the benefit of historical hindsight, it is important to place events
in their proper context, and consider the Germany in which these troops were raised

The average age of the troops was but 19 years old, and many of them had
grown up knowing only Nazism. Of course, one should not imagine that
Leibstandarte troops were simple fools who believed everything Hitler impreéssed
upon them about the superiority of the Germanic races, the invincibility of the Reich
and the destiny of the SS as the future master race, but belief in the honour of self-
sacrifice bred a disdain for death that accounts for the enormous losses that the
Leibstandarte, and the Waffen-SS, was able to sustain: It also offers a clue to the
disdain SS men showed on occasion for the life of others.

All of the Waffen-SS divisions were to a greater or lesser degree complicit in
acts of savagery against enemy troops and civilians. Leibstandarte, by no means the
worst perpetrator, is by association with the SS and its own actions tainted. After
the war Dietrich, Peiper and many others stood trial for these crimes and served
sentence for them.
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weteome 101 The main problem with websites on Leibstandarte, the Waffen-SS or the SS in general
worl® 8 L iis that they attract apologists of the Nazi cause, those who seek to shift the blame

for atrocities away from miltary units onto unnamed individuals and political racists
from the far right, We have not included here any websites that seem to us as being
anything other than sites providing information of historical inerest.

http://www.tankdub.agava.ru/sign/sign.shtml
Russian-language site with excellent illustrations of the tactical signs of the
German armed forces.

hitp://www.geocities.com/Pentagon/3620/AchtungPanzer!
Site with very detailed information on German armour. Great colour pictures of
preserved machines, particularly SPWs.

http://www.feldgrau.com/
This is probably the most comprehensive site dealing with the German Army before
and during World War Il currently on the Web. Well-written and researched.

Wision Lelbstan
S Panzet ONIOn Sy

hitp://www.ssah.com/
Website of 1st SS-Panzer Division re-enactors from US and Europe. The site
emphasises its historical interests and that t is not political.

http://www.skalman.nu/third-reich/
‘The Third Reich Factbook — histories, orders of battle-and other information onThird
Reich military, political and volunteer organisations.

http://www.wssob.com/
Website that concentrates on the Waffen-SS. Plenty of information on history, orders of
battle, etc.
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LEIBSTANDARTE
Hitler's Elite Bodyguard

Initially the SS-Stabswache Berlin — an SS guard that
formed a cordon around the Fiihrer at the Nuremberg
rallies — Hitler’s bodyguard became the Leibstandarte-
SS Adolf Hitler in 1933. It took a leading role in
internal affairs but also took on a military role during
the war, as a motorised regiment during the invasion
of Poland, the Low Countries and France; a brigade
during the conquest of the Balkans; a motorised
division during Operation ‘Barbarossa’; and an
SS-Panzergrenadier Division during 1942. In 1943 it
reformed in Italy becoming 1st SS-Panzer Division
Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler, and fought in Italy and
Russia before being transferred to Normandy.
Destroyed in the Falaise Pocket, a further refit saw it in
action again in the Ardennes, before moving to
Hungary. What was left of the division finally
surrendered to US forces at Linz.

EARHEAD

Spearhead looks at the cutting edge of war, units capable
of operating completely independently in the forefront of
battle. The series examines the unit's:

@ Origins and history

® Organisation, order of battle and how this changed

@ Battle history, theatre by theatre

® Insignia and Markings

® Top people — biographies of commanders and

personalities

Each book ends with an assessment of unit effectiveness
— as seen by itself, its opponents and the wider viewpoint
of history — and a full reference section including:

® Critical bibliography

® Relevant museums or exhibits

® Website links

® Re-enactment groups

® Memorials
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