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Translators' Foreword 

This book is a translation of Aristoteles, Metaphysik 91-3: Von Wesen 
uml Wirklichkeit der Kraft, which is volume 33 of Martin Heidegger's 
Gesamtausgabe. The text is based on a lecture course offered at the 
University of Freiburg in the summer semester of 1931. The volume 
presents Heidegger's translation and commentary on the first three 
chapters of Book 9 of Aristotle's Metaphysics, but Heidegger's persua~ 
sive and original interpretation of Aristotle implicates the entire corpus 
of Aristotle's works and leads to a rethinking of many of the central 
Aristotelian concepts that frame the history of Western philosophy 
Heidegger's original £~1!rse title, "Interpretations of Ancient Philqso-

_phy," suggests the broader context in which he situates Aristotle's 
investigation of WvaJ.U<; and tvtpy£ta in Metaphysics e. In this trea­
tise, Aristotle brings the question of Greek philosophy, the question of 
being. to its sharpest formulation. 

These lectures, along with Heidegger's other courses on Aristotle, 
offer an immense contribution to the advancement of Aristotle schol­
arship and have had a wide influence on the development of Aristotle 
studies in Europe. It is telling that so many of Heidegger's students 
during the early years of his teaching have themselves in turn offered 
major contributions to Aristotle scholarship. Often, according to their 
own testimonies, these works have been presented under the direct 
influence and guidance of Heidegger's lectures. Thus Helene Weiss, 
in her work on Aristotle, writes: "I have freely made use of the results 
of Heidegger's Aristotle interpretation which he delivered in lectures 
and seminars." In their works on Aristotle, Pierre Aubenque, Jean 
Beaufret. Walter Brocker, Ernst Tiigendhat, and Fridolin Wiplinger, 
among others, all equally acknowledge their indebtedness to 
~lcidegger's revolutionary interpretations. Evidence of the continuing 
•mpact of Heidegger's Aristotle interpretation on contemporary Eu-
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ropean Aristotle scholarship can be seen, for example, in the work of 
Remi Brague. 

The lectures on Aristotle herein presented further confirm the 
widely acknowledged influence of Aristotle on Heidegger's own orig­
inal thought. Heidegger says in Being and Time: "My task is the same 
task that provided the impetus for the research of Plato and Aristotle, 
only to subside from then on as an actual theme for investigation." 
And he comments in "My Way to Phenomenology": "Of course I 
could not immediately see what decisive consequences my renewed 
preoccupation with Aristotle was to have." On another occasion, 
Heidegger calls his study of Brentano's work on Aristotle "the cease­
less impetus for the treatise Sein und Zeit." Many of Heidegger's 
students, notably Walter Biemel, Hans-Georg Gadamer, and William 
Richardson, have long insisted that Heidegger's studies of Aristotle 
were of paramount importance for the development of his own phe­
nomenology. With the publication of this volume of the "Collected 
Works," especially the material in the second chapter, and the publi­
cation in 1992 of volume 19, which contains Heidegger's analysis of 
Book VI of Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics., the long-intimated con-

. nection between Heidegger's work on Aristotle and his Dasein anal­
ysis can begin to be seen. Indeed, much of Heidegger's teaching prior 
to the publication of Being and Time was related to his work on 
Aristotle. 

The publication in 1993 of volume 22 of the "Collected Works," 
Heidegger's 1926 course on "The Basic Concepts of Ancient Philos­
ophy," further contributes to the scholarly process that has been 
undertaken to make these courses on Aristotle and other previously 
unpublished works of Heidegger available. And the recent recovery 
of the formative 1922 manuscript on Aristotle, referred to as a first 
draft of Being and Time, the writing that Heidegger had sent to Mar­
burg and Gottingen in support of his nomination for a position at 
these institutions, helps to further our understanding of the important 
link between Heidegger's early work on Aristotle and the development 
of his own method of phenomenology. Although delivered in Freiburg 
at a later period, the lectures that constitute this volume on Metaphys-
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ics e 1-3 are clearly the fruit of his earlier Marburg lectures on 
Aristotle. 

The entire discussion of Book e 1-3 is linked to the discussion of 
truth which takes place in chapter ten of Book 9. Thus, this lecture 
course. though offered later, provides the necessary background for 
Heidegger's important discussion of Metaphysics 9 I 0 in the Marburg 
course of 1925/26: ~gik: Die Frage nach der Wahrheit, which is 
published as volume 21 of the "Collected Works." We can see the 
extent to which Heidegger's reading of Aristotle is at variance with 
other contemporary scholarship in his disagreement wi!l! ~e~~r .[_ae­
ger about Aristotle's treatment of truth in Metaphysics 9 I 0. Accord­
ing to Jaeger, the tenth chapter on truth must be spurious, a later 
imposition which does not fit in with Aristotle's thought. In contrast, 
Heidegger says in this volume: "With this chapter, the treatise reaches 
its proper end; indeed, the whole of Aristotle's philosophy attains its 
'highest point."' 

Translating is inherently an ambiguous task, and Martin 
Heidegger's point that every translation is an interpretation cannot 
~ denied. At the same time, the translator aims as much as possible 
to present the original text accurately and without interference. This 
particular text poses its own special difficulty for a translator. Much 
of the German text is itself a line-by-line translation of Aristotle's 
Greek. Heidegger's translations are often liter_al and nuan~d. render­
ing the Greek in multiple alternatives, sacrificing fluency so as to allow 
the German to express Aristotle's philosophical thought. Translating 
into English a German text that stays so close to the Greek without 
resorting to artificially awkward English style presents a challenge. 
We have attempted to combine accurate and literal renditions with 
an attentiveness to the readability of the text. 

The glossary at the back of the book lists some of the more import­
ant translation choices we have made. We call attention here only to 
several particularly crucial decisions. The many meanings of Myoc; 
for Aristotle and the essential interconnection of these meanings is 
one of the central issues of Heidegger's lectures. He otTers a number 
of translations and interpretations of Myoc;, but in chapter two finally 
settles on Kundschaft, a word that brings together these multiple mean-
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ings. We have translated /(undschaft_as "~QJ!Versance." To be conver­
sant is to have expert knowledge of something.- to befamiliar with it. 
and also to be able to speak of it with a sense of its surroundings. In 
light of its importance in this text, it is surprising that the word 
Kundschaft as a translation of A.6yoc; remains peculiar to this text. 

Among the most difficult passages to translate were those in the 
Introduction that deal with the meaning of being in Greek (to ov/to 
eivat). The German variations (das Sei~JJ_die Seiendheit, das_s_eifnde, 
ein Seiendes, das Seiend) and their phil~sophically imPortant interplay 
have no corresponding terms in English. We have chosen not to use 
the capital B for "being" or alternate words, such as "entities." for 
"beings." lnste.ad-we-ha.ve_iJl.~l_ud~ the o~rmanin..brackets_ wh.e.n it 
was helpful for the reader to follow Heidegger's discussion. Though 
Heidegger employs a vast array of related words to translate WvaJ.ttc; 
in various contexts, most often he uses the word Kraft. Heidegger 
himself points out that Kraft has many related meanings in German. 
Whenever possible, we have followed the common practice of trans­
lating Kraft as "force." However, when the context dictated, we have 
also used other words, most notably "power," to translate Kraft. We 
struggled to come up with a better translation for Vorhandensein, but 
we have rendered it imperfectly as "being-present:" -FTrlaily, thi'two 
cognate words Vollzug and Entzug -have oeentrimslated as "enact­
_ment" and "withdrawal." Unfortunately, these translations do not 
preserve the philosophically important interconnection that can be 
noted more easily in German because of the common suffix -zug. 

We appreciate the very helpful suggestions made by John Protevi, 
who critiqued our translation. We also appreciate the support of our 
colleagues and students. We would especially like to thank John Sallis 
for his patient encouragement and confidence. For both of us, he is 
a mentor who exemplifies how to read the texts of Heidegger. We are 
enormously indebted to Elaine Brogan and Stephanie Jocums. They 
have not only helped prepare the manuscript; they have been an 
integral and generous part of this entire project. We are thankful for 
the hospitality of Peter Kessler, who provided us an opportunity to 
work on this translation for several weeks in a villa on Lake Ziirich 
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whose beauty nourished the intensity and excitement of two friends 
working together in philosophy. Finally, we are grateful to the Na­
tional Endowment for the Humanities for their partial support of this 

project. 

Walter Brogan and Peter Wamek 
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The inner will of this course can be characterized by a word from 
Nietzsche: 

Perhaps some centuries later one will judge that all German 
philosophy finds its authentic worth in that it is a gradual 
recovery of the soil of antiquity, and that each claim to "orig­
inality" sounds trite and laughable in relation to the higher 
claim of the Germans to have reestablished the apparently 
broken link with the Greeks, up until now the highest type of 
"human being." 

-The Will to Power, Aph. 419 



Introduction 

The Aristotelian Question about 
the Manifold and Oneness of Being 

§ J. The question concerning WvaJ.l.lC; and tvtpy£ta, along with 
the question of the categories, belongs in the realm of 

the question about beings 

This course confronts the task of interpreting philosophically a phil­
osophical treatise of Greek philosophy. The treatise has come down 
to us as Book IX of Aristotle's Metaphysics. It is a self-contained unit, 
divided into ten chapters, whose object of inquiry is Wv(lJJ.t.c; and 
tvtp"(Eta. These words are translated into Latin as potentia and actus 
and into Gennan as Vermogen [capability] and Verwirklichung [actu­
alization] or as Miiglichkeit [potentiality] and Wirklichkeit [actuality]. 

What is being sought in this inquiry into Wv(lJJ.tc; and tvfp"(Eta? 
What prompts this investigation of "potentiality and actuality"? In 
what encompassing realm of questioning does this treatise of Ari­
stotle's belong? 

The answer to these questions is not far out of reach. We need only 
observe the context of the inquiry: ~e.l.al2b.ITif~.l'hus the 
treatise on Wv(lJJ.t.c; and tvtp"(Eta is metaphysical. This account is rea­
sonable enough and accurate; but for just this reason it tells us absolutely 
not.h~. Do we really know what tluStJilngTsthal \Ve ~~only call . 
"metapnysics''? We do not. Nowadays the word bewitches us like a 
magical incantation with its suggestion of profundity and its promise of 
salvation. But the infonnation that this treatise by Aristotle is metaphys­
ical not only says nothing; it is downright misleading. And this is true not 
only today; it has been true for the last two thousand years. Aristotle 
never had in his possession what later came to be understood by the word 
or the concept "metaphysics." Nor did he ever seek anything like the 
··metaphysics" that has for ages been attributed to him. 
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If we do not let ourselves be swayed by the tradition and resist being 
talked into anything, and if we therefore reject the readily available 
information that the treatise is "metaphysical," what then? How else 
are we to locate the realm of questioning in which the treatise belongs? 
Or should we leave the matter open and undetermined? In which case, 
our attempt to enter into Aristotle's inquiry, and thus to inquire along 
with it, would be without direction or guidance for some time. Before 
we begin, we need to clarify the aim of this treatise, as well as its 
sequence and the scope of its point of departure. In what realm of 
questioning, then, does the treatise belong? The text itself provides 
the answer in its first few lines: 

nepl JJ,tv oov 'tou npcfrtcoc; 6vtoc; ~c:al npbc; 0 xciaat ai 6llm 
Kantyop(at tou 6vtoc; civ~povtat dp'lltat, nq>l tile; o001ac;. Katci 
ycip 'tOv tile; o001ac; Uryov Atyt:tat 't&lla 6vta, 't6 u: lioaov Kal tO 
7t0t0v !Cal talla 'tci OUt(l) A£y6JJ£Va· ruivta ycip f;Et tOv tile; o001ac; 
Uryov, cixntEp d7tOJJ£V tv toic; npcfrtotc; "AfyyOtc; (9 I, 104Sb27-32) 

"We have thus dealt with beings in the primary sense, and that 
means, with that to which all the other categories of beings are referred 
back, ~ixrla. The other beings"-please note: to 6v: being [das~eiendl 
(participial!}-"the other beings (those not understood as oixrla) are 
said with regard to what is said when saying oixrla, the how much as 
well as the how constituted and the others that are said in this manner. 
For everything that is (the other categories besides oixrla) must in 
and of itself have t6e saying of oixrla, as stated in the previous 
discussion (about ouma)." (Regarding xp6rt~: the sustaining and 
leading fundamental meaning, see below, p. 34fT.). 

The first sentence establishes that the categories, and in fact the first 
category, have already been dealt with in another treatise. The second 
sentence characterizes the manner of the relation back and forth of 
the other categories to the first. Three times in this sentence we find: 
Myo<;, A.ty£tat, A.£j'6JJ.£VOV. The relation back and forth of the other 
categories occurs as A.ty£t v in the A.6yo<;. 1 

AtyEtv means "to glean" [lesen], that is, to harvest, to gather, to 

I. Concerning logos, see the beginning of the Sophist course in the winter 
semester of 1924-25: insufficient. 
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add one to the other, to include and connect one with the other. Such 
laying together is a laying open [Dar-legen] and laying forth ( Vor­
/egen] (a placing alongside and presenting) [ein Bei- und Dar-stellen}: 
a making something accessible in a gathered and unified way. And since 
such a gathering laying open and laying forth occurs above all in 
recounting and speaking (in trans-mitting and com-municating to 
others), A.6yoc; comes to mean discourse that combines and explains. 
A6yoc; as laying open is then at the same time evidence [Be-legenj; 
finally it comes to mean laying something out in an interpretation 
[Aus-l~gen], EPJlTIVda. ~:_meaning of Myoc; as relatio~ .. ~~ifi~ 
gathenng, coherence, rule) 1s tbererore "pnor" to 1ts meamng as drs~ 
course (see below, p. 103). \Asking how Myoc; also came to have the 
meaning of "relation" is therefore backwards; the order of things is 
quite the reverse. 

The gathering and explaining of discourse makes things accessible and I 
manifest. Heraclitus, for example, says this in Fragment 93: 6 avaJ;, ou 
to 1.1cxvtri6v £c:m 'tO £v ~ic;. O'IYtE AtyEt ow KpU1tt£t ... "The lord 
whose oracle is at Delphi neither speaks out nor conceals." On the basis 
of this stark contrast between AtyEtv and Kp'\)1ttnv, to concea~ it is made 
simply and emphatically clear that AtyEtv, as distinguished from conceal­
ing, is revealing. making manifest.·~~o defmitively makes the point in' 
the Sophist when, toward the end of the dialogue, he understands the 
inner province ofA.6yoc; as fuJA.oi>v, making manifest. A.6yoc; as discourse 
is the combining and making manifest in the saying. the unveiling · 
assertion of something about something. 

The relation back and forth of the other categories to the first 
category, which Aristotle discusses, occurs in Myoc;. Accordingly~­
when we say succinctly that this relation back and forth of the cate­
gories to the first is "logical," this means only that this relation is 
founded in A.6yoc;-in the elucidated sense of the word. We should 
once and for all steer clear of all the traditional and usual ideas about 
the "logical" and "logic," assuming that we are thinking of anything 
definite or truly fundamental with these words "logical" and "logic." 

And if in fact what we call categories are not just found in A.6yoc; 
and are not just used in assertions, but by virtue of their essence have 
'heir home in assertions, then it becomes clear why the categories are 
Precisely called "categories." 
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KatT)yopeiv means to accuse. to charge-thus to begin with not 
just any assertion, but one that is emphatic and accentuated. It is to 
say something to someone's face, to say that one is so and so and that 
this is one's situation[ Applied to things and to beings in general, i~_is 

_the J~.jnd of saying which says emphatically what a being properly is 
a_nd how it is;}KatT)yop{a is therefore anything said or sayable in this 
wayJ If the categories have their home in Myo<;. then this means that 
in every assertion whatsoever of something about something, there is 
that exceptional saying wherein the _being_as it ~ere is rigbJ.i)' indicted 
for being what it is. Aristotle sometimes also uses KatT)yop(a in the 
broad, attenuated sense of what is said in verbal transactions, what 
is simply asserted; or better (see Physics B I, 192b 17), the simple claim 
[An-spruch], that which one literally has given one's word tcr--the 
name, the word, and the relationship to the thing. What Aristotle calls 
"category" in the stated sense, however, is that saying which is in­
volved in every assertion in a preemineJ!t way (even when this is not 
expressed). - ·· . 

It is convenient and therefore popular, particularly in giving an 
account of ancient philosophy, to appeal to later and more recent 
doctrines to aid in understanding. On the question of the Aristotelian 
categories, one usually consults Kant. And in point of fact, he also 
derived the categories "logically" from the Table of Judgments, from 
the modes of assertion./But "logical" for Kant and "logical" for 
Aristotle have different meaning~ Not only that. The compa_ris_on 
above all overlooks a fundamental character of the categoriesjas 
Aristotle understand~ them.-Thts-rundamental characler·oflhe ·cate-

. gORes is expressly stated in the passage we are considering: 
\atT)yop!<tiiJiiit6vto<;. "categories of beings." What does this mean? 
~~s it rflin categories that refer to beings as to their "object" 
(g'enitivus objectivus) or categories that belong to beings as to a subject 
(genitivus subjectivus)? Or are both meant? Or neither? We shall have 
to leave this question open. 

In any case, the usual representation of the categories as "forms of 
thought,"_as some sort of encasements into which we stuff beings, is 
thereby already repudiated for having mistaken the facts. All the more 
so considering that Aristotle in our passage even calls the categories 
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simply ta ovta. "beings" [die Seienden]. that which absolutely belongs 

10 beings. 
Yet earlier. in our interpretation of Aristotle's second sentence in 

the above passage, we said that the categories have their home in 
A.Oyo~. But A.6yoc;. assertion, is assertion about beings, not the beings 
themselves. So we have a dual claim: the categories belong to ~oc;, 
and the categories are the beings them~~es. How do these go to­
gether? We do not have the answer. From now on let us remember 
that the question of the essence of the categories leads into obscurity. 

(The essence of the categories is rooted in A.6yoc; as a gathering and 
making manifest. Does this connection of oneness and truth signify 
being? At that place in Pannenides where the first saying of being 
occurs. the character of presence is tv [compare p. 19 below]. Notice 
the interconnection of ov as ouma, nap- and crovooo{a, and l.v as 
together with, and A.6yoc; as gatheredness, assemblage, consolidation; 
and in this context the "copula," the "is.") 

The third sentence we cited from Aristotle in the above passage 
further determines in what sense ouma is first among the categories. 
"For everything that is must of and in itself have the saying of ouma." 
For example, not6v, the being so constituted [Beschaffensein]. Taken 
alone. there is no such thing. We do not understand being so consti­
tuted in its most proper meaning unless we comprehend as well the 
being so constituted of something. This reference-"ofsomething"­
is part of the very makeup of the categories. The other categories are 
not only incidentally and subsequently connected with the first cate­
gory by means of assertions, as though they could mean something 
independently; rather, they are always, in accord with their essence, 
co-.l'aJ·ing the oUcna.. And to the extent that the categories are beings, 
they are co-being with oOOial This is already said beforehand and 
being beforehand. It is the first category, and that also means the first 
being: to npclrtroc; ov. 

So much for a rough exposition of the beginning of our treatise. At 
the moment we are only trying to discover from these introductory 
sentences the realm of questioning in which the treatise itself is located. 
Do the sentences just discussed say anything about this? On the con­
trary. this is a mere summary of what was discussed in another treatise. 
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An inquiry about the categories, in fact the first category, has come 
down to us as Book VII (Z) of the Metaphysics. But perhaps Aristotle 
recalls precisely this treatise on ou<rla (which is also self-contained) 
in order to suggest that the following treatise also pertains to the realm 
of the question of the categories; &uvaj.uc; and tv£pytta, which are to 
be dealt with now, would then be two additional categories that receive 
special examination. This viewj)oint suggests itself when we consider 
the later and now common conception of &uvaj.J.\c; and tv£pY£ta. 
possibility and actuality. For Kant above all, and since Kant, "pos­
sibility" and "actuality," along with "necessity," belong among the 
categories; in fact, they form the group of categories called "modal­
ity." They are, as we say in short, modalities. But we do not find 
&uv(Xj.J.ts; and tv£pytta in any of Aristotle's enumerations of the cat­
egorieJ. For Aristotle, the question of&uvaj..uc; and tv£pY£ta, possibility 

I 
and actuality, is not a category questio~tJ This shaD be maintained 

.I unequivocally. despite all conven·rtomil interpretations to the con­
trary lAnd this clarification (though admittedly it is once again only 

i negative) is theprimary presupposition for understanding the entire 
·; tr.tiat_ise. 7 -

But then where does this inquiry belong, if not in the framework 
of the category question? This is stated very clearly in the following 
sentence (9 I. 1045b32-35): 

tnd 0t AtyEtat to ov to j..ltv to n ft notov ft noa6v, to 0t Katci 
&uvaJ.LtV Kat tvu:Atxetav Kat Katci to fpyov, otop{aro).I£V Kat n£pt 
&uvcij...L£coc; Kat tvteA.qdac;. "But since beings are said on the one 
hand (to J,ltv) as what being, or being so and so or so much being (in 
short, in the sense of the categories), and on the other hand (to 0£) 

..• ,·. I" 

in regard to &uv(Xj.J.tc; and tvu:Atxeta and ftrtgv, so shall we also 
undertake a conceptually sharp elucidation of ouvaJ.1lc; and 
tvteA.£xeta." 

Here we see clearly that the question concerning ouvaJ.I.lc; and 
tvt£AEX£ta is also a question about beings as such, but one that aims 
in another direction. Thus like the category question it revolves 

2. This would also be an appropriate place to discuss to U1tQpXEtv, to ~ 
cXvciYlCJ'Ic;. and to tvafxea9at U1tclpXEtV, Analyticapriora, A 2, 25al f.; compare 
De interpretatione, chap. 12f. 
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round the general realm of the question of beings, which is the only 
a uestion that fundamentally interests Aristotle. 
q Hence to 6v, beings themselves, according to their essence, must 
penn it the one discussion (in the sense of the categories) as well as the 
other (in the sense of OUVaJ.Ltc; and tvfp"(Eta}--indeed, not only permit 
but perhaps require. The ~~~ssion of OUVaJ.Ltc; and tvfp"(Eta is there­
fore a questioning about beings aimed in a specific_u<!~r~?C~On and 
differentiated from the question of the ~tegories. Yet th~~~tioning 
of what beings are _i:!!~?far as they are beings-n to ov it 6v-this 
questioning, as Aristotle often points out (for example, Met. r I and 
2 and E 1),3 is the most proper form of philosophizing (npcimJ 
'tA.oao,{a). Since this questioning is directed at the 1tp6moc; 6v 
( oi>aia), do not OUVaJ.Ltc; and tvfp"(Eta then belong to ouma? ~ 
this belonging precisely the question? Inasmuch as this question has 
not been posed, much less answered, this indicates that we have not 
come to terms with the question of be~g. 

To inquire into OOV(lJ.l.tc; and tvfp"(Eta, as Aristotle proposes to do 
in our treatise, is genuine philosophizing. Accordingly, if we ourselves 
have eyes to see and ears to hear, if we have the right disposition and 
are truly wilting, then, if we are successful, we will learn from the 
interpretation of the treatise what philosophizing is. We will in this 
way gain an experience with philosophizing and perhaps become more 
experienced in it ourselves. 

The treatise on OUV(lJ.l.tc; and tvtp"(Eta is one of the ways of ques­
tioning about beings as such. Aristotle does not say any more here. 
Rather, after the sentences we just read (1045b35fT.), Aristotle pro­
ceeds immediately to more closely delimit his topic and to delineate 
the course of the whole inquiry. 

Aristotle does not say any more. But it is enough, more than 
enough, for us-we who come from afar and from outside and who 
no longer have the ground that sustains this inquiry. I~ i~ !Jl_Off: !b~.n 
enough for us ~_o_h~~e t?e~n Jr_llin~_~_indiscrimin~_!_t: philoso_p~jcaJ 
\Cholarship and who conceal our philosophical impot_e~~~il! clever 

--------- - . ·- . 

l See the passages in other of his writings where !tpcim'J ~V..oo~{a is 
mentioned in Bonitz's Commentary, prologue, p. 3f. 
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industry. What we need is a brief pause to reflect on what is said here 
Tntiieannouncement of the treatise's realm of questioning. We want 
to see more clearly what Aristotle asks about and how this questioning 
is worked through. 

§ 2. The manifold of the being of beings 

Beings are said and addressed sometimes in the mode of categories, 
an<!_sometimes in that of SuvaJ.w;-tvtp-yEta; thus in a dual way, 
Stx<i>c;, not f.lOV<:!Xcil<;. not in a single and simple way. What is the 
origin of .this distinction? What is the justification for this twofold 
deployment in the address and saying of being? Aristotle offers no 
explanation or reason for this, neither here nor elsewhere. He does 
not even so much as raise the question. This differentiation of the ov 
is simply put forth. It is somewhat like when we say that mammals 
and birds are included in the class of animals. To ov A.tyEtat to 
j.ltv-to St. Why are beings deployed in such a twofold way? Is it 
because of the beings themselves that we have to give this dual account 
of beings? Or are we humans the reason for it? Or is this solely due 
neither to beings themselves nor to us humans? But then to what is it 
due? 

As soon as we probe, albeit in but a general way, into the realm of 
the question of beings, we find ourselves once again in obscurity. But 
our perplexity increases further in that we are not permitted to remain 
content with the mere either-or: beings are said either in the manner 
of the categories or in the manner of Wvaj.Ltc; and tvtpyeta. Aristotle 
himself apprises us of yet another way in the beginning of the tenth 
and final chapter of this very treatise.4 (With this chapter, the treatise 
reaches its proper end; indeed, the whole of Aristotle's philosophy 
attains its "highest point.") Chapter ten begins: 

bt£l at to ov Atyt:tat Kal to J.li'l ov to J.lEV Kata tc't ax~J.lata tci>V 

4. See the interpretation of MetaphyJics e 10 found in the 1930 summer 
semester course. 
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Ka-nnoptrov. to st Kata WvaJ.uv ~ tvfpyEtav toutrov ~ tcivavna. to 
0£ ~~.-vptO>tata ov ciA.ll~ ~ ljiEU&x; ... (105la43-bl) 

··Since the being [das Seiende] and non-being are said on the one 
hand in accordance with the forms of categories, and on the other 
hand in accordance with the potentiality and actuality of these or 
of their contrary (in short: in accordance with &UvaJ.nc; and 
£v£pyna). but the most authoritative being [das Seiende] is true and 
untrue being ... " 

Without going into detail about all that the beginning of this chap­
ter otTers that is new in comparison to that of chapter one, we can see 
one thing clearly: the passage again has to do with the folding [Fa/tung] 
of the being. The being with respect to the categories and the being 
with respect to &UvaJ.I.lc; and tv£p"(Eta are again mentioned in the same 
order. But then a third is added, namely, the true-or-untrue being. The 
being is not dually (Stxcilc;) folded but triply (tptxcilc;) foloecL Tlius the 
question of the unfolding of the being and the origin of this unfolding 
becomes noticeably more complicated; the inner interconnection of 
the three foldings becomes more impenetrable. 

And if we check carefully to see if and how Aristotle himself orga­
nizes the questioning concerning beings, then it will become apparent 
that. precisely in the passage where he specifically proposes to identify 
and fully review the folding of beings, Aristotle lists not a threefold 
folding (tptxci>c;) but a fourfold (tetpaxiil<;>. He says in the beginning 
of chaptertwo-of the treatise we' knOw' as· Book VI (E) of the Meta­
physics: 

fill..' tnd to OV to f.uti..W<; A.ty6JJ£VOV A.tytta\ noUaxcilc;. rov fv ~ flv 
to Kata cruJ.l!kl311"6<;. ht:pov at to c0c; ciA.118fc;. Kal to J.u) ov cOc; ~ 
napa tailta S'tatl ta axJ1J.lata tfl~ Katyop{~ olov to J,ltv t{, to at 
not6v. to at noa6v, to at nou, to st xotf, Kal £in ciU.o GTIJ.laiv£1 tov 
tp6xov toutov· fn napa tailta ncivta to SuvciJ,l£1 Kal tvtpyt£1;1· tn£l 
ot1 noUax~ A.tyttat to 6v, xp<i>tov ... ( 1026a33-b2) 

"But since beings that are addressed purely and simply are said in 
various ways, one of which is the being (das Seiende] with respect to 
being co-present, another is the being as true and the non-being as 
untrue; and in addition to these, the being according to the forms of 
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the categories-the what, the how, the how much. the where, the 
when, and others that signify the being in the same way; besides all 
these, the being in the sense of SuvcxJ . .U<; and tv£pyEt<x; since, therefore, 
beings are addressed in various ways, it is necessary ... " 

In addition to the three previously listed foldings, Aristotle here 
gives a _ _fourth, which he in fact mentions first-the ov Kcxta 
(J\)Il~J!11K6<;-the accidental being. I:uJ.113£~11K6<;: accidental 
[zufiilligj; this- is a remarkable translation. The translation actually 
follows the Gr~k literally; yet it does not hit upon the true Aristote­
lian meaning/fhe accidental is indeed a O\)J.113£~11K6<;, but not every 
O\)J.1P£~11k6<; is accidentaV 

The sequence of the list is different here. But this is at first of no 
consequence. More important is the way that Aristotle introduces the 
four foldings of beings, both here and in the other passages: lv JJ,tv, 
htpov M, itaf)a tauta Sf, ftt napa tCXUtCX ncivtcx--on the one hand, 
on the other hand, in addition to, besides. It is a simple serial juxta­
position without any consider!ltion of their structure or connection, 
much less their justification..__Only _one~ti:Jing.i£-Uid;_t.o ov A.tyttcx\ 
noAJ .. o:x.(J><;-beings are said in many ways; in fact, in four ways. 

Ths sentence, tO OV A.tyttcx\ 1tO~cilc;. is a constant refrain in 
Aristotle. But it is not just a formula Rather, in this short sentence, 
Aristotle formulates the wholly fund ental and new position that 
he worked out in philosophy in relation to all of his predecessors, 
including Plato; not in the sense of a system but in the sense of a task. 

-----------
• 

Our task is the interpretation of Metaphysics e, the inquiry con­
cerning OOVCXJ.ll<; and tv£py£\CX. In order that we may be in a position 
to join in the inquiry, and not just for instructional reasons, an indis­
pensable preparation is required, namely the designation and delimi­
tation of the realm of questioning in which Aristotle is here inquiring. 
The treatise itself throws some light on this matter. It begins by 
referring to another treatise which dealt with the categories. The cat-
/~go~es are founded in ~'Y<>s-they are ta 6vtcx, beings themselves. 
~w~~tion of the_<Of!!_eg~ries is a question of the 6Y:Jt o 
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·v however. is also said Kata &Uva,.uv Kat tvtpY£tav. Therefore an 
~n~estigation of this is to come next. The realm is to 6v, beings,/1\t 
first. beings are distinguished in two ways (5t:Xci>c;). later in three ways 
(tpt:X~). and finally in four ways (tEtpaxci>c;). ,Again and again Ar­
istotle says: to ov AtyEtat 7toUaxci>c;. But the juxtaposition is re-

tained. 
, The programmatic assertion of the fourfold folding of beings (E 2) 
is especially important in th~!lt ad~! I!_ more precise determination to 
the 6v here being articulated: To 6v-to ci1tA.ci>c; A.E"y6J.LEVov, the being, 
thatis.-that which is addressed purely and simply ip itself: that is to 
say. the being taken purely as itself, precisely as being; the ov it 6v, 
the being inasmuch as it is a being. 

What do we have in mind when we address beings as beings? What 
can and must we say of beings when they are considered solely and 
specifically as beings? We say: The bein~hat makes beings beings 
is being. Thus when Aristotle speaks of the variety of the folding of 
beings as beings, he means the manifold of the folding of the being 
of beings. Being unfolds itself. 

Chapter seven of Book V (.:1) of the Metaphysics makes it absolutely 
clear that Aristotle is referring to the being of beings. Book V is by 
no means constituted of a single investigative treatise. It is rather a 
compilation of the various meanings of some basic concepts of phi­
losophy. Chapter seven enumerates the different meanings of 6v, 
namely the four that we just became acquainted with in E 2. Here in 
li 7, they are again presented in a different sequence. 

The chapter begins (1017a7): to ov AtyEtat ... In introducing 6v 
according to the forms of the categories, Aristotle says: 6aaxci>c; yap 
Af)'Etat [tel axfiJ.lata til<; Katyopia<;, H.) toaamaxci>c; to ElVa\ 

GllJ.LaivEt. "For as the forms of the category are said in various ways, 
~0 being has various meanings." Incidentally, ti Kanwop(a is an 
Indication: the singular here signifies the preeminent saying of the 
being [dus Seiende] in every individual assertion about this or that 
being. The category: the saying of being in the assertion (MSyo<;) of 
beings. To Eivat is found instead of to 6v in the cited sentence; that 
is: to ov is understood in the sense of to ov ti 6v. And it is the same 
With the remaining modes of ov: fn to Eivat <nlJ.laivEt Kat to fanv 
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ott liA118tl; (a31, a passage of great importance that we cannot go 
into at this time). "Furthermore, being signifies 'is' in the sense of 'it 
is true."' Just as we too say something is so-in emphasizing the "is," 
we mean to say: it is in truth so. Here then the concern is with the 
being of being true. Finally, the ov as MvaJ.U<; and tv£pyeta is intro­
duced (a35f.): fn tO ElVat OTJJ.la{VE\ teal. to OV 'tO JlEV OUVciJ.lEt 
fP1lt6v), to o'tvtEA.Exdc;x; "Furthermore, being also means the being 
ouvciJ.lEt as well as tvt£A£xdc;t." To dvat OTJJ.la{vet 'tO ov: being means 
the being [das Seiende] (actually being [Seiendj and not beings). Being 
(Eivat) means nothing other than the being (<'Sv) insofar as the being 
is this and nothing other. 

The realm of questioning of our treatise is the ov ft ov: beings as 
beings; but now this means being. And what is being asked about is 
a way of being that folds itself in four foldings that are simply listed 
in a row. To ov AtyEtat xoUaxcil<; means: to_~(toi> <'Svt~) 
AtyEtat xoUaxcil<;. The xoUaxcil<; ascribed to ov--arurervat refers in 
most cases to the four ~ays orbemg mentioned above, even when at 
times only two or three of these are listed: _!tQUaXcil<; = tEtpaxcil<;. 

However, ov xoUaxcil<; A£y6J.1EVOV also has a narrower meaning. 
In this case, it does not refer to the aforementioned four ways, but to 
one of them, one which again and again assumes a certain priority: 
to ov tcata tel axnJlata ni<; tcatyop{a<;-being in the sense of the 
category. This 6v, that is, dvat in this sense, is not only one among 
the xoUaxcil<; of four, it is in itself a xoUaxcil<; A£y6J.1Evov, namely, 
in as many ways as there are categories. Compare a23f.: ooaxcil<; yap 
AtyEtat [li tcatllyop{a, H.] toaautaxcil<; to elvat OTJJ.la{vet. Thus, 
this <'Sv is itself a xoUaxcil<; A£y6J.1EVov because here the AtyEtv is the 
utterly exceptional AtyEtv of the tcat11yopia which already prevails in 
any My~ whatsoever. 

The treatise of the Metaphysics that discusses the first category, 
o\xrla, and which is one of the cornerstones of Aristotle's philosophy, 
is in accord with all of this when it begins with the simple guiding 
proposition: to ov AtyEtat xoUaxcil<; (Z I, 1028a I 0). What follows 
next in the text that has been handed down, namely tca9ciJtEp 
OtEtA.6J.1E9a ... xoaaxcil<;. could not have come from Aristotle but 
was inserted later by those who attempted to paste together the indi-
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vidual treatises of Aristotle into a so-called work. The same is the case 
with the linal sentence of the preceding book.5 Thus, Book Z, with 
Sl'me justification, came to be classified in the realm of the fourfold 
questioning of ov. But the 1tollax~ with which this book begins 
refers to something else. What that is is clearly stated in the next 
sentence (all fT.): <JiliJ.a(vat yap to JJ.tv t( tern Kat t6& n. tO~ on 
rcotov ft1toaov i'l trov ciU.rov lKaatov trov o'Utro KatTtyopouJJ.fvrov. 
··for the being means on the one hand what-being and this-being, and 
on the other hand it means that it (the one just named) is of such and 
such a kind or so and so much, etc." The to JJ.fv-to Sf is arranged 
in such a way that ouma is alone on one side and the rest are on the 
other side. The 1tollax~ here refers to a multiplicity within "the 
category"; and, in fact, this manifoldness has a certain order and 
arrangement, namely the one with which we are already fam1har-the 
ordering of all the remaining categories up t.o the first (see the begin­
ning of Met. 9 1). The next sentence (Z l, l028ai31T.) paints this out: 
tocrautax~ at A£yoJJ.tvou tOU OvtO<; ~Epov on tOUt(J)V 1tpcinov 
ov to ti tcmv, 01tEp <JiliJ.a{V£1 ti'lv o\laiav. "As variously as the being 
may be said here (thus it is not a matter of a confused and arbitrary 
manifoldness, but) it is apparent from this that first being is what­
being, which means ouma." According to the above, ouma therefore 
means: to a~ 1tpcincoc; Aey6J.L£VOV-but a~ (simple) also in 
contrast to 1tollax~ in the wider sense. 

Thus we have the 1tollax~ of the various categories within the 
wider 1toUax~ (tEtpax~). The 1tollax~ as such is itself a Stx~ 
Ary61J.Evov; it is said doubly. The connection -between these two must 
be seen clearly, not only in order to get to k-now Aristotle's use of 
language but so that the Aristotelian question of ov can be conceived 
Philosophically . 

. :i. Compare the remarks of Christ on this passage (missed by Bonitz and 
Schwegler); of course, Christ does not consider, nor was it his task to consider. 
the basis of this differentiation: the narrower meaning ofrcoUaxcilc;. 
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§ 3. The equation or the differentiation of beings and being. 
Being as one in Parmenides 

We have seen that the question n to 6v-what are beings?-is the 
question t{ to Elvat, what is being? How can Aristotle equate to 6v 
and to Elva\? Why say the question is about beings (6v) when it is 
about being (Elva\)? 

Even today, we still commonly make this equation, although more 
with a sense of a hopeless confusion. Thus we speak often in philos­
ophy of being and mean beings. On the other hand, we say beings 
and mean being. Basically we comprehend neither the one nor the 
other. And yet we do understand something when we say this, even 
though everything dissolves into thin air when we attempt to grasp it. 
For example, this thing here, this piece of chalk, is a being, it "is"; we 
say this of the chalk because it, as it were, says this to us in advance. 
In the same way, my speaking now and your listening and paying 
attention are [ways of] being. We experience and grasp beings con­
stantly and with ease. But "being"? In a certain sense we understand 
this also but do not comprehend it. How then are we to distinguish 
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h two. beings and being, or even understand the relevant inner 
t ~ationship between the two, if all this has not been assimilated or 
~e r that matter even expressly questioned? 
0 

Who would deny that philosophers have been discussing beings and 
being for a long time? This equation of to 6v and to dvat, beings 
and being. has a venerable tradition. We already encounter it in 
Parmenides at the decisive beginning of Western philosophy: tel. t6vta 
and EJ.lj.I£Vat(an older Lesbian form). 1[But this equation is at the same 
time a hidden and not understood difference that does not come into 

its own.\ 
Is the'" time-honored character of this equation in itself sufficient 

indication of the lucidity of what is equated, or indeed an argument 
for the legitimacy of speaking this way? The fact that we ordinarily 
speak this way cannot be faulted. That we do so when expressly 
inquiring about beings is, however, to say the least, peculiar. Or is the 
question really not about beings at all? Yet Aristotle and the philos­
ophers preceding him certainly do ask expressly about this. Or is this 
simple questioning not enough? Is it only an initial approach that 
subsequently comes to a standstill? Being and beings-still to make a 
distinction here or even to want to raise a question, is this not unwar­
ranted, futile quibbling? Beings and ways of being we know; they 
delight and distress us, they cause us no end of anguish and disap­
pointment; and, of course, we are beings ourselves. Let us stick to 
beings. What use is being? 

Is the situation concerning the question of being somewhat as 
Nietzsche suggests (in his early period) when he says of Parmenides: 

Once in his life Parmenides, probably when he was very old, had a 
moment of the purest, completely bloodless abstraction undisturbed by 
any reality; this moment-un-Greek as no other in the two centuries of 
the Tragic Age-whose offspring is the doctrine of being-became the 
boundary-stone for his own life. (Philosophy in the Tragic Age of the 
Greeks, 1873)2 

I. Compare summer semester 1932. 
2. Collected Works, Musarion edition (ed. R. M. Oehler and F. Wiirzbach), 

Vol. IV (Munich, 1921), p. 189. 
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And was the same Nietzsche correct when in his final period he sai 
that being is "the last vapor of evaporating reality" (Twilight of th 
Idols: "Reason" in Philosophy§ 4)?3 

"Being": a thought un-Greek as no other-or indeed Greek? 
"Being": vapor and smoke-or is it the innermost hidden fire o 
human Dasein? We do not know; for that reason we are questioning 
that is, we are struggling to inquire correctly. All we know at th 
moment is that when beings are questioned at the very beginning, thi 
differentiation of beings and being exists in the form of an equati~ 
Here we must again note that to 6v actually signifies being [das Seien 
(part!cipial) and being[das Sein] (beingness). We are provisionally and 
in a general way trying to throw light upon this peculiar state of affairs 
regarding the differentiation between beings and being so that we can 
at least surmise that we are not dealing here with a meaningless and 1 

arbitrary choice of words; all the more so because language is the' 
source and wonder of our Dasein, and we may assume that philosophy 
did not misspeak at the time of its inception or when human beings 
came into their proper existence. 

To 6v =to Elvat.; beings= being. We do not call any being at all, 
for example, this thing and that thing, by the name being; we do not 
even say the being, but a being. We call it this because this is the way 
we grasp and experience it. We experience this or that being without 
further considering that and how it is a being and for this reason 
belongs among beings. This gets taken for granted, so much so that 
we are not even aware of it. 

But what do we mean by the beings, understood purely and simply? 
This and that being, the many things that are-plants, animals, human 
beings, human works, gods, all beings together, the complete itemized 
sum of individual beings-do philosophers mean this sum of individ­
ual beings when they say: beings-to 6v, to Eivat? Are then the beings 
the sum of all beings that we reach or try to reach by counting ofT 
and adding up the individual beings? Let us check. We begin to 
count-this being and added to it this being and then that and others, 
etc. And let us just assume we have come to the end. With what did 

3. Op. cit., vol. XVII (Munich, 1926). p. 71. 
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begin? With an arbitrary being. Thus we did not begin with nothing 
:: that we could fill this out by enumerating beings and thereby 
obtaining the beings.We begin with a being, and so indeed with a 
heing. How is this? At the outset, until we have gone through and 
counted. we do not yet have the beings, assuming that the beings are 
fonned by the sum. However, we begin in this way. We begin accord­
ing to plan: in order to obtain the sum through counting, we begin 
with the sum. We select a first from the sum, which, according to our 
hypothesis. is in fact the beings; of course, the sum from which it is 
selected is taken as not yet counted up and tallied. Beings have their 
sum, the number of which, however, is not yet known; it is supposed 
to be determined in the count. We proceed from the uncounted sum 
and start otT with an individual that belongs to this sum. So it is the 
uncounted sum from which we proceed to count; the sum is first. But 
that with which we start otT counting and COUf!t I!S number one is not 
at all the first. In counting beiJ1gs, ~~ pr~d fro!!l_the_ u_ncountec;i 
sum. What is_ the uncoun!~<L~I,l!llj The so and so_many. where the 
amount of tl!~_Erinci_pal_!lu~ber still rem_aif!s un~~~!Jiline<\. 

But do we really proceed from a numerically indeterminate sum 
when we count beings? Do we mean the beings, from which we pro­
ceed and out of which we select an individual, in the aforementioned 
character of numerical indeterminacy? Do we encounter the beings­
out of which we seize and select countable individuals-as numerically 
indeterminate? Do we mean anything like this, and do we take the 
beings to signify the numerically indeterminate sum when we, for 
example. say that the sciences study beings and are divided into sep­
arate regions of beings? Obviously not. Beings are in no way numer­
ically indeterminate. On the contrary, we encounter them as not at all 
~umerical and thus also not indeterminate compositions. The beings 
In no way mean for us a kind of sum, be it determinate or indetermi­
nate. 

And yet-: the beings are for us something like the collective whole. 
What do we mean by the wholeness of this aggregate? We do not 
encounter it with regard to its determinate or indeterminate sum-al­
though certainly "summarily." And we do take it this way and have 
taken it this way all along. Summarily, that is, on the whole, generally; 
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taken as whatever the single being is before any count, beyond eve 
particular or universal. When we-and this continuously occurs 
long as we exist-have beings before us, around us. in us, over u 
when we become aware of these beings. then we are seized by tha 
which intrudes and obtrudes itself on all beings from every sid 
Indeed, in the end, is it precisely this inherent obtrusiveness that cau 
us to address beings as beings, to 6v, and to say "it is," and to me 
thereby quite explicitly what we call being, to dvat? The wholene 
of the whole (beings) is the original concentration of this obtrusiv 
ness. 

Individual beings do not first yield what we call the beings by mean 
of summation; rather, beings are that from which we have alway 
proceeded when counting otT and adding up, whether or not we d 
termine the number or leave it indeterminate. The beings permit th 
countability of individual beings; the sum of these, however, does no 
at all constitute being. 

Beings, what are they? As what do they present themselves an 
present themselves to us? As that which we call being. First of all 
above all and in every case beings are being: to 6v-to £iva\. Precisel 
when we take them as beings, beings are being. This is how we un 
derstand the equation: beings-being. This equation is already th9 
first decisive answer to the question of what beings are, a respon~ 
that required the most strenuous philosophical effort, in who~ 
shadow all subsequent efforts pale. Thus at the same time we under~ 
stand: When beings as such are asked about and when beings as such 
are made questionable, then being is questioned. -

But what are beings? Now this means: What is being? The reply to 
this question is reallyjust the complete answer to the question concern­
ing beings. To be sure. And the first one we know of to have asked 
about beings in such a way as to have tried to comprehend being, and 
who also gave the first answer to the question, What is being? was 
Parmenides. 

And what is he given to comprehend when he allows beings to 
obtrude in their obtrusiveness by questioning in this way? Precisely 
this one (the obtrusive present), such that he is not able to say anything 
else, but must say: to 6v to fv-beings, they are precisely this one: 
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being: being is the one, what beings as such are. He let himself be 
overwhelmed by this one, but greater still, he withstood this over­
whelming power of the one and uttered each assertion about beings 
in terms of the gathered, simple clarity of this truth (see the later 
Antisthenes: the one and A.6yoc;. Concerning to 6v and A.6yoc;, see 
above, p. 5f.). 

Parmenides bespoke the first decisive philosophical truth, and from 
that time onward philosophizing occurred in the West. The first 
truth-not only the first in time, the first to be found, but the first 
that precedes all others and shines throughout all that comes after. 
This is no "bloodless abstraction," no symptom of old age, but the 
gatheredness of thinking overladen with actuality. Nietzsche, who so 
surely ferrets out what underlies thinking and judging, never realized 
that his entire thinking was determined by this misunderstanding of 
Parmenides. 

Ever since Pannenides, the battle over beings has raged, not as an 
arbitrary dispute about arbitrary opinions, but as a yryavtoJ..Laxta. as 
Plato said, as a battle of titans for the beginning and end in the Dasein 
of the human. And nowadays-there rC!!J.~ins but the_ wor_dj>lay_ Q_f 
ambitious and clever chaps who purport _t~~y that ~annenides' 
proposition-being is the one-is as false as it is primitiveL_t_l!_at is, 
amateurish, awkward, and hence inadequateand Qf_ljttle \V_Oflh. The 
falsity of a philosophical insight is, of course, an entirely different 
matter which we will not discuss further at this point. As to the 
primitiveness of the proposition to ov to ~v, it is admittedly primitive, 
that is, original-in the strict sense of the word. In philosophy and 
indeed in every ultimately essential possibility of human Dasein, the 
beginning is the greatest, which henceforth can never again be at­
tained: it is not only unable to be weakened and lessened by what 
follows but, if what follows is genuine, becomes truly great in its 
greatness and is expressly installed in its greatness. However, for those 
Whose actions are oriented toward progress, the original and early 
become less and less important and real, and the most recent is ipso 
lilno the best. 

hen though Western philosophy up to Hegel has basically not gone 
beyond Pannenides' proposition: to 6v to~. despite all the transfor-
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mations. this does not signify a deficiency but a superiority and indi 
cates that in spite of everything, it remains strong enough to preserv 
its original truth. · 

(But it is preserved only as long as it still provokes and sustains 
question. Nevertheless, this original truth is not that of essence; rathet· 
essence is necessarily deprived of power in it. The beginning im 
mediately becomes entangled in being as presence [actuality]; presen 
is the ineluctability [of essence] in the first breaking open.) 

Thus by now it must be clear that the equation of TO ()v and t 

Eivat is not an accidental, external, whimsical word choice but th 
first utterance of the fundamental question and answer of philosophy 

* 

Beings, what are they? What is proper to them and only them? Th 
answer is: being. Beings are meant here in the sense of beings as such 
·ev n l5v-in this n i)v. beings are, so to speak, secured and retain 
only in order to show themselves and to say how things are with them 
But we have not gotten very far with this discussion; in fact, quite th 
contrary. Being is here differentiated from beings. What are we dif. 
ferentiating? Distinguishing one being from another is fine. But bein 
from beings? . 

What sort of peculiar differentiation is this? It is the oldest dif!!r 
ence; there are none older. For when we differentiate beings from on 
another, that other differentiation has already occurreq. Without it, 
even individual beings and their being different would remain hidde_!ll 
from us. A is differentiated from B-with the "is" we already maintain~ 
the older difference. It is the ever-older difference that we have no 
need to seek but find when we simply return (to remember: 
civclfJ.VIl<n~). This oldest difference is, even more so, prior to all science 
and therefore cannot first be introduced through science and theoret­
ical reflection about beings. It is merely espoused, cultivated, and used 
as self-evident by theoretical comprehension and in this way put into 
effect in everyday speech. This differentiation of beings and being is 
as old as language, that is, as old as human beings. 

But in all this we are merely relating something about this differ-
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entiation. not comprehending it. Are we standing at the border of 
what is comprehensible? Is this difference ultimately the first concept? 
But then it must at least permit of demonstration and questioning 
precisely as to how the conceiving, that is, how the concept in its 
possibility. is determined by this boundary. Yet we ourselves know 
nothing of this. It has not yet even been questioned. On the contrary, 
we determine being the other way around-from the viewpoint of 
concept and assertion. For a long time the erroneous doctrine has 

existed that being means the same as "is," and that the "is" is said 
first of all in judgment. It therefore follows that we first understand 
being through judgment and assertion. While we are fond of appealing 

to the ancients in this connection (one of whose treatises it is our task 
to interpret here), I suggest that this errant opinion can appeal to the 
ancients only with partial legitimacy, which means with no legitimacy 

whatsoever. 

§ 4. The manifoldness and unity of being 

It is evident why Aristotle substitutes to 6v, beings, for dvat, being, 
about which he is inquiring: namely, because it stands for to ov n OV, 
being. And being is one, t.v. But does Aristotle not say that being is 

~ny a~~~~~!fari_ous~~and thus-itOMaxms~_~nd is_not this 
proposition the guiding principle--or his entire philosophy? Is he a!so 
one of those who in the end no longer understand the insight of 

Parmeni9es? It would appear so, indeed it not only appears so but 
must obviously be so if we consider that Aristotle explicitly and in no 
uncertain terms battles against Parmenides. Aristotle emphasizes at 

Physics A 3. 186a22tT.: xpo~ napJ.LEVi~llV, in relation to and against 
Parmcnides is to be said ..; A:6m~ ... \jiEU~~. his solution (to the 
question of 6v, that is,_,_ that 6v, dvat is tv) is deceptive, it conceals 

the true; that is, fl ax~ A.aJ,tpciVEl tO ()y Atye<J9at, AEyOJlfVOU 

7tol..l..ax&c;-Parmenides fails to understand the essence of being in 
that he assumes that beings are addressed ax~. purely and simply 

as the simple one, whereas they must be understood in manifold ways. 
As proof of the manifoldness of beings (being), Aristotle mentions the 
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nolla.xci><; of the categories (A 2, 185a21fT.), thus the noUaxci><; i 
the narrow sense. This is worth noting. Yet it is not as though th 
Physics does not already have the nolla.xci><; in the wider sense; see' 
r I, 200b26f., where the discussion of JciVT}cn<; is most intimately 
connected with Book A. 

Judging by what has been said, does Aristotle deny and disavo 
the first decisive truth of philosophy as expressed by Parmenides? No 
He does not renounce it, but rather first truly comprehends it. H 
assists this truth in becoming a truly philosophical truth, that is, an 
actual question. Indeed, the noUaxci><; does not simply push the 
away from itself; rather, it compels the one to make itself felt in the 
manifold as worthy of question. Those who believe that Aristotle 
merely added other meanings onto a meaning of being are clinging to 
appearances. It is a matter not just of embellish~ent but of a trans­
formation of the entire question: the question about .. 6v as N. &>mes 
into sharp focus here for the first time. Of course, it required first a 
decisive step over andagainst-Parmenides. Plato undertook this, al­
though admittedly at a time when the young Aristotle was alread 
philosophizing with him, and this always means against him. Plat 
attained the insight that non-being, the false, the evil, the transitory 
hence unbeing-also is. But the sense of being thereby had to shift 
because now the notness itself had to be included in the essence of 
being. If, however, ever since ancient times being is one (fv), then this 

1 

intrusion of notness into the unity signifies its folding out into multi­
plicity. Thereby, however, the many (manifold) is no longer simply 
shut out from the one, the simple; rather, both are recognized as 
belonging together. 

We modem chaps, with our short-lived but all the more clamor9us 
disc~veries, are hardly able any longer to assess the force of the 
philosophical effort that had to be exerted to discern that being as 
~is in itsel(many. But based on Plato's insight, it was once agam 
an equally decisive step for Aristotle to discern that this manifoldness 
of being was multistructured, and that this structure had its own 
necessity. Aristotle's pointed confrontation with Plato stemmed di­
rectly from this. Whether Aristotle's nolla.xci><; represents only a 
continuation of Plato's later teachings that the one is many (fv-
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noMci). or whether. conversely, the Platonic tv-1toUci represents 
the still-viable Platonic form of coming to grips with the already 
awakened Aristotelian 1toUax<ilc; by the elder Plato, will probably 
never be decided. 

Since the basic relationship between Plato and Aristotle is undecid­
able. every popular pseudophilology that believes that for every 
thought of Aristotle's a prototype, no matter how sketchy or far­
fetched. can be found in Plato must be rejected. When someone asks 
the inane question, From whom did he get what he says here? believing 
himself thereby to be investigating the philosophy of philosophers, 
that person has already cut himself otT from the possibility of ever 
being affected by a philosophy. Every genuine philosopher stands 
anew and alone in the midst of the same few questions, and in such 
a way that neither god nor devil can help if he has not begun to buckle 
down to the work of questioning. Only when this has happened can 
he learn from others like himself and thus truly learn, in a way that 
the most zealous apprentices and transcribers never can. 

Yet. did we not assert, during the first enumeration of the four 
meanings of being in the Aristotelian sense, that the unity of these 
four meanings remains obscure in Aristotle? We did. However, this 
does not rule out but, for a philosopher of Aristotle's stature, precisely 
entails that this unity be troubling in view of its multiplicity. We need 
only observe how Aristotle explains the 1toUax<ilc;. 

Thus he says on one occasion (Met. K [XI] 3, 1060b32f.): to~· ov 
noUax<ilc; Kat ou Ka9' fva AtyEtat tp61tov. "Beings are manifold 
and so not articulated according to one way." But he also sees im­
mediately and clearly the result that this view, when taken out of 
context, could generate, namely the dispersion of ov into many 
tp6not. a dissolution of the fv. In contrast, Aristotle states: 1tavtoc; 
toil OVtO<; 1tp0c; lv n Kat KOl vov ..; avaycoyit y(yv£tat (1 061 a IOf. ). 
"For each being, for all beings in whatever sense, there is a leading 
up and back to a certain one and common"; and at 1060b35: Kata~ 
tt Kotv6v: "to some sort of common." We are always encountering 
this cautious and (as to what the encompassing one may be) open­
ended n (of some sort). Aristotle speaks of the final and highest unity 
of being in this fashion; see 1003a27 in Met. r (IV) 1, l003a27 (and 
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many other passages): tO OV fl 6v. tO ElV<Xl as (j}U<n<; n<;-a sort of 
governing from out of and in itself. 

Accordingly, Aristotle explicitly states: Being is said with an eye to 
something that is somehowl,common 'lo all the various ways, and 
which cultivates a community-with-·thesb so that these many are all of 
the same root and origin. The 6v is so little depri1•ed of unity through 
the noUax&<; that, to ·the contrary, it could absolutely ne1•er be what 
it is without the tv. Indeed, 6v and tv are different conceptually, but 
in their essence they are the same, that is, they belong together. Aris­
totle gives precise definition to this original belonging together of the 
two. For example, in r 2 at 1003b22f.: to ov Kal to tv tauto Ka\ J.l(a 
(j)Um<; tcp aJCoA.ou9Eiv cU.idiA.ot<;. "Being and the one are the same 
and a (single) (j~Umc; (a governing); for they follow one another." What 
Aristotle means by this is that each comes in the wake of the other; 
wherever the one appears, the other is also on the scene (see the 
napaKoA.ou9Eiv in I 2 at l054al4). Likewise in K 3 at l06lal5ff.: 
~la(jltpEl ~· ouotv n"'v tOU OVtO<; avayOY'fl'lv npo<; to ov ft 7tp0<; to 
EV yiyvEa9al. Kal yap Ei llt'l tautov WJ..o ~· tcm:v, avnatpf(jl£1 yr.· 
t6 tE yap £v Kal 6v Jt<O<;, t6 tE ov tv. "It makes no difference at all 
whether beings are traced back to being or to the one; for even though 
the twOare not the same (that is, conceptually) but different, they still 
(that is, in this differing) face each other since the one is in some way 
or other being and being is one." Oneness belongs to the essence of 
being in general, and being is always already implied in oneness. 
Aristotle comprehends the peculiar character of this relationship as 
aKOAoU9£iv aA.i.:fjAOl<; (aKOAoU9T!<nc;), as reciprocal following one 
another, and as avnatpf(jiElV (avnatpo(jl'fi), as turning toward one 
another; ov and tv, so to speak, never lose sight of each other. 

It may be difficult. even almost impossible. to truly shed light on 
this relationship through the texts of Aristotle that have been handed 
down to us. But just the same it remains indisputable that Aristotle 
lets the two of them be rooted in each other. The oneness of being is 
therefore rescued not only over against its manifoldness but precisely 
for it; rescued in the sense of the word as it was understood by Aristotle 
and Plato, to let something stand out as what it is, to not let it slip 
away and be covered over by the babble of common opinion for which 
everything is equally beyond question. 
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Since to ov and to fv belong together in this way, it follows that 
).iyuat 3' i<mx~ to ov Kat to fv (I [X] 2, 1053b25). "BeiJ!8 and one 
are said in equally multiple ways." 

Jt is certainly true, one might say, that Aristotle maintained the 
primordial affinity of being and oneness; certainly, one may further 
acknowledge, Aristotle also constantly refers at the same time to the 
7tOAA.aX~· But nothing is thereby accomplished toward resolving the 
decisive question: How then is ov (Eivat) n noUax~ Aey6j.l£VOV, 
being as said in many ways, Kotv6v n, somehow held in common for 
the many? 

Is this one being [Sein] something before all unfolding, that is, 
something that exists for itself, whose independence is the true essence 
of being? Or is being in its essence never not unfolded so that the 
manifold and its foldings constitute precisely the peculiar oneness of 
that which is intrinsically gathered up? ~s being imparted to the indi­
vidu~~ modes ~_!~I! ~I!Y that J>_y this impartin_g it in fact parts it~lf 
out. although in this parting out it is not partitioned in such a way 
th~t. as divided, it falls apart and loses its authenti~ essence, its unity? 
Might the unity of being lie precisely in this imparting parting out? 
And if so, how would and could something like that happen? What 
holds sway in this event? (These are questions concerning Being and 
Time!) 

Neither Aristotle nor those before or after him asked these ques­
tions. nor did they even seek a foundation for these questions as 
questions. Instead, only the various concepts of being and "catego­
ries'' would later be systematized in accordance with the mathematical 
idea of science; see Hegel's comment in the second foreword to the 
Science of Logic: the material-is ready. 

And yet Aristotle was also clearly concerned with the question of 
the unity of the noUax~ A£"y6J,J£va. For we lind him attempting to 
respond to the question. And this attempt pressed against the very 
limit of what was at all possible on the basis of the ancient approach 
to the question of being. 

We will see and understand this, however. only when we have first 
freed ourselves from the picture of Aristotle's philosophy drawn by 
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the post-Aristotelian period up to and including our own age. The 
most catastrophic misinterpretation, fostered especially by medieval 
theology, was the following: The extremely cautious and provisional 
attempts at inquiring in the context of the truly guiding question 
concerning being were converted into primary, self-evident answers 
and main propositions of what was supposed to be Aristotle's philos­
ophy. The question of being and unity became an axiom to be dis­
cussed no further: ens et unum convertunter-whatever is ens is unum 
and vice versa. Aristotle's treatises were thereby turned into a store­
house, or better yet, into a tomb containing such atrophied proposi­
tions. 

The consequences of this complete covering over of the inner source 
which forms the basis of Aristotle's philosophy and ancient philoso­
phy in general are still evident in Kant, even though it is he who tries 
to retrieve a genuine-though not original-meaning for the afore­
mentioned teaching of scholastic philosophy. See The Critique of Pure 
Reason Bll3f.: 

In the transcendental philosophy of the ancients there is included yet 
another chapter containing pure concepts of the understanding which, 
though not enumerated among the categories, must on their view be 
ranked as a priori concepts of objects. This, however, would amount to 
an increase in the number of the categories and is therefore not feasible. 
They are propounded in the proposition, so famous among the School­
men: quodlibet ens est unum, verum, bonum. Now, although the applica­
tion of this principle has proved very meager in consequences, and has 
indeed yielded only propositions that are tautological, and therefore in 
recent times has retained its place in metaphysics almost by courtesy 
only, yet, on the other hand, it represents a view which, however empty 
it may seem to be, has maintained itself over this very long period. It 
therefore deserves to be investigated in respect of its origin. and we are 
justified in conjecturing that it has its ground in some rule of the under­
standing which, as often happens. has only been wrongly interpreted. 
These supposedly transcendental predicates of things are, in fact, nothing 
but logical requirements and criteria of all knowledge ofthings in general, 
and prescribe for such knowledge the categories of quantity, namely 
unity. plurality, and totality. But these categories, which, properly re­
garded. must be taken as material. belonging to the possibility of the 
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things themselves. have in this further application been used only in their 
formal meaning. as being of the nature of logical requisites of all knowl­
edge. and yet at the same time have been incautiously converted from 
being criteria of thought to being properties of things in themselves. 

27 

Kant knows only one alternative: to trace these determinations and 
relationships back to formal logic. However, if Kant is not understood 
in the way the Kantians understand him, and if one bears in mind 
that for Kant the original unity of transcendental apperception was 
the pinnacle oflogic, and if this unity is not left simply hanging in the 
air but is questioned as to its own roots, then it can indeed be shown 
that and how Kant for the first time since Aristotle was once again 
starting to broach the real question about being. 1 

• 

§ 5. Oneness of being-not as genus but as analogy 

All of our earlier reflections have helped to map out and secure the 
realm of inquiry of Aristotle's treatise on OOV(lf.l.tc; and tvtpyEta. So 
far we have reached the following conclusions: (I) The question of 
BuvaJ.nc; and tvtp"(Eta is a question about ov (beings). (2) This inquiry 
concerning beings is fundamentally an inquiry concerning being 
(eivat). (3) Hence the inquiry about beings can be more precisely 
determined as a question about beings as such (ov t'l ov). (4) Being is 
the primary and decisive one that has to be said of beings; it is 
precisely, then, the reason that it itself is the one (fv). (5) But at the 
same time, being is said in various ways (noUaxcilc;). (6) noUaxcOc; 
for its part is equivocal: (a) fourfold; (b) tenfold with respect to one 
of the manifold (the categories). 

Now the final question of our preliminary considerations arises: 
:_1-fow does Aristotle comprehend the unity of being as a manifold7 

Which 7toAXa:xc&;. whatsort ofmanifoldness, prevails in the chraycoyt) 
npoc; to fv, in deciding the question concerning the oneness of the 
1llultiplicity? How is being understood in all this? If we can provide 

I. Sec Kant und das Problem der Metaphysik (Bonn. 1929). 
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an answer to these questions. then we will have attained the gathered 
inner perspective for gauging the realm of the question-of the 
7tOAAa:XOlc; AEy6J.1EVOV. 

If beings are addressed in various ways, then being is articulated in 
as lllil~Y ways. Theref<?re, the word "being" has a multiple meaning: 
for ex~fl1ple, being as being true or being possible or being at_ ~~d 
or "Oeing accidental; in each of these meanings, being is referred_to. 
Or is it only the linguistic expression that the above-mentioned words 
have in common, whereas their meanings have absolutely no connec­
tion to each other? Just as [in German] the word Strauss can mean a 
bird, a bouquet of flowers, or a dispute. Here only the aural and 
written forms are the same in each, while the meanings and the things 
referred to are entirely different. Only the words are the same-a 
6J.1ot6Tf'lc; 'tOU 6v6J.1a'toc;. Does the word "being" have only this sort 
of mere sameness of name? Are its many meanings (as Aristotle says) 
only said OJlrovUJlro<;? Clearly not; we understand being in being true 
and being possible in such a way that it expresses a certain sam-eness 
in each differentiation, even though we may be unable to grasp it. The 
6ei'ng [Sein] that is expressed in the various meanings is no mere 
homonym; it implies a certain pervasive oneness of the understood 
significations. And this one meaning is related to the individual ways 
of being as Kotv6v n, as common. What then is the character of this 
Kotv6v? Is the KOtV6TJ'lc;, the commonness of the <'lv, somewhat like 
when we say, for example, "The ox is a living being" and "The farmer 
is a living being"? To both we ascribe what belongs to living beings 
in general. "Living being" is said of both of them, not simply 
6J.1rovUJ.10><; (aequivoce) but auvrov6J.1roc; (uni1•oce). We do not here 
have simply a sameness of names; the two have the name in common, 
jointly, because each concretely defines what the name means through 
this one thing (living being). The farmer is a rational and the ox a 
nonrationalliving being; in contrast, Strauss. meaning a bouquet of 
flowers, is not a kind of bird. 

What, then, is the status of the word "being" if it is not a mere 
6J.1roVUJ.10V? Is being (ov) such a auvrovuJlroc; A£'y6J.1Evov? That is, is 
being the unity of a highest genus (yevoc;) which we can get back to 
by separating out what is common from the various ways of being? 
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Aristotle says no. this too is impossible. The KOtV6Ttlc; of the ov is 
not that of a ytvoc;. Why not? 

Jn Met. B (Ill) 3, Aristotle offers a proof for this impossibility. that 
is. for the non-genus-like unity of being, and thus for the non-species­
like character of the various ways of being and of the beings referred 
to in each of these ways. It is an indirect proof; why this is so. and 
indeed must be so, has to be shown later. The proof goes as follows: 
[t is shown what would ensue were being to have the oneness and 
universality of a genus (as does living being); the result of this assump­
tion proves to be an impossibility, and therefore the assumption from 
which it proceeded is also impossible; that is, the oneness and univer­
sality of being cannot be a genus. 

Here is the proof in detail: Let us suppose that being is the genus 
for the different ways of being, and therefore for the individual being~ 
that are each determined in their being by such ways. What is a genus? 
That which is universal and common to the many and can be differ­
entiated and organized into species by the ~ddition of specific differ­
enc~. Genus is inherently related to species and thus to 
species-constituting differentiation; there is no genus in itself. For 
example. a genus is intended in the concept of living being. Plant, 
animal, human are species of this genus. It can be said of these in the 
same way, that is, in general, that they are living beings. That which 
characterizes a living being in general does not yet constitute what 
defines a human being as human. an animal as animal, a plant as 
plant, etc. In no way can the genus include things of this sort. Were 
the species-forming differentia already to be contained in it, it would 
simply not be a genus. For example, were the species-forming differ­
entia which makes the human being a species of living being-ratio­
nality-to be included in the genus living being, then we could not 
declare plants and animals in general to be living beings; were we to 
attempt this, then it would have to be equally correct to say that plants 
ar_e human. The content of the genus as such is necessarily independent, 
ol and uninvolved with the content of the species-forming differentia. • 

let us suppose being to have the character of a genus and the 
different ways of being to be the species, for example. being true and 
hcing possible. Then the true and the possible would be of the sort 
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that would have to be added to the genus "being" to form the species 
"True" and "possible" would therefore have to add something to th 
genus "being" that, up to that point, it itself is not. Yet surely the tru~ 
and the possible are not nothing at all but something: otherwise the 
genus "being" would be unable to determine them. But if they are 
something, n. then they are the kind of things to which being belongs. 
Hence, the species-forming differentiae are beings of some sort in the 
~~oadest sense, that is, something that is determined by being. There­
for~:being, wlilch is attributable to anything that is not nothing. and 
indeed even to this, already expresses the species-forming differentiae, 
the true and the possible, as something that is. But for a genus to be 
able to be a genus, it may include nothing of the content of the 
species-forming differentiae. Since being, as what is able to be said 
most universally, must include this, it cannot have the character ofa 
lijiif:YTor the many in tfie manner of a genus; and the various ways of 
being cannot be understood as species. 

-JJeing cannot be a genus, cannot be said cruV(I)VUJ.Leo<;. We can 
further extend our reflections on this proposition of Aristotle's. The 
universal, comprehended and defined as species-enabling genus, is 
usually called "concept." If being is not a genus, then it cannot be 
comprehended as a concept, nor can it be conceptualized. This is so 
not just because there is no higher genus than the genus of being, but 
also because being is not a genus at all. If the delimitation of a concept 
(6pt<J).l69 is called definition, then this means that all definitional 
determinations of being must on principle fail. If ~Jil&i~_!o~ ~o~­
prehended at all, then it must be in a completely different way. We 
will Jind this explicated in th~ ~r~at_i~e on MV<Xf..ll<; and t~tp~t~ -

The proof of the non-genus-like character of being tells us only 
which characteristics the oneness of being is not. Had Aristotle done 
nothing but work out this negative answer, it would be proof enough 
that the question of the oneness of being was a real question for him. 
Since for both the earlier and the later Plato all determinations of 
being and being itself remained ytvoc;. the Aristotelian statement of 
the problem announces a fundamental rejection of the Platonic con­
ception of being-and a decisive step closer to the essence of being. 
(Whether the cited indirect proof is itself intrinsically valid will not 
be discussed here.) 
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Being is said neither 6J.1roVUJ.100<;, nor cruvrovUJ.lco<;. And yet in each 
instance it is understood and said as ICOtv6v n; in fact, Aristotle even 
says (I 2. I 053b20f.): to ov Kat to fv Ka96A.ou KatllyopEitat J!cUuna 
n:avtrov. "Being, like the one that goes together with it, is what is for 
the most part said of the whole (for the most part in general of all)." 
It is the foremost and ultimate Katlly6pllJ.1a; indeed, as Aristotle says 
in this chapter, it is Katlly6pllJ.1a J.16vov, the most general declaration 
[ Gesagtheit] and this alone. Nevertheless, it is to be noted that Aristotle 
never characterizes being as a category, albeit that being holds sway 
in the categories; t')Katllyopia, in the sense we have already encoun­
tered (.1 7; see above, p. II). 

How then are we to understand the relationship of this most general 
one to its many different ways? Is there in fact any relationship of the 
general to the many encompassed by it which is other than the relation 
of geilusto- species aiid ·ihe particulars it unites? There is such -a 
relation. But Aristotle nowhere shows it dir~tly in the relationship of 
being to the multiplicity of ways of being; instead he turns his attention 
to a peculiar kind of meanings in language which express a oneness 
of many without being a genus for this unified many (r 2, beginning). 

For example, the word "health"; it is the general designation for 
the healthy as such. We say that someone has a healthy heart; 
"healthy" in this case expresses the characteristic of a specific condi­
tion of the body. The body is healthy because it has incorporated the 
condition that is named and because it can in general possess this 
condition (&:KnK6v). We also say that a medicinal herb is healthy, 
but we do not mean by this that the condition of the plant in question 
is not sick; rather, the medicinal herb is healthy because in some cases 
it produces health (7to\Eiv). Then again, we also say that a person has 
a healthy complexion, and we do not mean that the complexion is 
healthy and not sick-a hue can be neither healthy nor sick; rather, 
what is meant is that the complexion is an indication (OTlJ.lEiov Eivat) 
of health in the first sense. understood as a physical condition. Fur­
thermore, we say that a walk is very healthy. Here again, we do not 
mean that walking is the very opposite of sick; nor do we mean that 
l\alking is a sign of health; nor do we mean that it produces health. 
Rather, it is healthy because it is conducive to the recovery and 
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improvement of health (<!luA.a:t'tElV). Thus "healthy'' is said of tho. 
heart, of medicinal herbs, of the complexion, of walking; all four are: 
healthy, and yet they cannot be called this in the same sense. Health 
(healthiness) is predicated of many different things. And yet it is not 
the genus for the many; otherwise health would have to be predicated 
of the many in the same general way, whereas it is precisely (in contrast 
to ytv~. it is a t'tEpcoc; A£y6J.LEVOV) predicated in different ways of 
heart, herb, complexion, and walking, so much so that the meanings 
of healthiness mentioned in the second, third, and fourth places are 
each related differently to healthiness in the first sense. They neces­
sarily co-signify the first sense: medicinal herbs as bringing forth 
health, the healthy complexion as a sign of health, taking a walk as 
maintaining health. 

We can infer from this first of all that already in language itself 
there are peculiar relationships that apparently are expressed in a 
logical form. But we surmise from the kind of meaning that here 
ordinary logic surely breaks down. Language itself can in no way be 
understood logically-a fact that we are only now gradually realizing. 
We must free the categories of language from the framework of logic 
that has ruled over it since the time of the Alexandrians, prefigured, 
of course, in Plato and Aristotle. We can clarify the extent to which 
the relationships of meaning develop among themselves in manifold 
ways through yet another meaning of "healthy." When we say that a 
sound thrashing is sometimes very healthy, we are not conveying a 
fifth meaning of"healthy'' that is structurally similar to the other four 
previously mentioned. True, a sound thrashing does refer to the body; 
however, not in the sense that it fosters health. In fact, quite to the 
contrary. "Healthy" is here meant as beneficial to one's formation, 
that is, precisely not so much having to do with the body. "Healthy" 
in this sense is a metaphorical use of the meaning according to which, 
for example, we call taking a walk "healthy." 

Despite the diversity of these different meanings, they do have a 
unity. What is the character of this unity? 

Aristotle at one point briefly discusses difference and the unity of 
what differs that pertains to it-on the occasion of the delineation of 
the essence of sameness ('t<XU't6v, .1 9). He states there (1018al2f.): 
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ouiq,opa A.tyuat Q(J h£pa tan to aut6 n ovta, J.ll) J.16vov apt9J.1Ql. 
i:J)..i.. • ft Ei&t ft ytv£t ft 6:vai..oy{c;x. "Different are all things that differ 
(among themselves) while nevertheless in some way remaining the 
same. not only numerically but with regard to species or genus or 
analogy.'' In addition to the numerical unity of many different things 
and the unity of species and genus, Aristotle recognizes the unity of 
analogy. What is meant by this? 

The signification "healthy" contains a unity for different things, 
namely. the kind whereby the primary meaning-"healthy" as a char­
acteristic of one's physical condition-takes on the function of uni­
fiying the other meanings in that it lets these other meanings be related 
to itself, each in a different way. These different meanings are in 
keeping with and comply with the first, each in a specific regard. 
However, the primary meaning is not the genus of the others; there 
is absolutely no universal meaning of "healthy" that could be sus­
r:nded over the various meanings that have been mentioned and yet 
still say something. Just as a person's complexion is healthy by virtue 
of its being an indication of healthiness in the primary sense, so 
correspondingly-but not in the same way-taking a walk is healthy 
with respect to the promotion of health in the primary sense; the latter 
appears and is sustained in various relationships, and what belongs 
to this somehow corresponds to being healthy. "Healthy" does not 
directly express something about the physical condition, but the mean­
ing corresponds [ent-spricht] to it, takes it into consideration, has 
regard for it, just as we sometimes say: a request has been taken into 
consideration, it is in correspondence, it is accepted. 

This corresponding, ava).i:yEtv, is intrinsically an av~EpEtV xpoc; 
to xp<i>tov (compare r 2, I 004a25): a "carrying onto the first" of the 
meaning and securing it there. This xp<i>tov is tl; ou ta ciU.a i'IPtTitat. 
Kal ot' o Atyovtat (I 003b 17). "that upon which the other meanings 
are hinged and secured and that through which the other meanings 
can be (understood and) said." The manner of the carrying back and 
forth of the meanings to the first is different in each case. The first. 
however, is the sustaining and guiding basic meaning; it is always that 
from out of which the meaning which carries itself to it and corre­
sponds [ent-sprechen] to it is capable of being spoken. In Greek, the 
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"from out of which" is the apx* it is for this reason that Aristotle 
generally defines the essence of avaAoy{a as i.EyEtv npo<; J.l{av cipx~v 
(see 1003b5f.). This <lpx~ is that which unifies the many that corre­
spond to it, that is, the sustaining and guiding meaning to which the 
various ways of specific corresponding in each case correspond. The 
AEyE\V of the MYyO<; of the avaAoyia is the AEyE\V 7tp0<; fv-7tpMOV. 
This fv npo<; o is therefore a KOtv6v; not the simple Katv6v of the 
ytvoc; but Kotv6v n-some sort of common, that which is inherently 
there, as a mode of the same, to hold together the corresponding in 
a unity. 

This is a preliminary explanation of analogy as a mode of unity. 
We will have an opportunity at a later point to delve more specifically 
into the matter of the essence of analogy. Characteristically, Aristotle 
does not clarify here (r 2) the analogical character of being (ov) in a 
direct manner, but once again through an analogy . 

• 

§ 6. The questionableness of the analogy of being 

We wish today to conclude our preliminary considerations. It was a 
matter of delimiting in a general way the realm of questioning in which 
our treatise belongs, that is, being and the manifoldness of its modes. 
We asked in conclusion: How did Aristotle conceive the unity of being 
as a manifold, and which noUaxci><; was the leading one in the 
civay0)'11 npO<; to tv? It was necessary to show how in general a 
meaning is one with regard to the many that belongs to it: whether 
6j.l(J)VUJ.lco<; or 0'\.lV(J)vUJ..lco<;. or even (although Aristotle does not use 
this expression) civaA.oytKci><;. For ov is said neither 6J..L(J)VUJ..lco<; nor 
0'\.lV(J)vUJ..lco<; (as the ytvo<;). and yet it is said as Kotv6v. in general, 
even Ka96A.ou J..laAt<Jta 7ttlvt(J)V. How, then, is the unity of this uni­
versality of being to be conceived as a sort of analogy? The unity of 
the meanings of "health" is an example of analogy. "Being" signifies 
in a way that corresponds to the way "health" signifies. 

Now it must be shown how Aristotle establishes the unity of anal-
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ogy as that unity according to which ov, fv, and Kotv6v n belong to 
the JtoUax~ A£y6J..LEVa. The Atyta9at of this JtoUaxci><; is the 
').iyElV of avW..oy{a. Accordingly, the question arises: 1tp~ ti Atytt(ll 
tel JtoUax~ A£y6J..LEVa-with respect to what? It must be a 1tp<i>tov 
and an apxt'i. and, since what is at issue is ov, it must be the 1tp<i>tov 
ov or the ov 7tpcl>tro<; A£y6J..LEVOV. Thus what is being sought is the 
sustaining and leading fundamental meaning of ov, of being, Jq)~ o 
tel c'iUa Atyttat-with respect to which the others are said. What is 
this? 

We have evidently already gotten to know it. We need now only 
read with a more refined understanding the first sentences from 9 1, 
from which our entire introductory considerations have arisen. nepl 
~v ouv tou Jtpcl>tro<; ovto<; Kalnp~ o Jtciaat ai &.Um KatTI'YOPiat 
tOU OVtO<; av~povta\ Eipllt(l\, Jt£pl tf)<; oixrlac;.We translated it 
at that time conservatively: "[We have dealt with] beings in the pri­
mary sense .... " Now we can translate it in the following way: "We 
have dea!! ___ w~_~h the sustaining and leading fundamental meaningof 
being, to which all the other categories are carried back ( av~ovtm, 
we could- equally well say: avaA.tyovtat, are said back), ~~~~ is, 
oUoi_a." The first category is the sustaining and guiding fundamental 
meaning of being and as such the Kotv6v, which imparts itself to all 
the others so that these themselves have the meaning of being due to 
their relationship to it. But it is well to note that oixrla as this fv and 
npootov is not Kotv6v in the sense of a genus which is named and said 
of the other categories as species. Being so constituted and being so 
much are not kinds of ouma but ways of being related to it. 

Being so constituted, for example, signifies a way of being; and since 
the being so constituted is the being so-constituted of something, this 
being is related to oixrla. The being such is not, however, a kind of 
o\Jcria being, but 1tp~ touto, so much so that the oixrla is always 
said along with it (just as along with the various meanings of"healthy" 
the first meaning is included). 

We have already mentioned that Aristotle over and against Plato 
secured another ground with his question of the unity of being and 
had to critically reject the doctrine of the ideas (as ytvlt). (Insofar as 
the expressions ytvoc; and d&><; play a role in Aristotle, they have a 
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transformed meaning.) The import of this position is shown, for ex­
ample, in his handling of the question of the idea of the good. which 
for Plato was decisive. Aristotle says: There is no idea of the good, or 
better, the good does not exist as idea and highest ytvoc;. it does not 
~ave the character of an idea: for •ayaeov ioa;c&<; Atynat •<!> ovn, 
"the good is understood exactly as variously as being" (see Nico­
machean Ethics A 4. 1096a23fT.); the individual categories. according 
to which what we call good is good and can be good, are now enu­
merated: thus, for example, good in the sense of n (what-being) can 
be god or voi><;; in the sense of being so constituted it can be apen1; 
or in the sense of being at the time, Katp6c;. the right moment. And 
then he says: Of)A.ov We; OUlC av £il11COtV6v n Ka96A.ou Kat EV. "it is 
clear from this that there is no universal and one," that is, such a one 
thatwould hang over everything as the highest genus. Aristotle sum­
-inari~s this problem in a form that makes clear that the entire ques­
tion of oneness Is oriented toward the analogy of being: OUlC E<JT\V 
&pa 'tO aya96v Kotvovn icata J.L{av iotav. clllft Jt6x; &ft A.tye'tat· 
ou yap EOtlC£ 'toic; Y£ ano 't'6;c11c; 6J.LO>vUJ.I.Ot<; (1096b25ff.). "Thus the 
good is not some sort of commonality (pursuant to) with regard to 
an idea. But then in what manner is it said? For it is not like that 
which only accidentally has the same name." This thought is import­
ant in that Aristotle here states: not merely not 6J.LWVUJ.I.V but not 
6J.LWVUJ.I.V ano 't'6;c11<;. not a mere accidental homonym. This ana 
't'6;c11c; (accidentally) occurs here because Aristotle does in fact some­
times say (see Met . .1 12, 10 19b8): 'to ov 6J.LroVUJ.I.O>c; A.tye'tat-being 
is used in the sense of a homonym. This is meant first of all only 
negatively: not <JUvrovuJ.Lroc;, not as genus; and what is not 
<JUVO>VUJ.lO>c; is a 6J.1roVUJ.lO>c;. This, then, is here to be understood as 
something which nevertheless has meaning in some way or other. as 
a meaning which is certainly not <JUvrovuJ.lroc;, yet has a real unity of 
meaning. Being is not purely and simply an accidentai6J.1WVUJ.lOV, but 
a sort of one, in the sense of analogy. Hence the question: all' cipa 
ye •<!> ci4>' tvoc; eivm i'J npoc; fv anaV'ta <JUV'teA.eiv, i'J J.1clllov Ka't' 
avaM>y{av· We; yap tv <JWJ.La'tl O\jll.c;. EV \jl\);(1i voi><;. !Cal ill.o 01'\ tv 
~ (Nicomachean Ethics, A 4. 1096b27fT.). "Is it (this one) perhaps 
similar to being from one. or similar to the fact that all (meanings) 
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converge into one (as their end). or is it rather similar according to 
·analogy'? For just as the eyes are what sees in the body, so is vo\x; 
in the soul and so others in other cases ... Here the Kat' avW..Oyiav 
(according to analogy) is differentiated, by means of the comparing 
but excluding i'l-fl, from the cil!l' tv&; (from one; compare~ ou ta 
aU.a i\pTJtat, p. 33 above) and from the 1tp~ tv cruvt£A£iv (the 
converging into one). It should also be observed that in this same 
passage another concept of analogy is presented that is not identical 
to the categorial relationships (see p. 48f. below). 

However little all this may be clear in the end, we see in what 
direction Aristotle positively seeks the oneness of the 6v for the mul­
tiplicity. And thus the oneness of_the realm of the s;g oug!J.t 
to be able to be determined, that is, the how accor mg o hich the 
ov JtoUaxci>c; A.£y61l£VOV is-tv. However, we recall: Aristotle uses 
the 1tOAAa;(ci>c; in a broad and in a more restricted sense. What we 
have just now been discussing is the 1tOAAa;(ci>c; in the more restricted 
sense in which the multiplicity of the categories is meant. But all the 
categories together with the first still make up only one of the 
tnpaxci>c; within the 1t0Ua;<ci>c; in the broad sense. 

Already in the Middle Ages, on the basis of the above sentence from 
the beginning of Met. 9 I, it was concluded that the first guiding 
fundamental meaning of being in general-for the four ways together as 
well. not only for the one and its multiplicity-was ouma, which is 
usually translated as "substance." As ifbeing possible and actual and true 
also had to be led back to being in the sense of substance. They were even 
more inclined to conclude this in the nineteenth century (especially 
Brentano ), since in the meantime, being, being possible, and being actual 
had come to be perceived as categories. Hence it is a generally accep~ 
opinion that the Aristotelian doctrine of being is a "substance doctrine." 
This is an error, in part resulting from the inadequate interpretation of 
the 7toA.A.ax6>c;; more precisely: it was overlooked that only a question is 
here first of all being prepared. (W. Jaeger's reconstruction of Aristotle 
is built upon the basis of this fundamental error.) 

And so now for the first time the decisive question arises: What is 
the kind of unity in which this broad1toUax6>c; is held together (that 
is. to ov Kata ta ax~J.lata til<; Ka'tT)yopia<;. Kata MvaJ.nv fl 
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tvfpyttav, cOc; M119tc; 11 'I'Eil&>c;. Kata <ruJ.1IX~11K6c;)? Is the unity 
here also that of analogy? And if so, what then is the 7tprotov ov, 7tp0c; 
o ta tfttapa AtyEtat? What therein is the cj)mnc; nc;. that which is 
determined and governed from out of itself? Here everything becomes 
obscure. We always find only the itemizing juxtaposition. And in 
addition we find the claim: the 6v has for its multiplicity the unity of 
analogy. 
~ The analogy of being-this designation is not a solution to the beinSJ 
question, indeed not even an actual posing of the question, but the1 
~title for the most stringent aporia, the impasse in which ancient phi­
losophy, and along with it all subsequent philosophy right up to today, 
is enmeshed. ... 
• In the Middle Ages, the analogia entis-which nowadays has sunk. 
again to the level of a catchword-played a role, not as a question of1 
being but as a welcomed means of formulating a religious conviction~ 
in philosophical terms. The God of Christian belief, although the 
creator and preserver of the world, is altogether different and separate! 
from it; but he is being [Seiende] in the highest sense, the summum ens; I 
creatures-infinitely different from him-are nevertheless also being 
(seiend), ens finitum. How can ens infinitum and ens finitum both be 
named ens, both be thought in the same concept, "being"? Does the 
ens hold good only aequivoce or univoce, or even analogice? They 
rescued themselves from this dilemma with the help of analogy, which 
is not a solution but a formula. Meister Eckhart-the only one who 
sought a solution-says: "God 'is' not at all. because 'being' is a finite 
predicate and absolutely cannot be said of God." (This was admittedly 
only a beginning which disappeared in Eckhart's later development, 
although it remained alive in his thinking in another respect.) The 
problem of analogy had been handed down to the theology of the 
Middle Ages via Plotinus, who discussed it-already from that 
angle-in the sixth Ennead. 

The first and ultimate 7tp<i>tov ov. 7tp0c; o ta cilla AtyEtat, which 
is thus the first meaning for the 7tOAAa;(<i>c; in the broad sense, is 
obscure. And therefore the 7tpci>trt cj)tA.oaocj)(a, genuine philosophiz­
ing, is inherently questionable in a radical sense. All this is later erased 
by the thesis that being is the most self-evident. (This questionability 
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is a far stretch from the image that is commonly held of Aristotle 
when his philosophy is envisioned along the lines of the scholarly 
activity of a medieval scholastic or German professor.) · 

So we also do not know how the 6v as OUV<lJ..I.t<; and tvtp-yEta stands 
in relation to the other meanings or how it stands together with them 
in the unity of being. And it is precisely here that we must guard 
against manipulating things artificially in order to concoct in the end 
a smooth .. system." ltis necessary to leave everything open and ques­
tionable; only thus will we be capable of freeing and keeping alive 
Aristotle's unresolved innermost questioning, and thereby the ques­
tioning of ancient philosophy and accordingly our own. What are 
beings as such? What is being such that it unfolds itself four times? Is 
the fourfoldness at which Aristotle directs the being question the most 
original fourfold of being? If not, then why not? Why does Aristotle 
chance upon precisely this number of four? How is being understood 
in all ancient questioning such that it extends itself into the realm of 
questioning that we fmd here? 

The treatise which we have made the object of our interpretation 
stands in the obscurity in which we grope with the posing of these 
questions. And we are taking up this treatise on the basis of an initially 
unfounded conviction that precisely this treatise, when we follow it 
philosophically, lets us advance the farthest into this obscurity-that 
is to say: it forces us into the basic question of philosophy, presuming 
we are strong enough to let ourselves be truly compelled. 



Chapter One 

Metaphysics 9 1. The Unity of the Essence of ~UV<lJ.W; 

Kata Kiv11mV, Force Understood as Movement 

§ 7. Considerations for the movement of the entire treatise on 

auvaJ.uc; and £vtpY£ta 

This treatise which concerns WvaJ.uc; and tvfpyEta takes its bearings 
within the guiding question of philosophy: What are beings as such? 

It attempts for its part and in its own fashion to achieve a clarification 
of being. What course does it follow? Where does it begin? This is 
stated in the following sentences (1045b35-1046a4): 

Kal xp<i>tov 7tEpl &uvciJ,l£roc; i\ Atyt:tat JJ,tv J.uUuna KUp{roc;, oil J.n'lv 
XP'l<rlJ.lll y'tcm xp~ <> pouMJJ£9a vflv. tm x'Atov ycip tcrnv ti Wvcquc; 
Ka\ ti tvtpyEta tci>V J.16VOV AEy6JJ£V(J)V ICata rlVTIGlV. clU'Eix6vt£c; 7tEp\ 
ta\itrtc;. tv toic; 7tEp\ tflc; tvEpydac; ~lOplGJ.IOic; ~AcOOOJ.lEV !Cal 7tEp\ 
tcilv cill.wv. 

"And first (we want to treat) WvaJ.uc; in the sense in which the word 
is most properly used; admittedly auvaJ.uc; understood in this way is 

not truly needed for what we now have before us (in this treatise). For 

the WvaJ.llc; and the tvfpY£l<l (that are properly our theme) extend 

further than the corresponding expressions which are taken only with 

regard to movement." Here we are implicitly to think along with this: 

we are first dealing only with WvaJ.uc; in its usual most readily avail­

able meaning. "But after we have dealt with this, we want to open up 

the others (namely. the more far-reaching meanings of auvaJ.Hc;) in 

our discussions of tvtpyEta." 

These sentences are of decisive importance for understanding the 
point of departure and the inner workings of the question which the 
treatise as a whole poses. We first learn quite generally: WvaJ.uc; and 

tvfpY£l<l are, on the one hand. J.UXAlcrta KUp(ooc; A.£"(6J.1£Va-under-
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stood most prevalently-but then, on the other hand, tm xA.Eov---ex­
tl!nding further. First taken according to how they are commonly and 
predominantly understood, thus according to how they are first of all 
understood at any given time. But how exactly? Answer: Kata 
Kivncnv (ti Kata ldVT)cnv AEyOJ.ltVT)}-with regard to movement. How 
is this to be understood? 

When we regard movements, we encounter what moves. And then 
we speak (without further ado) of forces which move what moves, 
and likewise of activities at work and in work (fpyov). The Greek 
"fpyov" has the same double sense in which we use the German Arbeit 
(work): (I) work as occupation, as when we say, for example, "He 
didn't make the most of his working time"; (2) work as what is 
diligently worked upon and gained through work, as when we say, 
"he does good work." 'Evtp)'Etal are the activities, the ways of work­
ing (fpya in the first sense), which are occupied with work (fpyov in 
the second sense): the ways of being-at-work. It is necessary to hear 
this double sense: precisely to be caught up in enactment and so to 
have something to produce. When we encounter what moves, we 
speak of forces and activities which are themselves related to move­
ment. to the moving of what moves: Katci ldVT)cnv. In what follows, 
lh)vaJ.nc; Kata ldVT)cnv is to be defined. The Kata implies an inner 
reference to &UvaJJtc; itself. Kata A.EyoJJtVTI means then: being in this 
way and therefore addressable in this respect as well. 

But now it must be noted: We speak of forces and activities in the 
plural (Buv<lju:tc;, tvEpydat); there are many kinds of such forces and 
activities which indeed correspond to the many kinds of beings that 
move. and which, like these beings, are also present. But over and 
against these present forces and activities there is tm iliov: t1 BuvaJ.ltc; 
K"al it t.vf.pyEla-the BUVaJ.ll<; and the tvtpytla, in the singular, stated 
simply and understood singularly, uniquely. We translate tm xA.Eov: 
the OUVUJ.ll<; and tvtpyEla, taken singularly, extend "further." This 
means: over a broader realm. And yet this cannot then mean that 
nut side the circle of what moves we would find still other forces and 
activities as well. Instead, the BuvaJ.ltc; and the tvtpyEta in the ~ingular 
mc<~n a nAtov in the sense of something higher and more essential. 
~\Jval..ltc; and tvfpytta tm xA.Eov do not therefore signify simply an 
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extension of the realm of applicability but rather an essential trans­
formation of the meaning and thereby, of course, a fundamentali 
furthering of the reach of this meaning. This E1tt 1t'Ai.ov is ~ 
jX>uA.6JJ.£9a.-that which we want above all to expose. And j~J~U.h. 
exposition of ~uvaJ . .uc; and tvfpY£ta tm Jt'Ai.ov is the decisive, !'asi 
~ery of the entirety of Aristotelian philosophy; ouvaJ..uc; andj 
tvfpY£ta, taken singularly, obtain for the first time through phil<>-j 
sophical inquiry an essentially other, higher meaning. , 

This meaning arises from within a philosophical inquiry. But this 
inquiry takes place under the guiding question: 't{ to ov n 6v-what

1 

are beings as such? The essential meaning of WvaJ.Ltc; and EVEpY£UI 
arises therefore, to state it now negatively, not Kata KiVTI<nv-not 
when we let what moves be encountered as present and notice as well 
what is also commonly present along with it-that is, not when th~ 
present being that moves is seen as referring to a moving present force,J 
nor conversely, when it is seen from out of this force. And so Aristotl. 
says at a later passage (chap. 3, 1047a32): ooni yap [Tt] tvfp'Y£ 
J.LaAt<rta 'it ldVll<nc; eiva~:-Ifi()Vement appears to be something lik~ 
a ~ing~at-wor!\The most obviously general character of ldVll<nc;. 
tvfpyitalro wn'at extent? Where something is in movement wed 
say: here something is underway, something is afoot, at work; here i 
an activity. 

The essential meaning of WvaJnc; and EVEpY£ta, on the contrary 
is not rendered Kata KiVTI<nV, or, stated more carefully, is not ren 
dered Kata ldVll<nV J.L6vov-not only with regard to movement. Ho 
is this to be understood? What is meant here becomes only mo 
obscure if we consider that Aristotle achieves this essential meanin 
of WvaJ.nc; and tvfpY£ta precisely through a treatment of ldVll<n 
with a view toward movement. This is shown quite unmistakably i 
his investigation of KiVTI<nc; (Phys. r 1-3). 

* 

The horizon of questioning for this inquiry into OUVUJ.Ltc; and tvEpyrul 
is being and its unity in JtOA.Aaxcilc;. The unity of being is set forth as the 
unity of analogy. The unity of horizon and the interpretation ofbeirig get 
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lost in obscurity. Since: ( I) The essence of analogy is not properly 
clarified. ( 2) The analogous character is not demonstrated but rather only 
illustrctted by means of the analogy "healthy" and other things like this; 
it is not shown in what manner the fourfold divided being is to be unified 
in correspondence to one dominating and guiding meaning. (3) It is not 
shown which meaning among the four this is. (4) It is not shown why 
being is divided into a fourfold. (5) It is not shown why it must have the 
unity of analogy, nor why only the indirect proof of Met. 8 3 can be given 
for this. (6) Neither is it shown that this horizon of the inherently 
analogous being is necessarily the most far-reaching and why this is the 
case. (7) The problem of a transcendental horizon is not here at all-the 
understanding of being as such is not seen; there is only the juxtaposition 
of A.6yoc; and 6ptOJ.L6c;, of ldVllc:ru; and napoucria, of tV..oc; and so on.) 

(To what extent, then, is the characteristic of being as noUaxcOc; 
A..Ey61.u:vov an essential one? Does this state positively that being is 
inherently multiple'U.s itmu.ltiple in itself or for _us10r is it neither of 
these but rather more originally, in its essence, __ \Vhich w,ould still 
pertain, of course, to both of the above? The noUaxcOc; is thus a 
symptom of disempowennent: essence undergoes corruption [ Wesen 
verwest), and for this reason being consists in a ~J,!:~nt" multiplicity; 
th!s mtlltiplicity as such remains misunderstood and "Unquestion~.) 
-fOur interpretation commences with the question, How does Arjs­
totle characterize the point of departure and the inner workings of his 
~nquiry concerning MJV(XJ.ltc; and tvfpyEta'!JNe now have the follow­
tog distinction: MJV(XJ.ltc; and tvfpyEta in their most usual meaning, 
which have at the same time a plural form, and then in addition a 
furtlier, that is a higher and more essential, meaning, which can be 
used only in the singular. From this emerges a double difficulty. The 
ordinary meaning is used Kata ldVll<nV J.16vov: the forces found al~g 
With present movements. This meaning is for the proper aim of the 
mquiry ou XPTlmJ.I.ll. trot needed-and yet it is precisely these [Q~s 
which are dealt with so extensively. The essential meaning of OUV<XJ.ltc; 
'
1nJ E:vtpyEta is ou Kata ldVll<nV, not the current meaning understood 
with a view toward movement-and yet this meaning again becomes 
the issue precisely in the context of the inquiry into ldVll<nc;. the 
Phenomenon of movement. 
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Then is the singular meaning of OUV<XJ.U~ and £v£pyEta nevertheless 
not to be taken Kata KiVTJmv? Certainly not. For to question Kat!£ 

KiVTJ~V and to take ouvaJ.U~ as Kata KiVTJmV is f~n~amentally dif­
ferent from questioning Kata ICl.vij<JEO><; (genitive). from asking 
whether OUV<lfll~ has anything at all to do with mcH'ement as such-not 
only to ask to what extent does any ouvaJ.U~ whatsoever move what 
moves and bring about movement, but whether movement as such is 
determined by OUV<XJ..Ll~. Let us take an example which Aristotle often 
uses: When a house is built, all sorts of things are in movement. Stones 
and beams are laid upon one another, coming together to form the 
work. Forces and activities are also at work here. If we look upon 
this movement as a whole and discern the activities and forces which 
are here present. we are then viewing Kata KiVTJmv and so also 
perceiving O"uvciJ.tEt~. those things which are also present along with 
what moves, namely, along with those present beings in movement. 
But we are not viewing here movement as movement, not viewing 
ICl.VOUJ.l.EVOV ti ICl.VOUJ.l.EVOV; we are not asking what moved-being as 
such would be. We are not taking the ICl.VOUJ.l.EVOV as ti {}v, and we 
are not taking the KiVTJm~ as ti dvat. We are not dealing Kata 
ICl.vij<JEro<;, with movement, so that it as such is the theme. To question 
in this fashion would be to ask about dvat, being, and thereby about 
OUV<XJ..Ll~ and tv£p-yEta, but in a completely different sense (Em nAtov). 
If, accordingly, in this treatise OUV<XJ..Ll~ and tv£p-yEta tm nAtov are 
supposed to be the theme of the inquiry, this does not then exclude 
that KiVTJm~ remain in view; on the contrary, it must remain in view 
but not Kata Kivflmv. 

And yet the inquiry is supposed to treat ouvaJ.u~ first Kata KiVTJmV. 
And not only this, it is to treat OUV<XJ..Ll~ Kata KiVTJmv despite this ou 
J.l.l)V XPTt<rlllfl (0 I, 1045b36)-not truly needed for what the treatise 
properly intends. A remarkable method for an Aristotle whose rigor 
and acumen remain unrivaled by all subsequent investigative philo­
sophical questioning. with the exception of Kant. 

We now have the following state of affairs: OUV<XJ..Ll~ Kata KiVTJmV 
is being dealt with despite its not being needed for the clarification of 
OUV<XJ..Ll~ Kata ICl.Vll<JEffi<;. The discussion concerning OUV<XJ..Lt~ Kata 
KivflmV will indeed then have to be in some sense a preparation for 
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the proper inquiry. What results in reference to this WvaJ.uc; is, how­
ever. not needed for the ouvaj.uc; in its essential meaning; it does not 
constitute a determinant element of this WvaJ.uc;. And yet the inquiry 
is n1)netheless useful and helpful. One may therefore by no means 
interpret and translate ou XPll<rlJ.lll as pointless or useless, but rather 
as not needed, inapplicable, not to be t~kEn over into the essential 
concept. Precisely because the ouvaJ.uc; icatci !dvll<nV is inapplicable 
but still ouv(lJ.ltc;, and on the other hand generally oriented toward 
KtVll<nc;, precisely for this reason is the inquiry regarding it useful for 
what is here decisive. In stepping away from this ouvaJ.ltc;, the step 
toward ouv(lJ.ltc; em nAtov is accomplished. From it, the leap to tnt 
1tAi.ov can be achieved. 

But if OUV(lJ.ltc; Katci !dVIl<nV is in this way helpful, then why is the 
inquiry not designed so as to proceed from OUV(lJ.ltc; in its usual sense 
to ouvaJ.uc; in its essential meaning? Aristotle proceeds otherwise; he 
says, in fact, explicitly (1046a3): OUV(lJ.ltc; in its essential meaning is 
first to be dealt with tv toic; nept tftc; tvepydac; OlOptaJ.l.Oic;-first in 
the discussions concerning EvEpY£ta. Thus he states at the beginning 
of chapter six (1048a25f.): tnd ~ nEpt tftc; Kata ldVIl<nV AeyOJ.lEVIlc; 
ouvaJ.lEcoc; etp11tat, nept tvEpY£{ac; otopiOWJ.lEV. "Now that OUV(lJ.ltc; 
K:atci !dVIl<nV (ouvaJ.ltc; in its usual meaning) has been dealt with, we 
want to take up the inquiry concerning tv£py£ta." Does the advance 
from the first point of departure via &uvaJ.ltc; as it is ordinarily un­
derstood occur in such a way that from it a transition is made to the 
essential tv£pY£ta? That is not what is said here. The possibility 
remains that the movement in the subsequent sections proceeds as 
follows: originating from WvaJ.ltc; · Katci ·KiVtio{v,' advancing ·to' 
£v£pyEta Katci !dVIl<nV, passing over to the tv£pY£ta Katci n~oecoc;, 
and proceeding to the WvaJ.ltc; Katci n~oecoc;. 

This would be a characterization of the inner movement of the 
inquiry: presumably this is required by the matter itself. Whether this 
is the· case is something we will have to decide only as the matter is 
hrought closer to us. A further question remains as to whether this 
Inuvcment can be carried out in actuality with such a separation into 
11ll..lividual sections. And if not, why not? 

However the movement may be in actuality, at this point it is not 
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easy to comprehend why the inquiry into ~uva).w; and tvtpyEta takes 
as its point of departure ~uva1.uc; at all. Because it belongs to ta l')).liv 
"(VcOpt).la (cf. Z 3, near the end)? Only for this reason? Enough-we 
shall now pursue the point of departure. 

Still one more prefatory remark is needed. The ouv<ijJetc; Kata 
ldVIlatV are the present forces of which we speak when we are confronted 
by whatever moves. If these &.lvcl).lac; are now to be dealt with, then this 
is so not in the sense that Aristotle simply attempts to establish which 
&.lvcl).lnc; actually occur; rather. it is to be asked what &.lvci).l£tc; as such 
are: to be asked 1tEpt &.lvci).l.£(0<;. This preliminary inquiry also asks about 
a being as such and is therefore philosophical. It is not as if the philo­
sophical inquiry first begins only where 1't ~Va).ltc; Kat 1't £vtpyE:ta btl. 
7tAtov (in their essential meaning) make their way into the discussion . 

• 

The relationship of ~Va).ltc; and tvtpyE:ta Kata ldVIl<nV to 1') ~Va).ltc; 
and 1't tvtpyna which are em ili.ov, this transition, is not simply the 
exchange of one for the other, but is rather originally one, a project with 
its foothold in ~va).ltc; Kata ldVIlmv and EvEp"fEW Kata ldVIlmv. (This 
transition is thus neither a mere extension nor an abstract universaliza­
tion, but the transformation of the question that proceeds from ld~ 
to a question about something that is to be accounted for from out Qf 

itself, that is, on the basis of the essence of being aS what is indissociable 
fro~J!l But then why does the in9Uiry ~9-~. e 6 rr?_!ll ~Va).ltc; Ka~ 
JdV'IlatV directly to EvEp"(Eta £1d ili.OV and to the corresponding 
~Va).ltc; £t£prol;? Which EvEp"(Eta corresponds to the ~Va).ltc; Katei 
ldVIlmv? "EvtpyEta Kata ldVIlmv-what could that be? 

§ 8. A subgroup of two metaphorical meanings: ~Va).ltc; with 
regard to the geometrical; ~uvat6v and aouvatov with 

regard to assertion 

How does this preparatory inquiry of Aristotle concerning the ~UV«).l!J; 
Kata ldVIl<nV now look? For the Greeks. ~Va).ltc; is used in its 
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ordinary meaning when one speaks, for example, of&uvciJ,L£tc; KalJt£~1'1 
KO:l i1tmK1'1 Kal vaunJ01, of military forces (either by foot, on horse, 
or by sea). or when one talks about the healing power of a plant, or in 
the: expressions Suvaa9at (to have a power) and uJttp WvaJ.I.lV (be­
yond the power): this is the primary understanding of WvaJ.uc;. The 
discussion begins at 9 I, 1046a4-ll: 

{rn v.tv ouv 7toUaxcix; Atyttat 1'1 Wva,.nc; Kal to Wvaa9at, Sullpunat 
t'lJ.iiV tv cillotc;. toutrov S'ooat J.1h' 6J.1roVuJ.lroc; Atyovtat [no comma, 
H.) Ka9cl7tt:p tv Y£(J)j.l£tpit;t· [here a semicolon, H.] Kal Suvatci Kal 
ciSuvata AtyoJ.lEV tcj> £iva{ 7troc; i\ 1-11'1 dvat. ooat lit 1tp~ to airto d~ 
naaat cipxa£ nvtc; dm, Kalxp~ xpclm'Jv Jl{av Atyovtm. T\ tcmv cipxt'l 
J.1£tai}DA.flc; tv IW.cp i\ n c.illo. 

"That 'force' and 'to have a power' (to be capable, to be in a position 
to) are said (understood) in many ways, this we have demonstrated 
elsewhere. Among these (many ways) we shall (now) disregard those 
which are so designated simply according to their nominal identity. 
For some (meanings of Wv<XJ,Ltc;) are said in this way according to a 
certain identity, as in geometry; we also speak (in the sense of a certain 
nominal identity) of being powerful or powerless, to the extent that 
something is or is not in a certain manner. And yet all the meanings 
of 'force,' which are so understood by referring back to one and the 
same aspect, all have the character of something like an origin which 
rules over and reaches out, and are (therefore) addressed by referring 
back to_ the first way of being a f~rce (or an origin)t I~i~_fln!.IDiY 
means: be~_l)s._a_!!. origin o_fS!_laJ!g_e (a _ruling over and reaching out for 
change>Tn another or to the extent that-ltfs another:{·----- ... 

Aristotle begins with a remark on .the ambiguity of 8-6v<XJ,Ltc; (which 
had already been dealt with elsewhere-a 12). Then the two main 
groups are divided: ooat ~ (a6)---{)aat 8t (a9). The first group 
comprises the meanings which are so called because of a certain nom­
inal identity. The second group pertains to the meanings of 8-6v<XJ,Ltc; 
which are connected in an appropriate and unitary way because they 
hold one and the same basic meaning. 

The first group shall be left aside for the inquiry in Book e. There­
fore we. too, want to pursue this only to the extent necessary to see 
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what is thereby excluded from this inquiry into OUV<XJ.I.tc; Kate\ 
ldVTtmv. Briefly stated, what is to be excluded are those meanings 
which belong to OUV<XJ.I.tc; OJ.lOOVUJ.lox;, AEyOJ.lEVTl. to the meaning of 
force which is stated in the sense of nominal identity. Aristotle cannot 
mean here OJ.lcOVUJ.la cin:o n>x11c;. that is, meanings which are desig­
nated only accidentally by the same word but which otherwise have, 
in terms of their content, nothing at all in common. On the contrary: 
OJ.10t6't'Tlti nvt Atyovtat-on the basis of a certain identity, a resem­
blance, namely in the matter. But despite this it is once again not the 
relation of correspondence which essentially holds the various mean­
ings of the second group together. Or stated more cautiously, it is not 
the kind of "analogy" which we have heretofore been acquainted with 
(n:p<)c; n:p<irtov fv, cf. p. 33fT.). 

Aristotle knows still another form of analogy, although he does not 
differentiate between the two forms with a specific designation. This 
was introduced later by medieval scholasticism, which calls the one 
form of analogy which we already know analogia attributionis----cor­
respondence in the manner of an allocation to a first guiding meaning. 
An example of this would be "healthy." The other is the analogia 

proportionalitatis----correspondence in the manner of a likeness of pro­
portion; for this, see Nic. Eth. E 6, 1131al0fT. (concerning oitcatov, 
what is just). Or see Nic. Eth. A 4, 1096b28f.: We; yap tv OcOJ.lan6~ 
tv 'I">Xfl vo~. "As vision is to the bodily eyes, so (correspondingly) 
is mental perception (reason) to the eyes of the soul. (6J.1J.1a Tftc; 'I">Xli~ 
eyes of the soul, Nic. Eth. Z 13, 1144a30). Accordingly, in the corre­
spondence a transfer occurs from the proportionality between the eyes 
and vision in the physical onto the proportionality in the mental--a 
transfer: a J.1Et~pci; every "metaphor" is an "analogy" (but not in 
the sense of an analogia attributionis). Eye and eye mean here some­
thing different. but this is by no means a mere accidental and un­
founded identity of the name, but rather a certain correspondence 
(OJ.1ot6't'Tlc; nc;) in the matter [Sache]. 

It is in this sense that ouvaJ.ltc; is being used here, and Aristotle 
refers to such a meaning in the first group (Met. e I, 1046a6-8). It 
should be noted that he speaks in the plural: 6oat J.lEv, fvtat yap­
under the meanings used OJ.lOOVUJ.lox;,. in a certain nominal identity, 
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there is a plurality. Plurality: this implies that OuVat6v and aouvatov. 
which are derived from WvaJ..llc;, are also used in a multiple sense­
that is. not only in geometry but rather also in a wider, more encom­
passing region. one which includes geometry. 

Back to the text. Already by translating I have indicated how the 
text is to be understood. Considered extrinsically: the comma before 
Ka8a7t£p must be crossed out, and a semicolon is to be placed after 
yEWJ.I.E'tpic;l instead; Schwegler already read this passage thus, even if 
he did so without giving a specific reason.• By doing this we achieve 
what is demanded by the matter itself, namely, two sentences; the first 
says (a7): in geometry Suv(XJ.I.tc; is used metaphorically; the second says 
(a8): Suvata and aouvata are also used metaphorically. Not only 
does the matter which is to be treated later require that it be read this 
way; we clearly have in the parallel discussion at A 12 the same 
division, only in the reverse order. A 12, 1019b33/34 corresponds to 
the sentence ate I, 1046a7. Here it clearly states: Kata J.1£'t~pav 
~ 1'1 f.v 'tfl "'(EWJ.l£'tpic;l AfyE'tat OUV(XJ.I.tc;; I 046a8 corresponds to the 
thorough discussion in A 12, 1049b23-33. Both subgroups of Suv(XJ.I.tc; 
OJ.I.WVUJ.I.W<; A.cyoJ.ttVTI and the accompanying &uvat6v are summed up 
in A 12. 10 19b34f.: tairta !Jlv ouv ta &uvata-the &uvat6v of 
SuvaJ.I.tc; qua power also belongs to this, see below---ou Kata 
SUvaJ.I.tV. to fill in: 'ti'lv Kata ldVllOlV A£yoJ.ttVTiv. What is now con­
cretely meant by these subgroups of Suv(XJ.I.tc; ou Kata Suv(XJ.I.tV which 
differ in this way but which are all at the same time excluded from 
MvaJ.I.tc; Kata ldVllmv? 

The group which is mentioned frrst in e I (1046a7) is the genuine 
metaphorical meaning of OOV(XJ.I.tc;, namely (in Latin) potentia, "power," 
the power of a number, for example 3 squared (3 x 3). And in fact, in 
Greek mathematics it is not the arithmetic proportions which are so 
designated (9 is the power of 3, for instance) but rather the geometrical 
Proportions. According to tradition, this usage of OOV(XJ.I.tc; was suppos­
edly first introduced by Hippocrates ofChios (around the middle of the 
lirth century; not the physician). A square constructed over a certain 
length and in keeping with this length is the OOV(XJ.I.tc; of this length. The 

I. Vol. 4, p. 157. [See Editor's Epilogue for source.) 
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OUV<XJ.nc; as power is the square; thus 32 = 3 squared. Accordingly, the 
OATl OUV<XJ.ltc; of the hypotenuse in a right triangle equals the OUV<XJ.I.tc; of 
the other sides. What led to this meaning of OUV<XJ.I.l~ is neither clarified 
nor supported by evidence. We could assume that ouva.,u~ is here named 
as that for which a length has the power out of itself and for itself, that 
is, what a length is capable of. what it yields out of itself for the 
construction of a geometrical figure. a spatial form; OUV<XJ.I.l~ here means 
what can be done with something in the broadest sense. which is not for 
this reason insignificant. (Plato, as well, already knew of this meaning of 
OUV<XJ.lt~ in the sense of a square, as in Rep. 587d and Tim. 31. also Theat. 
147d.r 

For our purposes, it is important only to see why this meaning of 
OUV<XJ.I.t~ is excluded from the discussion, namely, because it is not 
Kata 'ldVll<nV. It is not Kata 'ldVll<nV because it cannot be accorc:liq 
to its essence. Here it is a matter of lines and spatial forms, ofypaJ.i.JUI( 
and <JXTIIJ.ata; these, however, according to Phys. 8 2 ( 193b22fT.) ue: 
xoopu:na Ktvt1~ av£U Ktvrl<JEro<;-without movement, and th~ 
fore also without rest. They are completely outside movement and 
rest. 

This applies also to the second subgroup of OUV<XJ.I.t~ OJ.I.OOVUJ.I.~ 
AeyOJ.I.fVTl, and of the accompanying OUVatOV Kat clOUVatOV. ~ 
is meant by this is said at Met. 9 1, 1046a8: Kat OuVata Kat clOUVatfJ 
Atyoi.I.£V tcp Eiva{ Jtro<; ft 1.1.1'1 dvat. "We also speak this way ot 
'powerful' and 'powerless' to the extent that something is or is not in 
a certain manner"; thus with reference to certain being or non-being. 
To be sure, this short sentence taken in itself is not understandable. 
We turn once again to the parallel treatment at .::1 12 for help. Here 
Aristotle gives an example of what he means. and in fact one froiD 
geometry; of course, this may not be taken as though the enigmatic 
meaning of ouvat6v--<i0uvatov can likewise be restricted to the 
geometrical and the mathematical. as is the case with the concept of 
''exponential power"; this is not the case, and for this reason the 
Ka9aJt£p tv y£ro1.1.£tp£c;x may not be connected to ouvata Kat 
aouvata, as is so often done. 

2. See Ross. vol. I. p. 322. [See Editor's Epilogue for source.] 
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At this point we know only that the &uvat6v---QO\lvatov, and so 
the accompanying concept of OUVaJ.w;, is not Katel KiVTIOlV, but 
neither is it Katel tel J.1a9rJJJ.anKci, tel aldvnta Ka0' ai>tci. And so 
the question is raised: Katel ti tO ouvatov AtyEtat-how are we to 
understand the meaning of "powerful" cited above? 

We find the answer through an interpretation of the lengthier pre-
sentation at 0 12, 10 19b29-30: 

rtauvatov !lEv ou to tvavtiov ~ civayiCll~ W..T)O£.;, otov to tt'lv 
ouij.1Etpov aUjlj.1£tpov dvat clcSuvatov. 6n \jiEUOO~ to totoiltov. ou to 
tvavtiov ou j.16VOV OAT)9t~ aJ.J.iJ. Kal civci'yK'T) aaUJ.ljl£tpov dvat· to 
apa a\ijlj.1£tpov ou J.16vov \jiEU~ aJ.J.iJ. Kal t~ civci'yK'T)<; ljf£i>Oo<;. to 
o"£vavtiOV tOUtQ>, tO OuVat6V, 6tav f.l.l'J cXvayKaiov TI tO tvavtiOV 
ljiE~ Eivat, olov to Ka9fta9at civOprotov ouvat6v· ou yap ~ 
av«iy~Cll~ tO jlt'J Ka9fla9at \jf£il0o<;. 

A translation which is at the same time an explanation: "Powerless 
means here that whose opposite necessarily is what it is as it is man­
ifest; for example, the diagonal of a square is powerless to have the 
same measure as the side of the square; we speak of a being powerless 
because such a thing-having the same measure as the side of the 
square-conceals, that is, it conceals the diagonal in its own commen­
surability: for it is not only directly manifest that it is, on the contrary, 
incommensurable with the side of the square. but rather it is manifest 
that it is necessarily incommensurable in this way. The determination 
of the commensurability by the side of the square is not only mislead­
ing. not only a concealing of the matter, but it conceals out of neces­
sity. But then the opposite to this, to being powerless in this sense, 
namely being powerful for ...• emerges when the opposing determi­
nation does not of necessity conceal; so, for example. a human who 
is now in fact standing has the power to sit; for the determination 'not 
sitting' does not necessarily conceal the 'what' that the human is." 

What is being said here? Two examples; one for the aouvatov. one 
for the ouvat6v. The first example comes from geometry (the diago­
nal l: the second example is drawn from the field of beings which are 
in the widest sense experientially accessible and present (an encoun­
tering human). More exactly, however, two sentences, two assertions, 
are drawn upon as examples. The first assertion states that the diag-
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onal has the same measure as the side of the square (can be measured 
by this); the other assertion states that this human is sitting here. We 
can infer from this-negatively: that the enigmatic meaning of 
ouvat6v and aouvatov is not restricted to geometrical-mathematical 
relations: positively: this meaning is somehow related to the character 
of an assertion of something about something. the an6~vm~. This 
already indicates that a thoroughgoing thematization of the meaning 
of OuVat6V and clOUVatOV Kata tTlV cl7t6c!>avmv would demand IUl 

extensive discussion of an6c~>avm~ and of Myo~ in general-concern­
ing this, cf. especially De interp. 12 and 13-but this exceeds the limits 
of the inquiry into ouvaJ.11~ Kata ldv11mv. Aristotle wants to say 
nothing else with the exclusion of OUVaJ-11~ OJ.100VUJ.100<; AeyOJ.lfVll. 

And yet we have to arrive at an understanding of one thing: in what 
sense. as well as for what reasons, we can speak of a OUVaJ-11~, and 
thereby also of ouvat6v and aouvatov, precisely in the realm of 
an($xvm~. Only with respect to an explanation of this context do I 
offer a brief interpretation of the passage of ll 12. This is not the 
occasion to deal fully with this text in all its essential respects. 

Aristotle states: The diagonal is powerless to have the same measure 
as the side of a square-----oUJ.1J.1Etpov dva1. This is \j1Ei)oo~-it distorts 
and conceals what the diagonal manifestly is. If we state the commen.o. 
surability of the diagonal in terms of the side of the square, then we 
do not allow the diagonal to be spoken of with regard to what the 
diagonal itself tells us. And what does it say? This means: What is it 
itself? The diagonal denies the saying of its commensurability to the 
assertion concerning it. It denies and forbids this, because in this 
regard the diagonal itself denies the attempted measurement by the 
side of the square; it is inherently without the power for such mea· 
surement. It would not be compatible with it. It is powerless, not 
allowing of such a thing; that is, with respect to being measured by 
the same standard, the diagonal is incompatible with the sides. 
"Aouvatov, being without the power for something. now means: fail­
ing in something. not being compatible with this something. with 
something, namely. which might be attributed in an assertion. That 
which in its "what." according to its inherent content. fails in some­
thing in this way and cannot bear it. must deny (forbid) the assertion 
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. s something able to be asserted. The diagonal, in accordance with ·'· what it is itself. denies. in that it would not bear the measurement by 
th!! side. Hence it denies the attribution of commensurability to the 
assertion about it. -But now if the opposite of that in which it fails 
and which it denies (forbids) is attributed to it-namely, the opposite 
of commensurability, the incommensurability with the side of the 
square-then this opposing attribution is that with which the diagonal 
would be compatible, is even that upon which it insists. What is 
attributed in this way. therefore, says something which the diagonal 
makes manifest in being what it is: ~uvatov ,..tv ou to tvavtiov ~ 
avc.lyKTJ<; aAT)9tc;. 

In what follows, we need to pay attention to the perspective issued 
in by this meaning of ouvaJ.ll<; and why this meaning is excluded at 
least for now from the discussion in Book e. even though, as we shall 
see. it is one meaning of being. 

* 

Aristotle begins his inquiry into WvaJ.uc; and tvtp"(Eta with the 
discussion of OUVaJ..Ll<; Kata JC(VT)mv. This discussion itself was intro­
duced through the distinction between two main groups of meanings 
of the word OUVaJ..Lt<;; we have two accounts of this, 9 I and a 12. The 
second group comprises nothing less than OUVaJ..Ltc; Kata JC(VT)mv, 
which is to be our theme. The first main group is introduced only in 
order to be excluded. It is excluded because here WvaJ.U<; does not 
function Kata JC(vT)mv. The treatment of this excluded group states 
negatively what OUVaJ.U<; Kata JC(VT)<nV is, and so indeed achieves 
something for the clarification of our theme. This first group itself is 
constituted of two meanings of OUVaJ..Ll<;, both of which-considered 
in terms of the second group-are used metaphorically: (I) ouvaJ.ll<; 
l(ata ta J.la9T)J.lanKa-"exponential power"; (2) WvaJ.ltc; qua 
Ot1Vat6v (tro elva{ moe;). Regarding (2): The account proceeds from 
r'J.c5\Jvatov, ~ith the example of the incommensurability of the diago­
'lal with the side of the square. 'AWvatov-"powerless" means: not 
to hear. to deny and so to forbid. The denial is the forbidding of an 
assertion-or else the demand for its opposite. 

-"'Wat6v is now to be understood accordingly. What has the power 



54 Metuplrysics 9 /. 

for something, does not deny and is able to bear it. The human who 
is standing----()n the basis of what this human is as such-by no means 
fails to exist also as one who also sits. The human being does not 
deny, does not forbid that being seated be attributed to it. This de­
termination is compatible with it. 
~uvat6v and rro\ivatov mean then a non-denial and a denial, a 

being incompatible and a being compatible, which means, however, 
a non-concomitance and a concomitance with .... a non-together­
ness and a togetherness (cruv-OEm<;) as presence with another or non­
presence-which in the Greek sense means-a certain being or 
non-being (of something in unity with something else). Kai O'uvata 
Kai rrouvata Atyoj.I.£V tcp dvatnroc;..; J.U) dvat (E> I, 1046a8). "We 
also speak of being powerful and being powerless, to the extent that 
something is or is not in a certain manner." We encounter this being 
and non-being as compatibility (Ouvat6v) and incompatibility 
(rro\ivatov) most immediately and almost tangibly in the assertion 
that something is such and such or is not such and such. With regard 
to the assertion the Ouvat6v is an~<n<;. Here we have the meaning 
of o\ivaJ.U<;-we may say-Kata tt"'v a~m<;. It belongs to the 
essence of this, however, to be able either to uncover or to conceal: 
aAl19t<; or 'ljlti>Oo<;. (We are already acquainted with this as a basic 
way of being.) 

Here, then, is the 0\ivaJ..n<; which pertains to the cpdmc;, to the 
saying, the dictum. From this we surmise that here, with the clarifi­
cation of this meaning ouvat6v and rrouvatov, we are dealing with 
an £vavtiov-which, not accidentally, is found directly in the defini· 
tion of aouvatov-as well as with the avti-that which lies over and 
against-and with the cj>amc;, as avticj>amc;: the saying, the dictum as 
counterdiction and contradiction. It is for this reason that we fmd 
ciouvatov in the so-called principle of contradiction. r 3, 1005b29f.: 
cio\ivatov clJ,.La U1tOMlJ.l~clVElV tOV autov EtVat Kat J.lfl EtVal tc) 
aut6-the same speaking and understanding human, as itself, stands 
powerless, cannot tolerate or permit. with reference to one and the 
same being, that this being simultaneously be taken in advance as 
being and not being. Whoever understands this cio\ivatov from out 
of its ground, and does not just simply continue to prattle on about 
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it. as is so often the case in logic and dialectics when it comes to the 
so-called principle of contradiction, this one has grasped the basic 
question of philosophy. But that way is a longer and more arduous 
path. This path is precluded from the very beginning if it is maintained 
that Aristotle's principle of contradiction is not only logical but on­
tological as well. Aristotle knew neither the one nor the other. His 
posing of the question lies before this ossification into scholastic dis­
tinctions. It is no less erroneous to speak oflogical possibilities, if this 
is supposed in any way to mean a formal freedom from contradic­
tion-what is meant here by contradiction is much more contained 
in the matter itself. The way toward an understanding of the so-called 
principle of contradiction must first traverse an overall understanding 
of MvaJ.w; in all its dimensions. 

Now if Aristotle excludes from his inquiry the discussion of &6vaJ..Ll<; 
and &uvat6v in the sense we have thematized here, that does not at 
all mean that the excluded meaning is fundamentally devoid of rela­
tion to the question of OOVCXJ.I.t<; and tvtpyE1<x; just the opposite holds. 

We who are of the modem age are not yet at all prepared for an 
effective interpretation of this passage at .6 12. There is only one 
additional sentence here to be adduced as external evidence, 
JOJ9b30fT.: tO J,J.tv OUV OUV<XtOV fva J,J.tv tp61tOV, ci'xm£p £ipT)tat, tO 
ll~ t~ av<iyYlCTI<; 'JIEUOO<; [£iva1., H.] OTIJ..l<XlV£1, fva 0t to cii..T)9£c; 
Eivat, fva Otto tv&x61l£Vov cii..T)etc; dvm. "Being powerful, having 
the capacity for something, means on the one hand being-not-neces­
sarily-concealing, on the other hand being-revealing, and then again 
it means being in a position to have the capacity in the sense of 
being-revealing." We see only very roughly that &6VCXJ.1.1<; is here 
Ka6"W..tl9£tav. Ka6' CtAT)9tc; ft 'JIEUOO<;. I happened to recall quite 
incidentally that the ov is stated. in another sense, Kata OUV<XJ..llV and 
then also cOc; cii..T)etc;; thus Ct.A.Tj9Eta, dvm, and OUVCXJ.I.t<; move closer 
together. 

It deserves to be asked why precisely a metaphorical meaning of 
o\JvaJ..ltc; and &uvat6v, in the sense of compatibility and incompati­
bility. arose in reference to mathematical objects, and why at all in 
reference to being true and being not true-an event of the greatest 
consequence for the basic questions of philosophy, above all in mo-
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demity (Leibniz and Kant-possibility as the lack of contradiction 
and compatibility). The question concerning the intrinsically determi­
native ground of the concept of BuvaJ.I.l<; in its relation to truth is all 
the more pressing in that this metaphorical meaning of MV<XJ.Ll<; re> 
mains manifestly connected-although in an admittedly obscure 
way-with the proper meaning. Or does the BuvaJ.I.l<; tm nMov 
A£yoJ,.ltV11 (cf. above, p. 41) first clear a path for comprehending the 
connections which have just been put into question? 

Aristotle ends by stating l019b34f.: tauta, that is. that which baa 
been addressed as ouvata in the way mentioned-tauta j.1tv ouv ttL 
&uvata ou Kata Mv<XJ.Ltv-is not "with a view to MvaJ.u<;,'' namely 
in the usual and proper sense as MV<XJ.Ll<; Kata ldVIlmV, so that to 
complete it: ou Kata Mv<XJ.LtV n'lv Kata ldVIlmv. AUV<XJ.Lt<;, force and 
having force for ... , is instead carried over from ldVIlm<;. as the 
genuine dwelling place of its meaning, to W.:"OEta-as was demon­
strated quite unambiguously with the example of the diagonal: Kat& 
(J.£t<$>pav O£ n tv tfi Y£<O(J.£tp£Q. A.tyttm Mv<XJ.Lt<;. 

§ 9. The guiding meaning of Mv<XJ.Lt<; Kata ldVIlmV 

Our treatise, Book e. excludes the metaphorical meaning of Buv<XJ.L~ 
And what happens with the usual, original, and proper meaning /i 
OUV<XJ.Ll<;, force? It too exhibits multiple meanings. Yet these vario'* 
meanings are no random collection but are all understood npo<; ~ 
auto doo<; (9 l, l046a9)-with reference to the same outward ap­
pearance. Here again we meet the np6<; (cf. above, p. 33)-in distinc­
tion from Katcl, which, for the most part, means inclusion under a 
genus, ytvo<;, or species. doo<;. The meaning of our passage is com­
pletely missed if we take doo<; for "species." That would imply that 
the ways of Mv<XJ.Lt<; Kata KiVIlmV to be discussed in what follows 
are subspecies of a higher type. This, however is not the case, but we 
have instead once again a relation of analogy. 

The corresponding ways of ouvaJJt<; all coalesce in this: they are all 
apxa£ nvE<; (a9). They are all like that from which something pro­
ceeds. These multiple meanings of ouvaJJt<; correspond to each other 
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in that they all in their meaning as cip:xa{ go back to a first cipx~. 
back to a meaning of ~uvaJ.uc; which comes into play before all the 
others. This nprotov tv npOc; o (cf. alO), this first one back upon which 
all the corresponding meanings are understood, we shall call the mean­
ing which guides all the correspondence, or the guiding meaning; cf. 
~ 12. I020a4: 6 .ruptoc; opoc;-the dominant meaning. 

This guiding meaning says (9 I, 1046al0f.): being the origin of 
change. an origin which as such is in a being other than the one which 
is itself changing, or, if the originary being and the changing are the 
same. then they are so each in a different respect. t1 12 has the for­
mulation: cipxi'!ICl.vn<JEm<; i\ J..L£tajX>A:Jic; 1i tv £'ttp<p i\ f1 tu:pov. From 
these formulations of the guiding meaning of Wva,.uc;. force, we now 
surmise the following: 

( 1) Force is cipxfi-origin of . . . (2) Of what? Of a change, a 
movement: ldVllmc;. (3) The origin of the change is in something other 
than the change, which means in a being that is not the same as the 
one that changes. ( 4) We find the added phrase i\ fl &U.o: or (however) 
inasmuch as that within which the change is brought about is the same 
being as that which brings about this change, (then) this happens only 
in such a way that the tam6v here is that which in one respect is 
changing, and in another respect that which brings about the change. 

The beginning of t1 12 offers the example: oiov ..; oilcoooJ.1ud'l 
ouva1.w; E<m.v i\ oU:x uncip:XEt tv tQ> oiKOOOJ.louj.J.tvq>----so is, for 
example. the oiKOOOJ.ltKi'l 'ttxVll. the art of building such a OOVClJ.ltc;, 
that is, something from out of which ... , something by virtue of 
which a change in the stones, bricks, and wood succeeds in becoming 
a house. The art of building as cip:x~ is itself not present in the buill 
house. And this is always the case when ~UV(lJ.ltc; is used in the way 
indicated. As source, as cipx~. it is tv cillq>----in -another. TilTs expres­
sion. EV aA./..ql, is not originally to be related to J.lE'tO.~O~Tj (cf. below, 
~· 72f. ). 'AU' ..; iatptKi'! OOV(lJ.ltc; oooa UJtcip:XOl av tv tQ> 
l((tpnJOJ.lEV<p. "But the art of doctoring. although it is a OOV(lJ.ltc;. 
:nay nonetheless be present occasionally in that which is itself being 
do~.:torcd," namely when the physician treats himself as the one who 
h si~.:k. Here the cipx~ is that from out of which the change from 
~l~o:kncss to health originates-oUK tv ciU.qr--not in another but in-
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stead tv tautcp, in one and the same being. This is so, however, to 
the extent that the doctor. being a doctor. is something other-fl 
ciUo--than being sick. This being sick does not occur in the doctor 
insofar as he is a doctor but insofar as he is a human, a living being 
having a body. As a doctor the human cannot lack anything in the 
sense of being sick; but as a doctor the human may very well lack 
something, if the doctor is a quack. 

Already the point of departure of the Aristotelian inquiry into 
~uvaJ.nc; Kata ldVT)mv shows that he is not after a mere collecting of 
word meanings in order to count them up one after the other; his 
business is not "lexicography," but from the very start he is aiming 
for an understanding of the matter in view. And this determination 
of the "essence" of the matter is again done not for the purpose of 
establishing a usable "terminology" and an academic parlance but 
rather to make visible at once the manifoldness of the essence and its 
possible modifications. Through this delimitation of the guiding 
meaning, we are placed from the very outset into the realm of tr 
questioning about this essence. Expressions such as clpX""· ldVT)~ 
cillo. tt£pov, fl cillo, fl tu:pov point to essential moments. Admit• 
tedly-the primary, guiding meaning does not at all permit that it now· 
be dealt with on its own in a detached manner. but rather requires 
entering into the whole accompanying and corresponding nexus of 
the matter which is guided by and subordinated to it. 

Aristotle himself refers to another treatment of the same question 
concerning the essence of ~uvaJ.uc; Kata ldVT)mv. in l\ 12. At first one 
finds no difference between the two accounts. e I is more concise, 4 
12 broader and aided by clarifying examples. Nonetheless a very 
definite intent is emphasized several times in e I: namely. to show 
how the delimitation of ~uvaJ.uc; which guides all the correspondences 
is somehow already co-present in all these varying meanings-lv-E<m.. 
fv-unapxouc:rl 1t0><; (I 046a 15 and 18 ). Thus we shall take both ac­
counts together in such a way that we shall rely thematically on e 1 
but take from l\ 12 above all the elucidating examples and special 
features. 
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a) Approaches to the phenomenon of force and a rejection of the 
so-called transference 

59 

Yet before we proceed, we want to make our understanding of the 
matter being treated here under the title Wvat.uc; Kata ldVll<nV a bit 
more lively and concrete so that we might gain a sharper view of the 
uniqueness of the Aristotelian approach and method. But not only 
this. It is much more important that we first of all prepare ourselves 
in order to be able to experience that it is not simply a game of 
thoughts and concepts which are playing themselves out in the text­
without resistance, without home and need-but that here, as in every 
actual philosophy, the power of a Dasein is pressing forward toward 
the freedom of the world, and that this philosophizing is still here, not 
here in the impoverished presence of a supposed Aristotelianism but 
here as an indissolvable bond and an unending obligation. 

Nonetheless, with such an attempt we run directly into a totally 
untraversable area fraught with entangling connections that have long 
since been expressed in language but totally deprived of conceptual 
thoroughness. The usage of language is accordingly now a matter of 
changing feelings and tastes. Viewed in this manner, it appears over­
bearing to lay claim to definite expressions for definite meanings. 

We need first of all only to remember what we ourselves have 
already undertaken in this regard. With the translation of the passage 
relating to the incommensurability of the diagonal with the side, I 
expressed aWvatov using the German unkriiftig [powerless]. a word 
which is surely odd in this context. This was done intentionally in 
order to retain the correspondence to the word WvaJnc;-Kraft [force 
or power]. The diagonal is powerless to do something; we would like 
to improve upon this by choosing "lacking the capacity," and so 
replace force with capacity [Fiihigkeit]. Yet neither does this exactly 
hit the mark: the diagonal lacks the capacity to be measured. Capac­
ity we think first of all of a capacity to accomplish, of a making do, 
~vcn if only by bearing something or putting up with something; so. 
for example. we talk about the load capacity of a bridge. In no way 
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does the diagonal have a capacity for something in this sense. And 
then again, in the discussion of )l£taj3oA.t) tv aUo ~ n Cillo (of the 
change in another or to the extent that it is another). namely with the 
distinction between the production of a house through building and 
the production of one's own health through the activity of a doctor, 
we spoke of the art of building [Bau-kunst]. the art of healing; in this 
last case the OUVa)lt<; is not a healing power [Heil-kraft). A doctor 
does not have any healing power, as does a plant or a medicinal herb, 
but instead the doctor possesses the art of healing, and the builder the 
art of building; here we are taking OUVa)ltc; as art or as ability. 

Someone can play the violin; by this we do not mean only that be 
has attained this ability but that he has cultivated a capacity-was 
able to cultivate this capacity because he already had it. This having 
of a capacity we understand as being talented: OUVa)ltc; as talent. Wa 
do not say, of course, that the railroad bridge is talented in bearing 
the heaviest trains. In contrast, we do speak of a talented person, and 
so of a person of capacity. One who has capacity is enabled [befiihigt:b 
Although one who has the capacity to be a good teacher is not there~ 
competent (Befiihigung] in the sense of being qualified. In contrast, we 
call the power and the capacity of sight in the eye the faculty of visiou; 
(Sehvermogen]. We say powers of the soul, faculties of the soul, b~ 
never capacities of the soul; at the most we say psychic capacitiet 

' [seelische Fiihigkeiten]. Again, we do not speak of the sovereign fo~ 
(Herrscherkraft) of a king but of his sovereign might [Herrscherge­
walt). And the violent force which a brutal person might exercise we 
distinguish from the power (Macht] of an idea; yet on the other hand 
we call brutes despots (Machthaber)-despots because they do not 
have power and cannot use it. Instead they abuse it in the extreme 
because they possess only the means to employ violence. 

We could continue in this manner. Only to exhibit the multiple 
usage of the word? Only to demonstrate that we use different words 
at the same time for the same thing? No. just the opposite, in order 
to see precisely that our use of words such as force [Kraft]. capacity 
(Fiihigkeit], art [Kunst), talent [Begahung], capability [ Vermogen], com­
petence [Befiihigung), aptitude [Eignung]. skill (Geschicklichkeit), vio­
lent force (Gewalt), and power [Macht] is not completely arbitrary; 
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and even when we substitute one for the other (for example: the power 
of sight. ability to see, faculty of vision), we still hear differences in 
this. We understand at once certain differences in each respective case. 
And yet how helpless we are if asked directly: What do you understand 
by power'? What is called force? What does aptitude mean? Is it even 
possible in this way to define these expressions simply otT the cuff, 
without further ado? Can the matter at stake in these words be grasped 
at all in the same way as the knife on the table or the book on the 
bench seat? And if not, what then is the point of searching? To find 
the realm within which what has been so designated can be deter­
mined! 

But to where does all of this lead? Let us leave such indeterminate, 
undecided, fleeting, and polymorphic things to language! What would 
be the point of a sum of fixed definitions with words grafted onto 
them and thereby made unequivocal? That of course would be the 
decline and death of language. And yet what is at issue here is not 
language as such, nor is it words and their meanings. We want instead 
to discern slowly that in the string of words tallied otT something is 
meant, something which in a certain manner is the same, even while 
being different. All this multiplicity-is it something arbitrary and 
trivial. or does a baS!c_~_~e of every being and of each way of 
being here prisenf 1tself to-usrF<l'rce-the forces of material nature; 
what would nature be without forces? Capacity-the capacities of a 
living being; capability-this and that capability of the human; art­
the art of Michelangelo, of van Gogh, what would we understand of 
both if we did not understand art? Violent force-the violent force of 
Napoleon; power-the power of the divine, the power of faith. 

One might be tempted to say that running through all of these is 
ability. Thus what is at issue here are specific kinds of ability, and 
<lbility is the general concept under which these other types fall. And 
what is this ability? This is something utmost and does not permit of 
being defined further. With this, philosophy is finished. It remains 
~~nly to be said that according to the modern position of science, it is 
of \:ourse pure mythology to speak of the forces of nature or of the 
~apa\:ities possessed by the bee, or the faculties of the human soul. 
fhcsc are "naive hypostatizations" whose origins have long since been 
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discovered: namely, the human transfers onto the things outside inner 
experience, where something like accomplishing and the ability to 
accomplish is encountered. Subjective experiences in the internal soU] 
are projected and transferred outward to the objects. It is said that 
Aristotle's conceptual pair. WvaJ.U<;-tvtpyEta, has to be explained 
from this perspective as well. It is a conceptual schema which owes 
its origin to a naive world view and hence is applied by Aristotle 
everywhere uncritically. One speaks of the conceptual pair ~uvaj..ll<;­
tvtpyeta as a "universal means" with which Aristotle sought to re­
solve all questions. 

It will become apparent how all this stands up. In what follows we 
will make clear to ourselves in eight points that this kind of explana­
tion of the origin of the concept of force in subjective experience not 
only is untenable but even tends to push the questioning in a direction 
which ultimately shirks from the actual problem. On this account it 
is no accident that today, despite the long tradition of this conceptual 
pair, we do not have even the slightest serious effort in philosophy to 
press in on the phenomena which lie behind this title Wvaj..ll<; . 

• 

The inquiry in 0 I begins with the discussion of ~uvaJ.lt<; in its usual 
meaning; the higher philosophical meaning is set aside, or more ex· 
actly, it is not even yet known but must first be exposed. -1UVaJ.ll<; in 
its usual meaning is ~UVaJ.ll<; KataldVTJmV. To a first but excluded 
subgroup belong those variations which are used in a transferred or 
metaphorical sense of compatibility or incompatibility. These have (a) 
a mathematical sense (power) and (b) a logical sense ("logical" because 
related to Myo<;. assertion). Moreover, we can infer that the meaning 
in the higher, philosophical sense does not concur. say, with its "log· 
ical" sense and so must mean still something else. It remains open 
how the two are connected. For now the topic is OUVaJ.ll<; JCata 
ldVTJmV in its usual and proper meaning. This reveals again a plurality 
of meanings, but 7tpo<; to auto doo<;. With this guiding meaning, 
which is one and the same. we insisted upon four points: (I) ap~; 
(2) J.1EtaJk>A.t1; (3) tv ~; (4) ft fl Cillo. -Independently of tbe 
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interpretation and in order to push forward toward an understanding 
of the matter itself. we called to mind phenomena which are to be 
found under the title ~uvaJ.u<; and which we designated as power, 
capacity. competence, proficiency, aptitude, talent, skill, being accom­
plished, capability, power, violent force. This is no groundless rum­
maging around in word meanings. In these expressions there lies a 
certain ordered relation to certain realms of being, and we see that 
they provide the basic determinations for these realms; without them 
we would be utterly unable to comprehend such realms. Formally and 
abstractly, one couJd gather all these phenomena together as "ability." 
This comes to us from an "experience" of ourselves: we experience in 
ourselves ability or inability. And so, the origin of the concept of 
power lies here, in a subjective experience. From there it is transferred 
onto things, "sympatheticaUy"-and if viewed in a strict scientific 
manner, without warrant. How do things stand with this current 
explanation of the origin of the concept and essence of force? 

We are asking: Is anything actually explained by referring the pos­
iting of forces in things and objects themselves back to a transferral 
of subjective experiences into the objects? Or is this popular explana­
tion a sham; namely, is it something which for its part is in need of 
explanation in all respects and. when explained, untenable? The said 
explanation is indeed a sham. We shall try now, with attention to what 
comes later, simply to become familiar with this by adducing a few 
guiding thoughts. From this it shall become apparent how the said 
explanation fails to recognize its own presuppositions. 

I. The stated explanation presupposes as self-evident that what 
transpires in the inwardness of subjectivity is more easily and more 
surely comprehended than what we encounter externally as object. 

2. It is assumed that the subject, the proper I, is that very thing 
which is first of all experienced and which thereby presents itself at 
any time as the nearest. From this is derived what undergoes the 
transferal onto the objects. 

3. The said explanation neglects to demonstrate why such a trans­
:·eral from subjective determinations onto the objects is carried out at 
all. 

4. In particular it fails to ask whether the objects themselves do not, 
after all, demand such a transfer of subjective experiences onto them. 
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5. If there exists such a demand. and if it is not pure arbitrariness 
that we, for example. name one landscape cheerful and another mel­
ancholy, then it must be asked how the objects themselves are given 
prior to the metaphorical, transferred comprehension and the sympa­
thy of such a mood. What is their character as objects such that they 
demand such a transfer? 

6. It is not taken into consideration that, if the objects themselves 
in accordance with their intrinsic content and their way of being 
require such a transfer in order to be addressed, for example, as forces 
and powers, then indeed a transfer is not needed in the first place; for 
in this case we would already find in them what we would attribute 
to them. 

7. Recklessly explaining certain objective thing-contents-for ex­
ample, real forces and efficacious or effective connections and capac­
ities-as subjective transferals results in even those forces, capacities, 
and capabilities peculiar to subjects as such being misconstrued in 
their own proper essence. 

8. Because of this and on the basis of all the said shortcomings, the 
way to a decisive question remains closed ofT, and this question runs 
thus: In the end, is what we are here calling force, capacity, etc., 
something which in its essence is neither subjective nor objective? But 
if neither the one nor the other, where then do these phenomena 
belong? Do they at all allow themselves to be determined from out of 
an origin? But then what kind of explanation is such a determination 
of origin? 

The difficulty of comprehending the essence of the phenomena. 
designated under the heading "force" does not simply lie in the pecu· 
liar content of these phenomena but rather in the indefiniteness and 
ungraspability of the dimension in which they are properly rooted. 
To be sure, such a comprehension cannot be achieved through wild 
speculation and dialectic. 

b) The apparent self-evidence of causality and the Aristotelian 
essential delimitation of force 

We will never come any closer to these phenomena as long as we do 
not first attempt an initial interpretation of the phenomena now under 
discussion, free from crude prejudices such as those just mentioned. 
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even if such an attempt runs the risk of not taking us far enough. 
Because there is not an active understanding of these questions, there 
is a total lack of appreciation for what Aristotle was the first to achieve 
in this regard. We who have long since become too clever and all too 
knowing have lost the simple ability to detect the greatness and the 
accomplishment of an actual engagement and undertaking. All too 
well versed in the commonness of what is multiple and entangled, we 
are no longer capable of experiencing the strangeness that carries with 
it all that is simple. How are we supposed to receive and even appre­
ciate what Aristotle has to offer us? 

We will succeed in this most readily if we give ourselves over for a 
time to what we believe primarily to be the way in which we come 
across phenomena such as force and the like. If we want to give 
something such as force its due, and to make sense of it, then this 
thing. so it appears, must be secured in advance. How then do we 
discern a force? Do we discover forces as simply as we discover trees, 
houses, mountains, and water or the table and chair? For example, 
we speak of the hydraulic power of an area, of a mountain, of the 
illuminating power of a color, of the load capacity of a bridge, of the 
gravitational pull of the earth, of the reproductive capacity of an 
organism, and so on. Do we ever directly discern here a force on its 
own. that is, do we perceive it in advance? Of course not, we shall say. 
For we experience the load capacity of a bridge only through what it 
accomplishes, for example. Likewise, we comprehend the illuminating 
power of a color only in the effect of its lighting. And we comprehend 
the capability to act only by its success or failure. Forces do not allow 
themselves to be directly discerned. We always find only accomplish­
ments. successes, effects. These are indeed what is tangibly actual. We 
come upon forces only retrospectively, and for this reason, to be sure, 
the positing of forces is in a special way continually subject to suspi­
cion. 

But do we find "effects" directly? The lighting of the color, is that 
'imply an effect? Is the falling of the stone, a being drawn toward, 
simply an effect? By no means do we experience something im­
mediately as an effect in distinction from a merely mediated inferring 
of forces. We experience something as an effect only if we take it as 
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effected, effected by the force of something else. thus having force as 
its cause. If this is the case, then we must say that the experiences of 
forces and effects are equally mediated or equally immediate-assum­
ing that it is clear what we mean by immediate. Effects are discovered 
on their own just as little as are forces. Forces are no less understand­
able than effects, and the latter are just as enigmatic as the former. 

On the other hand-we experience both of these directly in everyday 
experience. No inference from the effect to the force is needed, since 
to experience effects already means to encounter forces. The need for 
retrogressive conclusions, or better, for the considerations and ques­
tions which lead back from the effect in particular to the cause, fJJ"St 
arises only in order to achieve a more proximal determination of a 
cause already posited as present. But then what is encountered already 
stands in a relationship of cause and effect. Only in light of this 
relationship of causality-and this means the being-a-cause of beings 
and the being-caused of beings-do we find forces in being, and only 
in this light are we capable of measuring forces. Force is accordingly 
a concept which follows from causality (Kant, Critique of Pure Rea­
son, A 204, B 249). 

But is something now clarified in saying that force is a concept 
which follows from causality? In any case, with this a task is posed 
and there is a gesture in the direction from which we can expect an 
opening concerning the essence of force. The more original question 
is then: What does it mean to be a cause? Thus the question is becom­
ing broader and more general, yet not in the least easier or more 
transparent. But let us for once follow up on what we are asking abouL 

We began with the question which presented itself: How do we 
discern a force at all? This yielded: We encounter forces as causes only 
in light of the causal relationship. Through this digression into the 
question of how a force is discerned, we have learned something about 
the essence of force after all, even without having asked explicitly and 
simply what force in general is. The discernibility of a force, the access 
to it. must evidently be co-determined by what force in itself is; cor­
respondingly, force is co-decisive concerning its own comprehensibil­
ity. And yet have we actually gained any knowledge about the essence 
of force (Wv<XJ.Ltc:;)? Strictly speaking. only that it is discernible in light 
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of the causal relationship. And yet that still does not say anything 
about force itself. Or does it? 

causality-as being a cause of and for something-is a determina­
tion of the being of beings inasmuch as beings are in movement or 
else inasmuch as they can be in movement. Correspondingly, some­
thing shows itself to us as an effect at all only if it has already somehow 
become questionable for us from the very beginning with regard to 
its becoming: thus only when it has become an object for us in its 
becoming and being moved. Becoming questionable means here: ask­
ing about ... in the sense of why? from where? For example, we could 
take the falling of the leaves in autumn as only a mere gliding down­
ward. as just this falling and nothing more. And we could regard the 
rising of smoke over a farmhouse in the same way. And if this should 
need to be explained, then it is not all necessary to resort to cause and 
effect as explained conventionally. We, too, could interpret both cases, 
as Aristotle observed, as things going toward their place. (A possible 
explanation of nature which until today is not in the least refuted, in 
fact not even graspe~J,) But if we experience force as being the cau~ 
of_.someth.ing, then force is in Itself related to being. -moved ;-nd !o1 
movement, and indeed precisely as that which thereby is distinguished / 
from its beirig-moved and movement, as what is not the same as these. 

Ni:>w if we do not allow all that has been said to slip immediatclY 
away again or, and this is the same thing, all too readily take it as 
self-evident and therefore pointless, then it turns out that we have 
achieved something. Force has the character of being a cause; cause 
[ Ur-sache }: an originary-lli1ngTSacneJ which allows a spfingingTorth, 
that from out of which something is, namely as ·a particular being­
moved, and this again in the form that this being-moved Is-in -its 
movement a different thing from the cause. The insights we gained 
here into the essence of force via the circuitous path of the inner 
unfolding of causality, Aristotle saw in a decisive and essential mo­
ment (l~d brought univocany ro·wontand ~cept: a-ova,.uc; is apxfl 
ll£taPol.:f)c; EV cillcp i'l ti auo:__.oihe origin ofchange; wliich origin-is 
' 0 a being other than the changin-g bemg itself, or, in the case wher~ 
the originating being _and_ ~he changing. being are ihe S3me, then each 
IS WhaLjJ respectively is_~S a .dtfferent being. .. -

This is a meager conceptual determi-nation in light of which we face 
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the choice either to leave it to itself as a self-evident platitude or to 
take hold of it as a decisive step toward a determination of the essence 
of force. The first path closes itself otn We need only to take note of 
t~e concepts which come to the surface in this essential delimitation 
of MJV<XJ.l\~: apxt'j, J,l£ta~oA.t'j, Cillo, ft£pov-the whence, alteration, 
othern~ss or difference, relation. These are pronounced_bas~n~pts 
of Ari~otelian philosophy and of ancient philosophy in general. How 
s~?-The~i-~t to the-uitimate horizons from out of which antiquity 
understood and attempted to grasp the being of beings. If we now 
warn to understand the Aristotelian determination Of the essence of 
WvaJ.nc;, we will succeed only if we understand it still more originally. 
This demands tracing and securing the horizons that are desig_!lated 
~~~tlie~asic conCepts. That sounds like a self-evident dem~nd,, 
and yet since Aristotle it has not once been pursued. Much more, this 
essential delimitation of Aristotle was taken as a fixed definition, 
which was never actually thoroughly interrogated, nor was what lay 
behind it questioned. Hence it remained mute and became trivial. 

Mistaking the content and the guiding role of this delimitation led. 
to demands being placed upon it at the beginning of modern science 
which it neither could nor would satisfy. One declared it ''scientifi­
cally'' useless. whereby one understood under science: mathematico­
physical research of nature. Whereupon, of course, absolutely nothing 
was decided philosophically. The most secure and comfortable_path 
has always been to make something harmless and insignificant~ 
admitting a11_1:( !l_cknowledging it once and for all to be self-eviden~ 
Thereby _the established view has agreement from all sides. Such is the 
case ~ith OUV<XJ.llc; and tvepyEta in the judgment passed by the history 
of philosophy. And so we later ones and latecomers are in a peculiar 
situation. We must first of all recapt~r o~v~ self-evid~ 
as somethiilg worthy ~uestion. 
" .. And so it is necessary to ~emain with the Aristotelian definition that 
has been presumed a triviality, and to set it free in its essential content. 
If we have even for one moment actually made this demand clear to 
ourselves, then we can see that the philosophy of Aristotle, and th~ 
every philosophy. remains closed off to us as long as we do not ~ 
beyond it in the direction of its proper origins and questions. If that 
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should occur. then what is presumptuous in our task will make itself 
evident of its own accord. To be sure. But then to philosophize is 
always nothing other than the greatest presumption ventured by 
human Dasein given over to itself. 

Thus it is necessary to surpass Aristotle-not in a forward direction 
in the sense of a progression, b!Jt rather backwards in the direction 
of a more original unveiling of what is comprehended by him. With 
this we are saying further that what is at issue here is not an Tinprove­
ment of the definition, not a free-floating brooding over individual 
lifeless concepts. Rather, this going beyond which leads backwards is 
at once the implicit struggle by which we bring ourselves again before 
the actuality that prevails tacitly in the concepts that have lost life for 
the tradition. Whether this monstrous task succeeds or fails, that is a 
later concern. It is enough if we experience in this struggle only that 
we are too weak and too unprepared to master what has been given 
to us as our task. This may then at the very least awaken in us the 
one thing which belongs in no small way to the presumption of phi­
losophiz. in.g and about w9ich- tb~e is nothing more to say: th~ awe 
before the actual works ~ 

- (We are t~~i;y.as far removed from all of this as possible:_Tod~ 
~e talk abou_tjhe~g~_c;l~nlic prol~tariat. One understands by this the 
mass of intellectual laborers who cannot be professionally accommo­
dated: In this Hesthe opinion that the proletariat would be eliminated 
once employment opportunities were procured for these masses. The 
academic proletariat prevails, however, in a completely different way. 
One must say without exaggeration: A scientific "peak performance" 
today--to use that dreadful expression-has long had no need for the 
aristocracy of the spirit. Those who have long since been provided for 
arc also precisely those who have long since been proletarians because 
they feel complacent in their impotence toward aristocracy. They have 
neither the scent for the height of spirit--=.which is struggle-no~ th~ 
Inner power to bring it to mastery.) .. 

Only if we become-truly h-umble i~ the scent awakened (()r_~hat is 
great. and only if this occurs do we become capable of\Wonder.':!Won­
der is. however, the overcoming of the self-evident. 

We are now to occupy ourselves with the self-evident in the Aris-
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totelian definition of OUV<XJ.W;: apxi'l JlU<l~OATJ<; tv ciA.A.ql ~ n cillo. 
We are to take this up and to let it hinder us from handling it com­
fortably and expeditiously with an air of superiority, to let it teach us 
that such expediency constantly threatens to ensnare us. 

We find just such a lure of the self-evident here. In our preliminary 
discussion of the concept of force, we observed that it is connected in 
a certain way with causality. According to Kant, "force" is a concept 
which follows from "cause." Now we know that Aristotle often also 
uses aina for cipx11. which we translate as "cause." We gain from 
this the undeniable fact: ouvaJlt<; is comprehended by Aristotle as a 
kind of "cause." This suggestive consideration would not be the lure 
which we claim it to be if what has just been said was not overwhelm­
ingly "correct." And yet with this correct view in which Kant and 
Aristotle concur, where force is a kind of cause, we have already 
allowed ourselves to be pulled away from what Aristotle said. For 
what matters most in the Aristotelian delimitation of the essence of 
SuvaJ.U<; is to see how preliminary and careful and thus how com­
pletely open it is. What is at issue here is not at all a cause-and~ 
relationship, where -we immediately fliink of the transfer of force, the 
effect of distance, and so on, and then puzzle over the secret relation­
ship between cause and effect. Much more, it is maintained clearly 
and simptti:!:orce is an origin, the from-out-of-which for a change, 
and this in such a way that the origin is different from that wh.icb 
~banE~ We must bring ourselves face to face with the references 
mentioned here as simply as possible and without premature profun­
dity so that through this we might come to learn how in fact what we 
call a force is contained therein. 

* 

Our purpose here is to come closer to the task of an essential 
determination of SuvaJll<; in its peculiarity and difficulty. To this end 
we followed the popular procedure of explaining the origin of the 
concept of force, and so misconstrued the breadth and depth of its 
essence; we do not need to repeat the eight points. Until very recently 
it was still considered a distinctive achievement to explain scientificallY 
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the very appearance of living nature and living beings while excluding 
all so-called capacities and forces. Indeed, today it is still fundamen­
li.IIIY the hidden claim of the science of biology, to make d~ 
mechanistically-without such a presumption of forces and capacities. 
And this is in part as it should be, if only because the elaboration of 
the essence of life has still not been taken far enough if questions 
which point elsewhere are to be brought to fruition. Vitalism is emerg­
ing as the countermovement to mechanism; of course, this in no way 
guarantees the right understanding of what is basically at issue here. 
But this is not the place to enter into this. (Such biological viewpoints 
are particularly suited to giving character to a world view.) -We were 
left with the unavoidable result~ We must for once actually attempt 
to determine the essence of force, and so for once to follow a certain 
natural path. First it is necessary to discern what something such as 
force is. How do we discern a force? It appears that force does not let 
itself be discerned immediately, only "effects" let themselves be dis­
covered. Nietzsche, for example, also based his will to power on this 
thesis and so based it upon an errant foundation. Viewed more closely, 
effects are directly encountered just as little as are forces-or just as 
much. We have cause and effect simultaneously-the cause-effect 
relationship and, in its light, "force." Force is accordingly a derivative 
concept. The question of its discernibility brought out something with 
regard to force itself: it has the character of being a ~use ~ml i~ related 
to movem~nt, namely,_ mo.ve.riij~Ii!ii~oil].er. ·Aristotle saw this in a 
decisive essential moment aliil brought it to conceptualization. It is 
necessary to hold fast to this result and for once to deal with it 
thoroughly. If the self-evident is to become questionable. then it is 
necessary ( 1) not to digress prematurely in interpreting the Aristote­
lian treatise, as is the popular fashion, by finding assurance in a certain 
similarity with the principles and assertions of later thinking, thus 
taking the question as settled; (2) but to sharpen our vision for some­
thing remarkable, for what confronts us in the Aristotelian treatment 
or 0\ivr.tj.ll~. 

What we have to take note of here is the very way in which Aristotle 
develops this essential delimitation of SUVaj.l\~, making it more or less 
Plastic. To put it defensively: it is not because he defines more thor-
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oughly the individual elements of the detennination (etpxl1, 
J,J£taPoA.11, ftt:pov), but rather because he makes this essential delim­
itation visible as the guiding meaning for other corresponding mean­
ings. And so in the same simple and demonstrative fashion other 
&uvciJlet~ are brought forth. but in such a way that their reference 
back to the first guiding meaning at the same time becomes visible; 
the guiding meaning is then for its part determined more clearly. 

Before we pursue the further progression of the detennination of 
WvaJ.U~, let us once more point out the ambiguity of the Aristotelian 
fonnulation of the guiding meaning. AUV<XJ.ll~ is apxfl J,J£taj3oA.ft~ tv 
c'illcp ft ti cillo. It is tempting to understand and translate this as 
follows: the origin for a change in .another; an example of such an 
apx11 would be the potter at his wheel-the from-out-of-which, that 
from which change ensues: tv cillcp, namely, in the unfonned lump 
of clay. This lump of clay is the other, cillo, in which the change into 
the fonned product, the jug, occurs. This now implies, however, that 
that from out of which the change ensues is likewise another: the 
potter. 

And yet we could also understand the definition in this way: the 
origin of a change, which origin is in another: the tv c'illcp as related 
to apx11. And then J,J£taPoA.11 must not be taken as change in the sense 
of a mere forward-moving modulation, of an alteration, as in the 
saying "The weather has changed." Rather, it must be taken in the 
meaning which it primarily has in Greek: to transpose or to shift, for 
example, to shift the sail, to transpose goods, thus in an "active" sense. 
I have decided upon the latter interpretation~~!S!HbaLo_n behalf 
o[.which a transposition ensues, and in such a way that this from-out­
of-which (clpXfi) is in another being (tv cillq>) than what is trans­
posed. See as well the example at the beginning of A 12: there it is 
very clear: the art of building (oilcoooJJtKfi) is a WvaJJt~. ft o\nc 
unapxEt tv tQ> oilcoOOJ.lOUJ.l~V(!>-which is not present in what is built 
but rather again tv O:A.A.<!). But then again. if that from out of which 
the transposition ensues is the same as that in which the change ensues, 
then the apx11 is apxii only to the extent that the same being is taken 
in a different respect <ti <'iA.A.o). The human is the origin of a medical 
treatment not to the extent that it is a sick human but rather to the 
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extent that it. as a human. is a doctor. By virtue of this difference of 
point of view within the same being, a one and an other is attained. 

There appears at first to be essentially no difference in what results 
if the tv ciA.Mp is referred to j.l£ta~oA.tj. And yet it belongs primarily 
to apxt1: (I) with regard to the meaning of J.lEta~A.tj, (2) according 
to the explicit formulation at the beginning of .:1 12; and (3) this 
interpretation is demanded by the concrete problematic of oovaJ.Ltc; 
toil 7tOt£iv. as we shall soon see. 

§ 10. The ways of force 

a) Bearance and (prior) resistance. Effect as the being of the things 
of nature (Leibniz) 

After advancing the guiding meaning of oovaJ.uc;, Aristotle continues 
e I. 1046all-16: 

it ,..tv yap toil 1ta8Eiv tan Wvap1~ 1'1 tv aUtcjl tcjl xaoxovn cipx"f't 
J.l£ta~oA.ti<; m9T)nJOi<; 'int' ciU.ou "" n cillo· "' at f;l<; cma9E{cu; til<; 
rni tO XEipoV Kat ~pci<; til<; 'im' ciU.ou i\ TI ciU.o U7t' cipxfl<; 
J.l£ta~A.llnld'lc;.. tv yap totrtou; fvEcm JtCicn toi<; 6po1<; 6 til<; 7tpc0trt<; 
liUVIif..l£0><; A.6yoc;. 

"The one (way of being a force) is namely a force of tolerating, that 
which itself is in the tolerant as the origin of a tolerable change, 
tolerable from another, or else from itself, to the extent that it is 
another. The other (way of being a force), however, is the behavior 
(the composure) of intolerance against change for the worse and 
against change in the sense of annihilation by another, or to the extent 
that what undergoes change is another, by the other precisely as the 
origin of a possible change. In all these delimitations (of the ways of 
being a force) there is at bottom what we addressed as the initial, 
guiding meaning of oovaJ.Ltc;." (See also e 12. l020a4: 6 ICI)ptoc; 
opo~ · the ruling, dominating delimitation.) 

We have thus two oovc:ij.l£tc;: (l) "ri J,ltv oovaJ.Ltc; tou 7ta9Eiv-the 
Power to tolerate something from another; (2) ...; 0£ t;tc; <l7ta9Eiac; 
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"tti<; tm to XEipov-the behavior of intolerance (insuJTerability) in 
1eference to a change for the worse or even in the sense of annihilation 
by another. 

With regard to (1): the power to tolerate. We may not yet here think 
of tolerating in the sense of painful enduring. Tolerating, not as suf. 
fering and not at all as hurt, but rather tolerating has here the sense 
of "he can't stand it": he does not readily allow it. Tolerating in the 
sense of allowing. The lump of clay tolerates something; it allows the 
formation, that is, it is malleable as a way of force. In this allowing, 
the lump of clay itself participates in its own positive way. It tolerates 
the forming because, as it were, it can tolerate it, because from out of 
itself it has a certain sym-pathy for this. This tolerating is a bearin~ 
not in the sense of "bearing fruit," not in the sense of "bearing ~ 
giving forth," but rather bearing in the sense of allowing. We ~ 
capture this way of &UvaJ.I.t<; with the word: bearance [Ertragsamk~i 1 

A particular kind ofbearance is an enduring, endurance. The allo · 
of the forming is, however, at the same time a not-being-against · 
the sense of: doing nothing against ...• simply letting it happen o , 
its own; a ouvaJ.U.<; in the sense of a J.ll"l &UvaaOat (see e 12, 1019a2~·· 
30). This kind of force can be seen in that which somehow susta· 
damage through contact with it, in something which is shatte ~ 
(KA.citat) or pulverized (<ruvtpt13£tat) or twisted (K«iJ.tntEtat). Hen! 
tolerating, as not enduring, not sticking it out, is a being damaged, ~ 
loss. In contrast, with the transformation of the clay into the bow~ 
the lump also loses its form, but fundamentally it loses its form)~ 
ness; it gives up a lack, and hence the tolerating here is at once 8 
positive contribution to the development of something higher. .J 

What the &UvaJ.U<; toi> 7ta0Eiv has, in the sense of bearance, U. 
7taOTtnK6<;-that which in general can run up against something, thaC 
which can "undergo" something. This is accordingly a non-resistin& 
something in which resistance remains absent; to J.l"i'l &UvaaOat Kal 
£lliht£lV nv6c; (ibid.). This is fragility in the broad sense of the word. 
not just breakability. but the non-durable. It is to be noted that this 
account of7ta0Eiv runs up against a negative feature; the very opposite 
is the case with the kind of force that Aristotle introduces in connec· 
tion with it, the f~t<; a7ta0dac;. 

With regard to (2): this non-tolerating, non-enduring is resisting, 



§ W. The ll'ays of force 75 

the self asserting, enduring, and coming through against damage and 
degradation. against even annihilation, thus resistance in general. 

Bearance (formability and fragility) and resistance, both are types 
of ouv<XJ.nc;. Aristotle wants to show: tv yap toutm<; tve<m. mien toic; 
opotc; 6 nic; npro"tTl<; auvci~eo<; Myo<; (9 I, 1046al5f.). We ask our­
selves: according to this, what is the basic meaning of npcll"tTl WvaJ.n<; 
which must somehow already lie in these two? Up until now it has 
been stated as apxfl J.1Etaj3oA.f!<;-the from-out-of-which for change; 
now it is that from out of which change is allowed, or else that from 
out of which such change is resisted. Here also there is a relationship 
to change, and in such a way that the reference mentioned first (cipxfl 
J.IE't<X~oA.f!c;) is already set down with it. How? That comes to light 
precisely by going back to the essence of WvaJ.lt<; which has now 
become visible. For that which is the origin for a resisting, what resists, 
is in itself indissociably-not incidentally-referred to something 
which runs up against it, to such a thing which does something to it, 
which wants and ought to do something to it (nmeiv). In the same 
way: the fragile, that which does not hold up, decays, and is thereby 
"exposed"-to another which works on it. The WvaJ.n<; tou na9£iv 
has a reference to a WvaJ.lt<; tou notEiv that inheres in its very con­
stitution, a reference to doing. Thus it becomes clear: In the guiding 
meaning---cipxl'l J.IEta~oA.f!<;-the being an origin is what it is for a 
ltOtEiv, for a doing; this means: ~taj3oA."" must be understood in an 
active sense; apxi'l tou noteiv or else tou notouJ.lfvou. 'Apxi'l 
J.I.Eta~oA.f!<; means then: being an origin for a transposing pro-ducing, 
a bringing something forth, bringing something about. This means 
being an origin for having been produced, having been brought about. 
Accordingly, auvaJ.lt<; tOU JtOlEiV KalJtciaxEtV is also discussed di­
rectly in the subsequent passage (lines 19-20). 

But now in advancing the guiding meaning of auv(lJ.lt<;, Aristotle 
docs not speak of auvaJ.lt<; tou JtOlEiV (or apxl'lnot*:J£eo<;). This is 
neither neglect nor lack of rigor. The presumed indefiniteness of the 
hJrmulation apxl'l ~taj3oA.f!<; instead bears witness to precisely the 
dairvoyance and the conceptual acuity of Aristotelian thinking. The 
omission of the determination noteiv does not imply that JtOtEiv is 
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thus excluded. Yet if it were present. this would only prompt the 
misunderstanding that it is valid simply to say: there are first forces 
of doing, and secondly also forces of suffering. and then, thirdly, of 
resisting. The characterization. "being the origin of a change," even 
in its apparent indefiniteness is not intended to sever prematurely the 
inner relation of OUVaJ.U<; tOU 1ta9£iv to ouvaJ.H<; tOU 1tO\£iV and vice 
versa; it is intended, rather, to make a space available for it. 

The entire connection is accordingly to be grasped in this fashion: 
the guiding meaning does not imply a ouvaJ.uc; isolated unto itself 
(1t0t£iv), in addition to which then other further meanings are listed.i 
Instead, the others in their very constitution refer to the_first, an<!_~ 
s_pch a way thaLprecisely tbis reference also gives back to the guidin. 
meanio&._its. very sense and contC?)lt. The 7tp6m"J WvaJ.I.l<; is the basi~ 
outline of this essence into which the full content 1s then to be dra~ 
only this extraordinary sketch puts into relief the whole essence o~ 
OUVaJ.lt<; and thus the full content of the guiding meaning as well. 1 

Thus one may not say that OUVaJ.lt<; tou 1tOt£iv is the first an~ 
decisive OUVaJ.lt<;, as if the others were formed after it, but just aa: 
decisive is the relation of OUVaJ.lt<; tou 7tot£iv, the force of doing, oi 
producing, to the OUVaJ.lt<; tou m9£iv, the force of bearing and rej 
sisting. And just this relation is not to be made clear in terms_ <1 
OUVaJ.lt<; tou 1tOt£iv but instead in terms of WvaJ.1t<; tou Jta9£iv. ~ 
one is mentioned first, first in the sense of the actual characterization.. 

And this is not accidental. Yet Aristotle gives no precise reason fo~ 
it. He simply follows the natural constraints of the matter at hando1 

How so? .£1uvciJ.1Et<; as bearance, endurance. formability. and fragility,: 
in them~ves bear witness to the character of resistance and non-re­
sistance{ That which resists is the first and most familiar form in wh!ch 
-~e~penen~~ a f~r~Tbis m~cans we do not first experience resista_l}ce 
as such ... _but rather something which resists. and through this resisting, 
we ffi~n ~xi>erience ihat from out of which a change ensues,. or erse 

----'· --

does not ensue, namely ·a force ... 
From this one wol1icfliketo surmise that in the end there is indeed 
some legitimacy in what we earlier rejected: that we do experience 
forces primarily in reference only to the subject-to our own doing­
and in such a way that we experience forces from effects. Except noW 
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we stand before a completely different state of affairs: when we expe­
rience effecting forces through the experience of what resists, then 
resistance is not taken and explained as the effect of a cause that K... 
hidden behind it.~~~w~ha~ resists is itself_th: ~~ceful and t~ 
force. 

Furthermore. if we ourselves participate as subjects in this direct 
experience of forces, then the objective view of our own experience of 
this exhibits precisely this one thing: There is nothing here which has 
to do with a transfer of subjectively experienced forces onto the af­
fected things, but just the reverse. In what resists, the forces press 
themselves upon us. We experience the forceful not first in the subject 
but in the resisting object. And in its resistance, we experience in tum 
its non-ability, its restriction. And only in this do we experience a 
wanting to be able, a tending to be able, and an ought to be able. 
This. of course, is not to be understood as though the concept of force 
is now conversely to be transferred from the objects outside onto the 
internal subject. 

But even in this way the matter is still presented in a misleading 
way. One could say: Given that the forces are not projected and 
transferred as subjective experiences onto things, and given that we 
come across forces directly in what resists, then indeed one thing still 
does hold. that we do transfer the forces that are experienCed, that is 
to say. we do transfer the effect-relation that thingly forces have for 
us. the effect-relation of objects for subjects. onto the relations that 
objects have among themselves. To give an example: We speak there­
fore of forces in nature and of the interactive effective connections of 
forces among themselves-such as thrust and counterthrust--only 
because we wrest, as it were, the recoiling relation that things have 
for us both into and out of the relationship which holds between things 
themselves. This means: we do not experience directly among the 
things which surround us and in the relations which hold between 
them such a thing as the relation of resistance and the effects which 
1 un counter to it. And yet we do experience this. But we have to learn 
10 ~cc it if we are to achieve the level at which the Aristotelian con­
Siderations are working themselves out. 

Thus what is at issue here is perceiving and comprehending forces 
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and counterforces in nature itself, among the things of nature as such. 
and not just to the extent that they are objects for us, that is, not just 
to the extent that they are resistant. With this we do not at all want 
to get involved with the pre-scientific and extra-scientific experience 
of nature, with what makes itself manifest in a so-called nostalgia for 
nature. Aside from the difficulty of actually comprehending and 
grasping this philosophically, as a way in which nature becomes man­
ifest, we set these thoughts aside because these kinds of experiences 
are especially subject to a current suspicion. One believes that basically 
this has to do simply with the empathy that subjective experiences and 
moods have for things, which in themselves and in truth present only 
the colliding and the displacement of ultimate particles of matter . 

• 

The guiding meaning of WvaJ.I.l; is apx"fl JJ£tafk>J.:ii; tv ciiJ..cp i\ fl 
WJ.o. We attempted to show to what the tv ciiJ..cp belonged, namely 
to apxt1. For the understanding of this guiding meaning and for the 
consequences of what Aristotle achieved, we must take note of and 
follow up on two things: (I) the completely preliminary point of 
departure which is not burdened by far-reaching theories; (2) the 
realization of the whole delimitation (6pta~6;). In any case, a disso­
lution into elements is not what is at issue here. The procedure does 
not permit that it be characterized in a positive manner with one word; 
it progressively makes a basic outline more distinct. The actual con­
sideration begins with the differentiation between two types of 
Wv~t;: (l) t1 J.llv toil naeeiv-bearance, endurance (or else fragil­
ity); (2) t1 ot ~t; anaetia;-resistance. Both are modes of the from­
out-of-which for a change, that from out of which such a change is 
determined. It is now said of these two as a decisive characterization: 
fvmn 6 Tli; nprotT}; Buv<lJJ.£<0; A6yo;. How so? It is striking that 
Aristotle begins with a discussion of Wva~t; toil naetiv, with 
naaxetv, suffering. The common opposing concept is nottiv, doing. 
And yet this is not at all what is under discussion, nor does it come 
to be later. And when this is discussed, it is done as if this kind of 
Buva~t; had already been introduced. And so it has been, if it actively 
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resonates in the guiding meaning. But if that is so, then the tvEivat 
of this nou:iv is not to be thought in the na8Eiv that is now actually 
being discussed, as if it were the genus. Doing is in no way the genus 
L)f suffering, as supposedly one kind of doing. Instead the reference 
of ouvaJ,U<; 'tOU 1ta8Eiv to 7tpclm"J Wva,.uc; is a different and more 
essential one: Both what resists and what endures are in themselves 
related to that which occupies itself with them. The guiding meaning 
is not such that it is neither 1tOtEiv (doing) nor na9Eiv (bearing); it 
does indeed express the ouvaJ.uc; 'tOU 7tOlEi.V, but in such a way that 
it remains open for the inclusion of the essential reference back to 
itself of WvaJ.uc; tou naOEiv. This is also the tendency of our subse­
quent discussion; as we proceed through the different ways of 
o\JV(lJ.llc;, we do not leave the guiding meaning behind but continually 
return to it. -In the situation in which we experience force, what 
resists shows itself to have a certain priority. We now want to see how 
we also experience directly in the oppositional relation between things 
themselves something like resistance and confrontation, thrust and 
counterthrust. 

Hence we now want to survey one realm of our comprehension of 
nature which is not so readily exposed to the suspicion that it is merely 
a subjective mood of empathy. I mean the field ofmathematico-phys­
ical research into nature. We take a question from this realm which 
historically and essentially stands in the most intimate relationship 
with the Aristotelian distinction between OUVClf.llc; and tvt,JY£ta. This 
is the introduction of the concept of force into mathematical physics by 
Leihniz, a step which was taken in continual confrontation with 
Descartes and Cartesianism and which in its most apparent aim, at 
any rate, strives toward an adequate determination of the dimension 
or the possible measurement of forces in the context of the movement 
of material nature. This is a step which of course does not obtain its 
guiding motives from questions of physics, but from the basic question 
of philosophy concerning the essential determination of being in gen­
~:ral and as such. From out of the multilayered entirety of the relevant 
4Ucstions, we shall bring out only one concern. It pertains to the 
fundamental question concerning the characterization of the being of 
natural beings, that is, of the things of nature which are for themselves 
rrcsent and are there in advance, namely the being of "substances." 
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Descartes asserts that what is distinctive in the res naturae is ex­
tensio, extension; the natural thing is res extensa. Spatial expansion is 
indisputably one characteristic belonging to the things of nature ex­
perienced by us. But why did Descartes make this so distinctive, 
putting it forth as the fundamental determination? His intention here 
is decisively a critical one, simultaneously negative and positive; neg­
ative: against the explanation of nature in medieval scholasticism, 
against the assumption of concealed forces; positive: with the intent 
of thus achieving a determination of the things and processes of 
nature, their movement, that makes scientific knowledge possible, 
with its corresponding provability and determinacy. Scientific knowl­
edge is, however, mathematical. And so Descartes asks: How must 
nature be posited such that it can be recognized scientifically and 
mathematically? 

From the very beginning this is guided by the idea of pure certainty, 
of an absolute indubitable knowledge. That which is able to be at all must 
be adequate to this idea ofknowledge, namely to the idea of being known, 
which is indissociable from it. This idea of knowledge and certainty was 
developed by Descartes in his Regulae ad directionem ingenii. What is 
fundamentaUy given is intuitus (intuition), that is, an experientia (experi­
ence) which has the character of a praesens evidentia (of direct evidence). 
This is the construction of an idea of knowledge which presents itselffU"St 
of all in the mathematical. But because mathematical knowledge is 
primarily related to what is spatial, extension is put forth as the primor­
dial characteristic of substance. 

Scientific knowledge of nature comprises that which necessarily and 
generally must be asserted of natural things. As what is asserted, this 
is the truth concerning nature. which means what and how nature is 
in truth. The question of a possible scientific knowledge of nature is 
in this formulation at once the question concerning the true being of 
the beings which we call nature. 

Leibniz turns against this determination of the being of natural 
things and says: The being of these substances does not lie in extension 
(extensio) but in activity [Wirken] (actio, agere). Two things must be 
noted in this new articulation of the being of natural things: (I) Witb 
this Leibniz does not want to eliminate the determination of extensio. 
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This remains intact, but in such a way that it is acknowledged as 
!!rounded upon a more original determination of being in the sense 
~f acting. (2) This concept of acting is now grasped in the context of 
our present problem such that the beings which are determined in this 
way now more than ever admit a mathematical determinacy. In this 
way it comes about that, in comparison with Descartes. a much more 
intimate and essential connection becomes possible between the math­
ematical method of measuring movement (infinitesimal calculus) and 
the kind of being which is knowable. something which we shall not 
enter into here. 

Leibniz presented the considerations which are relevant here on 
different occasions and repeatedly in confrontation with Cartesian­
ism. This is clearest in his Specimen dynamicum pro admirandis naturae 
/egibus circa corporwn vires et mutuas actiones detegendis et ad suas 
causas revocandis, written in 1695.1 In this Specimen from the doctrine 
of dynamics Leibniz says clearly and concisely: "cuando agere est 
character substantiarwn, extensioque nil aliud quam jam praesuppositae 
nitenti.~ renitentisque id est resistentis substantiae continuationem sive 
diffusionem dicit, tantum abest, ut ipsammet substantiamfacere possit" 
(loc. cit., p. 235). "For activity is the originally demarcated and thus 
the distinguishing essence (character) of substances; extension, how­
ever. means nothing other than the continual repetition or expansion 
of a substance which has already been posited in advance as striving 
and striving against, that is, as resisting; extension is thus a far cry 
from being able to constitute the essence of substance itself." The 
agem is nitens and renitens (resistens), the actio a nisus and conatus, 
an inclination and a striving. Hie nisus passim sensibus occurrit, et meo 
Judicio uhique in materia ratione intelligitur. etiam ubi sensui non pater 
( p. 235 ). This characteristic of the being of substance-striving, striv­
ing against, resisting-"often directly confronts experience (we come 
across such a being). and even when this characteristic does not man­
ifest itself to sensible experience, it is, I suspect, through deliberation 
\ccn everywhere as that which belongs to matter." Such a thing as 

I. Leihni:£'11.~ Muthemutische Schriften, ed. C. I. Gerhardt (Berlin and Halle, 
I k~9-63 ). vol. VI. pp. 234-46 (part 1). 



82 Metaphysics 9/. 

resistance among things themselves and against themselves is able to 
be experienced, or rather, to be made visible as what necessarily 
belongs to things. But resistance is not a simple indifference to move­
ment, not a mere "non-participating,'' but a striving against, and this 
means something proper, from out of which something determines 
itself in another thing. If we were to assume that the essence of 
substances, and along with this their movement, are to be determined 
principally and exclusively through extensio, if, therefore, there were 
no resistance (renisus), then it would be incomprehensible why a large 
body, for example, should not be dragged along by the movement of 
a far smaller one running into it, without the smaller one thereby 
suffering any deceleration. The colliding body would have to achieve 
this effect fully ( cf. p. 241 ). In other words, in perceiving a collision, 
we experience in advance, in what lies in the being of these bodies. 
more than a mere alteration of their relationships of extension and 
location, that is, more than what the Cartesian theory of extensio 
would like to admit. We experience one body being stopped by an­
other, we experience the colliding into .... Belonging to the being of 
a body is a vis, and here there is a particular vis pass iva-the derivativa 
in distinction to primitiva (cf. p. 236f.). 

Leibniz was fully aware of the basic implications of this new for­
mulation of the being of substances---of all substances, that is, all 
beings, and not just the material things of nature. He was at the same 
time resolved to bring the previously misunderstood Aristotelian doc­
trine of Wvaj.l.\<; and tvEp"fEta into its own right and to restore its 
true meaning. Et quemadmodum Democriti corpuscula, et Platonu 
ideas, et Stoicorum in optima rerum nexu tranquillitatem nostra aetas 
a contemtu absolvit, ita nunc Peripateticorum tradita de Formis sive 
Entelechiis (quae merito aenigmatica visa sunt vixque ipsis Autoribus 
recte percepta) ad notiones inte/ligibile.~ re1•ocahuntur (p. 235). "As it 
is with the doctrine of Democritus regarding small particles and with 
the doctrine of Plato's ideas, and with the doctrine of the Stoics 
regarding the tranquility of the mind, which arises from insight into 
the best order of things, as it is with all these doctrines, which in our 
age have been absolved from contempt, now, too, is the traditional 
doctrine of the Peripatetics regarding the forms and the entelechies 
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being made here conceptually intelligible, a doctrine which rightfully 
has been considered enigmatic but which until now has been barely 
l:l'mprehended. even by the authors themselves." 

For us what is important here is to see how the renewal of the 
Aristotelian doctrine of ouvaJ.w; and tvtpY£ta appeals to definite 
aspects of the constitution of beings themselves. To this belongs the 
possibility of experiencing the collision and the recoil of one body 
upon another, and so of the resistance of things among and against 
themselves. Here there is at first only the one proviso: not to prema­
turely explain away or even downright ignore the simple facts of 
experience for the sake of some theory. 

If we were to say that resistance is able to be experienced not only 
from the relatedness of things to us, not only within the realm of our 
ability to be confronted by things, but also among the things them­
selves in their oppositional relations, then it would still be undecided 
whether this manifestness of the striving and counterstriving of things 
among themselves does not stand under the very determinate condi­
tions of our Dasein. But if this is the case, then we are still a long way 
from saying that the concept of force arises from the subjective expe­
riences of one's own ability. And there is the further question of 
whether the objectivity of what is experienced is even addressed by 
referring the possibility of experiencing the thrust and counterthrust 
of things among themselves to certain conditions.2 

However these questions are to be posed and developed, the precon­
dition for their treatment is always that we first of all become clear-sighted 
again with regard to the phenomena which we meet along the way. And 
to these belong especially the two modes of OUV<XJ.llc; with which we have 
become acquainted (9 I, 1046allfT.): the force of bearing (OUV(lf.ltc; toil 
7ta9Eiv) and of resisting (~tc; cina9dac;). We saw, moreover. how the 
most proper conception of these oovciJJ£tc; carries with itself and in itself 
the reference to the OUV(lf.ltc; which Aristotle adduces first of all. For 
Aristotle. too, designating a further way of OUV(lf.ltc; Kata KiVfl<nV turns 

. 2. Being-obstructed-in alignment with being-unobstructed: it can be dealt 
1~ nh ... : the for the sake of, care. Concerning the experience or resistance. see 
.\ .. ;, und Zeit I (Halle a.d. S .. 1927). § 43. p. 200fT. 
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upon the exposition of this inner constitutional reference to the guiding 
meaning. 

b) The how which belongs to force 

1046al6-19: 

1tclAlV f) autat Atyovtat 5uvcliJ.£t<; "f\ tOil j.16VOV 7tot"fJO"at "f\ (toil)7ta9£tV 
"f\ toil KaMi><;, cixn£ !Cal tv toi<; toutrov A6yot<; tvu7tlipxoucri 7t(J)<;, oi 
t<i>v npottprov 5uvcliJ.Erov i..6yot. 

"Once again the forces (ouvciJJ£t<;) are now named which have 
already been introduced and as such are understood either just simply 
in reference to that for which forces are, for doing or for suffering, or 
else in reference to what is 'in the right way,' so that even in under· 
standing this meaning of OUV(lJ..I.t<; the meanings of the aforementione4 
are also in a certain way understood along with it." !I 

The 1taAlV takes up the heretofore discussed meanings in order tq! 
put into relief once again a characteristic rooted in the guiding m~ 
ing but which at the same time determines this guiding meaning froiQ! 
a new perspective, thereby bringing it to a fuller determination. We 
are told what this means in .1 12 by means of an example (I 0 19a24tT.): 
EVlOtE yap toU<; J.16VOV av 1t0pEUOEVta<; i\ Ei1t6vta<;, J.lfl ICaMO<; ~ ~ 
J.lfl <il<; 1tpOdAoVtO, OU ~JlEV OUVa<JOat AtyEtv i\ paoi~EtV. "For at 
times we say of those who do walk or speak but not in the right way, 
or else not in the way in which they intended. ou ouva<JOat-tbat 
they cannot walk or speak." Thus we say of a poor speaker: He cannot 
speak. And yet, if we consider the matter simply and directly, be 
certainly does speak, perhaps even too much. But we say likewise of 
a runner who in fact zealously moves his legs and even goes somewhere 
that he nevertheless cannot run; he is lacking the right way, and 
lacking stamina; he is not accomplished in his own alTair-and so it 
is in each case different. Having the power for something ... means 
here: being accomplished in something, succeeding in the right way. 
Ability in this sense is mastering, being the master over ... , mastery. 
We simply say of a good speaker: He is a speaker. Being means here: 
having in the right way the power to do the task at hand. Having the 
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power for something is properly a force first when it is in the right 

way. 
To having the power for something, there belongs necessarily a /row 

which can modify itself in such and such a way but which carries 
within itself the claim to a possible fulfillment-Ka.A6><:, tmu:A.Eiv. Pre­
cisely in the concept of ~uvaJ.w; tcata KiVT)<nV there is then also a 
reference to t£A.o<; which inheres in its very constitution. This does 
not mean anything like "purposeful behavior," but rather: an inner 
ordering of something toward an end, a conclusion, an accomplish­
ment. Hence WvaJ.w; implies the moment of being on the way toward 
something. of the oriented striving, oriented toward an end and a 
being accomplished-and hence there belongs to the inner structure 
of ouvaJ.lt<; the character of "in such and such a way," "this way or 
that." in short: the how. This now holds also in the same way for the 
ouvaJ.ll<; tOU 1tOttiv as well as for the WvaJ.lt<; tOU 1ta9Eiv and 
ouvaJ.ll<; f~t<; cX1ta0da<;. 

The meaning of WvaJ.lt<; which is introduced under 1tciA.tv is not a 
new kind which stands over and against the others, but is to be 
brought back to the guiding phenomenon and to be conceived as 
belonging to it in its very constitution. With this the insight into the 
full content of WvaJ.lt<; as apxl) J.1£ta~).:ft<; becomes more focused. 
Being as apxl'i. being the origin for ... , does not mean, then, a thing 
or a property from which something proceeds. Instead, being an origin 
for something other is in itself a proceeding to the other. This pro­
ceeding toward can succeed or fail in attaining what it goes after; it 
must always already prepare itself for a particular mode and manner 
of itself. The tca.A6>t;, does not signify an addition but rather points to 
a characteristic which, although variable in itself, belongs to the es­
sence of ouvaJ.lt<;. Hence, the power for something is always a not 
falling short of a definite how. In the essence of force there is, as it 
Were. the demand upon itself to surpass itself. 

Hence if we speak simply of one ~uvaJ.lt<;, of a J.16vov WvaaOat, 
then we are turning away from the characteristic of tca.A6>t;,. More 
exactly: We are leaving the essential and indissociable how indefinite 
and indifferent; we are not keeping the full essential content of 
OllvaJ.lt<; in view. 
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An attempt was made to indicate concisely just how the assignment 
of force as a basic characteristic of even the material things of nature 
appeals to the basic experiential relationships of thrust and counter­
thrust among the things themselves. But Leibniz not only defended 
this formulation of substantia as actio against Descartes's definition 
of extensio, he also grounded it at the same time fundamentally and 
philosophically through the doctrine known as "monadology." On~ 
usually sees the import of this doctrine-and this holds for philosoph­
ical reports as well-in Leibniz's assumption that all things are, so to 
speak, besouled: everything that is, is endowed with force-forces~ 
then a kind of parasite and bacteria that have worked their way in 
everywhere. In truth, however, according to the principle of monad~ 
logy, it is not the individual beings which are endowed with force, but 
rather the reverse: force is the being which first lets an individual beini 
as such be, so that it might be endowed with something at all. Fon:1 
is thereby comprehended as tendency, as nisus (nitens and renitens)•, 
In principle, then, the imputation that natural things are determined 
by forces is only an essential consequence of the determination of 
substance as monad, vis.-Leibniz appeals explicitly to the connection 
his doctrine has to that of Aristotle, which is to be brought to its own 
efficacy. It would be a misunderstanding if we wanted to lecture to 
Leibniz that his conception is incorrect and unhistorical, if we wanted 
to take issue with him that he in fact interprets only his own 
monadological doctrine of being back into the philosophy of Aris· 
totle. The Leibnizian comprehension of Aristotle is admittedly not 
correct, but by no means in the sense that it is incorrect, for "correct 
and incorrect" is no standard at all when it comes to true historical 
knowledge. But to be sure, the Leibnizian comprehension of Aristotle 
is an essential one-and thereby a genuinely historical one. It is a 
conception that has something which can encounter the past. some· 
thing to which then this past alone answers and expresses itself. What 
we gather from the Leibnizian appeal to the ability to experience thrust 
and counterthrust is this: The regress to the "subject" is not required 
in order to comprehend the basic outline of the essence of force. -The 
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phenomena of force, bearance (OUV(lfltc; tou xa9£iv) and resistance 
(£;;1~ axa9da~). are for this reason first mentioned by Aristotle in 
order to make visible the inner reference to the force of doing and 
forming (ouv(lfltc; tou Jtotdv), and so in order to interpret OUV(lfltc; 
as apxil J.1£ta~oA.f)c; in an active sense. The KaA.ci>c; £mt£A.eiv also 
turns upon this relating back. But the inner grounding of the necessary 
belonging of the how to force in general has not yet been explicitly 
discussed (see below, p. 134f.). 

§ 1/. The unity of the force of doing and bearing: the 
ontological and the ontic concepts of force 

and their inner adhesion 

What now follows in the text (9 I, 1046al9-29) at first looks like a 
repetitive summary. 

cpav£pov ouv oo fern J,ttv cilc; J.l(a WvaJ..nc; tou JtOl£iv Kal mio'x£tv 
(Ouvatov yap tern Ka\ t<jl fx£tV aUtO MlVQJ.l\V tOU mx9riv Ka\ t<jl ciUo 
im' autou), fern o'cilc; cill11. 1'1 J,ttv yap tv tQ> miaxovn· ou~ yap to 
fxnv nva ap~v. Kal dvat ~c:a\ 't1)v uA.11v ap~v nva, xciax£1 to 
lt6.CJXOV Ka\ ciUo ux' ciUou· to A.mapov J,ltv yap Kaoot6v, to o' 
ll1t£lKOV <00\ 9A.aat6v· OJ.lO(oo«; lit Kal tm trov cilloov. 1'1 o' tv t<jl 
ltOlOUVt\, oiov to 9£pJ.lOV Ka\ l'J olKOOOJ.l1~, l'J J1h' tv tcp 9£pJ.laYtlKcj>, 
ti o' EV tcj> ollCOOOfl\Kcj>. 0\0 n <ruJ.17tt4jiUICEV, oi>Otv Jt6.CJX£l auto U4jl' 
f.autou· tv yap Kal ouK ciUo. 

"Evident now is the following: A force for doing and for tolerating 
is at one time (in one respect) such that one single force (as one and 
the same) is both, ... but at another time it is such that each of the 
two is another (such that it is both, in each case as other in another)." 
Now the explanation for the first possibility (ouvaJ.ltc; ci>c; J.l(a): "Hav­
ing the force for something (for bearing) means, namely, both: having 
the force to bear, as well as: having this force by virtue of the fact that 
annther suffers from that which has the force to do something." Now 
l:omcs. with ti J.ltv (a22) and i) ot (a26), the explanation of the second 
Possibility (OUV(lfltc; ci>c; cillll): "The one OUV(lfltc; is in that which 
bears for the reason that this has something like an origin. a beginning, 
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for something else, and for the reason that the material, too, is some­
thing like an origin, a beginning for something; and thus for the reason 
that the one that bears bears something. and this as the one by virtue 
of the other. The oily is namely burnable, and the yielding, whatever 
it may be, is breakable; and so it is in the same way with other things. 
The other OUVCXf.J.t<;. however. is present in what is producing, for 
example, the warm in what is warming, the art of building in the one 
who knows how to build. -Because of this, to the extent that what 
is producing (doing) and what is bearing (suffering) are present to­
gether as one and the same being, this being itself tolerates nothing 
by itself; for it is (then) one thing and not that one thing toward 
another." 

What does Aristotle want to say with these sentences, which he ad~ 

to his characterization of the differing oovciJJ£tc;? At first glance it~· ·.· 
in fact, only a summarizing review through which we learn th 
OUVCXJJ.\<; as such is a OUVCXJJ.\C:, of doing, of production, and a OUVCXJ.L · 
of suffering, of bearing; and the doing must always be in another be" 
than what suffers, or else, where they are the same, as in the case witij 
the doctor who treats him- or herself, there indeed both are the sam~ 
human, the one who is treating, the doctor, and the one being treat~ 
the patient, but in different respects-first the human as a person who 
practices a profession, and then as an occurring life exposed to peril. 

It is, of course, in principle not precluded that such a summary bo 
given; we find this quite often in Book Ll (cf. Lll2). But the paragraph 
under discussion has such a striking and conscious arrangement that 
we may not evade the challenge to put the expressed content corre­
spondingly into sharp relief. LluvcxJJ.\C:, tou n:ot£iv Kat n:a<JXElV is being 
discussed. Heretofore this has not been discussed at all in this form. 
But this phrase already carries with it the problem that Aristotle wants 
to resolve in what follows. 

For the question here is: When one speaks of the OUVCXJJ.\<; of doing 
and of tolerating. are two oovaf.lEl<; meant. two modes of OUVCXJ.L~ 
or only one? If only one. then in what sense is OUVCXJ.Ltc; understood? 
If two, then how is OUVCXJ.ll<; to be grasped in its unity? 

Aristotle says simply: (ouvcxf.ltc; tou n:otEiv Kat n:a<JXElV) fern J,Jtv 
00c; f.llCX ... fern o'O>c; clAATI (1046al9, a21/22). It is thus explicitly 
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brought into tension with an ambiguity in the essence and the concept 
llf 5\JvaJ.uc;. The WvaJ.ll~ toi> 7t01£iV Kalmi<JXElV is in a certain way 
om'. This means: force is in itself force for doing, for producing; in 
the orientation toward what is to be produced, there is the reference 

10 what can be produced. The producible is such an out of something. 
Being out of something is a mode of the from-out-of-which: as the 
pliant and formable, some kind of material, for example. The essence 
of force as force for producing also encompasses in a certain way this 
being "out of something" of producibility. The "out of something" of 
a thing's producibility is, however, WvaJ.ll~ toi> 7tCX<JXElV. This 
ouvaJ.ll~ (as cXpX""· as that from out of which something becomes 
producible) is implicated in the essence of the bUV(lJ.ll~ toi> 7t01£iv. 
This is the case not only in general, but rather every particular pro­
ducing. for example that of an axe, is related to stone, bronze, iron, 
and the like, but not to water, sand, or wood. Conversely, all these 
materials as potentially pliable implicitly refer to that which can be 
made of them through a definite way of producing, and so they refer 
to definite ways of producing and comporting with. Whether we know 
this explicitly in every case is irrelevant at this point. 

The result of all this is that force in itself is the relation of the cipxl't 
toil 7tOl£iv to an cipxl't toi> 7tclcJxElV, and vice versa. The essence of 
force in itself, in terms of its own essence and in relation to this essence, 
diverges into two forces in an originary way. This of course does not 
mean that a definite individual force directly at hand consists of two 
forces, but rather that this force in its essence, that is, being a force 
as such, is this relation of the 1t01£lV to a 1t6:<JXElV: being a force is 
hoth as one----<il<; J..L(a. The relation [Be=ug] is an implication [Einbe=ugj; 
force is implicating on the basis of its being directed outward and its 
going beyond. "Force" taken in this way, understood as being-force, 
is the "ontological" concept of force. "Ontological"-the traditional 
expression means the being of beings. Here it means: the force-being 
of every particular force, whether being in some way or other or 
~ossibty being. Force-being does not consist of two present-at-hand 
lon.:cs. but rather, to the extent that a force is present. there is in this 
heing present the implicating outward directedness toward the corre­
sponding opposing force. This is so because this outwardly directed 
llllplication belongs to the being-force of force. 
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If 5uvaJ.uc;. in contrast, is not understood~ J.l(a but~ <illT), if 
it is understood, that is, in such a way that with it always one or the 
other of the two forces belonging to force-being is intended as this 
individual force present for itself. then the expression WvaJ.lt~ has, as 
we say, an ontic meaning. It does not mean force-being as being; it 
means, rather, a definite being, this being as the origin of a doing, or 
this being as the origin of a suffering. We then mean that respective 
being which has its share in force-being in a definite respect. We do 
not mean this force-being itself, but rather that which shares in it (thi 
subjectum). 

But Aristotle does not simply want to say that 5uvaJ.lt~ in its usage 
has at times an ontic meaning, and at other times an ontological 
meaning. Instead it belongs to the essence of what we call force, that 
it must be understood in this ambiguity. If we experience or attend to 
a definite, present force, then we already understand being-force ill 
advance, and to the extent that we understand this, we have in min~ 
along with it that from out of which something is produced, somet~ 
with which a beginning can be made, thus what is itself thereby in i! 
certain sense a beginning, CtpX""· namely apxl'l toi> naOEiv. Co~ 
versely, if we understand force-being in its essence, which means u.i 
the mutual implication of the opposing and outwardly directed ori~ 
gins, then we also already know that a being force [eine seiende Kraft} 
is always a kind of doing or of tolerating, and in such a way that wba~ 
is doing is a different being from what suffers, or else when they are: 
the same, the doer is the sufferer in a different respect. In this way' 
from out of the essence of force it becomes clear why as CtpX"" it must 
necessarily be tv cillcp or ti <illo. 

The sentence which closes the paragraph we have just dealt with 
(a27ff.: Su) ti <ruJ.l7tt~'llK£V ... ) can be understood, if at all. only with 
regard for what has been presented, which means with regard for the 
fact that Aristotle wants to make known the inner cohesiveness of the 
ontological and on tic concept of force. The sentence is not at all comi 
prehended in its content if one takes it. as interpreters do, only as • 
rewriting of the ti <illo. Aristotle wants to say: If force-being means 
the original unitary, implicating, and reciprocal relation of being an 
origin for doing and suffering, then this ontological unity of the 
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reciprocal relation does not mean the ontic unity and convergence of 
on tic forces of mutually differing character. If one comprehends this 
unity in this way (ontically), then this "one" can so little provide the 
site for force-being, and for a relationship, that this "one" itself is not 
at all capable of tolerating something on its own behalf; and this also 
means that with reference to itself, neither is it a doer. The unity of 
force-being needs instead to be understood from out of the fact that 
this unity, as a unity of reflexive and inclusive relational being, de­
mands precisely the on tic discreteness and difference of beings, which 
always persist with the character of force-being. that is, are the "sub­
ject"' of force. Thus force does not consist of two forces, but rather, 
if force-being is in a being, then that being is split into two forces. 

From this interpretation perhaps it has become clear why Aristotle 
does not simply define a sequence of individual "types" of forces, 
beginning with the force for doing, etc., as though his purpose would 
then be to seek the universal of these types. That he does not proceed 
in this fashion is grounded in his vigilant insight into the divisive, 
simple essence of force-being; that is, it is grounded in his successful 
entrance into the ontological and philosophical interpretation of es­
sence . 

. ~· 12. Force and unforce-the carrying along with of withdrawal. 
The full guiding meaning 

Henceforth (in what the chapter has still to bring) another variation 
of the word WvaJ.w; is explained in what appears again to be simply 
a loosely connected addition: force in the sense of unforce. 

I046a29-35: JCall'J liM>v(IJl(a JCal 'to Cdiuva'tov i) Tft 'totaU'tfl M.lvliJJ.t:t 
£vavtia O"ttp11<rlc; t<mv. <ixrrE 'toil au'tou JCal JCata 'to au'to nciaa 
OUVaiJ tc; MUV(IJl (a [ n 0 t aM.lva~Jir;x. H .]. 1'1 Ot <Jttpllmc; AtyE'tat 
nuM.axWc;· Kai yc'.lp to 1-li'l fxov Kai 'to Jt£1jluJC0c; tav 1-li'l fxn. il (lAroe; il 
c">tr JttljluJCEv. JCal il ci>Oi. oiov navn:Milc;, il JCI'iv 6ruooouv. tn'£v(rov S'tav 
nrQuJC6ta qEtv 1-1il fxn l3ir;x. tO'tEpfJ<Jem tai>ta Atyo~JEv. 

"And unforce (forcelessness) and consequently also the 'forceless' 
Is a withdrawal as what lies over and against Wv(lJ.ltc; in the sense 



92 Metaphysics 9 /. 

developed; hence every force, if it becomes unforce, that is, as unforce 
is in each case in relation to and in accordance with the same (with 
respect to that by which a force is a force, every force is unforce). 
Withdrawal, however, is stated and understood in multiple ways. 
Something is in a state of withdrawal (is affected by and is going 
through withdrawal) if it simply does not have something else; that 
is. when it does not have something even though it should have this 
something (what has withdrawn) according to its essence. (And again 
this not having is possible in various ways and respects:) either when 
what is affected by the withdrawal does not have what has withdrawn 
at all, or when it does not have this at the moment even though it 
could have this, or when it does not have this to some extent, for 
example when it does not at all have this, or finally when it does not 
have what has withdrawn in a certain way. We also say something is 
in a state of withdrawal if, through violence and on the basis of this 
suffered violence. it does not have what according to its nature it could 
and should have." (The parallel treatment in .112, 1019bl5-21.) 

Here it is stated: In addition to force there is unforce, "im-potentia," 
non-force. Yet this non- and this un- are not merely negations, but 
mean rather having withdrawn, "being in a state of withdrawaf'­
<Tttpll<nc;. This, however, is understood in different ways correspond­
ing to the possible various relations belonging to a relationship of 
withdrawal. This much is completely clear and understandable. If we 
do not go further, to be sure. we also remain outside the ontological 
and philosophical grasp of the matter which Aristotle wants to bring 
out here. In order to comprehend this, we shall begin with an expla­
nation of <Tttp11<nc;. but only to the extent that Aristotle himself 
introduces it in this passage. (Otherwise see .1 22 and 1.) We shall 
illustrate the essence of <Tttp11<nc; by enlisting what Aristotle states in 
an example. In fact, we choose an example which is often cited and 
which at the same time is already related to the phenomenon it treats 
(OUVaJ.uc;, force), namely the power of vision, sight, or else the lack 
of this power. 

Something is in a state of withdrawal (E<J'tEPTlJ.lEVOV) in different 
ways (0 I, Joe. cit.); first. to J.lfl fxov--if it simply does not have 
something different from itself. for example. a stone and the power 
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to see; £cnEpTUJ.tvov is as well: to JtEijluKoc; £av J .. ri'\ fxn-when some­
thing does not have something different from itself although it should 
have this something according to its essence, should have what has 
withdrawn; for example, the human, for whom the power of vision, 
sight. is essentially appropriate, can lack the power to see. This not­
having (of the human) mentioned second is now for its part still 
possible in different ways; first, oA.coc;-the power to see is utterly 
withdrawn from the human when the human is blind from birth; then, 
otE 7ttlj)UKEv-when the human does not have the power to see at the 
moment, although he or she could have it; for example, if a person, 
awake and looking around, cannot see for reasons of eye disease; Kat 
~ cOOi--or when the human does not have what has withdrawn to this 
or that extent, for example, a person with one eye; ~ Kclv 67tCOOouv­
when a person does not have what has withdrawn in a certain way, 
when he cannot see, for example, because it happens to be dark or 
because what is to be seen is otherwise covered. 

We must again emphasize that by introducing examples such as this 
of the multiple ways of a'ttpTJ<nc;. still nothing at all can be said 
concerning its essence. And even if the explicit treatment of O"ttpfl<nc; 
as such meets with only partial success in Aristotle and antiquity in 
general. still the movement which the discovery of this phenomenon 
brought to philosophy (up to Hegel) must not be forgotten. (The 
exactitude of the summarizing definition which follows is in any case 
secondary-and troubling over such a definition, even if successful, 
becomes disastrous if the full efficacy and consequence of this thought 
never actually comes to pass. or for some time has ceased to be.) 

What relation, then, does <Tttpfl<nc; hold to our complex of ques­
tions concerning ouvaJ.I.tc;? Does this occur merely to show that there 
is. in addition to force, unforce as well? No. Aristotle wants instead 
to say something else. This receives a concise formulation in the 
sentence at line 30f.: tou auto\> Kat Kata to auto naaa OUVaJ.I.tc; 
fi.OUVaJ.I.ia .. "In relation to and in accordance with the same is every 
Ioree unforce." And so the text is also clear: there is no need to 
llllprove it with the dative aOUVaJ.I.lc;l. What is emphasized here is the 
referring back of unforce upon the same thing by which force is force: 
what is emphasized is the constitutional belonging of unforce to the 
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guiding meaning of force-as an inner variation of this. and even in 
differing respects that are already pre-given with the power to do 
something, each according to its particular content. 

• 

What appears at I 046a 19-29 to be merely a redundancy is the first 
step to the unitary, essential determination of the phenomenon of 
WvaJ.U<;. The formulation WvaJ.U<; toil nottiv Kat naaxEtv expresses 
an ambiguity. According to this, OUV<Xf.l.t<; means (I) roc; Jl{a-as som~ 
thing unitary: a being [ein Seinj; (2) roc; iill11-as always one and 
another: definite beings. With regard to (I), the force of doing and 
suffering as one: the one apx"" implicating the other-only with t~ 
implicating, reciprocal apx""-character is the essence of OUV<Xf.l.l<; ful~ 
filled. Regarding (2), if such a force comes to be, then it does sO 
necessarily as two forces, or else as one being in two different ontic 
respects. Thus this passage does not argue for the ontic coexistence 
of two present forces as though they were one. Further, unforce is 
distinguished from force. The question here is once again whether 
only a modification is set forth, or whether this is a reflexive ques-1 

tioning for the comprehension of the entire essence. l:tEPTl<n<;. thei 
withdrawal of force, means (I) J.Li'l fxov-a simple not-having, (2) tc) 

~Ko<; tav Jli'l txn-when something does not have what it should 
have, and this in differing ways and respects. 

The decisive thesis reads (a30-31 ): "Every force is unforce with 
reference to and in accordance with the same thing." This states that 
unforce is nevertheless bound to the realm of force that remains 
withdrawn from it. That from which something has withdrawn is 
related in and through this withdrawal precisely to that which has 
withdrawn. And despite the negative character of the withdrawal, this 
withdrawing relation always produces its own positive characteriza­
tion for that which is in the state of withdrawal commensurate with 
the way of the withdrawal (which itself is still different in relation to 
one and the same thing). Aristotle brings up at A 12 a significant 
example (I 0 19b 18f. ): ou yap OJlOlW<; &;v <!laiJ.1£V aouvatov dvcn 
y£vvav Jlai&x Kat iiv0pa Kat £i>vouxov. "For we are not inclined to 
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call the boy. the man. and the eunuch powerless to procreate in the 
same sense.·· In this example the modifications of withdrawal and the 
modes of a positive being [Sein] which are given with them can be 
easily demonstrated, and thus they elucidate the essence of <Tttp11m<; 
as a modification of possessing and having. We, too. still use today 
the expression "impotent" (powerless) in a distinctive and emphatic 
sense with reference to the power of procreation. This points to a 
special bond between "force" and "life" (as a definite mode of dvat, 
of being), a bond with which we are acquainted from daily experience 
and common knowledge. without scrutinizing its inner essence and 
ground. 

And then finally the modification of force to un-force, from pos­
sessing and having to a withdrawal, is a more essential one in the field 
of force than in other phenomena . .duvaJ.ll<; is in a preeminent sense 
exposed and bound to cntp11m<;. 

One is inclined in this context to point out that this modification 
into withdrawal occurs in many other realms as well. For example, 
rest is for movement the corresponding phenomenon in a state of 
withdrawal, and precisely this relationship is often and readily cited 
as a characteristic example of <Tttp11m<;. See also Aristotle himself, 
Phys. a 12, 221bl2f.: ou yap xav to aldVlltov i1PEJ..L£i, CVJ.JJ. to 
EO'tEPTII.lEVOV ICl.~<JEox; 1tE'tnco<; ~ ICl.VEia9at. "For not everything 
unmoving is at rest; rather, we call the unmoving at rest only when it 
is unmoving through being robbed of movement, and in such a way 
that what has been robbed is suited, according to its inner essence, to 
being moved." (Compare what was said earlier about ta J.la9TJJ.latucci: 
aiCivTJta-the mathematical is unmoving inasmuch as it is outside the 
possibility of movement entirely, and only then is it also outside the 
possibility of rest.) Likewise is <JlC6to<;, darkness. cn£p11m<; for~. 
light (De an. B 7, 418bl8f.), and keeping silent is a <nEPTIOl<; of speech. 
silence a cn£p11m<; of noise. Thus one does not see how force and 
unforce carry along with them the "steretic" relationship in a preem­
Inent sense. Neither does Aristotle say anything about this. He cer­
tainly docs not. And yet we still need to pursue this question further. 
not only because it is of far-reaching importance for the potential 
understanding of the essence of Wvaf.lt<; Kata ldvllmv-and even of 
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more importance for BuvaJ.U<; tnt nAtov-but also because what is 
touched upon in this question leads directly to what Aristotle discusses 
subsequently in chapter two. 

We saw that WvaJ.U<; in itself is at once BuvaJ.w; toil 7tOl£iv Ka\ 
7tcl<JXElV, that the relation to what can bear. to what endures. what 
resists, belongs to the essential structure of force. Not that it could 
ever be predetermined or directly discerned which beings withstand 
an effective force in their character of being able to bear; what is 
decisive is that what can bear belongs somehow to the realm of a force 
of producing. Every such force delineates a realm for itself, within 
which it dominates that for which it is, and what it is, namely force. 
Force then always dominates itself in a peculiar sense. Every force 
accordingly has a character of possessing that is difficult to grasp with 
sufficient generality; this character of possessing is precisely this im­
plicating delineation of its realm. Hence a losing, and so a distinctive 
way of withdrawal, is in an emphatic sense capable of corresponding 
to this characteristic of possessing. The steretic alteration of force into 
unforce is accordingly of a different kind from, say, the tum from 
movement toward rest, not only because force and movement are 
different according to their particular content but because the proper 
possessive character of force is more inwardly bound up with loss and 
withdrawal. 

The Aristotelian proposition, naaa WvaJ.lt~ aBuvaJ.l(a (see p. 93), 
does not mean to say that wherever a force is at hand, there factically 
and necessarily an unforce is also at hand, but rather that every force 
is, if it becomes unforce, the loss of its possession. It is unforce by 
virtue of one and the same thing by which force is forceful. And, to 
repeat. it generally holds for every atfpTJm~ that it pertains always 
to a &KtlK6v-what something can take to itself and keep: the 
Ofx£a9at, the taking-to-oneself. is in fact proper to Wvaj.lt~ in a 
distinctive sense. so much so that 8uvaa9at and 8£X£a9at at times 
become synonymous in the ancient Greek language. 

Looking back. we now see. however, that naming aBuvaJ.l(a and 
aoovatov no more means a mere "enumeration" of some kind of 
force than did the earlier references to BuvaJ.lt~ toil na9Eiv and M;~ 
ana9££~. Instead, it makes visible. as did these, a necessary structural 
element of the full essence. 
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If we were once again briefly to list all the essential elements, they 
,vould be: to force there belongs the from-out-of-which of a being­
out-toward. and the reciprocal relation to what bears in the broadest 
sense. Each of the two exhibits the character of an implicating delin­
eation which carries along with it as preeminently possessive the pos­
sibility of loss and withdrawal. The outwardly directed implication 
persists in this way in some kind of definite or non-differentiated how. 
The f.v ciU.q> which belongs to cipxti as a determination does not 
simply designate the force that is articulated in this way as a thing 
that is present somewhere else, but means rather precisely this: Al­
though the from-out-of-which is in another being, this other that is 
defined in this way is precisely that which has in itself a relational and 
governing reference, and so a wide-reaching range [Reich-weite]. With 
a full understanding of the preceding guiding meaning, we need to 
transfer all these attained characteristics of force back to and into this 
guiding meaning, in order to come up to the level of understanding 
that Aristotle demands when he says that the &uvci!J.Et<; Kata ldVIl<nV 
are addressed 7tpoc; to auto clooc;-1tpO<; 7tpc0tr)v j.ltav (cf. Met. 0 I, 
1046a9f.). 

But then how do things stand with the determination of J.lt:tapoA.tj, 
which also appears in the guiding meaning (cipxfl JJ£taP<>A.flc;)? With 
the full explanation of the essence of force, it has, as it were, fallen by 
the wayside. And consequently neither have we learned anything 
about the extent to which the Wvaj.lt<; under discussion is precisely 
MvaJ.H<; Kata ldvTt<nV. To be sure, this was not the topic. It is true 
that Aristotle does not deal with JJ£taPoA.tj as such. but he does in 
fact deal with it inasmuch as ouvaJ.U<; is defined as its apxtj. For what 
does it mean that ouvaJ.U<; is the from-out-of-which. which implicates 
into its own realm that which in itself is able to bear? This indeed says 
only that force, on the basis of its essence, first provides a possible .~ire 
liJ/' a change from something to something. To say that what can 
endure is exposed to something which works it over means: something 
hJ...c change is already and necessarily signified in this reciprocal rela­
tion. both what permits being formed into shape as well as the forming 
Production. Hence JJ£taPoA.t1 in the fully understood guiding meaning 
110 longer means one-sidedly only the active transforming; neither is 
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it passive bearing simply appended on to this. Instead it means the 
reciprocal relation of both as such. In this sense f.1£tajk>A:" is indeed 
implicitly discussed in the preceding: it has so little fallen by the 
wayside that pointing out these references----OuvaJ.U<; tou 1tOl£iV Ka\ 
nciax£tv cil<; f.l{a-brings it into view. 

Only now do we first correctly understand what is said in Kata 
lC{VIlmV, force understood in terms of movement. It does not simply 
mean, as it appeared initially, that what is at issue here is the force 
that can be discerned in a being that is found in movement. Instead, 
Wvaf.Lt<; Kata lC{VIlmV is of the sort whose essential structure is 
co-given in the basic phenomenon of f.1£tajk>A."', precisely in the re­
ciprocal relation between OOVaf.Lt<; tou 1t0l£iv and tou ml<JX£tv-un­
derstood in terms of such movement and with an eye toward it. It is 
no accident that Aristotle explicitly comes to speak of the relation 
between no{ Time; and nci9Tlmc; (or no{Tif.la and mi9oc;) precisely where 
he expressly speaks of movement (cf. Phys. r 3). 

While an enumeration and a grouping of the types of forces is not 
the intention of this first chapter which we have now discussed, the 
theme is rather precisely the unity of the articulated essential structure 
of force in general. Likewise, the following second chapter aims to­
ward a division of Wvaf.lt<; Kata K{VIlmv. 



Chapter Two 

}/etaphysics 9 2. The Division of .1uvaJ,uc; Kata K{VIl<nV for the 
Purpose of Elucidating Its Essence 

.~· 13. Concerning A.&yoc; ( conversance) and soul. The divisions: 
''conversant/without conversance" and "besouledlsoulless" 

1046a36-b2: btrl a·at Jjtv tv to~ mvuxot~ tvuncipxoumv cipxal 
tota\)'t(ll.., al a· tv toi~ EJl'!l')xo~ Kat tv 'ljiUXti Kal 'tflc; 'ljiUXflc; tv tcj> 
'A.6yov fxovn, ~A.ov {m Kal tcilv liuvciJ,l£rov ai J,.ltv faovtat cU.oyot al 
lit JJ.£ta A.6you. 

"Since, then, some (those forces understood with respect to move­
ment) are present in beings without soul by way of belonging to them 
and co-constituting them, whereas others are present in the besouled, 
that is, in the soul as such, indeed, in the kind of soul that has in itself 
a discourse, it is thereby evident that some of the forces are also 
without a discourse, whereas others are with a discourse (directed by 
such a discourse)." 

Thus. the chapter opens up very clearly with a division of &uv6.J,J.£lc;. 
and apparently it is supposed to be a complete division of all possible 
forces: ai J,ltv---ai st. And what is the criterion for the division? Put 
concisely: a major difference of the realms of beings to which each of 
the forces belongs; the expression tvuxap:xoumv does not simply 
mean the coming forth and emerging for a time of this or that force 
in this or that region. but this concise Greek form of expression holds 
the meaning: the forces belong to and co-constitute the being and the 
being character of the realms of being that are encountered; accord­
ingly. the division of forces can be accomplished by following the 
division of the realms of being. The result is a division of forces into 
O\Jvcq.lnc; W..oyot and ouv6.J,J.£tc; j.1£tcl Myou, forces without discourse 
and forces directed by discourse; this same division for the corre-
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spending OuVatci is found at b22f.: tcX civEU Myou ouvatci-without 
discourse, and tcX KatcX A.6yov OUVatci-- in keeping with discourse 
(likewise later on at 1048a3ff.). 

This division ensues in accordance with the division of the realms 
of beings into those without souls and those that are besouled. And 
yet, the two divisions do not readily coincide. In order to explore this 
and to glean from it the significance of the division for the task of the 
essential determination of ouvaJ.I.l<; Kata ldv11mv. it is necessary to 
discuss, even if only briefly, several points. 

First of all, the divisions and the dividing. The splitting of beings 
into those without soul and those that are besouled appears to be 
clear; but it seems also that it is as empty of significance as any negative 
division by way of bifurcation, dichotomy. This kind of division in 
fact has the advantage of being in each case correct and complete; for 
example, the division of the whole body of human beings on our planet 
into those possessing motorcycles and those not possessing them is 
just as complete as it is correct. We observe immediately that this 
division does not tell us much because we can produce at will endless 
others of this sort. If we do not restrict the realm of division to human 
beings and extend it instead to all beings, then it appears that, with 
regard to this, the division into those without soul and those besouled, 
and non-living and living has the same dual character as the afore­
mentioned division of all human beings: beings that do not possess 
soul, and those that do possess it-those without soul, ci'lfUXOV, and 
those that are besouled, fJ.l'lfUXOV. The manner of division, the form. 
the formula is the same; only the what of what is divided is different. 

And yet, entirely apart from the character and the scope of the 
divided realms. this last division into two realms of being is different 
from the division into those human beings who possess motorcycles 
and those who do not possess them. Although. formally, in both cases 
something is presented as a negative bifurcation. it is still possible to 
ask how that upon which the division occurs is related to what is 
divided. Thus, the motorcycle is indeed a determination of a human 
being, but it is not essential for the human being; he can also exist 
without the motorcycle. Beings that are besouled can in no way be 
the beings that they are without soul. But is the same not true of a 
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human who possesses a motorcycle? Surely this person also cannot 
be such a human without being a human who possesses a motorcycle. 
True. but nevertheless he can, if he does not possess a motorcycle. 
still continue to be that which he already is, whether he possesses a 
motorcycle or not, namely, a human being; thus that which he must 
be in the first place in order to be able to possess something like a 
motorcycle. Even though in both cases the division is made on the 
basis of the possessing and not possessing of something, nevertheless 
in the first case the nonpossession (of the motorcycle) does not involve 
the being of the possessor; what is there in possession does not rep­
resent any essential determination of what is divided, human beings. 
In contrast, the second division is made on the basis of the possession 
and nonpossession of something of the sort that absolutely belongs 
to the constitution of the being of the beings in question. Accordingly, 
the not possessing, the remaining withdrawn, is not unessential; the 
negation is an essential negation. But one could still say that if a being 
does not possess a soul, it can nevertheless remain and be a being. 
Certainly. However. what it is then is precisely no longer what it was 
as a being. Were the first case to hold, then the human through the 
loss of the motorcycle would need to become an animal or some other 
similar kind of being. Many indiscriminate things can be implicit in 
the human's lack of a motorcycle; for example, that the one in ques­
tion perhaps does not have the needed money to procure it. or that 
he does not need a vehicle of this sort. or that he finds such a thing 
altogether tasteless. or that it never even crosses his mind to consider 
whether to possess or not possess it. On the contrary, by not possessing 
a soul. something very determinate is given. Through being besouled. 
a being is something living. "Life," however. is a way of being; if 
therefore this way of being is altogether lacking. but the one that lacks 
it is nonetheless addressed as being, then this points to those determi­
nations which necessarily define this lifeless being as a being in its 
heing in contradistinction to something alive. We notice that the 
lifeless is something other than the dead; a stone is never dead. not 
hecause it continuously lives. but because it does not live in the first 
Place and therefore cannot at all know death. The second division is. 
although formally the same as the first example, nevertheless of a 
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different character; it says more. This m~ans it requires essentially 
more for its enactment, namely the glimpse into the being constitution 
of the being in question as such. 

In all of this we have juxtaposed simply for our present purposes 
two examples of division. These deliberations appear trivial, and yet 
behind them lies hidden a decisive problem. What the division of 
beings into essential realms concerns, in contrast to the usually carried 
out division of a region of objects-and this is just what "realm'" 
means-encompasses peculiar questions which we in philosophy havo 
heretofore taken much too lightly; and thus we have adequately cl!U'o!l 
ified neither the essence nor the proper ground of the division carri~ 
out here. 

Hence if Aristotle refers the division of &uvciJu:t<; back to such ~ 
essential division of the realms of being, thus back to a division of thi 
ways of being, and if-as we heard-the &uvciJu:t<; as such belong in 
each case to the essence of being, then we learn at the same time bJ: 
this division of the 5uvciJu:t<; something essential about OOV<XJ.U<; ill 
general and its essential possibilities. But then the discussion of the 
second chapter is to be brought to the same level as that of the first. 
We should attend no less, therefore, to what yields itself essentially 
with regard to OOV<XJ.U<; Kata ldVTtcnv in general, than to its modifi­
cations in the said realms of being . 

• 

A division may not be imposed externally onto what is to be divided; 
as something which belongs to the being of the divided, that upon 
which the division occurs must be derived from what is to be divided. 
So what about the division of &uvdJ.IEt<; into those without discourse 
and those directed by discourse? Moreover. how does this twofold 
division relate to the twofold division of beings into those without 
souls and those with souls? This appears to be a matter of a simple 
congruence, yet this relation is by no means immediately clear, as we 
shall see. 

We begin with the first question: What does 5uvaJ.U<; <Uoyoc; or 
J.lEta Myou mean? What does Myoc; mean here? We translate it as 
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"discourse." But just what does discourse have to do with force. such 
that there comes to be with reference to MSyoc; an essential division 
of &uvaJ.lnc;? 

We treated the original meaning of MSyoc; at the very beginning of 
this lecture. Af:yEtv: to glean, to harvest, to gather, to add one to the 
other. and so to place the one in relation to the other. and thus to 
posit this relationship itself. Aoyoc;: the relation, the relationship. The 
relationship is what holds together that which stands within it. The 
unity of this together prevails over and rules the relation of what holds 
itself in that relation. A6yoc; means therefore rule, law, yet not as 
something which is suspended somewhere above what is ruled, but 
rather as that which is itself the relationship: the inner jointure and 
order of the being which stand in relation. Aoyoc; is the ruling structure, 
the gathering of those beings related among themselves. 

Such a gathering, which now gathers up, makes accessible, and 
holds ready the relations of the related, and with this the related itself 
and thus individual beings, and so at the same time lets them be 
mastered. this is the structure we call "language," speaking; but not 
understood as vocalizing, rather in the sense of a speaking that says 
something, means something: to talk of or about something to some­
one or for someone. A6yoc; is discourse, the gathering laying open, 
unifying making something known [Kundmachenj; and indeed above 
all in the broad sense which also includes pleading, making a request, 
praying. questioning, wishing. commanding. and the like. One mode 
of discourse understood in such a broad sense is the simple assertion 
[Aus-sage] about something, whereby discourse accomplishes this: It 
makes known in an emphatic sense that of which and about which 
the discourse is. and simply lets it be seen in itself. But questioning 
too is a making known in the sense of exploring (Er-kundenj; prayer 
is a making known in the sense of witnessing and attesting to. and 
likewise with the wish. or the refusal as when we decline. deny. and 
~o on. Public discourse is also an announcing (Ankiindigung]. pro­
-.laiming ( Verkiinden]. and declaring (Kiinden). Aoyoc; is thus discourse 
in the utterly broad sense of the manifold making known and giving 
notice [Kundgeben}-"conversance" [Kundschaji). 

The current translations of MSyoc; as "reason." "judgment. .. and 
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"sense" do not capture the decisive meaning: gathering joining and 
making known. They overlook what is originally and properly ancient 
and thus at once essential to the word and concept. Whether, then, 
in the history of the origin of the word My<><; the meaning of the 
gathering joining was immediately accompanied by the meaning of 
gathering saying, a meaning that language always already has ~· 
sumed, and in fact in the manner of conversance; whether. in fact,l 
originally language and discourse was directly experienced as the 
primary and genuine basic way of gathering joining, or whether ~ 
meaning of gathering and joining together was only subsequen~ 

~ 

carried over onto language, I am not able to decide on the basis of 
my knowledge of the matter, assuming that the question is at aU 
decidable. (In any case, we already find within philosophy the multi..: 
plicity of the meanings of Myo<; in Heraclitus.) 

What then does the determination of cU.oyo<; and J,.L£ta Myou meaD! 
now on the basis of this clarification of the word My<><;? "AA.oy~~ 
without discourse: without conversance; this means something which: 
is without conversance in what and how it is. Without conversance:, 
without the possibility of taking notice, of perceiving, or of giving 
notice, and hence all the more not being in a position to explore and 
be conversant in a matter. MEta Myou, in contrast. is something 
which has conversance there along with it in what and how it is. 
Conversance: the possibility of taking and giving notice and thus the. 
possibility of exploring and becoming conversant and so being con• 
versant. 

Thus Aristotle divides, as we heard. the 0\lvaJ.I.Et<; Kata KiVllcnY 
into what is without discourse and what is directed by discourse, 
without conversance and conversallt. And in fact he achieves the divi­
sion by going back to a division of beings into cl\lf\.lXa (soulless) and 
tll\lf\.lXCl (besouled). Thus aJ...oyov corresponds to the cl\lf\.lXOV and 
J.I.Etcl Myou to EJ.I.\If\.lXOV. In general. Myo<; and \lf\.lXtl. soul, corre­
spond. Where Myo<;, there \lf\.lXtl· and where \lf\.lXtl and EJ.I.\If\.lXOV, 
there Myo<; and J.I.Eta Myou. Or is this last relationship simply in­
valid? Let us see. 

In what regard are cl\lf\.lXOV and EJ.I.\If\.lXOV different? Aristotle says 
in De anima, 8 2. 413a20ff.: A.tyoJ..L£V ... otropio9cu to EJ.I.\If\.lXOV toil 
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a\jfl>xou tcj> ~i)v. "We say that the besouled is differentiated and 
delimited over and against what is without soul by life, being alive." 
But this account does not say much because Aristotle must remark 
immediately: 1tA.Eovax~ Ot tou ~tiv A.EyoJ,Itvou. "Life is understood 
in many ways." What makes something a living being, what deter­
mines it essentially as being in this way, can be many things. Plants, 
animals. humans all mean beings that live, and nevertheless their way 
of being is different. So, for example, neither plants nor animals, 
although defined as ~oot'j, have any ~(oc;, life in the sense of a life 
history: that is, they do not have the possibility of a freely chosen and 
formed Dasein that holds itself in what we call composure-and, 
accordingly, neither do they have the possibility of an uncomposed, 
haphazard life. In spite of this, it can and must be asked whether a 
differentiation is not indeed established between those things which 
are in the mode of life-irrespective of the differentiation within what 
lives-and those things which are in the mode of the lifeless. 

In fact, Aristotle offers such a distinction, and even in the same 
treatise, and tells us at the same time what distinguishes the way of 
being in the sense of life as such (De an. A 2, 403b25f.): to fJJ.\jl\lxov 
ot) tOU a\jn)xou Suoiv j.l.clA\CJ'ta St~pEtV &>ICEi, IGvt'jOEt tE JCa\ tcp 
aicr96:v£cr9at. "The besouled appears to be distinguished from the 
soulless first and foremost by two characteristics, movement and per­
ceiving." K{VTlmc; here means the self-moving, not only in the sense 
of change of place but in the sense of taking nourishment, of growth 
and degeneration. But what distinguishes the ~tiv j.l.6vov, the just-liv­
ing-there or "vegetating," over and against the ~cpov, the living being 
in the sense of animals, is just this: that the "just-living" lacks what 
is proper to the ~cpov, namely ti aicr9T!mc; (1tpcirtooc;)---perceiving. 

What lives is always surrounded, related to its surroundings, where 
what surrounds presents itself in some way or another, and in such a 
way that. admittedly, its determination presents the utmost difficulty 
and is exposed to the danger of being overdetermined. The basic form 
c·r" aicr9flmc;, the relationship to the surroundings as such, is a~t'j. 
touching. feeling, grasping (and likewise the other forms up to O\jll.c;). 

Plants and animals are therefore besouled, lJ.I.\jl\lX«· The ~cpov even 
has the possibility of taking what presents itself in the surroundings: 
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it has tO KptnK6V (r 9, beginning): the possibility of the separating 
mil and bringing out of something. for example, to stalk prey, to lie 
in wait, to notice, to know their dwelling places, to protect itself 
against attackers, and so on. Therefore, exploring is proper to the 
animal. Is the animal then JlEta AIJyou? Surely not, for it is the 
distinguishing definition of the human over and against the animal 
that it is ~cpov ).J)yov fxov-that animal which has conversance at its 
disposal. According to this, then, the animal is ~cpov &J...oyov, but as 
~cpov nevertheless 41-'I">XOV, therefore not cl'!">XOV. And so the divi­
sion between cl\j1UXOVIfJ.1'1'UXOV does not coincide with {i)..oyov/'ADyov 
fxov. Therefore there is also within the fJ.l'I">Xa the besouled forms 
of life, ciAoya (plants, animals). 

If 'I">X"" is there, this does not mean that ).J)yo~ is there. This is in 
accord with what Aristotle says in the Nicomachean Ethics, Z 2, 
1139a4: w· dvat J.JipTt Tft~ '!">Xft~. t6 t£ ).J)yov fxov IC(ll tO 6J..JJyov. 
"There are two parts to the soul, one defined as discourse directed. 
and one that is without discourse." This is a differentiation within the 
besouled known already by Plato. If, however, the realm of the 
ciAoyov extends itself into the realm of the 41-'I">XOV, then a double 
meaning enters into the concept of &J...oyov: both the stone and the 
rose are &J...oyov. See Met. e 5, 1048a3ff.; here it is explicitly stated: 
ta &J...oya ... tv cXJ.l~iv-beings without discourse, without conver­
sance, are found in both the soulless and the besouled. But stone and 
rose are &J...oya in different senses, and here we can directly apply what 
we learned about the various ways of attpTt<n~. 

We now see that ).J)yov fxov is in fact necessarily an fJ.l'I">XOV, but 
not every fJ.l'I'UXOV is necessarily a AIJyov fxov. But here the difficulty 
arises again that we already touched upon. Aio9T)m~ (the Kptn1C6V) 
belongs to the essence of being an animal (animality). Is this not 
already a kind of ).J)yoc;. conversance? So in the end is the animal not 
indeed ~cpov AIJyov fxov? But over and against this stands the fact 
that this determination is precisely the essential definition of the 
human. This shows that the question of whether the animal does not 
also have AIJyo~. on the basis of having aio9T)mc;. can emerge only 
if we comprehend ).J)y~ as conversance. instead of relying on the 
well-known and reductive conception and translation of ).J)y~ as 
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n:ason. If we do this. then everything becomes clear in one fell swoop. 
The animal may indeed have a certain kind of exploring and perceiv­
in~. but nevertheless it remains without reason, in contrast to humans. 
who are animals with reason. As Kant formulated it: The cow cannot 
say "I. .. it has no self. To be sure, in this way everything becomes 
clear and simple-but the question remains whether we thereby stay 
close to the core of the Aristotelian posing of the question, and 
whether we thereby adhere to the original ancient content of the 
concept of Myoc;. With this we disregard entirely the difficulty of 
having to say what reason means here, and in what sense "reason" is 
to be understood. We must above all adhere to what Aristotle presents 
as fact: that indeed the animal is aia6T)nK6v, KptnK6v-in the man­
ner of bringing out. And just as little are we allowed to shove aside 
the developed meaning of Myoc; in the sense of conversance. For the 
matter surely demands that we do not deny Myoc; to the animal as it 
now stands-or else leave the question open. And this is just the 
position that Aristotle takes unambiguously at De an. r 9, 432a30f.: 
to aia6T)nK6v, o ouu: ci>c; fiAoyov ow ci>c; Myov fxov 9£ill civ nc; 
'(>«;lBiroc;. "No one may easily settle, with regard to the ability to 
perceive. whether this is a capability without conversance or a con­
versant capability." This caution with regard to deciding and ques­
tioning must even today remain for us exemplary, irrespective of the 
further question of where the essential boundary runs between animal 
and human. 

A6yoc; does not mean reason. The Aristotelian problem makes sense 
only if Myoc; has a certain kinship to aiaOT!mc;. This kinship lies in 
the fact that both-the exploring and being-conversant as well as the 
perceiving-in some way uncover and unconceal that toward which 
they are directed. Both aia6T)mc; and Myoc; are connected with 
UATJ8EuEtv (which at first has absolutely nothing to do with knowledge 
in the sense of theoretical comprehension and intention). 

The extent to which Aristotle also intends in a certain sense to 
lscribc to animals Myoc;-conversance in the sense of a circumspec­
tion which knows its way around-can be seen in Met. A I. where 
Aristotle attributes to some animals the possibility of cj)povtJ.U:OtEpov 
and thus a certain cj)p6V11<nc; (something like circumspection) 
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(980b21 ). Here it should be noted that besides ethical and practical 
behavior, cpp6Vll<n<; also signifies the self-sensing of human beings. 
On this point, I am leaving aside the difficult passage (De an. 8 12, 
424a26fT.) where aiaOT!m<; is directly designated as My<><; n<;. We 
should understand Myo<; in this passage neither merely as relation­
ship, nor simply as reason or discourse in the sense of language; rather, 
what is in fact meant by the Myo<; n<; is the perceiving exploration 
of ... , and the conversant relating to ...• the relation which takes 
cognizance of its surroundings, the relation to what presents itself in 
the surroundings as lying opposite, as avnKElj.l£VOV. 

We have thereby clarified, to the extent necessary for us, the relail 
tionship of the two divisions: cl\jiUXOV---iJ.l'I">XOV and W..Oyov--. 
Myov txov. Now let us return to our text (Met. 9 2, 1046a36fT.). We 
are now in a position to read with more precision and to observe tha( 
Aristotle has already taken into account everything just said. With a\ 
j.1£v---ai 5£, he is not simply setting apart cl\jiUXa and fll'l">xa. souU~ 
and besouled; rather, he defines more closely in what respect he meaoa 
tll'II'>Xa when he says: Kal Ev 'I">Xli (a37), and indeed the besoul~: 
that is. the besouled body taken only according to its besoulednesf 
("in the soul as such"). Thus, the bodily is thereby excluded. This is 
in fact not identical with corporeality in the sense of the constitution 
of a material thing of nature, but it nevertheless displays processes, 
for example physico-chemical processes, which are able to be grasped 
within certain limits without observing the besouledness. In this ex­
cluded realm, which nonetheless belongs to the besouled, there is 
W..Oya. But not even tv "tfl 'I">Xli is an unequivocal determination; 
besouledness is also the specific life form of plants, which (although 
they have soul) are always nevertheless W..Oyov. Only when the 
besouled in its besouledness is taken in an entirely different way-as 
the besouled being that has Myo<;-only then is the tll'I">XOV the 
opposite of the a"A.oyov. 

When we speak of the besouled being who has My<><;, we do not 
mean that Myo<;. conversance (discourse), is merely added on; rather, 
this txEtv, having, has the meaning of being. It means that humans 
conduct themselves, carry themselves, and comport themselves in the 
way they do on the basis of this having. The fXElV means having in 
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the sense of governing over ... ; to be empowered for conversance 
and above all through conversance (Myo~) means: to be conversant 
ill oneself and from out of oneself. 

This Myov £xov is again doubled (Nic. Eth. Z 2, 1139al2) into the 
E!tlO"OlJ.lOVtK6v and the A.oytanK6v; tm011'iJ.111 means a versatile un­
derstanding of something, being familiar with something and having 
knowledge of it; Ao)'lOJ..L6~ means circumspective calculation and de­
liberation. It is therefore related to choice and decision. Both belong 
to A.6yo~ as conversance, on the basis of which human beings are 
aware of things and investigate them. At the same time, they are aware 
of their own possibilities and necessities. Whenever this conversance 
addresses itself to things and discusses them, it is a conversance which 
deliberates with both itself and others; a conversance which debates 
with itself and calls itself into account. It is an "I" saying. "Language" 

is understood here in the broadest sense of My<><; as a conversant 
gathering, as a gatheredness of beings in "one"; in Dasein, which is 
at the same time a dissemination. 

This is our understanding of the definition: the human being is ~ci><>v 
'A.Oyov £xov-the living being who lives in such a way that his life, as 
a way to be, is defined in an originary way by the command of 
language. The original understanding of language, which was of fun­
damental importance for the definition of the essence of human being, 
gains expression in Greek in such a way that there is no word for 
language in our sense. Rather, what we call "language" is immediately 
designated as "Myo~." as conversance. The human being "has the 
word": it is the way he makes known to himself his being, and the 
way in which he sees himself placed in the midst of beings as a whole 
(compare Plato, Cratylus 399c). To be empowered with language-; 
language, however, not merely as a means of asserting and commu­
nicating, which indeed it also is, but language as that wherein the 
openness and conversance of world first of all bursts forth and is. 
Language, therefore, originally and authentically occurs in poetry 
[Dichumg]-however, not poetry in the sense of the work of writers, 
but poetry as the proclamation of world in the invocation of the god. 
But nowadays we see language primarily from the point of view of 
What we call conversation and chitchat; conventional philology is in 
accord with this. 
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• 

Chapter 2 begins with a differentiation of &uvclJ,l£t<;. This difference 
is a pervasive theme pursued with the aim of procuring thereby an 
originary understanding of ouvaJ.U<; Kata KiVTJ<nV in general. The 
division a:A.oyov and j.l£tcl Myou is brought back to the division of 
cl\ji\)XOV and fJl\ji\)XOV. We obtained the following clarifications: (1) 
A6ya<;-from AtyEtv: to gather, to bring into relation and relatio~ 
ship-means relationship, relation, rule, law, ruling framework. "Ian• 
guage" in the sense of discourse, conversance. (2) The difference 
between ciA.oyov and J.I.Etcl Myou accordingly means: without conver­
sance and conversant. (3) The difference that this division was based 
upon, namely fJl\ji\)XOV-ci\ji\)XOV, was reached in regard to ~ftv (liv~ 
ing being), and even more plainly by the characteristics of JdVTJ~ 
and of aia6Tlcn<; and KpmK6v (through them the ~ftv J.16vov is also 
able to be distinguished from the ~cpov). Aia6Tlcn<; as Myo<; n<; is ~ 
relationship to the surroundings that makes known and informs. It ~ 
not easily determined whether animals are ciA.oyov or Myov fxov~ 
Saying that aia6Tlcn<; is a relationship to the surroundings. a takiol 
cognizance, does not say that what makes itself known there is per~ 
ceived as being [Seiendes]. But the human being is ~Qx>v Myov fxov, 
the living being for whom language is essential; or better, the being 
for whom discourse is essential, discourse understood in its original 
sense of expressing oneself about the world and to the world in poetry. 
We can infer from this concept of Mya<; what "logic'" means. namely 
a philosophical knowledge of Myo<;-something very different from 
what we usually understand by logic, whether it be formal or tran· 
scendental logic. 

We ourselves as human beings are the beings who are J.I.Etcl Myou 
in the authentic sense, that is, the beings who exist. Therefore. in the 
text (Met. e 2, 1046a37), the double K(l\, Kai after tv toi<; EJ.l'lf\>xo~ 
signifies a progressive restriction. and. along with this. an explanation 
of what is meant by fJ.l\ji\)XOV. Aristotle thereby concedes that the 
domain of ciA.oyov overlaps that offJl\ji\)XOV, and that this domain is 
not identical to that of j.l£tcl Myou. 



§ 14. Relationship of force and conversance 

.~· /4. The extraordinary relationship of force and com•ersance in 
5uvaJ.I.l~ JJ£ta Uryou. in capability 

Ill 

The division into OJ...oya and 6vta JJ£ta A6you should then include 
within itself such a division of the corresponding 5uvciJJ£~. To speak 
more precisely: That which is JJ£ta A6you, A6yov fxov (presiding over 
... ). is already in itself empowered toward something, so much so that 
even this being empowered toward ... is what it is only in that conver­
sance belongs to it. Conversantforce-----WV<XJll~ JJ£ta Uryou; we choose 
the word capability [Vermiigen] to express this mode of forces. 

Aristotle says at 1046b2-4: oto nciaat ai tfxvatKat ai 1totll't1.Ka\ 
tJtu:rrfJJ.lat 5uvciJJ£~ Ei<rlv· cipxat yap JJ£taPA.Tt't1.Ka( Eimv tv cill.cp 
~ n auo. 

"For this reason, all skills and ways of versatile understanding in 
the production of something are forces (thus capability in our sense); 
for they are that from out of which, as in another, this is directed 
toward an ability to shift, a transformability." 

notTtn!Ci'l tm~J.lll is a versatile understanding of no(Ttm~ an 
understanding of producing and work, and not just Em~J.lll alone, 
not a mere familiarity and acquaintance with things. Such a familiarity 
with things does not try to make them, but lets them be what they 
are. solely for the sake of investigating them and being knowledgeable 
about what they are and how they are. This kind of conversance is 
science: tm~J.lll1tOlTt't1.Kfi, on the other hand, is tExVTl (see Nic. Eth. 

Z 3-4). But tfxVTl can also have the meaning of a pure being familiar 
with things. We can gather from all this that the Greek concept of 
knowledge in general is essentially determined in this way, that is, in 
tenns of the human being's basic relation to the work, to that which 
is fullilled and fully at an end. Of course. this has nothing to do with 
a primitive understanding of the world which operates within a hori­
zon of handmade artworks instead of our supposedly higher 
rnathcmatico-physical horizon. We will gain greater clarity in our 
understanding of the inner relationship of all the Greek concepts of 
knowledge and of the essential relation of A6yo~ to the work by 
104Uiring further about the relationship of WvaJ.lt~ and A6yo~. 
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We name. then. these ~UVaJ.t£t<;. which in fact are EJ..l'lfUXCX but 
nevertheless ciAoycx, and so an intennediate level between ciAoycx and 
"A.6yov fxovtcx, capacities [Fiihigkeiten]. Although these distinctions 
and detenninations of corresponding names may be very useful, they 
remain empty and dangerous as long as they are not carried out with 
the corresponding understanding of the matter. And so the question 
is therefore once again raised whether here Aristotle merely wants to 
divide realms and enumerate kinds of forces or whether he has other 
intentions. In fact, the latter is true. 

Even a cursory reading reveals that in what follows "A.6yo<; is COO:. 
stantly under discussion and, in fact, in relationship to ~UVCXJ..lt<;. ~ 
guiding aim is to make more poignantly visible the essence of Wv~ 
by elucidating the extraordinary relationship between OOVCXf.lt<; aDl 
A.6yo<;, and, above all, to prepare a question which has an inDti 
connection with the questio~ concerning &1\vajl~ xatit Ki"3 
namely the questton concermng tvfp')'EtCX Kcxta ICtVTJ<nV (com · , 
Met. e. chaps. 3-5). This relationship of M)yo<; and OOVCXJ..lt<; obt · ·, 
in this way its clarification, that OOVCXf.lt<; j.l£ta A.6you is constantlf! 
contrasted with OOVCXJ..lt<; ciAoyo<;. i\UVCXJ..lt<; j.l£tcl A.6you itself req-: 
a new discussion of the already touched upon connection betweeai 
OOVCXf.ll<; and crtEp'fl<n<; (compare p. 131fT.). 

a) Capability necessarily has a realm and 
contraries that are in that realm 

We will divide the following considerations into single steps: 

I 046b4-7: Kal ai J,J.tv J.lEtcl A.Oyou 1tclO"a\ tci>v tvavtirov ai autai, al 
o'&Aoyot J.lla EV~. oiov to 9£pJ.lOV toil9£pJ.la(V£lV J.16vov,l') o'iatpl'IC'i\ 
v6crou Kal ~ioo;. 

"And indeed forces which are in themselves conversant are always. 
as the same, directed at contraries. However, those without conver­
sance are, as one, directed at a singular. For example, the warm is 
directed only at making warm. but the art of doctoring is directed at 
sickness and health." 

The text now makes clear what is meant by this character of conver-
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sance which ouvaiJ.tc; has, and what consequences this has for the essence 
of ouva~J.tc;. This kind of force which is inherently conversant (IJ.E'tcl 
;.,oyou) carries with itself the implication that it is directed at more than 
that which is without such awareness. The realm in which it reigns is 
wider. The one is directed only at warmth and the realm of warmth, the 
other at sickness and also health. Indeed, one might wonder whether this 
separation of making warm from healing holds up. For the art of 
doctoring is for the most part wrapped up in matters which concern being 
sick. Were it not for sickness, we would not need doctors; and health 
appears through the removal of sickness. But the same relationship exists 
with making warm, which goes out of a warm body and into another. 
Through the transference of warmth from one body to another, cold is 
displaced. Warmth is as much the displacing of cold as is healing, which 
is the bringing forth of health, the displacement of sickness. Either we 
must say that warming also unfolds from a twofold (like healing), or we 
must say that the art of healing really unfolds only from a singular (like 
warming). from sickness. There is therefore no difference in the reach of 
the realm of both powers. And therefore Aristotle is mistaken. But does 
Aristotle at all want to say what we were attempting to refute by the above 
considerations? Is it simply a matter of becoming aware that with 
OUVa!J.tc; f,J£tci Myou in relation to what it is directed at, only more occurs 
than happens with OUVa!J.tc; (f)..oyou? Or should it not rather be shown 
that in OUVaiJ.tc; ll£ID A.6you the contrary of that to which it is related also 
occurs? But why is the contrary, the displacing and disappearing of cold 
and thus cold itself, concealed in the case of warming? The contrary of 
warming does indeed play a role here. So with what right does Aristotle 
say: ti Wvat.uc; j.l£ta Myou tcilv tvavticov, 1'1 OUVaiJ.tc; (f)..oyoc; tvOc; 
IJ.6vov? .. The force which is in itself conversant, capability, is directed at 
contraries, whereas that which is without conversance is directed only at 
one ... But let us take a good look at this. Aristotle says nothing of the 
sort. Rather. his thought is: 1'1 ouva,.uc; fJ£tcl Myou tcilv tvavncov 1'1 <XUni 
and ti OUVa!J.tc; (f)..oyoc; IJ.(a tv6c;. "The force which is in itself conversant 
is directed, as the one and the same that it is, at contraries (that is. the one 
and its opposite other); that which lacks conversance, however. is di­
TL\:ted. as the one that it is. only at one." 

Therefore the text is not about the greater or the lesser extent of 
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the realm, not about whether the contraries play a role or not; rather 
it is about the fact that this orientation of the art of doctoring as ~ 
healing of sickness is already in itself and in fact necessarily oriented 
toward health. On the other hand. the warmth which goes out of a 
hot body-this giving away of warmth to another-need not neces­
sarily nor in advance be oriented toward cold and its disappearing, 
Of course, this distinguishing of both of the 0-uvciJ,l£t~ does concern 
a differentiation of their realms; but it is not so much a matter of the 
largeness or smallness of the realms; rather, it mainly involves the way 
in which both realms of force are given and how this givenness of the 
realm belongs to the essence of force. What gives WvaJ.n~ JlE'tcl A6you 
a special significance is that its realm is given to it necessarily aad 
completely according to its ownmost potentiality; whereas for 
OUV(XJ.ltc; ciMryo~. the realm not only remains closed ofT, it lies com­
pletely outside the possibility of being opened up or closed ofT. Yet 
we cannot even simply say that the realm is completely lacking. 1be 
orientation of a hot body, as warming, is not arbitrary. It is, for 
example, not oriented toward relations between numbers, much 1esB 
toward a proposition of science or the like. 

And so, because the openness of the realm of force happens for tbia 
force in and through the A.6yoc; which belongs to it, the open reabil 
is not only completely wider, but within this realm the contrary iJ 
necessarily posited, in the relational realm of force. This is made clear 
in the next passage, 1046b7-15: 

amov at 6n Myoc; tcmv ti tm~IJ.Tt, 6 Ot Myoc; 6 autO<; futA.oi w 
npclyJ.la Kal ti')v Gttprtmv, 1tA.l)v OUX roaautroc;. !Cal tcmv ci>c; t'qlcjloiV, 
tern a· ci>c; tOU U1tclpXOVtO<; IJ.cillov. cixn' av<iylCTI !Cal tOO; to taUt~ 
Em~IJ.a<; dvat !ltv trov tvavtirov. dvat Ot tou !ltv 1Ca9' autOO; toV 
Ot IJ.t'l1Ca9' aut<ic;· !Cal yap 6 Myoc; tou ~ Ka9' aut6, tOU Ot tp61WV 
nva ICata <ru1J.Il£PrtK6c;. liJt041Cim:t yc'tp !Cal Wt()$0p(t futA.oi w 
tvavtiov· t't yap atfprt<n<; ti 7tp6.ltrt to tvavtiov. autrt a· Q7tocjlop& 
9atfpou. 

"The reason for this (that certain BUVclJ.lEl~ are directed at contrar· 
ies) is that understanding something is (in itself) a conversance (cog· 
nizance). However, this inquiring conversance, that is, the one and 
the same, discloses the everyday things with which we deal and their 
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withdrawal; admittedly not in the same way; that is, in a certain respect 
the exploration does have to do with both; but in another respect it 
ha~ more to do with what is (always already) there in advance. Hence 
the necessity that the so-constituted (i..6yo;-directed) ways of versatile 
understanding of something refer on the one hand to contraries (the 
one and its other), and on the other hand to one of the contraries 
from out of itself (immediately, according to its orientation). and to 
the other not in the way that has been indicated. For cognizance also 
is directed at the one in itself, and at the other to some extent only 
incidentally: that is, through denial and removal it makes manifest 
the contrary; for the contrary' is that which is withdrawn in the 
primary sense, but this is the carrying away of the other (opposite to 
the one)." 

What Aristotle says here offers at first no particular difficulties. 
Aristotle traces back to A.6yo; the manifestness and with it the given 
contrary. to which certain forces are related. Conversance is not only 
the abode of manifestness; it is also at the same time the site of the 
manifestness of the contraries. This is then once again explicitly ap­
plied to tm~J.lll J.1£tcl i..6you in such a way that the already touched 
upon character of A.6yo; and the essence of the contraries connected 
with it once again enter into the discussion. All this is done in a few 
clear steps in the presentation. And yet behind these steps there is 
hidden a far-reaching complex of essential philosophical questions to 
which the thinking of antiquity slowly brought the first light and 
rendered tangible distinctions. 

When we examine the content of our passage, we discover first of 
all the connection of WvaJ.lt; Kata ld~aw and A.6yo;; then the 
connection of both of these with mtp11cn;: and finally. the connection 
of these with the negative and the opposite, with opposition and the 
not. 

We need far-reaching deliberations to see through to some extent 
the inner connection and common root of the questions here touched 
llpon. It requires also a thoroughgoing interpretation of other Aris­
totelian treatises in order to see at the same time how the problematic 

1. See Bonitz's Commentarius. p. 383: to tvavnov is the explanatory subject. 
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of antiquity sustained all these questions on a very determinate level • 
and thereby gave a very determinate destiny to what was later and is 
today (and also in Hegel) meant by "logic." We shall here say only 
what is immediately required for the elucidation of the treatise on 
OUV(lf,J.lc; . 

./ b) The capability of producing: A6yo<; as innermost framework 

First of all, about Myo<;, which clearly stands at the center of 
Aristotle's considerations. We have already tried several times to get 
closer to the essence of the phenomenon that is designated in this way. 
It continues to be the most productive if what we call conversance ia 
established as the most essential character of M)yo<;. We have here, 
however, undoubtedly hit upon a narrower meaning of the word 
A6yo<;, and it is a question of how what is meant by this is connected 
to the fundamental phenomenon. In what sense is the meaning of 
A6yo<; that we have come upon a narrower meaning? A6yo<; is brought 
into relation to £m<m'i1.1.11 and vice versa. It is stated: versatile unct. 
standing of something is My<><;; consequently, Myo<; is also related 
to other things, not only to tm<J'ttii.I.Tl· The question arises: in wbat 
form does M)yo<; become manifest in tm<J'ttiiJ.Tl. and in fact tmcm\J.L11 
meant as JtOtllnlCI'j (producing something)? 

The thesis runs as follows: tm<J'tti1.1.11 JtOlllnlCI'j, as always one and 
the same, not only is directed at a singular, but, precisely as one and 
the same, in accordance with its essence (necessarily), it is directed at 
the one and the other: t&v tvavtirov. Why? Because tmcm\J.LTI 
JtO\TltllCI'j is Myo<;. To what extent is tmat111.1.11 JtO\TlnlCI'j-My~? 
What, after all, is tm<J'ttiiJ.Tl JtO\TlnlCI'j? To what extent can one say of 
it that it is directed at contraries? What does this mean? It means this: 
Producing indeed is always directed at one, what is to be produced 
(the shoemaker makes shoes and not pots), but in a way that, along 
with it, the contrary is taken into account. 

We can first get closer to the facts in general by referring to an 
example such as pottery. The entire process of producing mugs, froiD 
the preparation of the clay, through determining the moisture of the 
clay and regulating the turning of the wheel, up to watching over the 
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kiln. is. so to speak. interspersed with alternatives: this, not that; in 
that way and not in another way. Production, in the way of proceeding 
that is appropriate to it, is in itself a doing and leaving undone-a 
doing something and leaving its contrary alone. Particularly because 
producing is in itself a doing and leaving alone, therefore, that to 
which it is related is tvavtia. 

But now we have to focus more sharply on this roughly formulated 
connection between production (tman'iJ.lll 1tOlllt1~) and what is 
related to it as contrary. That is, we have to grasp it out of the inner 
co~stitution of the essence of production. Not only did the Greeks, 
Plato and Aristotle, carry out the interpretation of this phenomenon 
of production. but the basic concepts of philosophy have grown out 
of and within this interpretation. (We will not discuss here why this 
is so and what it all means, or why ancient philosophy nevertheless 
was not just the philosophy of shoemakers and potters.) 

• 

What the Greeks conceived as tman'iJ.ll11tOlllt1~ is of fundamen­
tal significance for their own understanding of the world. We have to 
clarify for ourselves what it signifies that man has a relation to the 
works that he produces. It is for this reason that a certain book called 
Sein und Zeit discusses dealings with equipment; and not in order to 
correct Marx, nor to organize a new national economy, nor out of a 
primitive understanding of the world. 

What then is tman'iJ.1111tOllltl~, production? What is produced, 
what is intended for production, is the £pyov. This does not result 
arbitrarily and by chance from any work or activity whatsoever; for 
it is always that which is intended to stand there and be available, that 
Which must appear in such and such a way and offer this specific look. 
Indeed, how the work is to appear, its outward appearance, must be 
seen in the production and for it. The outward appearance, Ei&><;. is 
already seen in advance, and this is so not only in a general and overall 
fashion; rather, it is seen precisely in what it comes to in the end, if it 
Is to be fully ended and finished. In the dooc; of the £pyov, its being­
'll-an-end--the ends which it encloses-is in advance already antici-
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pated. The Ei&><; of the fpyov is tfA.o<;. The end which finishes, how. 
ever. is in its essence, boundary, 7t£pru;. To produce something is in 
itself to forge something into its boundaries, so much so that this 
being-enclosed is already in view in advance along with all that it 
includes and excludes. Every work is in its essence "exclusive" (a fact 
for which we barbarians for a long time now lack the facility). 

We now have to see more clearly where this exclusiveness has ita 
origin and how it extends into the whole complex of events and 
thereby into the essential constitution of production. For only wbeD 
we have examined the extent to which producing a work is in itself 
excluding will it become clear just why and in what way producing is 
essentially related to a contrary, to what is excluded. 

Producing is limiting and excluding primarily because the whole 
event of producing is, so to speak, secured to the anticipated outward 
appearance of the fpyov as d&><;, tfA.o<;, 7t£pru;. But how then doel 
the exclusiveness which is situated here make itself felt? First of~ 
and in its predominant meaning, in that the d&><; is in itself assigned 
to very definite material (iiAT)) as that out of which something is to 
be produced. A saw for sawing wood cannot be made out of anythin( 
whatever, for example, but must be made out of something such a 
metal. Insofar as producing is always producing something out df 
something, and insofar as this "out of which" is ever defined only b1 
and in the exclusion of other things, boundaries extend forth in tho 
producing itself. 

However, producing not only involves material which does not 
come into play; it likewise involves precisely that material which is 
suitable. For material as such, for example, as iron, as metal, is pre­
cisely not yet what is to be made out of it. Seen from d&><; and ~ 
it is, on the contrary, ci1tEtpov, that which is without boundaries, the 
unbounded. that which has not yet been brought into bounds but, at 
the same time, is to be bounded. Precisely because the definitelY 
demarcated material is tailored on the basis of the fpyov, precisely 
for this reason, it likewise stands as unbounded over and against the 
Ei&><;. Both are directed away from one another and yet toward one 
another; thus there is an opposition, and that is to say, a facing one 
another which is necessarily mutual-a neighborhood, and indeed one 
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whose extension is the farthest. This is the concept of the Greek 
tvavtiov: a lying opposite each other and confronting each other face 

10 face: tvavn6t11c; (contrariness), which Aristotle actually first fully 
clarified in its essence, is not simply what lies apart and is merely 
different yet of no concern to anything; rather, it is what lies over and 
against. Eiooc;. as ttAoc; and 7ttpac;, necessarily furnishes itself with 
such an opposite as aJt£tpov; in the bounded &Jt£tpov (ofuA.fl), d&>c; 
becomes its J.I.Opcj)Tj. Forma-materia, nowadays this is a worn-out 
schema in philosophy, but it did not fall from the skies to be manip­
ulated at will. Because this neighborhood of dooc; and uA.fllies in the 
essence of producing, producing necessarily, at each step along the 
way. is constantly excluding and enjoining, fitting in and, at the same 
time, leaving out. 

Thus, it has become clear in what ways tm~J.I.TI 7tOlflttKTi is 
related to tvavna. Certainly; but this also happened without the least 
reference to Myoc;. So we can now say: The Myoc; which belongs to 
tmcm1J.I.TI 7tOlflt\Kfi is related to contraries because tm~J.I.TI 
7tOtllttKTi in its essence is directed at tvavna. But then we have arrived 
at the exact opposite result from Aristotle; for Aristotle says the 
reverse: tm~J.I.TI notflttKfi is related to tvavna because it is Myoc;. 
This is the basis of the inner contrariness of producing, and conversely, 
the contrariness of A.(ryoc; is not a consequence of the essence of the 
tmon'illll to which it belongs. Which position represents the truth? 
Or can both theses be reconciled? Should that be possible, what would 
be the situation with regard to the relation of tm<mlJ.I.TI 7totfl't1.Kfi and 
A.Oyoc;? 

It cannot be doubted that our interpretation of the essential con­
stitution of producing is correct. Moreover, it certainly corresponds 
to what the Greeks themselves believe about the relation of noi11mc;, 
Ei&lc;. tti..oc;. and UATJ. But just as little can it be disputed that Aristotle 
says unequivocally: tm~J.I.TI 7tOlfltlKTj is directed at contraries be­
cause it is Myoc;. The thesis that Myoc; as such is the ground and 
origin of tvavn6t11c; is contained in this statement. We have seen, 
however. on the basis of the explanation of the essence of noiTJmc; 
that contraries reside in dooc;. If both theses are to be reconciled, 
then. according to this, there must be an inner relation between d&>c; 
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and A6yoc;. and this. in tum. in such a way that dOOc; is Myoc;, and 
therefore the seat of contrariness and neighborhood. For only on this 
account is Aristotle's thesis that £ma~J.1TJ, as Myoc;. is directed at 
contraries preserved. 

So what about the connection between EiOoc; and Myoc;? We have 
to try to decide this question without arbitrary speculation about 
concepts and words, but upon the very soil in which all these questions 
of ours arose: by constantly keeping in view the essential constitution 
of producing a work-not only as a fundamental comportment of 
man but as a decisive determination of the existential being of the 
Dasein of antiquity. 

In order to comprehend, however. the inner connection between 
d&>c; and Myoc;. we must first completely disengage ourselves from 
all the new interpretations and superficial meanings which have in the 
meantime been attributed to both of these words. Seen from the point 
of view of these meanings. the question we are troubling ourselves 
over is, of course, not a serious one. Everyone knows that Myoc; for 
Aristotle means "concept" and d&>c; means "species." A species is a 
definite class of concepts which is distinguished from concepts of 
genus. Concept and species concept are essentially the same. So, what 
is there about the relation of dOOc; and Myoc; that remains to ql.lelo 
tion? This not only is convincing but corresponds to the philologicallJ 
exact procedure of keeping to the facts. Translating d&>c; as "outward 
appearance" and Myoc; as "conversance" is an example of the kind 
of unscientific procedure based on a certain philosophy which is cu1-
rently fashionable. It reads back into antiquity contemporary view­
points. Because historians of philosophy tell each other that AOyOI; 
means "concept" and because everyone believes it. and most of all 
because no one has anything in mind by this, naturally this translation 
is consistent with the facts. But what historical facts are is a matter 
all its own: and even more so is what we call a "historian." For a long 
time now we have believed that every clever writer-and who today 
does not write-that every writer who vents his opinions about the 
past is a historian. So we willingly admit that what we are doing here 
is historically false, that is, false according to the judgment of profes· 
sional historians of philosophy. We now want only to understand one 



§ /4. Relations/rip of force and com•ersance 121 

thing: to what extent what Aristotle calls Myoc; is connected with 
fi&l~. and to what extent Myoc; is the basis of the fact that tm<m'iJ.lll 
is related to contraries. 

In producing something, the thing to be produced must necessarily 
be previewed even though it is not yet finished or perhaps not even 
begun. It is simply represented (vor-gestellt), in the genuine sense of 
the word. but not yet brought about and produced as something at 
hand. This representing and previewing of the fpyov in its d0oc; is 
the real beginning of producing and not, for example, mere making 
in the narrow sense of working with one's hands. This taking the 
outward appearance into view is in itself the forming of an aspect, the 
forming of a model. But we know something with regard to this: the 
formation of a model can occur only as a bringing into bounds of 
what belongs to the model. It is a selecting, a selective gathering of 
what belongs together, a 'Atytlv. E{Ooc; is a kind of being gathered 
together and selected, a AEyOJ.l£VOV; it is Myoc;. ElOoc; is also tV..oc;­
the ending end, ttA.t:tov-the perfected, the fulfilled, the gleaned, the 
selected; ttA.oc; is, in accord with its essence, always selected: Myoc;. 

But dOoc; is Myoc; even in the meaning of Myoc; which we at the 
same time misunderstand, when Myoc; signifies discourse, language, 
saying. EiOoc; is what it is only insofar as along with it and through 
it something which is to be produced is addressed as what is to be 
present later. Selection is addressing as ...• 'Atytlv. The "addressing 
as" or. more exactly, this "as" itself has the character of "as this or 
that." The as is always in some way or other a selecting with a view 
toward something. 

The EtOoc; says what is to be produced. It is the such and such which 
is addressed as this or that. It intrinsically excludes others. The d0oc; 
assumes leadership in the whole process of production. It is the au­
thority and regulator which says what the standard is. It does so from 
out or itself-Ka9' auto (1046bl3). but always in a way that excludes 
others. This other is, however, what is constantly present along with 
~I. It is what occurs with it (das Bei-liiufige)-Kata cruJ.li3E~11K6c; (b 13) 
Inasmuch as the material and each particular state in the course of 
Production offer occasions for mistakes and failure and for being 
Irregular. Thus Myoc;, the selected and above all the addressed, is 
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constantly what excludes, but this means that it is what includes the 
contrary with it. What this says is that the contrary is "there" and 
manifest in a peculiar way in the very fact of avoiding it and getting 
out of its way. Of course, it is not manifest by itself-that which is to 
be avoided is not what occupies the potter. Rather, it is manifest 
incidentally, not in the sense of by chance but in the sense of neces­
sarily following along with something else. Accordingly, A.6yoc; has to 
do with both 1tpcl'YJ.l<X and crtEPTI<n<;, but of course not in the same 
way-m)x cixJautc.oc; (bS-9). 

In this way we can understand the extent to which A.6yoc; is the 
origin of the £vavnov, what lies over and against. More precisely, we 
can see clearly the extent to which A.6yoc; is the ground of the fact that 
the £vavna announce themselves as such in every production. 

But an objection can be raised against this interpretation. Someoae 
might perhaps wish to point out that Aristotle sees the matter far more 
simply and clearly. The £vavn6t11<; is given with A.6yoc; because A.6yoc; 
is not only Kat~<; but also an6~mc;, not only affirmation bUt 
also negation. In other words, A.6yoc; is judgment, and of course there 
are positive and negative judgments. Since £mcrtftJJ.ll 1t0llln!C1l ia 
£mcrtftJJ.ll, that is, knowledge, and since all knowing is by commoa 
consent judging, judgment, along with its two contrary forms, belongs 
to £mcrtftJJ.ll and gives to £mcrtftJJ.ll its relation to contraries. Logically 
this is absolutely correct, and this line of thinking is to many people 
not only convincing but even perspicacious. It has only the one dis­
advantage that it does not say anything and does not have anything 
in mind. This explanation explains nothing. It presupposes what is to 
be explained. For what do we mean by the statement which we find 
in every logic book: "There are positive and negative judgments"? Are 
these "given" in the same sense that there are both birds and vermin 
during the summer? And even supposing there are negative and pos­
itive judgments, why are negative judgments also elicited when pro­
ducing something? They could surely be omitted, and then there would 
be only positive judgments, and so only one side of the £vavn6tll<;· 
But this would mean there would be no contraries at all. 

Why, then, does this division of affirmation and negation pertain 
to 1..6yoc;? This is the question we cannot evade if we want to get anY 
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idea of the whole interrelation between mJV(XJ.ltc; j.l.£'tcl A.6you and 
£rrt<Jnlf.l11 JtOtTJn~. Aristotle has this interrelation in mind as he 
further develops the Wvaj.ltc; problem . 

• 

The inner relation of WvaJ.uc; and A.6yoc; drew our attention to 
ouvaj.ltc; f.l£'tcl A.6you. What is characteristic of this is that it is directed 
at contraries. What does this mean, and to what extent does it char­
acterize mJV(XJ.ltc; l.l.£'tcl A.6you, that is, £m<Jn1J.l.TJ JtOlTtn~? 'Em<JnlJ.l.Tt 
rrotTJn~ is a being familiar with the producing of something, with 
something in its producibility, or even better in its being produced, as 
fpyov. Ei&>c;, 'ttA.oc;, and Jttpac; are determinative for this work rela­
tion-the forming of a model as a forging into bounds. We find here 
a preliminary designation ofuA.n. "YA.TJ itself is established as what is 
cut out for, what is in fact not yet, what is still distant, ciJt£tpov. There 
occurs a continual excluding, letting go and avoiding, and that means 
a relation to contraries. But all of this seems to go on without A.6yoc;. 
Yet Aristotle says it should be the other way around. If so, then this 
concerns the relation between eiOOc; and A.6yoc;. The "representing" 
[ Vor-stellen] of the elOOc; is a selecting and thus a giving notice (A.6yoc;). 
The t£A.oc; is selected out. Addressed in this way, it claims the leader­
ship in producing; it regulates, and it does this by excluding. But is 
not the entire interrelation in Aristotle more simply seen inasmuch as 
judgment-both positive and negative judgment-pertains to 
f7tton'jf.lTJ, knowledge? 

But why is there this contrariness of positive and negative in A.6yoc;? 
Because the essence of A.6yoc; is notification. and because this giving 
notice to something is necessarily a giving of something as something. 
But why necessarily? Because all giving is a response to a receptive 
not having. This receptive taking as not having is only partially a 
laking into possession of something because that which is to be pos­
sessed always remains other. Partially means always in this or that 
respect. always as this or that. With this "as'' it is always a this or that 
Which is decided upon and separated out. But why then does the as 
hclong to A.Oyoc;? Because notification pertains to conversance, and 
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conversance is originally a response to exploring. To explore, however 
1 

is necessarily to adopt a course. It is always the choice of one way by 
giving up others. It is likewise the assuming of one position and the 
forgoing of others. This inner boundary belongs to conversance; the 
adopting of one course of exploring, and thus the simultaneous emer. 
gence of other courses which remain unexplored. This inner boundary 
is also the ownmost power of conversance. Therein lies the potential 
assurance of greatness in the venture of human existence. 

But what has been said so far is only an indication of the direction 
of the question and the kind of problem whose resolution will clarify 
for us the divisive essence of Afryoc;. The clarification of this will 
likewise show how it is and why it is that Airy~. at one with ita 
divisiveness, must be dispersed into a multiplicity of expository sayinaa 
and assertions: or better, why it is always already found split up aoct 
scattered in this way. The unity of conversance is always a winning 
back. 

All 'Ai:yEtv, gathering, is selecting. It is a relation to one and there~ 
to others, whether it be to the one and the others or to one or the 
other. Because A.6yoc; is originally a selecting, it is the basic activity 
which guides every relation to the fpyov as that which is selected, the 
tV..Oc;. And it is only because this selection of what belongs together 
is gathered in the El&>c; and likewise demarcates from out of itself a 
material to be selected and its determinate ways, its preparation, that 
every producing is gathered in itself in terms of how it is in its ownmost 
meaning. Only because being gathered into one belongs to every work, 
no matter how unimportant and trivial, can producing a work be 
disseminated and careless and the work be disorderly. that is, a non­
work. 

The being-gathered-together of production is at play in the gather· 
ing (i.i:yEtv) of the discussion and of the cognizance that discusses 
what is or is not suitable. This is that talking to oneselfwhich for the 
most part goes on silently or as a commentary which gets lost in the 
work and is often seen only from outside as a bunch of disconnected 
words. Producing is intrinsically a talking to oneself and letting oneself 
talk. To tell oneself something does not just mean to form words but 
to want to proceed in a certain way. that is, to have already gone there 
in advance. 
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Regulative cognizance makes producing possible only if it is de­
ployed in the exploration of individual provisions and steps which 
have to be carried out in a definite order to complete the production. 
This deployment of cognizance is what we call deliberation. It is a 
eoing over something with oneself and discussing it. This dialogue is 
~he inner deployment of and is itself. A (silent) deliberation directs 
the individual steps of producing. It demands that it be the director 
because it is essentially an activity which has already taken into its 
view what is to be done and produced. 

Producing is therefore in no way simply accompanied by a succes­
sion of assertions which are superimposed on it; nor is £man1J.111 
7tOtf1ttK'll only a series of propositions and assertions. Rather, it is a 
fundamental posture toward the world, that is, toward the enclosed 
openness of beings. Where there is world, there is work and vice versa. 

"Emcm1J.111 1tO\f1nK'll is &6VC1J.1t<; J.l£'tcl Myou. This J.l£'tcl does not 
mean an indefinite "with" in the sense of "being accompanied by" or 
''in addition to." This Em.an1J.111 is, in its innermost essence, J.lE'tcl. 
This means close behind something and following it, pursuing it and 
led by it-by Myoc;. Thus the translation: led by discourse. 

We still have to answer the question (see above, p. 116) whether 
Myoc; is understood in this passage in a narrower sense. A6yoc; pri­
marily means conversance and openness of what is to be brought 
forth. It is the outward appearance of the summons ( Vorwurj), the 
EtOoc;. It is also the discussion of the plan and the organization of 
measures taken for its execution. We can convey this in the form of 
assertions. The meaning of A.6yoc; as assertion is derived from the 
meaning of A.6yoc; as Eiooc; (see Met. 27. 1032b2-3). Such an inves­
tigation pushes for a detailed discussion of something which must 
already be open in advance as a whole. On the other hand, this 
restricted meaning of A.6yoc; is precisely the meaning which lies closest 
to us and the meaning which we most often encounter, and therefore 
also the meaning which takes over the specific role of leading in all 
lhc various ways of behaving, not only producing. The meaning of 
i.uyoc; as assertion, which is restricted and derived in terms of its 
C'>scntial origin, is the widest in terms of its use and the range of its 
control. In our context, Aristotle has both meanings in mind. The 
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inner connection of both meanings can be understood only if we 
establish in advance the original, essential character: conversance and 
openness. However, any possibility of understanding will be blocked 
otT if we take Myo~ "logically,'' in the current sense of the term, 
according to which Myo~ means judgment, assertion, and the main­
spring of assertion, concept. 

We can only allude to the not infrequent use of Myo~ in which the 
meaning of the word resonates out of the gospel of St. John and the 
Oriental gnostic teachings on wisdom, and which utterly transforms 
the original Greek content of the word. 

In order to understand the entire context of the preceding pages.; 
we have to emphasize again that we cannot explain and try to defme 
the essence of Myo~ through the ideas of a professor who appeals U, 
a logic textbook for support, not even when, as in our passage, ~ 
topic is about an6~m~(9 2, 1046bl3-14). Not judgments and forms 
of judgment are meant here, but the inner movement and lawfulness 
which lies in the openness of the world and which presents itself for 
the Greeks primarily and essentially in My~ and as Myo~. Only from 
out of all this can the fabrications first be extracted which logic and 
grammar then introduced as so-called forms of thought and gram­
matical forms. This and many other things have left us standing 
helpless over and against the essence of what we call language and 
fundamentally alienated from it. Thus on the one hand the inner 
neglect of language and the lack of respect for its dignity, and on the 
other hand the idolatry of an abstract clanging fabrication and some­
where in addition to this even a science of language, which makes its 
countless discoveries continually in a vacuum. without ever finding 
its way back to language. 

§ I 5 . .!\\lVaJ.U~ Ka'ta ldVIl<nV as capability of the strMng soul 

Only if My~ is grounded in the meaning just presented does one 
understand the inner connection with the whole constitution of 
MvaJ.lt~ to which it belongs. We have seen: MvaJ.lt~ J.I.E:'ta Myou is 
there only where EJ.l'I'\IXOV, where there is soul and the besouled in 
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gl!neral. But this relationship may not be accounted for simply in this 
way: exploring and asserting are processes of the soul, and therefore 
this very SuVCXJ..Ltc; J,l£tCx Myou necessarily has to be a capability of the 
soul. But things are otherwise and in a certain sense reversed: if a 
ouvaJ,Uc; is the sort that belongs in the region of being pertaining to 
the soul, then not only is it directed by a Myoc;, but its entire character 
as ouvaJnc; is other; as BuvaJ.uc;, that is, as apxt! J!£tajX>A.tic; tv ii.Uq>. 
How such a WvaJ.nc; of the soul is constructed and how Myoc; nec­
essarily works its way into this essential structure, Aristotle attempts 
to show in the following sentences. 

1046b 15-22: £n£l. at ta £vavrta ouK tyyiyv£tll\ £v tcj> lli>tcj>, 1'1 
o'[nt~J.l'l OUVIlJ.Uc; tcj> 'A.6yov tx£\V, Klllli 'lfUXil IC\~OEW<; fX£\ clpX~V, 
tO J.lEV UytE\VOV Uy{t:tav J.16VOV JtO\£i Kill tO 9EpJ.lavtlKOV 9EpJ.16t'ltll 
Kilt tO \jn)IC'tl.KOV 'lfUXP6t'ltll, 6 o'tm~J.UilV ciJ.lc!Ko. 'A.6yoc; yap tcmv 
c'lJ.I.~iv J,ltv, oi>x 6J.1o{ro<; 0£, Kill £v 'lfUXli ~ q£t n~m:ro<; apx~v· 
t:ixrr'ciJ.lc!Ko a1t0 tile; aUri)c; apxflc; IC\~OEt npOc; to lli>to auvffivaaa. 

"Since that which lies in the most extreme affinity does not get 
formed (at the same time) in the same being, yet since the expert 
understanding of something is a force on the basis of its being directed 
by discourse, conversance, and since the soul holds forth in itself an 
origin for movement, so indeed can the healthy promote merely 
health. that which gives warmth warmth, what cools only coolness, 
but in contrast, expert understanding is related to both (the contrar­
ies). For conversance is always directed at both, but not in the same 
way. and it belongs (according to its way of being) in a soul which 
itself (as such) holds forth in itself a from-out-of-which for movement. 
Hence it will bring both into movement, and in fact proceeding from 
the same origin in such a way that it brings both back together to that 
Which is discerned as the same." 

At first roughly the same theme as above. at first sight nothing new. 
but only a broad recapitulation that in Myoc; ouvaJ.llc; is related to 
rvavtia as c'i:J.lellW. And yet we ought not to read out two new essential 
determinations: on the one hand, it is 'lji\)Xll that is explicitly under 
discussion; on the other hand, it is ldVT\mc; that is under discussion. 
something which is no less essential for the undecided question con-
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cerning ouvaJ.u<;. More exactly, what is being discussed is the fact that 
\jf\)Xtl· soul, has, holds, and holds forth in itself that from out of which 
its self-moving occurs-Qpxi'lv nvt1m:oo<; fxet. And with this, A.Oyac; 
and the work that it has been depicted as doing are brought together. 
To be sure, Aristotle gives at this point no more precise clarification 
of \jf\)Xtl and ldVTJm<; and the connection of the besouled or living 
with the self-moving. But he speaks of it as well-known, not in itself 
well-known but known and clarified through what he often and in 
various ways and in different respects has spoken of in his lect~ 
In what respect he now wants the question concerning \jf\)Xtl as cXpXI)y 
nvt1a£oo<; fxouaa to be more precisely understood makes itself 
known in that the mentioning of this connection occurs in a way 
inextricably bound to the question of MSyo<; and OUV<XJ.ll<;. We too in. 
our interpretation must give up discussing this connection extensively, 
Here we mention merely the investigation in which Aristotle thor: 
oughly treats the question: Met. Z 7-9, Nic. Ethics Z, De an. r, 
especially chapter 9fT. 

In the treatise 0£pl \jf\)Xft<; this question is (naturally) dealt with as 
the most proper theme. 'l'uxt1 is what constitutes the being of beinp 
which have the character of living. Oepl \jfUXTt<; is not a treatise on 
psychology but an ontology of the living overall. What lives has the 
fundamental character of self-moving, which does not necessarily 
mean changing place. Plants, too, which have their fixed location, 
move themselves-as growing and nourishing. The movement of the 
living is a self-moving, and above all for the reason that <X£\ fl ldVTJOUi 
"' ~ovto<; ft OUil'ICOVt6<; ti tanv (De an. r 9, 432b28f.), for the 
reason that movement always is that of fleeing or pursuing (4!1uyt\ or 
oirol;t<;). This means, however: to protect oneself from something or 
to take something into possession. The movement of the living is ad 
fv£Ka nvo<; (see bl5ff.)-always for the sake of something, something 
which in the end is at issue, something which is the end, t£A.o<;, what 
is to be accomplished-the 7tpaKt6v. That which is at issue is neces­
sarily an 6p£1Ct6v, something striven after (r 10, 433a28). 

To briefly clarify these connections: an 6p£Kt6v is something pos­
ited in a striving, through the striving as such set forth [ Vor-gestelltes]. 
Striving is inherently setting-after something and as such already set-



§ 15. ~uvcq.uc; JCata JdVflcnv as capability 129 

ting-before; this comportment can, however, set aside this setting-after 
and is then only setting-before. Everything which we call "represent­
ing" ( Vorstellen] and "intuiting" is inherently this "bare setting before, 
this bare representing"; it is not, for example, the reverse: first repre­
sented and then striven after. Thus there are manifold ways in which 
the opEICtOV Tl 6pE!Ct6V is manifest. 

This 6pE!Ct6V is, however, in each case apx"": that from-out-of­
which and that in reference back to which all effort is set in motion; 
to this effort belongs also the deliberation, and the dialogue over the 
right way and right means. Hence: to 6p£~et6v ... yap IC1.V£i (433bll-
12)-the striven after as such is what properly does the moving; it is 
the apx"" ofldVTI<nc; that the soul has. The soul has this apx"" insofar 
as the soul as essentially striving, as 6p~tc; (r 9, 432b7), is related to 
an 6pEKt6v. The having, qEtV (cf. likewise A.6yov qov), does not 
simply mean: having in itself, as some sort of property, but having 
something in the manner of a holding-itself-in-relation-to, of a com­
portment-whereby that at which the comportment is directed is 
made known somehow in and through this comportment itself. (For 
this reason it is for Aristotle an important question indeed whether 
Myoc; must not also be attributed to non-rational animals, or the 
beings that we name in this way.) 

Where, therefore, comportment and self-moving is a production, 
7tO(TJc:nc;. and in fact an £mcm1J.L11 JtOtlltt1C11, a human activity, there 
the apx"" of this activity is not only and first of all the d~. the 
Myoc,, as we portrayed it earlier-the projection of what is to be 
produced there, the making known of the outward appearance-but 
at one with this it is, even indeed prior to this, already an 6pEKt6v; 
as. for example, in the striving after a useful object that makes possible 
the holding and transporting of water. The JtOt£iv Kata tt"lv 
E7ttcrtJiJ.lTJV, production, requires "outside" the Myoc; yet another that 
rules £t£pou nvoc; KUp{ou (end of chap. 9}--yet another apx""· that 
or wanting to have at one's disposal, for example, some sort of use 
ohjcct. Only this needing, this wanting, leads to a producing; that is. 
11 is the from-out-of-which for the producing as a movement-apxt) 
1-lrtc(~OAtic,. The needing is not only the impetus. the stimulus that 
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comes and goes, but rather the needing has in itself already its range 
and orientation, and with this it guides the production up to the 
fulfillment of the work. So there are, as it were, two apxa( and yet, 
then again, only one (regarding voik:; npanuc:6c;, see chap. 9ff.). 

From this vantage point the juxtaposition of A&yoc; and ~ 
KlVJlO'~ in our passage (Met. e 2, 1046bl5ff.) becomes comprehen. 
sible. The apx~ of WvaJ.w; J.1£ta Myou is an 6pEnov npaKtov 
A.£'y6J.1£vov-as something striven after, to be produced, and ad· 
dressed as this or that, and as such related to the tvavtia because 
opEl;lc; is necessarily ~(oo/;lc; or cjl~. 

And now it can finally be articulated with utmost precision what 
Aristotle (Joe. cit.) is trying to say: he begins with the suggestion that the 
tvavtia, which indeed were already thoroughly under discussion bef~ 
hand, are not present together at once in one and the same produced 
being. But on the other hand, it is never the case that only one of tbe 
contraries is there with the OOVUf.ltc; J..t£ta A6you. Then both. Certainly. 
But the question is then: how? Not as something at hand, produced, but 
in the production and for this. In that this proceeds from (an6, line 21) 
something which wants and is to be produced, the contrary is already 
co-given with this one striven-after origin, a contrary which must be 
avoided in this striving. The care which belongs to production unites 
precisely both in itself: holding to the right path and avoiding going off 
track and awry. Both what meets up with the right path and what meets 
up with the wrong path, both are constantly seen together, and the two 
are referred back together to the one out of which the whole producing 
is set into and held in motion, the 6pE1CtOV npa1Ct6v. 

In the sentences we are now discussing, Aristotle wants more to 
remind us of this connection rather than to expressly elaborate on it. 
We saw how and in what sense ~uvaJ,w; J.IEtCt Myou is indissociable 
from something besouled (fJ.I'If'UXOV). At the same time we saw that 
here soul is in no way a thing that acts and makes itself felt in a body; 
rather, we saw that Aristotle exposes a very definite fundamental 
structure of living beings and incorporates into this structure itself the 
enactment of 'Ai:yElV and Myoc; as an occurrence belonging to it. 
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• 

~· /6. The inner divisiveness and finitude of WvaJ.nc; J,1£tci Myou 

We maintain: the inner divisiveness of Myoc; is the origin and root of 
the proliferation into individual Myot; this occurs for the most part 
not as forged interpretations but in the "speaking to oneself' of pro­
ducing. The gatheredness of producing springs forth out of the essence 
o0.6yoc; as gathering. It is from this perspective that the J.1£tcl (Myou) 
is to be understood. In all this it is important not to conceive of Myoc; 
in terms of "logic," but to proceed in the opposite direction. -Now 
the ~uvaJ.nc; J,1£tci Myou as ldVIl<n<; enters into the discussion. How 
is it related to ldVIl<n<;? The movement here is that of the living, the 
'1'\lX!l: this has the apxJi of movement----Upxl)v ICl.vTjateoc; fx£t. The 
movement of the soul consists in striving, op£;tc;, and is either flight 
or pursuit. What is striven after, the 6p£Kt6v, is not itself a mere object 
that is represented but the one that moves; it is this as A£y6J.1£VOV 
Ei~c;. (The same fundamental connection of ldVIl<n<; and 6p£Kt6v is 
found in the concluding book of the Physics. That which in the pri­
mary sense does the moving moves roc; tpci>J.1£VOV [see Met. A 7, 
I 072b3]; fproc; is characteristic of a specifically Platonic way of seeing 
the living kind of movement, which recurs in Aristotle in a modified 
form.) The cipxJi. that from out of which everything living is set into 
motion. is thus had and held by the soul (cipXTi txoJJtVTI). and in fact 
in various relations, to be delineated through the phenomena d~c;. 
tO .. oc;. 6p£Kt6v, and Myoc;. These define one and the same cipxTi back 
upon which the whole occurrence and inner constitution of 3uvaJ..ll<; 
is referred. 

Every production of something, in general every 3uvaJ.nc; j.l£tci 

:..6you. prepares for itself, and this necessarily, through its proper way 
of proceeding. the continually concomitant opportunity for mistak­
Ing. neglecting, overlooking, and failing; thus every force carries ifl 
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itself and for itself the possibility of sinking into un-force. This 
negativum does not simply stand beside the positive of force as its 
opposite but haunts this force in the force itself, and this because every 
force of this type according to its essence is invested with divisiveness 
and so with a "not." Yet for Aristotle and antiquity there was almost 
no essential urge to pursue these questions, to the extent that for the 
Greeks it was the question about being which above all and first of 
all had to render a comprehension of what is questioned. 

Met. e 2, 1046b22-24, suggests how the clarification of 5uv~ 
f.1£tcl Myou and avro Myou applies to the concept of 5uvat6v: 

~to ta Kata Myov Suvata toi~ avru Myou Suvatoi~ notEi tcivavtfa.· 
l.lt{t yap apxli Jt£PttxEtat. tcj> 1../)yq>. 

"Hence the forces according to discourse (the capable) enact tbe 
contraries for the forces without discourse; for (the capable) is encom· 
passed by one (single) origin; this one is conversance." 

As it stands, the sentence is unclear and therefore ambiguous. The 
capable that is directed by discourse does the opposite to what .ia 
without discourse. This primarily means: it is not directed at some­
thing singular, as is what is without discourse, but, in contrast, it. 
directed at a one and its other, and that is to say, at contraries. Becaue 
the capability that is directed by discourse is related to contraries f~ 
the bottom up, therefore it is as a whole inherently at the same time 
contrary to capability that is without discourse. In the noU!iv 
tavavna both are pulled together: both the relating itself to con~ 
ies and thus, in contrast to the WvaJ.uc; <ivEu Myou, the comportinl 
itself contrarily. In terms of content, the sentence does not offer any­
thing new. Only the formulation is noteworthy, the way in which the 
Myoc; is named the unitary. singular apxt1: here it is indeed corrob­
orated that the Myoc; is no concomitant phenomenon in no{Tt<n<; and 
tmatt1J.Lll JtOtlltlKTl but constitutes the innermost framework. In this 
the f.1£tcX is properly determined. 

The concluding sentence of the whole chapter also offers a thought 
that has already been touched upon; it is not immediately apparent 
what the addition of this sentence at this point is supposed to do. 

1046b24-28: ~VEpOV ~ Kat {m tTI J.IEV tOU Ell ~UV<ll.lEl c:iKoA.ou9t:i t't 
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toil j.16vov noni<mt i\ na9£iv Wvaj.lt~ taU'tJl l)' EKE(Vll m)K aiEi· 
avnyiCTl yap tOV ru 1tOlOU· ta Kal7tOl£iV, tOV a£ j.l6vov 1tOlOUVta OUIC 
uvciyiCTl Kal EU 1tOl£iV. 

"'It is then also manifest that being forceful in the right way is 
followed after by force, the force simply to do something or bear 
something, but being forceful in the right way does not always follow 
after force; for the one who produces in the right way must also 
necessarily (first of all) produce, namely the one who simply produces 
but not necessarily also in the right way." 

The thought is clear: The force for producing in the right way 
presupposes that in general a force for producing is there; but, con­
versely, the latter does not already imply the former. Thus it is plain 
in what sense Aristotle here understands the expression ax:oM>u9£iv. 
Being-capable-at-all of something "follows" being-capable-in-the­
right-way. We would say the reverse. But here ax:oM>u9Eiv means "to 
follow" in the sense of"constantly going after," "always already going 
along with something"; if viewed in terms of that which is followed 
after, this means: this latter, which is constantly followed after by 
something, carries with itself and along with itself this something 
which follows after it. And indeed this is so in the very definite sense 
that this something which always already goes along with is the con­
dition of possibility for that with which it goes along, which it follows. 
h is important that we are clear on this. In this expression of following 
we have, understood in a Greek way, the formulation of the relation­
ship which we learned to express as the connection of a priori condi­
tions. Following means here: to go in advance, not only to come 
afterwards. What np6tEpov cj)u<n:t is-the earlier in terms of the mat­
ter, this itself has nothing more behind it, but to be sure it always 
stands behind that which it conditions in terms of the matter and in 
this way goes after it. 

But just there where the ax:oM>u9Eiv means "to follow after" in the 
'•.·nsc of following right after, there the meaning is not a coming-later 
Ill a temporal sense, yet neither is it the so-called logical succession, 
but rather the essential being-conditioned. This ax:ol..ou9Eiv plays a 
great role in Aristotle in, for example, his doctrine on the essence of 
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time. Here there arises a succession and structural relationship be. 
tween J.1£y£9oc;. KlVTJ<n<;. and xp6voc;, extension, movement. and time. 
Here the ciKoA.ou9eiv in fact is meant in the reverse direction as 
"following upon"; in no way in the sense of a logical succession or 
even an actual emergence, but in relation to the order of the basic 
structure of the essence of time; this is grounded in movement, and 
movement in tum is grounded in extension in general. Whether in this 
way or that way, ciKoA.ou9eiv is used in the sense of essential belong. 
ingness; cf. Met. A 1, 98la24ff. 

The above sentence is thus transparent in its content; but precisely 
because this is the case, we ask ourselves why it is there. It has, in fact, 
nothing to do with the guiding question of the whole chapter. And yet-if 
this connection of the ru (in the right way) and the Jto1.£iv was already 
hinted at earlier. and so was only a clue, not yet a genuine grounding­
then only now, precisely on the basis of the discussion of Myoc; and its 
belonging to OUVCXJ.lll;. do we first grasp that within which the ru that 
belongs to OUVCXJ.ll<; has its roots. Why does there belong to a force tbe 
"in the right way"-and this means "in the not right way," "in an 
indifferent way"? Why does there belong to a force necessarily the "iil 
each case such and such," in general: the how? Because force as OUVatWi 
J.l.Etcl Myou is from the bottom up doubly directed and bifurcated. And 
because, then, the force which is directed by discourse is in an original 
sense of the not, that is, shot through with this not and no, for this reason 
the how is not only altogether essentially necessary but consequently 
always decisive. For such a force, that is, for such a capability, the bow 
belongs in the governing realm of that of which the force is capable. Tbe 
how is not a concomitant property but that which is co-decided in the 
capability and with it. 

With WvaJ.ll<; without discourse the situation is otherwise; true, we 
also speak here of an eu, that something which warms gives off good 
heat or bad. But the "good" and "bad" belong to this force in an 
entirely different way than is the case with MvaJ.lt<; directed by dis­
course. To be sure, these are connections which no longer lie in the 
realm of Aristotelian questions. 

But that Aristotle wants to steer our vision to the inner connection 
between the how of a force and the divisiveness implicit in it, just this 



§ /6. Inner dMsil•eness and finitude 135 

is stated by the ~v£pov SE Ka( (and so it is then also manifest; Met. 
e 2. I 046b24 ). The divisiveness is not lacking in the OUVaJ.U<; &Aoy<><;: 
it is simply an entirely different one in accordance with the essence of 
this force. Insofar as every force is directed at a singular-t.da £v6c; 
(b6)-it is excluded from all else in such a way that it is precisely not 
conversant with the other contrary and does not have it in its realm 
of mastery. But an exclusion nevertheless determines the singularity 
of that for which it is forceful. And this exclusion offers again a clue 
for the inner essential belonging of withdrawal and notness 
[Nichtigkeit] to the essence of force. 

Over and above the individual discussions, however, this is the 
decisive content of the second chapter, the fact that therein the essen­
tial notness, that is to say, the inner finitude of every force as such, is 
illuminated. With this is not meant the thrusting up against external 
boundaries and constraints and advancing no further, nor the simple 
eventual failing; rather, the inner essential finitude of every Suvat.uc; 
lies in the decision over this way or that required from out of itself 
and indissociable from its enactment. Where there is force and power, 
there is finitude. Hence God is not powerful, and "omnipotence," 
considered properly, is a concept which dissolves, like all its compan­
ions, into thin air and is unthinkable. Or, if God is powerful, then he 
is finite and in any case something other than what is thought in the 
vulgar representation of a God who can do anything and thus is 
degraded to an omnipresent being. 

The interpretation of the second chapter-gathered up together­
leads us far afield from the picture which originally offered itself, 
according to which what was at issue was a mere division of OUVclJ.LEl<;. 
By now it has become clear: what is at issue is the elucidation of the 
essence of ouvat.uc; Katci JdVTtmv in general and the response to the 
question: what is this Wva).uc;. what makes up its what-being? The 
first two chapters come together in the end in a unified and unambig­
uous inquiry. And it may be profitable to go back through both 
~:haptcrs one more time and pull them together; this remains for each 
of us to do. 

We are torn away from this concentrated fathoming of the essence 
Df Mva.f..ltc; Kata JdVfl<nV by the beginning of the subsequent third 
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chapter and by the chapter itself. At the same time. we run up against 
the first great obstacle which, after this enticing beginning, places itself 
in the way of pursuing a unitary structure for the entire treatise. The 
decisions about whether or not portions of text belong or do not 
belong to the structure of the treatise, about their appropriateness or 
inappropriateness, these decisions depend, as usual, upon the level of 
comprehension of the matter attained in each case. And that goes 
especially for the following chapter, which everyone heretofore has 
taken much too lightly, as they had to, because indeed the entire 
treatise of which it is a part has long been vulgarized through the use 
of worn-out catchwords, and because our sense for the questions 
treated therein has become dulled. 



Chapter Three 

Metaphysics e 3. The Actuality of ~UVaJ.U<; Kata K{VTJ<nV 
or Capability 

_,,. I 7. The position and theme of this chapter and its connection 

to the thesis of the Megarians 

Let us begin by briefly recalling the general outline of the entire 

treatise. Both phenomena, OOV<XJ.ll<; and tvfpyEta, are to be discussed 

first according to their ordinary meaning, so as to make the transition 

to a treatment of SUV<XJ.lt<; and tvtpyEta tm nAtov according to their 
proper philosophical meaning (cf. p. 40 above). In addition to the 

preliminary sketch of this very general outline found at the beginning 

of the first chapter, we also find at the beginning of the sixth chapter 

a still more extensive and explicit remark concerning the structure of 

the treatise. Here it is stated: tnd ~ 1t£Pl tflc; Kata ldVTJ<nV 

AqoJ..lfVTI<; &uvciJ,I.£m<; dplltat-"since Wv<XJ.Lt<; Kata ldVTJ<nV has 
now been dealt with ... " From this we are to understand that chapters 

one through five deal with WvaJ..lt<; Kata ldVTJ<nv. Only a cursory 
investigation already shows, then, that chapter six begins the treat­

ment of tvtp)'Eta, and precisely t'l tvtpy£ta tm nAtov. 'Evfp)'Eta Kata 

kiv11c:nv as well as WvaJ..lt<; tm nAtov, however, do not enter into the 
discussion at all. 

So it appears at first. But we still have the remarkable fact that, 
viewed in this manner, absolutely no transition takes place either from 

MvaJ..lt<; Kata ldVTJ<nv to WvaJJtc; tm nAtov or, correspondingly, 

from tvtpyEta Kata KiVTJ<nV to tvtpyna tnt nAtov. We proceed 
directly from OOV<XJ.ll<; to tvfpyEta. But what is this supposed to mean, 

lhat the discussion of tvfp)'Eta tm nAtov follows the discussion of 

o\JvaJ..ltc; Kata KiVTJ<nv? This is an impossible leap. Until now we have 

by no means brought the discussion of SuvaJ..ltc; Kata KiVTJ<nV to its 
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completion. But in this subsequent third chapter, the topic does sud­
denly turn toward tvfpyEta. 

Is a bridge thereby formed from WvaJ.uc:; Kata ld:Vll<nV to 
tvfp'(Eta? And yet-according to the explicit remark at the beginning 
of chapter six-it must be taken as a serious violation against the 
structure of the whole treatise that prior to the sixth chapter the topic 
turns to EVEp'(Eta at all. Thus the position of the third chapter, as wen 
as that of the fourth chapter, becomes thoroughly ambiguous. 

Then comes still another surprise. The beginning of the third c~ 
ter reveals that Aristotle suddenly becomes involved in a confronta­
tion with polemical questions. Those who are familiar with Aristotle 
know that it is a characteristic practice of his to introduce a questiOQ 
first by means of a confrontation with other, earlier opinions. But this 
hardly amounts to an arbitrary critique and rejection for the sake~ 
placing his own standpoint in the correct light. These confrontatio• 
develop instead what is at issue in the question and set forth the exteqj 
to which previous attempts have followed paths which were dead en~ 
these are paths that do not provide a way out into the open---Unop~ 
These discussions of the aporia already purposely exhibit the possible 
content of the question within certain limits (cinop(a---Otanopeiv-­
£'\ntopia). They are not simply negatively critical polemics, and neit.llfJ 
are they the detached concern of a so-called aloof "aporetic," wbq 
fanatically offers only conflicts and antinomies, and wants to let theso· 
antinomies stand, and even to hypostatize and inflate them merely for 
the sake of argument. The aporia point only toward the lack of 
originality in the posing of the question-that is, they provide the 
impetus toward the necessary repetition of the question. 

In this case, however, the inquiry itself is by no means ushered in 
through such confrontations. Instead these do not emerge until chap­
ter three, where a definite conception of the Megarians with respect 
to WvaJ.nc:; comes into the discussion. And what would prevent Ar· 
istotle from following the opposite procedure just once, letting the 
aporia come after the proper thematic inquiry or even letting them be 
situated in its very midst? Certainly this is entirely possible. And yet 
before we come to a decision about this or about the further movement 
of the inquiry in general and make something of the adequacy of its 



§ I 7. TheJis of tile Megarians 139 

gl!ncral articulation. let us for once attempt very simply to make clear 
~,·hat is at issue in this debate with the Megarians. 

I046b29-30: dol. St nvE<; ol ~mv. oiov oi Mqapucol, 6Tav tvEp"yfi 
J.16vov Wvaaeat, 6-rav fit J.u'l tvEpyfi ou l;uvaaem, oiov Tov 111'1 
oiKoi)QIJ.oilVTa ou l;uvao9at ohcoOOIJ.Eiv. aJJ.1:J. Tov ohcoOOIJ.oilvTa 
omv oilcoOOIJ.fl· 61J.o{ro<; at Kal btl T6lv ciUrov. ol<; Tci auiJ.PaivovTa 
awna ou KaArnOV i&iv. 

"There are, however, certain people, such as the Megarians, who 
say that the ability to do something is present only while a force is at 
work, but when it is not at work, then there is no such ability. For 
example, a builder who is not building is not able to build, unlike the 
builder who is building. The same could be said of other kinds of 
force. It is not difficult to see that what is proposed by this statement 
cannot in any way be accommodated." 

By introducing this Megarian thesis, Aristotle furthers his inquiry. 
Who are these Megarians? An answer must be drawn precisely from 
this Aristotelian passage itself, since none of their writings have been 
handed down to us. Occasional fragmentary doctrines and statements 
of theirs are mentioned in the writings of the Stoics, in Sextus Empiri­
cus. Alexander of Aphrodisias, and Simplicius. They make up a phil­
osophical orientation and school which, like that of Plato, had its 
origins in Socrates; their founder is Euclid of Megara (not the math­
ematician). They attempted to bring together the philosophical activ­
ity of Socrates and the teaching of the Eleatics, Parmenides and Zeno. 
The confrontation with these thinkers certainly pertained also to Pla­
tonic as well as Aristotelian philosophy, both being contemporaneous 
with the Megarians. One of the questions, or even the central question, 
of all three orientations concerned the essence and possibility of move­
ment. And this means in a certain sense the question of the being of 
that which is not, or in other words, the question of the essence of the 
not and of being in general. The fact that the Megarians troubled 
themselves with this question, and that Aristotle concerned himself 
With them in such a prominent passage. as did Plato in his Sophist 
1246bff.), shows that they were not spurious verbalists who sought to 
Pro~ure a position by means of claptrap and empty sophisms. This is 
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the usual portrayal, derived mostly from reports about the later periOd 
of their school, whereby one also forgets to mention that the later 
students of the schools of Plato and Aristotle were not much more 
noteworthy than the late Megarians. It would seem, then, that these 
contemporaries of Plato and Aristotle were of the same rank, although 
it was their fate to have been forgotten in history . 

• 

Last time we brought to a close the interpretation of the secoD4 
chapter. This resulted in our being directed toward a double deterJJiil; 
nation: (I) Every WvaJ.nc; is prepared at all times for the occasion of 
lapse and failure; the possibility of sinking into unforce is inherent i1 
it; this does not merely relate to it circumstantially, as though unforcfi 
were something other. (2) The conditioned relationship ofnotdv add 
ro 1t01£iV is such that the former follows the latter (not the revene) 
ciKoi..oetiv means to go after, always already to stand in the batil 
ground; it is a matter of that which is never to be circumvented. ADfl 
while it is also employed in the reverse order (compare AristotWB 
treatise on time), there it always refers to the structural relationship 
of essential conditions to what is conditioned, and thus is prim~ 
not a logically reducible order and certainly not a temporal sequencil 
The origin of the necessity of the how of a capability lies in the i.nDift 
and essential divisiveness of that capability itself. -The theme tot 
both chapters one and two is the essence of WvaJ.uc;, that is, ~ 
determination of what it is. Now with the third chapter comes the full 
great disruption, at least according to the conventional conception of 
the interpreter and what initially presents itself. And it is in fad 
remarkable that Aristotle in the middle of his discussion starts a 
critical confrontation with others. The question is whether this con· 
frontation primarily follows chapters one and two or whether it dOCS 
not perhaps anticipate and prefigure something else. It was Aristotle's 
custom to begin a discussion with an aporia, which for him had a 
positive meaning. This has to do not with a mere undecidability of 
the question but rather with getting onto the right path (5tanopeiV) 
and heading toward an runop(a. A Megarian thesis is posed as tbe 
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~onsideration begins. Who are these Megarians? No writings have 
survived. They were Socratics and "Eieatic," contemporaries of Plato 
and Aristotle. Their principal question concerned the essence and 
possibility of movement. 

That different conceptions in relation to the question of the essence 
and possibility of movement still could and even had to stand over 
and against Plato and Aristotle is easy to see, if one has even a slight 
appreciation for the tremendous struggle which these two thinkers­
Plato and Aristotle-had to take upon themselves if they were some­
how to gain even a tenuous footing within the dark and precarious 
realm of this question. The question concerning what and how move­
ment "is" posed at that time, as it fundamentally still does today, its 
own peculiar difficulty not only in the enigmatic essence of movement 
as such. but in the interpretation and understanding of being, in the 
light of which one first becomes troubled by the being of movement. 

The Megarians denied the possibility of the actuality of movement, 
according to the fundamental Eleatic principle of the being, wherein only 
the being is and the non-being is not. And yet every being that is in some 
manner tainted and pervaded by the nothing is non-being-thus the 
not-yet-being as well as the no-longer-being. What is in movement, 
however. suddenly changes, moves out of one thing into another. is no 
longer that but not yet this. What moves is in this sense non-being from 
"two sides": it is respectively not yet what it will be and no longer what 
it was. Being (Seiend] is only what is present and at hand. 

Now we have to assume that the Megarians did not simply rehash the 
old theses. but rather sought to defend the Eleatic theses in this confron­
tation with Plato and Aristotle and their doctrines of movement. And 
not only this-and what I am about to say is for you perhaps an empty 
assertion at present, but for me it is a personal conviction-but one might 
rightfully doubt whether Plato and Aristotle actually comprehended and 
overcame the central objections of the Megarians. With this it may also 
rl'nJain undecided whether the Megarians themselves knew what they for 
th~:ir part fundamentally wanted. No true and great wanting knows, in a 
~an ncr which can actually be stated conceptually. what it has wanted. 
1 

(J discern this is the business of those who come later. But this subse­
lJUcnt improved understanding permits no superiority. The following 



142 Metaphysics 9 3. 

interpretation should show the extent to which this doubt is justified and 
must be affirmed (as to whether Plato and Aristotle actually overcame 
the Megarian objections). Even if the refutation of the Megarians pres. 
ents no difficulty, as Aristotle states in our passage. there still remains the 
question whether Aristotle grasped or even ever could have grasped the 
ultimate diffteulty-and this means the primary difficulty-through 
which the Megarian argument took on its full weight and validity. 

Let us inquire now in a more definite manner, and in relation to 
our treatise. What is the connection between the Megarian doctrine 
and the Aristotelian thematic, which concerns ouvaf.w; as ouv~ 
Kata ldVIl<nV? This OUV<Xf.ltc; holds an essential reference to ldVIl~ 
insofar as ouvaf.uc; is what it is: cipx"it J,J£ta!X>A.ftc;. Now if J,J£tapo~ 
is in itself essentially impossible, then this also pertains first Blill 
foremost to that which is claimed as apx"it J,J£ta!X>A.ftc;. An origin fot 
that which in itself cannot be, is itself senseless. If OUV<Xf.ltc; is supposed 
to be such an cipxl't. then it cannot be at all. With this the initiil 
strangeness of the relation between chapter three and the earlier cb.al*o 
ters already vanishes. The decisive question simply is: Does the AIW­
totelian discussion of the Megarians seek only a polemical clarificatidll 
and a supplemental determination of the exposition in chapters OQe 

and two, or does chapter three issue in a new question? Does thl 
treatise proceed along its path in this manner? If so, in what sent~te? 

One can easily see how exceptionally important it is that we filit 
attain clarity with regard to the questioning and results of chaptm'l 
one and two. And yet the usual way in which these two chapters ba'VI 
been speciously interpreted and popularized has thus far prevent&ld 
the achievement of an adequate preparation for an understanding of 
what follows. As a result. these interpretations. if one may even caD 
them that. only heighten the confusion of the questioning. a confusion 
which, even in Aristotle's time as the debate took place, did not exist 
accidentally but was and still is rooted in the immeasurable difficultY 
of the matter in question. Accordingly, extreme care and rigor are 
demanded precisely in the unfolding of this undecided question. 

In order not to strengthen the suspicion that we are trying to force 
a connection between chapter three and chapters one and two, let US 
now set aside the possible connection which we have just suggested· 
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Instead. we are now going to attempt much more, to unfold the whole 
treatise purely in the context of chapter three. We proceeded as though 
we knew nothing of the Megarians, and yet in fact we need not make 
this assumption. We can let Aristotle tell us something about them. 

The text which we translated yielded one thing, that the Megarians 
already responded to the Aristotelian doctrine concerning &uvaJ.u.~. 
and even disputed a very definite point. With this dispute, however, 
they are touching upon a central problem. (This, again, is primarily 
our assertion.) There is, then, still something to which we have to 
direct ourselves: Aristotle refers to the thesis of the Megarians only, 
but not to what for them evidently grounded this thesis. 

What is at issue? AUVaJ.I.t~ Katci ldV11atV. As an example, an 
tmcm'il.lll JtOtlltt~ is mentioned, namely the oiKOOoJ.Ll~, the art of 
building. Thus, in the terminology that we established earlier, what is 
at issue is a capability. More specifically, this deals with the question 
of whether, when, and how such a capability could actually be present, 

precisely as the capability that it is. The Megarian thesis states 
(1046b29/30): Otav EvEpyfi J.16VOV &6vaa9at, that is, &6V(lJ.I.lV 
\mcipxEtv. I translate this and in doing so stress its decisive meaning: 
"While force is at work, only then is the ability to do something 
present." What is forming and guiding our understanding and inter­
pretation of this entire chapter is the translation of tvEpyfi. 'Evepydv 
means to be at work (and not simply to be actual). If a capability for 
something is "at work"-and this means engaged in the production 
of that for which it is a capability-then we say concisely that some­
thing "actualizes" itself which formerly was only something potential. 

What is at issue here is thus the question concerning the actuality 
of the potential, that is, tvtpyEteX, which also then is indeed the recur­
rent topic of this third chapter. But tvtp"(Eta is not supposed to be 
dealt with until after chapter five. Thus Aristotle already corrupts the 
structure of his own treatise. An observer as careful as Bonitz also 
noted this. Ad definiendam ~UVaJ.I.lV iam hoc loco adhiber notionem 
rv"PYEiac; de qua infra demum, inde a cap. 6, uberius disputabit_l Thus 
the question is (I) whether the topic here is the definition of ~uval.lt<;. 

1 · Commemarius, p. 387. 
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or not rather something else, and (2) whether, in addition, the concept 
of Evfpyt:ta Em nAtov is not already being brought into play. It does 
not suffice simply to establish extrinsically the occurrence of tv~ 
and to identify this immediately with the later formulation, when to 
the contrary it is quite clearly emphasized at the very beginning of the 
treatise that the later philosophical concept must first be achieved. 

Certainly in the very first sentence of chapter three EVEpyEiv makes 
an appearance, and we must take heed of this, but the question simply 
is: Is this the EvEpY£ta of chapter six, namely EVEpY£ta Em nAtov, 
actuality in contrast to potentiality? Or is this not ultimately what baa 
always been overlooked by the interpreters, the EVEPY£ta 'IC(I'Q\ 

KiVTI<nV, the being at work as distinguished from ... Yes, and now. 
distinguished from what? From capability, from mere capability? Hi;. 
actly! And just this, whether and how such a "mere capability" cat, 
"be," that is the question. Only in the form of this question can tit, 
EvEpY£ta Kata KiVTI<nV enter the discussion at all. Why this is so, and• 

I 

why Aristotle did not devote a specific section to this and did net, 
write a transitional passage, is deeply rooted in the matter. Neithert 
it accidental, on the other hand, that those who have offered expJail.: 
nations have confused the whole problem, but this too is rooted fl. 
the obscurity of the matter. It is therefore incumbent upon us first C 
all to discover the true location of the basic difficulty and to free uf· 
and expose this question itself from its various sides. '·. 

The Megarian thesis cited by Aristotle states: a ouvaJ.w; is odil 
when it actualizes itself. This thesis pertains not so much to thew~.: 
being of OUVCXJ.I.t<;, what one commonly calls the essence, the essen~ 
what is commonly grasped in the "definition," but rather it pertailitf' 
to the how of its being present, the existentia. How is that which b.aJ .. 
the essence of what was presented in chapters one and two actuaJlY 
present when it actually is? The Megarians looked for this heiDI 
present of a capability in the actualization-that is, in the enactmetll 
of the capability. If the capability is not engaged in enactment, tbeJI 
it simply does not exist. Mere capabilities which are not enacted dO 
not lack only factical existence, they cannot be at all. From tbi& 
Megarian thesis we must at first assume that in the Aristotelian dOC'" 
trine the question concerning how a WvaJ.lt<; qua ouvaJ.lt<; is present 



§ I 7. Thesis of the Megarians 145 

was either erroneously or inadequately answered or simply not an­
swered at all-that indeed the question was not posed even once. On 
the other hand, it is clear that if the question concerning the manner 
l)r being present of a WvaJ.U<; qua Wva~w; is posed, then it can be 
answered only with a view to the essence of Wva~uc; itself. How 
something is, is essentially co-determined by what it is. I deliberately 
say co-determined by the essence, that is, not by this alone. In any 
case. the how of being present does not allow itself to be simply 
deduced from the essence for the simple reason that the essence for 
its part is comprehensible only by passing through something present 
of this essence-or, as we say, through something "thought of' as 
present. 

All of this indicates only that an answer to the question concerning 
the how of the being present of a capability as capability cannot be 
achieved without a view toward that essence which was developed in 
the earlier chapters. 

And so at last we must more resolutely ask: How does this question 
about the being present of forces become so entangling that it precip­
itates these laborious discussions? There are certainly countless capa­
bilities: we come across them continually and inconspicuously. We 
know the shoemaker, the baker, the potter, and the cabinetmaker; 
with them there are certainly very definite capabilities present. The 
potter. for example, is the one sitting in the tavern. He is the one who 
can make mugs; he is the one capable of producing them. With him 
a capability is actually there. Good, but how then? Where and how 
then is his capability? He does not carry it with him in his pocket, like 
his pocketknife, for then the question would be easily resolved. Nei­
ther is his capability to be found in the anatomical structure of his 
body. Perhaps his hands have a unique contour, but this is at best a 
consequence of the fact that the capability is in him, and not of the 
capability itself. We say that the capability is "in him." Where within? 
In his brain? There we would search in vain. In the soul, of course! 
But what does "soul" mean? And how then is the soul present? 

What initially seemed so obvious, that the capability for making 
lllugs is at hand with the potter sitting in the tavern, has now become 
c ornplctely abstruse. But we will not yet let ourselves be persuaded 
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that the capability is not there, since otherwise even the potter would 
not be there; or does he leave this capability at home when he goes 
to have a beer? It should now be more clear already that the MePJians 
find a question here and want to see it raised. To be sure, the anSWer 
which they give to the question concerning the manner of being pres­
ent of a capability is by no means to be brushed aside. In any case. 
this answer shows that they seriously pursued the question: A capa. 
bility is in every case present. that is, actual, when it is actualized. ADd 
it is actualized when it enacts what it is capable of. If first of all it ia 
capable only of something which actually can be, then capability ia 
precisely only the potential of something actual. The potential is, 
however, what is not yet present. A capability can be called present, 
and thus being [seiend]. only if it is engaged in its enactment. Only the 
builder who is building has capability. 

In this deliberation the true and false become confused. It is iJlCOD. 
testable that a difference persists between a capability which is menly 
acquired through practice and one which is in fact employed, and­
this difference somehow pertains to the being of a capability. lt'il 
further incontestable that the capability which is merely a being-prac­
ticed-in represents something like the "potential" over and agaialt 
what is practiced as something actual and actualized. And yet it coald 
just as rightfully be said that the capability which is not practiced is 
not only something potential, but also indeed already something pftll­

ent. A potential capability is something other than an actual capabil­
ity; an actual capability, however. does not need to be engaged iD itS 
enactment and actualization in order to be as such. 

With this the decisive question has already become more preciselY 
determined: How .. is" a capability, thought of not only as potential bid 
rather as actually present. although not being actuali:ed? Does Aristotle 
give an answer to this question? How did he confront the thesis oftbe 
Megarians? Does this thesis give rise to a positive solution to tbe 
question, or at least its elaboration? Does the clarification of tbe 
essence of SuvaJ.U~ Kata KiVT)cnv make any progress here? HoW is 
the progression of the inquiry to be understood accordingly? Dod 
Aristotle remain on the path upon which he started out, or does tbC 
whole structure of the treatise shatter after the second chapter, as tbC 
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interpreters contend? The interpretation of the text has to answer these 
questions. To be sure, only with these questions do we gain even a 
e:limpse into what Aristotle wanted to say. 
- But first it is necessary to add another and entirely decisive difficulty 

10 all the ones which thus far have been developed and which lie in 
the matter itself. A capability is, according to the Megarian thesis, 
only when it is engaged in enactment, otav EvEpyEi-when it is at 
work. To be at work means to be busied with producing, to be im­
mersed in it; here, however, the work itself is not yet a work; it is this 
only once completed. Once completed, however, the producing for its 
part has become superfluous and no longer is. The being present of 
a capability is the producing itself as JtOill<n<;-that is, as ldVTI<n<;. 
But if the Megarians see here, in the movement of producing, the 
actuality of capability, then this contradicts their basic conception of 
being and actuality, which supposedly is Eleatic, and according to 
which movement simply is not and never is: it is non-being. But if this 
absurdity cannot be attributed to the Megarians, that precisely where 
the actuality of something (namely of OUVCXfJ.t<;) is at issue, they con­
sider it to be nothing other than what they at bottom call the non-ac­
tual. then the traditional conception of the historians of philosophy 
in relation to the basic character of the Megarians as Eleatic is unten­
able. 

Yet there is still another possibility, namely that the Megarians did 
indeed want to find the actuality of capability in its enactment but, 
precisely because of their Eleatic orientation, they were not in a po­
sition to comprehend the essence of enactment. They were much more 
inclined to misinterpret it. 

If. however, the manner and mode of being present of ouvat-uc; 
involves at all the being moved of its enactment, then it is precisely 
Aristotle who first decisively dealt with this kind of being, insofar as 
he undertook to clarify the essence of movement for the very purpose 
or determining and making visible movement and being moved as a 
Proper mode of being actual. If, nevertheless, the manner of being 
J"lrescnt of OUVCXfJ.t<; does not lie in being moved, in the enactment of 
Producing. as the Megarians wanted, and if, on the other hand. the 
enactment of capability is again not without a relation to the essence 
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of capability, then being moved as a kind of actuality could offer at 
the very least a guiding thread in posing the question concerning the 
unenacted but no less actual capability. 

With all these deliberations we have generally circumscribed what 
is required for achieving a philosophical understanding of chapter 
three. 

• 

§ 18. The beginning of Aristotle's 
confrontation with the Megarians 

a) Is the actuality of capability to be found in having 
or in its enactment? 

Aristotle begins chapter three with a critical confrontation directed 
against the Megarians. Their main concern is the question concemiag 
the possible actuality of movement, a possibility which they deny. 
Behind this is concealed a fundamental question of philosophy. What 
connection does the Megarian doctrine have with the Aristotelialt 
theme? This theme in general is Wvcql1<; Kcxta KiVTJmV or, mc:n 
exactly, its essence as it was developed in chapters one and two.lfthe 
Megarians deny the possibility of movement, this does away with the 
essence of Buvcx~l1<; Kcxta KiVTJmv. Thus chapter three would sene 
only to reinforce the determination of this essence. And yet is tbil 
what is at issue here? Already the first sentence tells us somethingelae. 
It does not address the question of the "what" but rather the "bow"' 
of being present. And where is this located? According to the 
Megarians, in tvEpyriv. Thus the theme is tvfpyrtcx. But how? Not 
as the disturbance of the structure of the treatise but as the furtherance 
of the problem. Accordingly, what is at stake in chapter three is no 
longer a definition but rather tvfpyrtcx. But this is not yet the tvtpyEtfJ. 
which begins with chapter six, but rather tvfpyrtcx Kcxta tdVTI<JlV. 
What does the Megarian thesis now signify in relation to this theme? 
The actuality of OUVCXJ..ll<; is seen in its enactment. Here lies the "ac-
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tualization" of a capability; otherwise it is only "capable," "in poten­
!iality." The potential. however, is not yet the actual. But is an un­
t:nacted capability merely something potential? Or is it already also 
actual. even though not enacted? Thus the question concerning the 
actuality of capability becomes more sharply defined. And yet, on the 
other hand, if it is now to be assumed that they deny movement, the 
thesis of the Megarians becomes incomprehensible. (But is enactment 
perhaps something different?) 

Now let us look at how Aristotle encounters the Megarian thesis. We 
already know one thing. that he does not discuss the thesis itself but 
instead asks about what follows if this thesis is assumed. The conse­
quences of this assumption, however, are utterly unacceptable and un­
tenable. Therefore the thesis itself must be dismissed as untenable. 
Aristotle even emphasizes the ease with which through such a demon­
stmtion the impossibility of the Megarian thesis becomes evident. 

t046b33-36: l\ftA.ov yap an out' ohcoS6~0<; fcnat t.av ~t't oilcooo~n- to 
yap oilcoS6~q> dvat to lluvatcp Eiva{ t.<Tttv ohcoooJ.t£iv· 6~o(~ a£ Kal 
tnl tci>v cillrov tqvci>v. 

"For it is clear (from the presupposition of the Megarian thesis) 
also that no builder could be if he is not building, since being a builder 
means being capable of building. This is equally the case for the other 
kinds of production." 

According to the Megarian thesis, builders exist, insofar as they are 
builders, only if they are engaged in the act of building. To make the 
consequences of this clear, it would thus be completely impossible to 
commission a builder to build a house. since he is in fact no builder 
at all if he is not yet building. To this Aristotle rejoins that being a 
builder means first of all being capable of building. But is this an 
answer to the question found in the Megarian thesis? Perhaps being 
" builder does have its essence in being capable of building, but with 
this it is not yet determined in what manner such a potential capability 
1
' a(;tual. Precisely because this actuality can be nothing other than 
aL·tualization in enactment do the Megarians especially deny Ari­
stotle's essential determination. And so the two interpretations stand 
111 sharp contrast to one another: On the basis of his essential determi-
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nation of ouvaJ.w;, Aristotle takes the question concerning the beU,g 
present of OUVUJ.U<; to be ostensibly decided; the Megarians deny this 
essence fundamentally because the being present of a OUVUJ..ll<; is only 
potential. 

This conflict obviously shall not be resolved by means of a fonnaJ 
deliberation. It requires a renewed approach to the matter being dealt 
with. Does this happen and in what way? Does Aristotle simply want 
to demonstrate to the Megarians the absurdity of what follows from 
their thesis, or is he after something else? 

In order to give a preliminary and general answer to this question, we 
can say not only that Aristotle in fact nowhere engages in a merely foDDal 
refutation of the Megarians, but that even where it seems as though bis 
refutation is reducible to a cheap quibbling over consistency, even tberc 
he is pushing for an elaboration of very definite phenomena. Not oaly 
that, but this whole critical confrontation is nothing other than die 
preparation for a positive clarification of &uvatov Eivm in regard to ita 
manner of rlvm (in the sense of actuality). And in this manner the inquiry 
again takes an essential step forward. This further advancement oftbe 
question, however, is no mere deviation from the organization of1be 
treatise, as though it might be an uncalculated presumption of what is to 
be developed only later in chapter six. Instead, here in this chapter we 
come across the genuine preparation for and the grounding of tbe 
transition from OUVUJ.U<; Kal. EvEp"fElU KataldVTlOlV to EvEp"fEUUD 
Wva,.uc; Em. nAtov. 

Accordingly, we divide the whole thematic discussion into twO 

phases. 1046b36-1047a20: the preparatory critique of the MegariaD 
thesis on the basis of various arguments. 1047a20-b2: the positive 
thematization and determination of ouvatov Eivm and of tvtp'y!UI 
KataldVTlOlV (p. 184fT.). We shall in tum further divide these twO 
phases into individual sections for the purposes of highlighting the 
progression of thought. 

1046b36-1047a4: ri ouv Ctliuvatov tW; tO\auta~ fxrtv •fxv~ 1-11'1 

flCIV9WOVta 7t0t£ ICCll ACij36VtC1, ICCllflfl f;(ElV flfl cX7tOjkU..6VtC1 noU (i\ 
yap A.~9t1 fl na9Et nvl fl ;(p6v<p· ou yap Sfl toil YE 7tpa"(Jlat~ 
cp9apfvt<><;. Ei [instead of ciEl, H.] yap E<Tt\V), i'l•av naOOT]tat. o'l)x ~ 
'tflv •txVTJV. naA.tv s· EU9\>c; oiiCOOOfl~GE\ 7t~ A.ajXOv. 
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'"If it is impossible then to possess these kinds of expertise in some­
thing without having learned and acquired them once (before), and if 
it is just as impossible to cease possessing such kinds of expertise, 
unless one has already once given them up, which can happen either 
through forgetting, mishap or through time. then certainly it is not 
due to this that what producing in each case has to do with is de­
stroyed. for if this were so ... ," thus if the possession or dispossession 
of ouvaJ.nc; is in a similar fashion impossible without the occurrence 
of what has been stated, "how should this expert cease in having this 
expertise in producing when he (merely) stops (producing)? And, vice 
versa. how is he supposed to have reacquired this expertise if he should 
suddenly resume building?" 

We now want to scrutinize through a series of statements, which 
are directly evident if considered according to Aristotle's manner of 
questioning, the challenge that Aristotle returns to the Megarians 
which here takes the form of a hypothetical question. The preceding 
alteration in the text-from cid to Ei-and the translation ofnpciYJ.la 
must be justified within their relevant contexts. 

The fXElV of a ttxVTl is bound to a previous learning and acquisi­
tion; no longer possessing, J.llt qEtV, is bound to a giving up. If this 
is so, then it is also clear that merely ceasing to enact a 'ttxVTl in no 
way needs to signify already no longer having it. And vice versa, the 
immediate commencement of an enactment cannot signify an utterly 
novel appropriation but rather, to the contrary, already presupposes 
an acquisition. 

What is Aristotle expressing here? More than the acquiring and 
losing, he is addressing having and not having a ouvaJ.ltc;. What does 
this have to do with the guiding question, which asks how a OUV(lJ.ltc; 
as such is actual? To be capable of something surely means to haw! 
the OUVCXJ.ltc;, and the corresponding not-having implies not being 
capable. This having and not-having holds the secret to the actuality 
and non-actuality of OUV(lJ.ltc;. Is having thus comprehended as a kind 
or being? Apparently, fXElV and J.llt fXEtV are understood here in a 
\'cry definite sense. 

Against this, the Megarians see the actuality of OUVCXJ.ltc; in its 
enactment. Thus there must exist a difference between having a 
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ouvaJ.w; and enacting it, a type of difference which of course now also 
reveals a coherency, since otherwise both could not be claimed as a 
clarification for the being present of OUVJ.UXJ.I.l<;. Both determinations , 
EXEtv and tvEpyEiv. are supposedly attributable to WvaJ.U<;. We can 
be more precise: According to Aristotle, WvaJ.U<; is there, is actual , 
if it is possessed; according to the Megarians, Wvcq.uc; is actual if it 
is enacted. What is in question is the actuality of ouvao6at qua 
ouvaaem. 

Wvaa9m? 

II \\ 
OUV<XJ.UV ExElV- EvEp-yEiV 

(Aristotle) (Megarians) 

b) The conflict is grounded in the Greek understanding of actuality 

Aristotle and the Megarians differ in that they verify and demonstrate 
in different ways (one in having, the other in enactment) what they 
understand by the actualization and actuality of something, in tbij 
case of WvaJ.U<;. Or do the)· in fact understand something different 
in regard to the actuality of something-that is, in regard to its beinJ 
present? This is the decisive point of questioning, which pervades aDd 
dominates the whole confrontation, but without becoming properly 
and explicitly thematized, either by Aristotle or by the Megarians. 
This is the basic situation, which we come across in antiquity and, 
from then on, in philosophy as a whole, with respect to the articulation 
and development of the fundamental question of philosophy: What 
is a being? The emerging rw.ifold question in this case belongs to the 
fundamental question about the being and provides the inspiration 
for philosophizing: (I) What in general is understood by actuality 
(being present)? (2) What is the test and verification of this general 
idea of the actuality regarding a OUV<XJll<;? While the distinction be­
tween these two may not be obvious, the multiplicity of what is at 
stake in this question is in fact so overwhelming that at first it could 
deliver itself over only in one or the other of these two directions. At 
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the same time, however, there is a greatness here in that this question 
was actually asked and not merely an afterthought. 

Only through patiently laying out what is most properly at stake 
in the matter with regard to this theme shall we learn that the discus­
sions in the third chapter, and thereby those of the entire treatise, are 
most intimately bound up with the fundamental question of philoso­
phy. We may no longer be satisfied with extrinsically grafting the 
question about &UvaJ.U~ and £v£pytta onto a schema of the different 
meanings of being. 

Whether two different representations of actuality have emerged 
here or only one and the same ancient representation, namely that of 
presence, and whether this takes place with a meaning which is more 
narrow and focused or with a meaning which is broader, all this 
remains unclear. So much so that precisely the question concerning 
ouvaJ.ll~ Kata ldVll<nV and £v£pytta issues in the preparation for a 
coming to grips with the entire question. 

How do things stand with the conception of the essence of being in 
general, especially that of actuality, in relation to the concrete question 
of this chapter? Do two distinct conceptions of being present really 
collide. or are Aristotle and the Megarians, along with all the Greeks, 
here united, even to the point that only on the basis of such a unity 
is a conflict first able to be awakened, a conflict which only then may 
dispute precisely what could constitute the being present of OUVa.J.I.tc; 
as such? Let us begin to anticipate what is essential here by means of 
statements that are necessarily general, at least initially, but which 
shall for their part be supported with evidence from Aristotle's con­
crete discussions. 

Aristotle and the Megarians are completely united about what ac­
tuality in general, the being present of something, signifies; it signifies 
"the presence of something." This is by no means the abstract. vacu­
ous. and flimsy explanation it might appear to be! In the process of 
laying out the previous chapters, we discussed at length the phenom­
enon of production together with the work relation for a reason, 
Pr~.:~:isely in order to prepare for what now concerns us. With regard 
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to "work." fpyov, we made multiple differentiations: clooc;, ttAoc;, 
Jttpro;. and Myoc;. The work character of the work is determined by 
its outward appearance. And it is just this outward appearance, as 
something finished and intrinsically completed, which is to be brought 
forth, pro-duced in a single, corresponding work. To pro-duce means 
to make presently available (not just to make). Having been pro-duced 
implies first of all being finished, and secondly, and at one with this, 
"being at this time available." This having been produced is the actu­
ality of the work; that which reveals itself in such a way "is." But 
precisely that which is in such a way but which at the same time does 
not first of all have to pass through human production, that which ia 
essentially not in need of production, given over prior to all produc­
tion-this is nature and the gods. And these are in a still more original 
sense; more original, this means: not essentially different. For ewm 
that which is not in need of production, and precisely this, is also 
understood with respect to its being in terms of the essence of haviJii 
been produced. This is the sense of the basic fact that such conceptB 
as Ei&><;, tfA.o<;, and Jttpro;, as fundamental moments of beings, am 
not restricted to things which have been produced, but rather concern 
the full array of beings. 

Now if we say presence is having been produced, then everythiq 
which has been thus far adduced must be thought along with this ia 
order to allow for the full significance of the fundamental Greek 
concept of being, ouma. as napou<rla, presence (and as the counter 
concept to cinou<rla. absence). 

This account can also immediately satisfy the dispute which li.ea 
before us. since only now do we understand the sense and validity of 
the Megarian thesis. A WvaJ.ll<; is then actually present only if it is 
related to the actualization of a work. This means, however. that the 
BuvaJ.U<; itself is enacted. For only the producing that is enacted makes 
evident that someone can do something and what that something is. 
Only here is his ability itself made available to an immediate view. In 
its enactment the BuvaJ.lt<; attests to its presence; in the enactment the 
BuvaJ.lt<; is actually present. We can and indeed must say that the 
Mcgarian interpretation of the actuality of a BuvaJ.lt<; is thought in a 
good Greek manner. Not only this. it is-up until the new advance 
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made by Aristotle-the only possible interpretation of the being pres­
ent of a capability. 

What at first looked like an eccentric stubbornness and a deliber­
atelY strained and capricious assertion now shows itself, through a 
Ji,·ing appreciation for the Greek question of being, to be the inner 
necessity and the greatness of a lucid consistency (and the tenacity of 
fortitude) which does not let itself be led astray by mere hunches or 
dawning difficulties. To be sure, only in this way does Aristotle's task 
first receive its background and acquire its unique greatness. 

Nevertheless, if one is already tacitly convinced, as is the case with 
our professors of philosophy and history, that here long-resolved 
questions are now being tossed about clumsily yet sophistically, then 
one will not understand why any kind of effort should be made for 
the interpretation of these outdated debates. But neither do we want 
to demand this. It would already be asking too much for these pro­
gressive men simply to confess that they do not understand what is 
at stake here. Indeed, these days we understand everything. 

Why does Aristotle, like the Megarians, see the essence of the 
actuality of something in presence? This is a question which philoso­
phy must do its utmost to answer. Here we must be satisfied with 
recognizing the fact and with raising the question. 

We shall now attempt to determine with greater clarity the extent 
to which a different meaning of "presence" is nonetheless suggested 
for Aristotle and the Megarians . 

• 

At the beginning of this course, we ascertained from only general 
postulates that in some fashion the question ti to ov-"what are 
bcings?"-is necessarily being dealt with in Book 9. We first arrived 
<tt an understanding by directing ourselves toward the fourfold 
no),J..axOO<; of the being. The ov ouvdj..t£t and tv£pydQ: belonged 
\\ithin this as well. This, however,led back to the problem of 0\>vaJ.U<; 
anu Ev£py£ta. The principal thing to be explained there was what 
?llvaJ.n<; Kata KiVTI<nV is. Now a peculiar link between 0\>vaJ.lt<; and 
rvrpywx. indeed at bottom an identification, shows itself in the Meg-
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arian thesis. The discussion of this thesis itself, the matter being treated 
presently, leads finally to the above-mentioned question about beings, 
To this question about how a capability actually is (the theme of 
chapter three). the Megarians answer: In its enactment. How does 
Aristotle meet this thesis? It seems as though he simply stretches it to 
impossible consequences. But in this way a clarification of the matter 
would not be furthered at all. Considered formally, this seems to be 
the case; and yet if viewed correctly, this critical confrontation does 
push toward the elaboration of definite central phenomena. In this 
way. preparations are made at the same time for a positive discussion. 
Thus we divide the whole into two phases. This division occurs at 
1047a20. The first section articulates a series of arguments, the 6nt 
of which we have examined: the fxEtV of a &UvaJ.U<; is bound to an 
acquisition, the 1-11'1 fxEtv to a giving up. Thus a mere ceasing to enact 

a capability is not yet no longer having it; correspondingly. beginning 
to enact is not identical to an utterly novel appropriation. According 
to Aristotle, to be capable means &6V(lf.l1V E)CEtv; according to tbe 
Megarians, in contrast, it means EVEP')'Eiv. Thus we have different 
answers to the question concerning the actuality of a capability. Tbia 
brings us to the question: Does there exist on both sides a differeat 
conception of actuality at all, or is this conception the same and only 
the interpretation of the actuality of capability different? We say that 
the Megarians and Aristotle are united in their general conception of 
actuality. Both understand it as presence; 6uaia as napouaia or, with 
a view to what was said earlier. having been produced. And indeed. 
only from this perspective does the Megarian thesis first become com· 
prehensible; it is good Greek. And yet why is this solution, accordinS 
to Aristotle's interpretation, inadequate? Why does he offer another? 

§ 19. Being in practice as the actuality of capability. 
The phenomena of practicing and cessation 

In the end. presence does differ according to the character of the beinS 
which supposedly is there present. Here we are dealing entirely witb 
a being that is directly opposed to the fpyov and its having beell 
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produced, namely ouvaJ.w;. It is therefore manifest that the being 
present of WvaJ.uc; may not then be immediately taken as the presence 
of £pyov, or of producing. Aristotle sees the presence of ouvaJ.uc; as 
such in EXElV. What one has is, in the possession and as possessed. 
available, present, except that now the presence of WvaJ.uc; as such 
in the sense of being possessed is certainly not OUV<XJ,I.tc; in enactment. 

~UV<XJ,I.tc; as such is already actually present before the actualization, 
if by actualization we understand "enactment." ~UV<XJ,I.tc; fxEtV means 
that something which is capable is capable in that it "has" a capability; 
it holds itself in this capability and holds itself back with this capabil­
ity-and thereby precisely does not enact. This holding itself back 
now shows itself to us already more clearly as a way of being. This 
holding itself back is at the same time a holding onto for ... (the 
enactment itself). Here we have to gather all this from the Greek word 
EXElV. -The meanings which I have designated here also come into 
play with the corresponding expression t;tc;. 

If we are to proceed any further in thinking the confrontation 
between Aristotle and the Megarians, then we must now ask: How 
do the Megarians respond to the Aristotelian thesis concerning which 
the being present of OUV<XJ.I.tc; consists in being possessed? Being pos­
sessed, they might retort, is in fact something like being available. And 
yet let us keep our eyes open and maintain a clear sense of what being 
present qua presence means. Indeed, in this "merely" being possessed 
the OUV<XJ.I.tc; is precisely not made available, is not placed at the fore, 
pro-duced here, so that everyone can perceive it as actual. We have 
the OUV<XJ.I.tc; before us as actual only if it is enacted in our presence 
and in this enactment it produces and presents itself. Only in enact­
ment does it come to light, does it ''present" itself and become present. 
Whatever does not exhibit such a being-produced does not exist. An 
unenacted OUV<XJ,I.tc; is not present. Because the presence of a OUV<XJ.I.tc; 
means its enactment. non-enactment is equivalent to absence. 

Aristotle is able to encounter this thesis only in such a way as to 
·'how that the non-enactment of a ouvaJ,nc; is not already its absence 
and. vice versa, that enactment is not simply and solely presence. This 
1m plies fundamentally that the essence of presence must be understood 
'"ore .!illly and more variously and not simply in the prevailing broad 
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and vague generality. as with the Megarians. The essence of being 
requires a more original elucidation and formulation; this is the in­
nermost tendency of the whole chapter. 

We ask more exactly: Now how does Aristotle encounter the 
Megarian equation of the actuality of a force and the actualization of 
that force in enactment? By what method does he show that non-en­
actment is not already absence? By pointing to a phenomenon that fll'lt 
of all allows the essence of enactment to be grasped properly and 
thereby allows the presence of the force which lies within it to be 
delimited according to its own specificity. This phenomenon is that 
of learning and unlearning in the broadest sense. What does this haw 
to do with our question? 

Let us begin with the negative side of the Megarian thesis. Accord­
ing to this. the non-enactment of a capability is identical to absence, 
to its not being present. Assuming that this were to hold true, theii. 
the one who is capable would have to lose this capability each time it 
was not enacted. Non-enactment would be in itself an unlearning. 
And yet what does non-enactment have to do with unlearning? Just 
as much and as little as enactment has to do with learning. Aristotfo 
wants to say: Let us leave this thesis to the Megarians and hold to 
what they draw attention to: enactment and non-enactment. And now 
we also want actually to hold to this and make it clear to ourselwf 
what belongs to enactment, or, as the case may be, what does not 
belong to non-enactment. If. according to the Megarians, the essence 
of the actuality of a 5uvaJ.U<; lies in its enactment, then the meaninl 
of this must lie precisely in a truly penetrating inspection of the essence 
of enactment and non-enactment. 

Enactment is never only the emergence of something which before 
was completely gone, and, on the other hand, non-enactment is also 
not simply the disappearance of something which was there. Enact· 
melll is practicing, thus presence of practice and being practiced in; it 
is the presence of being in practice, the presence of something which 
is already present. Although enactment is presence, it is by no means 
the presence of what was previously simply absent but just the reverse. 
the presence of something which was indeed already present as weD: 
this means, however. that this is no capricious, indefinite presence at 
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all but rather a presence which is peculiar and distinctive. On the other 
hand-being in practice is obviously a way of being present that does 
not need practicing, that is, does not necessarily have to present itself 
practicing. Conversely, non-practicing as non-enactment is not what 
is completely gone, simple absence: if this were so, then non-practicing 
would be identical to being out of practice, something which is not at 
all the case. On the contrary, no longer enacting, the cessation of 
enactment, can even signify having genuinely come into practice only 
now. assuming that training and being trained occurs and is cultivated 
only through practicing. 

Thus the Megarians comprehend the essence of presence too nar­
rcnrly; they let it be verified and presented only by that which is present 
in the manner of an lfYYOV. They comprehend enactment merely as 
the emergence of something which, with and alongside the work, is 
present just as the work is present. Because of this narrow compre­
hension of presence, the essence of enactment escapes them, which, 
as a being-at-work, has the character of practicing. Similarly, however, 
this same narrow comprehension of presence closes off for them the 
insight that non-enactment as not practicing in itself is a way of being 
in practice, and therefore the presence of something; in order to be 
able to be one who is not practicing, I must already be proficient. 

Non-enactment, ceasing to enact, is something different from the 
giving up and losing of a capability. Something such as this can 
happen through forgetting, A.~a-r, (cf. 1047al); the previously pos­
sessed sinks thereby into oblivion. We say: I no longer know how one 
does that. This no longer knowing is a no longer having expert knowl­
edge of something; the expertise is buried. Cessation of enactment as 
non-enactment, however. is so little a forgetting that precisely in 
breaking off the "practicing" we draw the capability back into our­
selves in a peculiar way: that is, we draw back into ourselves the ability 
to practice. the being proficient, and hold onto it especially for other 
'ituations and opportunities. Ceasing is no throwing away but rather 
·l taking into oneself. 

Cea.1·inK. qua no longer enacting a capability. suggests a completely 
different way of being from what we have in mind when we observe 
the rain stop; here first of all. if we observe only what is present. the 
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rain is no longer present-and that is the end of the matter. The 
ceasing of a capability is, on the contrary, to be taken totally differ. 
ently, and at the same time is still inherently ambiguous. Here we 
develop this only briefly. Ceasing enactment can signify: (I) interrup. 
tion-this involves more than ever a holding practice ready for later; 
(2) being finished-here the holding ready and conserving for some. 
thing else is again what is aimed at; (3) but to abandon something, to 
henceforth no longer practice it-this implies: to fully withhold ODe­

self, to withhold and withdraw the capability; this characterizes the 
way of being of one who leaves ofT doing something of which one ia 
capable. 

Non-enactment as a suspension of practice is just as little the lOBS 
of a capability. Such a loss can come about if, for example, the potter 
through some misfortune, na~ loses both hands. Then we say: For 
him pottery is finished. But this being finished is a totally different 
occurrence from, say, when the potter takes his leave from the wheel 
and the workplace. Indeed, even with such a loss of hands, the capa;. 
bility has not utterly disappeared, in the sense that the MegariaDJ 
wanted to be able to assert, namely that it is simply gone. It is merely 
in a certain way no longer present. 

Non-enactment. ceasing, therefore is ultimately also not an unleam­
ing, because, at the very least, such unlearning requires time; "with 
time," xp6vq>, we get out of practice. But ceasing to practice in the 
sense of breaking ofT never happens through time, but rather alway& 
at a definite moment, to which it could never be attributed that 
through this we are already out of practice. 

The being present of a capability is to be understood as being in 
practice: as such, it expresses precisely the ownmost actuality of ca· 
pability as capability. This being is certainly the non-enactment of a 
capability, and yet non-enactment is not the loss of capability. For 
this a totally different character of being and occurrence is required 
<A."f19r}, na9oc;. xp6voc;). However. to the extent that the presence of 
a capability as such hardly depends upon enactment or non-enact· 
ment. just as little does it depend upon the being present or not-beinS 
present of the work to be produced in the enactment. or even of the 
work already produced in the enactment or. more exactly. of that witb 
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which the ouvaJ.w; occupies itself and to which it inherently refers­
the npftyJ.La (1047a2). The actuality of the OUVaJ.Lt; as such remains 
completely independent of the actuality of that of which it is capa­
ble--whether it has actually been produced, or is only half finished, 
or even not yet begun. We intentionally say: independent of the ac­
tuality of that of which the capability is capable. This is so because it 
belongs to a capability as actually present that it be capable of some­
thing. as the realm and reach of this capability-although admittedly 
in such a way that it now remains undecided what actualizes itself in 
this. and how and to what extent it actualizes itself. 

Even if that with which the capability occupies itself (xpftYJ.La) is 
not yet produced, the capability as such is already actual. And like­
wise. the capability remains actually present and does not disappear, 
even if the matter with which it occupies itself happens to disappear, 
assuming, that is, that this matter is already present or even finished 
(which is what the Ei yap E<mv signifies). Thus the thought at 1047a2 
is completely clear; the ad makes no sense at all, and even less do the 
forced explanations that interpreters have grafted onto it. 

If we do pay attention not only to whether and to what extent 
Aristotle, in the passage that has now been laid out, refutes the Meg­
arians. but first of all put into relief what Aristotle thereby brings up 
in a positive way, then several things come to light: (I) Aristotle wants 
to bring into view for the very first time the proper manner of being 
actual of a OUVaJ,.Lt;; this occurs through the emphasis upon OUVaJ.LlV 
EXEtv. having a capability. (2) It must be shown that this having has 
gone through a training (cf. fx£1.., 1047a3); "having" is a presiding over 
the capability and, in this sense. a being trained. (3) It must be seen, 
however, that this training is to be differentiated from the practic­
ing - from the enactment-which first becomes possible because of 
the training. (4) The peculiarity of enactment as practicing first be­
comes comprehensible on the basis of the phenomenon of practice, 
of being in practice, and thus on the basis of the correct insight into 
the kind of actuality of capability as capability. 

Aristotle does not deny EVEpyEiv, being at work, as one way in 
''hich OUVaJ.Lt; is actual. But he does deny that this is the single. basic 
Way in which the actuality of a force is. On the contrary. £v£pyEta-
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tvtpyeta Kata !dv11<nv-is first comprehensible in contradistinction 
to being practiced. From the very outset and for the purpose of the 
whole chapter, it is to be maintained that Aristotle, in resisting the 
equation of the actualization of a force in enactment with the actuality 
of a force, does not dismiss tvepyeiv but rather wants simply to restrict 
it to its own domain, to delimit it, and thereby to define it. 

This means, however, that precisely tvtpyeta Kata KiVTI<nV is also 
a central problem, if not even the central problem in chapter thne. 
And yet according to the questions which are posed, the topic is not 
at all tvtpyeta tm iliov. Indeed, the transition to this is to be 
prepared here. And we do not want to forestall this. Instead, we want 
to sharpen our view of the inner train of thought of this great chapter~ 
For this reason, we intentionally lingered a little longer with Aristotle"a 
first argument, but all the better since here the arguments which follow 
move in the same general direction. 

At the risk that you have already grown weary of what is beiDa 
discussed (presumably because you have already long since uncter.:. 
stood it), I shall repeat the presentation of what is decisively at isi1iO 
in order that you may learn to become increasingly more tactful with 
the obvious and to sense its innermost questionability. The actuality 
of a capability does not consist in its actualization. The discussion Ot 
the actualization of a capability is thoroughly ambiguous. "A ca~ 
bility for something actualizes itsetr• can mean: (I) That which .,. 
forehand was not there, came to be; for example, one becomes trained 
in pottery. something which one previously was not. The capabilitY 
is in this sense actual. as well, and even more so if it is not actualized 
in the second sense-which means (2) if the training is employed and 
enacted. (3) A capability is actualized if that of which it is capable 
becomes itself finished and is produced: for example, the mug 81 

something available and present. Between these three fundamental 
meanings of the "actualization of a capability," peculiar relationships 
result. to which I have yet to return . 

• 

The thesis of the Megarians is not at all as arbitrary and strange as 
it at first appears-especially if viewed in light of the ancient under· 
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standing of being: The actuality of a capability lies in its enactment. 
in which it presents and produces itself. To which Aristotle replies: 
The actuality of a capability as capability lies in its fxEtv, in having. 
The intent of the Aristotelian refutation is not just to show that the 
actuality of a capability does not lie in its enactment, but rather he 
basically wants at the same time to demonstrate that the Megarians 
posit actuality in this only because they are not capable of adequately 
comprehending the essence of enactment itself. This involves intro­
ducing into the inquiry a heretofore overlooked phenomenon. Enact­
ment is practicing, non-enactment is non-practicing-but not being 
out of practice, the loss of a capability. To such losing belongs some­
thing totally different from what belongs to the suspension of prac­
ticing (cf. the remarks concerning A.n9Tl. xa~ and :xp6v~). Ceasing 
is thus not a giving up, but rather a taking into oneself, in accordance 
with E:l(E\V as holding oneself back, withholding, and holding onto for 
... The actuality of a Wva,.w; is, however, independent not only of 
the enactment, but rather also of the presence of the xpawa (or of 
the fpyov). "Actualization of a capability" itself has a multiple mean­
ing: (I) the capability is simply there; (2) it is in its enactment; (3) it 
presents itself by means of that which it produces in the enactment. 

Peculiar determining relationships exist between these three kinds 
of actualization. A capability can be actual in the second sense, that 
is, in enactment, without its being actual in the third sense, thus 
without having actualized itself or, as we also say, without its having 
left its mark in a work. The actualization of a capability in the third 
sense. however, presupposes the actuality in the first sense as well as 
necessarily having gone through the second sense. In contrast, the 
actuality of a capability in the first sense, being trained, is not depen­
dent upon the second and third sense. 

But this requires more scrutiny. Someone could be actually skilled 
as a potter without exercising the ttxVIl. and without mugs produced 
hy him being at hand. The being actual of the capability does not 
<.:onsist in the actualization in the second and third sense. But does it 
not nevertheless consist "of' these? How can one be trained without 
having practiced? Training develops through practice. And practicing 
Is actual and itself, when it follows through on what belongs to it to 
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the end. when it has actually brought about a work and this work 
"stands." This is just an indication that, although being trained does 
not consist in practicing, still. the connection between the two has 1 
peculiar character. 

But let us return once again to the Megarian thesis and consider its 
motive and foundation, which in a certain way are legitimate, for 
otherwise it would not be worth mentioning nor would it be in need 
of revision. What is peculiar about the Megarian thesis, and this must 
now be made sufficiently clear, does not just consist in the fact ~t 
the Megarians posit the actuality of a capability exclusively in its 
enactment, but rather in that they comprehend this enactment itself 
one-sidedly and not in its full essence. ·' 

Enactment is indeed presence and non-enactment absence, but tbeile 
statements do not hold simply in a straightforward way. Enac~ 
is rather a practicing and as such, if it is at all, the presence of training. 
But this explanation too remains a poor one, since we can easily .. 
and respond right away that the presence of being trained does nqt 
especially need enactment in order to be. And why not? What i 
lacking? The being trained which is present [anwesend] is first a prao­
ticing only if it has come into such practicing. But being trained, 
however, "comes" to such practicing only if it passes over into it and 
is transferred to it. With this, being trained is not transported to 
something else, which in each case would be at hand, but rather • 
being trained passes over beyond itself into something which ru:st 
forms itself only in and through the passing, what we call carryilll 
out and practicing. This passing over beyond it.se(f of a capability into 
enactment requires its own room for free play. This free play is given, 
however, through the reach of capability that was characterized earlier 
(cf. p. 96fT. and p. 112fT.). For through this reach every capability as 
such masters something, a mastery which pre-forms itself along with 
that which can be mastered. and in such a way that while practicing 
it informs itself in the practice and thereby alters itself. 

This is an entirely essential moment of the actualization of a capa­
bility, set apart from every other kind of actualization. If some pos­
sible thing, for example. a table, becomes actual, this means that this 
thing represented generally is actualized and becomes present preciselY 
as the here and now. But if. in contrast, a capability is actualized, then 
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this capability itself does not become actual like the possible thing, 
but instead what then becomes actualized, as that which the capability 
actualized through actualizing itself, is the other of this capability 

itself. 
Carrying out and practicing can then be only in that the capability 

begins by way of passing over beyond itself. A non-enacted capability 

is therefore actual in such a way that a not-yet-beginning belongs to 
its actuality positively, something which we previously approached as 
holding oneself back. The passing over and beyond is not just forced 

onto a capability as something new, but rather it is something held 
onto in this holding itself back. 

At the very outset, therefore, Aristotle is aiming at this phenomenon 
of passing beyond and going over when in the discussion he points to 
beginning and ceasing and to learning and unlearning. This does not 
here concern the platitude that with any enactment at all it is necessary 
for it to have begun at some time, but rather it is the "how" of the 
beginning which is essential here, and the origin of this "how" pre­
cisely from out of capability. 

We have constantly to recall these phenomena to ourselves anew 
and to let ourselves be exposed to the complete wonder which they 
hold. If we thereby go beyond Aristotle, this is not done in order to 
improve upon what is said, but primarily to begin simply to under­
stand. With this it matters little which manner and form of expression 
Aristotle for his part happens to use in carrying out these necessary 
considerations. An understanding of the following passage depends 
entirely upon the degree of thoughtful perseverance regarding the 
overall connections between the phenomena under discussion . 

. ~· 20. The actuality of the perceptible and the actuality of the 
capability of perception 

a l The problem of the perceptible and the principle of Protagoras 

I047a4-7: Kal ta ci'JIUXa Sfl 61J.oi~· ow yap 11n.rxpov out£ 8Ep1J.ov 
outr yA.uril out£ 6Aroi; aia9T!tov o\l&v fotaliJ.l'l aia9avoj.l.tvrov· romr 
tov n protay6pou ").f)yov O"UIJ.~l10Etal "AiyEl v autoic;. 
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"And with soulless beings it is therefore likewise arranged; sorne. 
thing will be neither cold nor warm, nor sweet. nor perceptible at all 
if perceiving is not in practice; thus it necessarily turns out that the; 
(the Megarians) concur with the doctrine of Protagoras." 

This sentence supposedly presents another argument against the 
Megarian thesis. It is concisely formulated, almost like an aside, more 
a reference to what is well known and repeatedly discussed than an 
explanation. This does not allow us to conclude that an argument of 
lesser importance is being brought forth here, but quite the contrary: 
here we have a signaling toward a nexus of questions. which is not 
only highly significant in the later portions of this whole treatise, but 
which in general assumes a prominent role in the debate over the 
fundamental questions of ancient philosophy. 

The form of argumentation is the same, namely, once again a 
reference to 0\l~jXx{vEtv-the certification of an inherently impossible 
consequence which results from assuming the Megarian thesis. We 
encounter the unacceptable result this time as the teaching of ~ 
tagoras. The mention of this philosopher or Sophist and his teacb.iq 
provides an important clue to the general area of questioning in which 
we have to pose the presented argument. Stated more precisely, we 
gain a handle on how we have to understand what Aristotle here caDs 
tel ci'lfUxa. 

To be sure, this appears at first to be quite clear. In the previous 
argument, the topic of discussion concerned the t£xvat; these are, as 
we know above all from chapter two, the OUVcl~tc; ~E'tel /..6yOU (or 
else the t~'ljf\)Xa). Now comes ·•a" deliberation, and just as the 6j.I.O~ 
suggests, the same deliberation but in relation to cl'lfUXa. We saw 
indeed that Aristotle divides the possible ouv~tc; into two regions. 
the f~'lfUXOV and cl'lfUXOV. It must now be asked: How do things stand 
with the actuality of forces in the region of soulless beings? Does the 
actuality of these beings consist in acting, as the Megarians insist, or 
are they properly actual precisely in their power to do something when 
not acting-but poised on the edge, perhaps like an accumulated force 
(so-called potential energy)? In line with this question, one must un­
derstand the Kal 'tel cl'lfUXa ofl6~o{roc;. What comes next in unfolding 
the corresponding question in relation to soulless beings is then evi-
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dent: it is to be shown how, say, a merely material thing can affect 
another thing of the same kind-how, perhaps, to pick up an earlier 
example. a warmer body warms another. The topic is in fact '!">XP6V 
and 9EpJ.16V. So the question to be discussed would be whether the 
being warm of the warming body consists only in its actually giving 
off warmth to another body, or whether the warm body also exists 
precisely as a body capable of warming when it is not warming another 
body. 

But this is not at all what is under discussion in the text. What is 
in fact being dealt with here is the guiding question in general, namely 
the question concerning the actual being of what is capable as such, 
the Eivat of Wvaoem, or the question of how the dvm in oovatov 
Eivm is to be understood. Only now it is undecided which Wva~ouc; is 
asked about in this way. The previous argument dealt with such a 
~uvaJ.ltc; J.1£tcl A.cYyou. And so is the concern now, where ci'!">Xa are 
indicated, OUVaJ.ltc; civro 'A/Jyou? But we see that the discussion is not 
about this; hence it is neither about t£X.VTt nor about OUVaJ.ltc; CUoyoc;. 
Are there, then, still other &uvclJ.l£tc;? Let us look at the text. 

Aristotle says that on the assumption of the Megarian thesis, the 
perceptible is actual only during the enactment of perceiving. Thus 
this deals with the enactment and actuality of ai<J9Tlmc;. And 
aicrSrJmc; is in fact a OUVaJ.ltc; and is indeed expressly formulated as 
such. It is a OUVaJ.ltc; which belongs to \jf\)X,ft, namely to '!">Xft tcilv 
~<!><ov (cf. De an., r 9, beginning); voUc; and Buivota are correspond­
ingly 9Eooplln1C1) WvaJ.ltc; (B 2, 413b25), as the capability for simple 
observing. Thus we have a OUVaJ.ltc;, and one even explicitly given as 
an EJ.l\jf\)X,OV; but at the same time it is no teX,VTt. no capability for 
producing an independently present work. Then what is it? Aimhlmc; 
is a capability for aATI9EUE\V, for making manifest and holding open, 
a capability for knowledge in the broadest sense. And yet-ifthis deals 
With an indubitable capability of the soul, what does it then mean that 
the whole argument is introduced with Kal ta ci\jf\)X,a 6J.1oiooc;. where 
ll is unambiguously stated that soulless beings are now being dealt 
With? 

What is being dealt with is in fact both ci\jf\)X,OV and EJ.l\jf\)X,OV, yet 
not as two adjacent realms which have their corresponding Buv<lJ.1Etc; 
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within them: rather, what is being dealt with here is that very OUVa,.L~ 
which, according to its essence, is nothing other than the connection 
and relationship of one definitively constituted tf.l.'l'\lXOV with a deter. 
minate cl\ji\)XOV that is apprehended in a specific way. Let us note weD: 
I am not simply saying that what is being dealt with here is a Wvap.~ 
that in itself makes up the relationship of the tf.l.'l'\lXOV to the cl\ji\)XOV, 
since a plant is also an tf.l.'l'\lXOV but does not have the l)uvaf.J.tc; being 
dealt with here, namely aia9Ttmc;. Admittedly Aristotle says of this 
in one and the same passage (8 12, 424a27f.: cf. above, p. 108) that 
this is Myoc; nc; teal WvaJ.uc;-as l)uvaf.J.tc; something like a relation­
ship to ... another. But again neither is it a relationship to just any 
cl'l'\lXOV in just any way but to the ci\ji\)XOV with the character in~ 
duced in the text (Met. 9 3, 1047a5): 9Epf.1.6V, 'I'UXP6V ... -warm, 
cold. sweet, colorful, sonorous, fragrant; such a'l'\lxa therefore are 
accordingly taken in a determinate way, as aia9T)T(i. as the percepti­
ble. 

This kind of l)uvaf.J.tc;, namely aia9T!mc;. is indeed, as is the case 
with every OUVaf.J.tc;, in relation to something as a power to do some­
thing. However, this relation here in the case of aia9Ttmc; is one which 
is entirely distinctive and unique. This implies now that what is refer· 
able to such &uvciJ,J.£tc; also has its own unique character. Thus, for 
example, it may not be equated with that to which a 'tExVll relates. 
the tpyov. More precisely: the tpyov of aia9T!mc; as a l)uvaf.J.tc; is not 
a thing which has been produced and is not at hand as something 
produced and finished. We do not produce things through perceiving; 
we do not, for example. produce something like a colored thing-this 
we accomplish by painting; nor do we produce this or that tonality­
this we accomplish through the tightening and strumming of strings. 
The tpyov of aia9T)mc;. just like that of v611mc;. is W..~OEta-the 
openness of beings. and in a special manner the perceptibility of 
things-namely those that show themselves to us in their coloredness. 
in their tonality. 

We are discussing aia9T!mc; as l)uvaf.J.tc;. Aia9T!mc; is a relationship 
of that which opens to that which can take part in such openness, that 
is, to beings in their particular manner of being. or to their being in 
general. Aia9T)mc; as a relationship so characterized also defines the 
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living beings that we call human. Perception is also a capability of the 
human. It would be erroneous to hold that the human then possesses 
in addition to this the property of thinking and of reason, such that 
we have only to take this away in order to have what the animal has. 
The perceiving of the animal is rather from the ground up other than 
that of the human. Humans comport themselves perceptually toward 
heings. something of which the animal is never capable, even when 
the animal can perceive incomparably more keenly than humans, as 
is the case, for example, with the eagle in regard to sight. In this 
perceptual relation, the relationship of the human to beings and of 
beings to the human is in a certain way co-determined. 

With the new argument, which at 1047a4 is so oddly and apparently 
so misleadingly introduced with KOO tel. ci\ji\)Xa, we are in fact thereby 
ushered into that very nexus which represents the central point of the 
teaching ofProtagoras. Aristotle quite often fmds the occasion to speak 
of this teaching, most thoroughly and pointedly in the refutation that is 
found in Met. r 5. But Plato, too, more than once clarified and secured 
his own views in and through a confrontation with Protagoras. Thus the 
first main section of the dialogue Theatetus, which has as its theme 
tm<mlJlll t( t<mv-What is knowledge?-is entirely dedicated to the 
confrontation with Protagoras. This shaD serve as an essential source for 
us. Here as weU we find the general principle of Protagoras introduced 
( Theatetus 152a): ~m yap 7tOU "mivtrov XPTIJ.uiwv J,lttpov" civOpro1t0v 
£ivat, "trov J,ttv 6vtrov Ox; f<m, wv rt J.1iJ6vtrov Ox; o"Ux f<mv." "The 
human being is the measure of all things, of beings, that they are, of 
non-beings, that they are not." And this principle is based on the essence 
of ataOr)m~. 152a6fT.: o{a J,ttv fKaatatJ.Lol ~{vuat touri>ta J,ltv f<mv 
EJ.loi. oia rt cro{, tourirra rt au cro(. "However each thing shows itself 
to me. so it is for me, but howsoever to you, so it is in turn for you." And 
further on (b 11 ): to~ yr. "cpmvEtat" aicrO<lvE<JEkx{ t<mv. "The 'it shows 
itself means nothing other than: it is perceived, manifest in perception." 
IThat is, in connection with the general Protagorean conception of 
buan'iJ.lTJ.) So much for a most general orientation concerning the 
teaching of Protagoras. 

. At the same time, however, it must be emphatically stressed that it 
Is not easy, particularly in the Platonic discussions, to distinguish the 
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most genuine opinion of Protagoras from what Plato interpolates by 
means of inferences and complications. It is thus not immediately clear 
what Protagoras meant with his cii.:!l9eta; as a precaution one must 
be on guard against interpreting this Protagorean teaching in a crude • 
so-called sensualistic sense and labeling it an epistemological school 
of thought, about which it could be convincingly demonstrated with 
a tum of the hand to any halfwit that such a doctrine leads to so-called 
skepticism. For if the true is at any time precisely that which appears 
to someone in the manner that it appears, and is true only for this 
reason, then of course a generally valid and objective truth would not 
be possible. We do not here want to discuss any further such su­
premely reasonable argumentation; only one thing must still be 
pointed out: Such argumentation is built upon the assumption that 
truth would not be truth unless it holds for everyone. But this assump­
tion is without grounds, or else it is not at all made clear what it would 
mean to ground this assumption. One forgets to ask whether the 
genuine essence of truth does not consist in the fact that it is not valid 
for everyone-and that the truths of everyone are the most trifling of 
what can be gleaned from the domain of truth. But if one ponden 
and questions in this way, then it becomes possible for Protagoras's 
oft-maligned statement, which can be misappropriated by anyone new 
to philosophy, to hold a great truth, and indeed ultimately one of the 
most fundamental truths. Admittedly not just anyone can see this 
unconditionally, but rather only the individual as an individual is 
capable of gaining this insight each for him- or herself, assuming that 
this individual philosophizes. 

It is no accident that already in antiquity the principle ofProtagoras 
was indeed given a very specific interpretation by Plato and Aristotle 
which allowed skeptical conclusions to be drawn from it. Here it may 
be relevant that the one predominant aspect handed down to US 

formulates the essence of knowledge in terms of perception. But tbe 
Aristotelian confrontation in Met. r 5 already clearly betrays that 
something more essential lies behind this teaching which. owing to 
the overwhelming significance of Plato and Aristotle, is all too easilY 
neglected in the popular assessment. 

To be sure, only this one question can occupy us now: What does 
the question concerning the kind of actuality of &lJV<XJ.I.t~ qua OUV(Xfl~ 
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have to do with the principle of Protagoras? More exactly: To what 
extent does the Megarian thesis in regard to the Wvaj.w; that has the 
.... haracter of aia9Ttmc;, a thesis which searches for the being at hand 
of a ouvaJ..llc; in EVEpydv. lead to the teaching of Protagoras, conceived 
as the denial of the possible knowledge of beings themselves? 

• 

According to the teaching of Protagoras, it always is only what is 
just perceived which is, and in each case it is only such as it is perceived. 
Thus we never know beings as they are in themselves, as unperceived, 
as not formed in a perception. Different humans can never reach an 
agreement over one and the same being, since each views it in his or 
her own fashion. What is warm to one is cold to another. Indeed, the 
very same human first finds something sour, then tart, then sweet, 
according to his or her own bodily condition. If such conclusions have 
already been drawn from the teaching of Protagoras, then let us push 
this still further. Not only can different humans not reach agreement 
over the same issue, strictly speaking, they cannot even once be in 
disagreement over this same issue. Thus neither is there a possibility 
for conflict, since this evidently presupposes something selfsame and 
perceived, which is considered by many as simply one and the same, 
the same something which one perhaps speaks for, but another 
against. And again, the broader underlying presupposition that is 
operative here is that there be a perceptible being at all. 

What does this call for? Nothing less than such a being which itself 
and from out of itself, prior to all being perceived. is empowered 
(ouvat6v) to be perceived. This perceptible being-that is, a being 
with the ability to be perceived-must "be" as this being with this 
ability, that is, it must "be" actual, if a perceiving and becoming 
manifest is to occur at all. (See Kant's solution for the possibility of 
this ··being"-the event of objectivity.) 

If the Megarian thesis holds, then the actuality of such a being. the 
Perceptible as such, is undermined. How so? If the actuality of that 
\\·hich is empowered and capable of something lies in its enactment, 
then the perceptible as such "is" actual if and only if and precisely 
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only so long as it is perceived or. as we say, only if it is "actually" 
being perceived. Thus, Aristotle concludes further. without the enact. 
ment of perception, such things as a colored thing and color, or a 
sonorous thing and tone would not be present. The variegated mui. 
tiplicity of this immediate. sensually given world must start anew with 
each and every enactment of perception and then once again desist, 
so that what emerges and passes away there is itself nothing inherently 
present. Moreover. not only must the Megarians as a consequence of 
their thesis arrive at this conception of what is immediately and actu­
ally given, they must in general deny the possibility of a being that is 
in and of itself present, since this can be granted only with the ac­
knowledgment that the being present of something that is perceptible 
does not remain singularly dependent upon the enactment of percep­
tion. In this way it turns out that the Megarian thesis in its implications 
goes much further still and grasps the essential conditions for the 
possibility of what is perceptible. It does not just appeal to the factic­
ally existent difference of each differently perceiving human. All the 
more so, then, and all the more certainly do the Megarians have to 
arrive at the teaching of Protagoras. 

Aristotle thus pushes the Megarians and the implications of their 
thesis to a point which, as the invocation of Protagoras suggests, is 
just as much the dissolution of the possibility for truth as it is the 
dissolution of the self-reliant actuality of what is present; the latter is 
taken thereby to suggest that the currently discussed argument con­
cerns the cl'lfUXa. The actuality of what is present as the actuality of 
something self-reliant then still remains intelligible only if it can be 
shown that the actuality ofll'hat is perceptible as such does not lie in 
enactment of perception. 

With this a task is posed which Aristotle does not positively resolve 
but rather exhibits in its inexorability. The entire subsequent history 
of philosophy. however. testifies to how little the solving of this task 
has met with success. The reason for this failure has little to do with 
not finding a way to an answer. but much more with the fact that 
continually and up until the present day the question as such has beeD 
taken too lightly. Here we will have to dispense both with unfolding 
this question in its many-sidedness and with showing thereby hoW 
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something essential is lacking in Aristotle and in antiquity in general. 
But we shall forgo this in order to bring the question as a question 

into its own. And yet, on the other hand, in connection with our 
guiding theme it was precisely through Aristotle that a decisive step 
was taken toward the proper formulation of this question. 

That which has obstructed the proper formulation of the question 
has confronted us throughout this entire consideration, without our 
actually grasping it clearly enough. It is nothing other than the double 

character of our theme, which has made itself apparent in the presently 
discussed argument. The discussion is to be about the cX'IfUXa. then it 
is not. but instead about ai<JOrtmc; as &UvaJ.ll<;. But then again, neither 
is this what is under discussion. if this is simply an ff.l.'lfUXOV in the 
sense of something present in the soul. The topic is rather the cl'lf\>Xa 
qua ai<JOrttci-and it is aiaOrtcru; qua aiaecivea6at ta ci'lf\)Xa. What 
is in question is not how soulless material things at hand exist among 
themselves in relation to each other, but rather how they can be 

manifest in themselves as beings in themselves without being infringed 
upon by the fact that the occurrence of this being manifest is bound 
in itself to the actuality of the besouled, that is, to the actuality of 
human beings. 

Aristotle was not capable of comprehending, no less than anyone 
before or after him, the proper essence and being of that which makes 

up this between-between ai<JOrtt6v as such and ai<JOrtmc; as such­
and which in itself brings about the very wonder that, although it is 
related to self-reliant beings, it does not through this relation take 

their self-reliance away, but rather precisely makes it possible for such 
being to secure this self-reliance in the truth. 

But this requires that it simply be possible for us to understand 
something as actually present, even and especially when this present 
being is present as something able to be this or that, in this case as 
whut is able to be perceived. (This is the possible belonging to the 

World of beings, in which they first "become" beings and thus make 
1 hem selves apparent as something which before this appearance also 
Was not nothing.) The independence of things at hand from humans 

Is not altered through the fact that this very independence as such is 
Possible only if humans exist. The being in themselves of things not 
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only becomes unexplainable without the existence of humans, it be. 
comes utterly meaningless; but this does not mean that the things 
themselves are dependent upon humans. 

In order, however, actually to bring out these fundamental relation­
ships and truths with complete clarity, and this means to delineate 
them thoroughly, and above all to circumscribe their boundaries and 
type of certainty, it would require again the entire effort of a philos­
ophy. Only in this way can we ever fathom the whole site on which 
we as humans stand. And only when we have traversed this site in its 
entire situatedness are we capable of deciding with clarity what 
citonoc; is-to be without site and not able to be accommodated within 
that which can have a site at all. 

Understood in this way, the statement by Protagoras takes on an 
entirely new meaning, namely, one which raises it to the most lofty 
principle of all philosophizing. "The human is the measure of all 
things, of beings that they are, of non-beings that they are not." A 
fundamental principle-not a cheap and easily accessible assertion, 
but an initiation and a staking out of the question in which the human 
goes to the very basis of its own essence. This questioning is, however, 
the basic activity of philosophizing. 

The now-clarified argument of Aristotle which related to the OOjroxa 
points to a fundamental question of philosophy. From this we must 
infer in which essential nexus this thematic question in general moves. 

b) The practicing and not-practicing of perception 

How much we must comprehend the cl'ljiUX« as aia91'Jtci, in their 
being perceived, but to be sure not in such a way that aia91'Jmc; then 
comes into question in an isolated and detached manner, is demon­
strated in the following argument (Met. E> 3): 

1047a7-10: (J)J..h J.ll)V oua· aia9T!mv ~El OUlitv ECtv J.ll) aia9ciVT)tal 
J.llla· tvqryfi. Ei ouv ~A.Ov to J.lil fxov 6\jflv, nt:~uJCo<; lit JCat6tE nt~uu 
[Kal] ftt ci><; [I am reading ci><; instead of6v, H.], oi auto\ ~A.ol faovtat 
7tOUtilCl<; tft<; J'tJ,Jipa<; Kat JC<*>L 

"Indeed (a living being) could not even 'have' perception if it were 



§ 20. Actuality of the perceptible 175 

not (as long as it was not) engaged in perceiving, if it were not at work. 
Now if what is blind is that which does not have sight (the capability 
for seeing) when this is appropriate to its nature, at that time and 
further in that manner that it is so appropriate, then would the same 
humans repeatedly need to go blind during the day (and likewise deaf 
(probably an addition, (H.)])." 

This argument is introduced by means of an intensified comparison: 
(J}.)JJ.J.n'lv oUOt. Here we find the relation to what came earlier. There 
it says that if the actuality of that which is capable as such lies in its 
enactment, and thus if the perceptibility of what is perceptible lies in 
its being perceived, then there would be no perceptible being, nothing 
of the sort that we could also simply represent as self-reliant in itself. 
There would be, nonetheless, according to the intermediate thought­
perceiving. But even this, continues Aristotle, could not be actual 
unless it were constantly engaged in its enactment. 

Now we see that in fact aia9T!cn.c; is especially being asked about, 
that is, perceiving and its actuality as WvaJ.uc;, but nevertheless with­
out its very essential relation to the aiCJ9Tlt6v being kept in view. But 
this of course expresses the proper character of this WvaJ.nc; insofar 
as it is not a ttxVTI. not an tpyov produced as a being at hand for 
itself; and yet here too the topic concerns tvep"(EiV, being at work in 
the sense of the enactment of that for which a WvaJ.nc; is capable. 
Here being at work is c:U119£'1l£tv: taking from concealment as taking­
for-true, perceiving [wahr-nehmen]. 'Evepy£iv and tvtpye1a no longer 
have here the originally very narrow reference to tpyov, but never­
theless they still have the meaning of enactment. 

With respect to this WvaJ.uc;, aia9T!cn.c;. the tpyov of which is 
aA.J19eta, openness, we now proceed along the corresponding path to 
a conclusion which demonstrates its own impossibility, in that it comes 
up against strong and incontrovertible facts of our Dasein. In the case 
or tEXVTI the builder had to cease being a builder when he stopped 
huilding. Correspondingly, a perceiving with the eyes, for example. 
would now have to be no longer, just as soon as it is not expressly 
enacted, as soon as, say, the eyes are closed (then we are no longer 
Perceiving). Since according to the Megarians there is no proper ac­
tuality of capability as such, non-perceiving can signify only no longer 
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being able to see, in the sense that the capability is utterly gone and 
is not. 

Considered in just this way, Aristotle may not even argue with 
recourse to those who have gone blind, as he does, since the theory 
of the Megarians does not even admit that someone might be blind. 
For to be actually blind means in fact actually being one who is unable 
to see-thus a determinate, privative mode of being able. Being one 
who is "actually unable," actually being such a being, is fundamentally 
distinct from being not at all able, as is the case, say, with a piece of 
wood. A piece of wood would need precisely to be able to have the 
WvaJ.w; for sight, would need to be characterized by an aptitude and 
a power to do something, in order just to be able to remain blind. 
And Aristotle does sufficiently indicate that a difference clearly exists 
between the suspension of perceiving and going blind. 

Between actually seeing and being blind lies not-seeing in the sense 
of the non-enactment of visual perception, a non-enactment which 
inherently and actually is "able to enact at any time." Because the 
Megarians cannot reconcile themselves to this fact, they are compelled 
to portray the transition from actual non-perceiving to perceiving as 
a transitionless exchange between being blind and being able to see. 
Strictly speaking, as I said, the jump necessarily given here at aU times 
implies still another: that of the constant interchange from the stone 
or wood or something similar to the animal or human, or the reverse, 
the return from the latter to the former. 

And yet what Aristotle does not discuss is the co11nection between 
this third argument and the earlier specified second argument. Indeed. 
this also goes beyond the immediate purpose of these arguments. On 
the other hand, it is precisely from out of this connection that the 
possibility for a positive clarification of the question that we touched 
upon becomes visible. What I mean by this is that conceiving of 
6EpJ.16V and so on as aiaOTita is grounded in the very fact that per­
ceiving also can still be there in the manner of a not-yet- or no-longer· 
enacting ability. The non-enactment of something such as perceiving 
does not imply its utter lack. The ability to enact as something that 
is there, however, is the very disposition within which what could be 
perceived or what has been perceived is represented, but precisely by 
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a kind of knowing in which what is in this way perceptible is not 
entirely relegated to a constantly being perceived. Drawing oneself 
bal·k out of the practice of perceiving is not the mere breaking ofT and 
disappearance of this practice, but rather has the character of a giving 
over of the perceived to itself as something which is then perceivable. 
Thus it can and must be asserted that the self-sufficient actuality of 
n·hat is perceptible is not at all experienced fundamentally in the occa­
sional actual enactment of perception but instead first in its unique 
no-longer-enactment and not-yet-enactment. (This points to an inner 
connection between truth and time.) Only in terms of the phenomenon 
which was indirectly necessitated by the last argument concerning 
ouvaJ.nc;, namely, the ability to perceive as something unactualized 
but nevertheless actual, does it first become possible for the aia0r)t6v 
to be released as something which from out of itself can offer itself to 
being perceived; within this suitability for being affected through 
openness there lies the indication of its genuine independence. 

Thus far Aristotle's argumentation against the Megarians concerns 
three points: (I) the OOVUJ.I.l<; J..L£Tcl Myou (TfXVIl); (2) the auvat6v of 
a WvaJ..Ll<; in the sense of aiaOr)mc; (the aia0r)t6v); (3) aiaOr)mc; 
itself. For each a twofold indication was made: (a) the thesis of the 
Megarians leads to impossible conclusions with regard to the phe­
nomenon which each time was discussed; (b) the phenomena them­
selves are not comprehended in their genuine essence; they are not 
granted their full content. Therefore, the Megarian thesis is not only 
untenable but, in terms of the whole matter, insufficient as well. 

§ 21. The conclusion of the confrontation: the Megarians miss the 
movement of transition which belongs to a capability 

As the fn at 1047al0 now betrays, the Aristotelian argumentation 
has not yet come to a close. It still remains to be asked: Does this Etl. 

:·further," provide a juncture for only a continuation of the argument 
In the same direction, and so in relation to the phenomena already 
dealt with and oriented toward the general thesis of the Megarians 
Which we cited? Or is the argumentation in terms of its content a 
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different one, precisely because now a new argument of the Megarians 
is introduced? The latter is the case. 

I 04 7a 10-13: tn rl aoovatov to EattpTIJ.lfvov M>vciJ.aaoc;, to J.lft 
-yEV6fl£VOV QOUVatOV fatal -yEVfO&ll, tO l)'ao\lvatOV -yEVf09a\ 6 'Atymv 
fl dvm fl fm:aem ~a\· to yap aouvatov tomo E~J.lalV£V. 

"Further, if an incapable being is one from which capability bas 
withdrawn, then that which has not reached enactment (J.a:fl 
yEV6J,I.£VOV) must be incapable of coming to enactment; and yet who­
ever claims that something incapable of coming to enactment is or 
will be, that one lies to himself, since to be incapable means just that" 

Once again, according to the manner of proceeding, the argumeDt 
works up to an impossible conclusion; this time it is to lie to oneself: 
to give and assert as true that which at the same time is known to be 
untrue. According to the content, however, there is a difference over 
and against the preceding arguments. The difference is twofold: (1) 
Now it is not Wv(lj.l.tc;, &uvat6v, and Wvaa6at which have entered 
the discussion, but rather a&Uvatov dva~ (2) this, however, in such 
a manner that simultaneously another argument of the Megarians is 
introduced. The position of £i a&Uvatov ... tmm is to be understood 
in this way. Not only does this result from the whole fonn of the 
sentence, but it can be directly demonstrated that Aristotle here briDal 
an explicit and completely central argument of the Megarians into the 
discussion. 

• 

In this passage at 1047al0ff., we find the content of a Megarian 
principle, which by virtue of its meaning had repercussions during the 
later period of the school. It provided the context for one of the 
famous proofs in the Hellenistic era by the Megarian Diodoros. On 
account of the irrefutability of this proof it "remained master" and 
therefore carried the name ~rup1.£00v} The content of this ~ 

I. See 'Appuxvou tci>v 'Em~'tou lilatpl!Xi>v ~·~A.(a 'tfoaapa, Book II, 
Chap. 19. beginning. (Epicteti Dissertationes ah Arriano digestai . .. , iterUIIl 
rec. H. Schenk!; Leipzig, 1916). 
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""'UpteU<ov is briefly the following: "If something would be possible 
which neither is nor will be, then something impossible would proceed 
from something possible; but something impossible cannot proceed 
from something possible. Thus nothing is possible which neither is 
nor will be. "2 The opening clause in this proof (if something would 
be possible which neither is nor will be, then something impossible 
would proceed from something possible) found support in the thesis: 
nav 1tapt:i..11A.u80c; a.A.11etc; avayteaiov rlvat (loc. cit. in Epictetus). 
If with two contrary cases the one occurs, if the one thing which is 
possible (Ouvat6v) becomes actual, then the other possible thing be­
comes impossible (aouvatov), since "everything that has happened 
once is necessary," that is, has necessarily come to pass. That which 
has not come to enactment is now impossible and cannot therefore 
have been possible earlier, for if it were otherwise, an impossible 
something would then have arisen from something possible, according 
to Diodoros. 

As the translation of M>vat6v and aouvatov as "possible" and 
"impossible" already indicates, we find here--and this can be demon­
strated by the content of the whole argumentation-that the meaning 
of capability, having-power-to, and the corresponding privative mean­
ing is confused with the meaning of possible and impossible. Some­
thing like this apparently must also have been set forth in the 
Megarian debate of the earlier period. Of course, we have to note that 
at that time both meanings could not yet have been mixed together, 
because they had not yet even been separated. The clear division 
between the two and the simultaneous "derivation" of one from the 
other was accomplished for the very first time in this Aristotelian 
treatise. 

We wove the reference to Diodoros and his argument into our 
discussion in order to demonstrate that here it is still readily apparent 
what is being clearly expressed in this Aristotelian text (1047a II) as 
the decisive feature of the Megarian argumentation: the J.ll'l Y£V6J.1EVOV 

that which has not come to enactment. Everything which has not 

2. See E. Zeller. Ober den IC'Upl£\)(l)v des Megarikers Dioclorru. Proceedings 
of the Royal Prussian Academy ofScience in Berlin (Berlin, 1882), pp. 151-59, 
fl. I 53. 
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come to enactment is the non-actual. But since, according to the 
general thesis. something capable is only as something actualized, that 
which has not come to enactment is at the same time something 
incapable. The Megarians do not allow the non-enacted to remain as 
something capable. as a being with capability. but instead. according 
to their thesis, they must address the non-enacted as a being without 
capability. But here Aristotle responds that this does not amount to 
asserting that something which has not become and has not come to 
enactment is incapable or would be incapable, since to be incapable 
in itself means just this: not being at all. Thus in order for the Meg­
arians to demonstrate on their own terms that something which bas 
not come into being would be an incapable being-and this means 
for them what is not at all actual-they require not only the principle 
that all things past are necessary, but rather also that the incapable is 
simply and all the more so the non-actual. This is so because the 
capable is what it is and can be what it is only as the actual. 

Thus we too can easily see here where the relevant inadequacy of the 
Megarian conception of the being present of a capability lies-in that 
they see in the phenomenon of incapability only the mere negation of 
being present, the negation of enactment as presence. They have no vision 
for the fact that the incapable is actual precisely because it does not find 
the transition to enactment. To not find the transition to ... : this is not 
nothing, but instead can have the pressing force and actuality of the 
greatest plight and so be what is properly urgent. 

From this the twofold mistake in the phenomenon becomes still 
clearer: (I) The Megarians comprehend the "non" as pure negation­
rather than as a distinctive privation. (2) That which is negated, en­
actment itself, they comprehend only as the presence of something 
-rather than as transition, that is, as tdVTtmc;. 

Now Aristotle brings all of the discussed arguments against the 
Megarians together. 

1047al4: cixJt£ outot oi A.6yot t~atpoixn Kal rlVllmv Kal ytvEmv. 

"And so these teachings brush aside movement as well as becoming." 
Aristotle maintains that the Megarians do not acknowledge these 
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phenomena in their full validity, and they do this not just in general 
but precisely there where they want to develop something in regard 
to ouvaJ.uc:; Kata ldVTJcnV and its tvtp-yEta. its being at work, and 
thus in regard to tvtp-yEta Kata ldVTJcnV. Aristotle's insight, then. 
receives its full weight only if one firmly grasps that this chapter 

continually deals precisely with WvaJ.uc:; as apxfl Kl"""OEW<;. as 
ouvaJ.uc:; Kata ldVTJOlV. But to be sure, it does this in such a way that 
its direction of questioning necessarily brings the tvtp-yEta Kata 
KiVTJOlV into view. 

Immediately following this, Aristotle explicitly elucidates through 
an example what it means not to want to see movement as an essential 
structural feature of ouvaJ.uc:;, and even to assert its essential non­
being and thereby its foreignness to being. 

1047al5-17: airl yap t6 tE EOTJlKO<; ~gtat JCal to IC~J.l£VOV 
Ka9£&ital OU yap cXva~m:tal til;v Ka9t~Tit<Xl· CWUV<X'tOV yap fatal 
civacnftvat 6 '(E J.ll'l Wvatat c:Xvacnftvat. 

"That is to say, both the standing will always remain standing and 
the sitting will remain sitting, that is, will not get up if it has sat down. 
since something is incapable of standing up if it does not have such a 
capability." 

Considering all that has been said, this example needs no further 
explanation; between standing and sitting there are modes of transi­
t ion, setting oneself down and standing oneself up. More exactly. these 
do not lie between the two as one stone is at hand between two others, 
but rather. sitting is having set oneself down, and standing, having 
stood oneself up. The transition belongs to the phenomena as that 
through which they must have gone or else will go, each in its differing 
way. Being capable of something is in its ownmost actuality co-deter­
mined through this phenomenon of transition. -It must be noted 
that this example is brought into the discussion anew along with the 
positive thematization of the guiding problem (line 26ff.). and without 
regard to what ensues with chapter six. 

Aristotle has now made two things clear: (I) the untenable conse­
quences of the Megarian thesis and (2) at the same time their failure 
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to take up an orientation toward a central phenomenon-movement 
as transition and change. Now. in contrast, he shows what insight 
must be gained if both of these are to be avoided. 

1047al7-20: £l ouv J.ll'\ tvStx£tat tauta AtyE:tv, ~v£pllv 6n OOV<XJ!t<; 
Kai tvfpyt:ta fttp6v tcmv· tK£iVO\ o"oi MYyO\ OOVaJ.ltV !Cal tvfpyt:tav 
ta\rto JtO\OUmV, 0\0 Kal OU J.ll1Cp6v n ~TitOUmV Ctvatp£iV. 

"Now if these statements are not to be set forth, then it becomes 
apparent that capability and being at work (reciprocally) are different; 
and yet these statements allow both capability and being at work to 
be thrown together as one and the same thing, and thus they attempt 
to annul something that is not at all insignificant." 

According to our partitioning of the entire chapter (cf. p. 150), this 
passage forms the conclusion of the first part, and thus the critical 
confrontation. As we now see, it contains as well the transition to the 
following second part, the positive solution to the guiding question. 
The Megarian thesis must collapse; this implies that the being present 
of the Wvaa9at qua Wvaa9at cannot be sought in enactment. If 
that happens, then tvtp)'Eta is the actual Wva1-.uc;; both are one and 
the same, so much so that WvaJ.Lu; as a potentially proper actuality 
disappears; it does not receive its due. The questioning concern.ing 
OOVUJ.Llc; qua OOVUJ.Llc; and not qua tvfpyEta has no basis at all. If the 
Megarian thesis is thus relinquished, then, in any event, (at least) one 
thing is won: the view to the phenomena is not covered over by a 
violent theory; instead, one sees that being capable of something, and 
precisely thereby being at work, are in each case something different 
(ftEpov). Accordingly, if tvfpyEta is to be defined in the right way, 
then we must try in a reverse manner to save OOVUJ.Llc; and its way of 
being present in its proper essence, in order to put tvfpY£ta for its 
part into relief against this. 

And so we surmise from the text quite unambiguously that this 
chapter depends precisely upon the elaboration of the heterogeneity 
of OOVUJ.Ltc; over and against tvtpY£ta and vice versa. Thus there is a 
tangible progression in the inquiry. Of course, the usual interpretation 
could say, a progression perhaps, but of what kind? Now that, too. 
is decided quite unambiguously. In the passages which have just heeD 
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brought forth, Aristotle states twice that the Megarians brush aside 
and annul something and deny its value. First he states that ldVllm<; 
does not receive its due (al4); then: the difference between OOV(XJ.I.t<; 
and tv£p)'Eta is not taken into account (a 19-20). Evidently what is 
being annulled in both places hangs together. The brushing aside of 
the difference between OUV(XJ.I.t<; and tv£p)'Eta is in itself the brushing 
aside of ldVllm<;. This can be the case only if just these two are 
essentially related to ldVllm<;. even while their difference must be 
observed. If ldVllm<; is rescued, then the difference between OOV(XJ.I.t<; 
and tvtp)'Eta is secured as well. 

Wfth this, however, it is expressed as tangibly as possible: OOV(XJ.I.t<; 
and tvtp)'Eta are here in chapter three taken as Kata ldVllmV. Not 
only is there no occasion to conclude that there is a premature intro­
duction of the later theme of tvtp)'Eta tm x'A.tov, but it is stated with 
overwhelming clarity: here tvtp"(Eta KataldVllmv is being dealt with. 
If what matters here is emphasizing the difference between tvtp"(Ela 
Kata ldVllmv over and against WvaJ.U<; Kata ldVllmv, then this 
implies at the same time that the most proper theme besides Wv(XJ.I.t<; 
is the tvtp)'Eta Kata ldVllmv. 

All the same, we must now ask: {I) How is the preservation of the 
heterogeneity of OOV(XJ.I.t<; KataldVllatV and tvtp)'Ela KataldVllmV 
connected with the securing of the phenomenon of ldVllm<;? (2) How 
is this securing for its part connected with the correct resolution of 
the guiding question of chapter three that we established; namely, how 
is it connected with the question concerning the being present of 
OUV(XJ.I.t<; qua OOV(XJ.I.t<;, of capability as capability prior to all actual­
ization in enactment? The answer to this question must arise from an 
interpretation of the following positive discussion and determination 
of &\JvatOV 6v tl 6v and of EvEp"(Eta Kata JdVllatV . 

. ~ 22. 'Evtp"(Eta Kata ldVllmV. Tile actuality of being capable 
is co-determined by its essence-to this essence, moreover, 

belongs its actuality 

Before we continue with the interpretation, let us attempt briefly to 
coalesce still one more time the basic problem being dealt with here 



184 Metaphysics 9 3. 

and to find its essential kernel. We can do this by taking up a difficulty 
which now suggests itself. On the one hand, the Megarians ought to 
be rejected on the basis of a contrary thesis: The actuality of 5uvaaO<n 
as such is not to be sought in EVEpY£iV. On the other hand, for a 
positive detennination of the actuality of Wvaa6at as such, precisely 
£vtPY£ta ought now to come into play. How can both of these come 
together? 

The obvious consequence of repudiating the Megarian thesis would 
be that then Aristotle as well would neglect for his part £vtpY£la. And 
yet if we figure in this way, we presume that the Megarians, with their 
reference to Ev£PY£lV as an explanation for the Elvat of 5uvaJ.w; qua 
WvaJ..nc;, also already possessed the correct insight into the essence of 
tvtpY£ta. But this is just what Aristotle contests. 

That the Megarians relied upon EV£pY£iV does not at all prove that 
they had a proper notion of it. Just the opposite, they did not see 
precisely that tvtpY£ta qua £vtpY£ta is £vtPY£ta Kata !dVll<nV. And 
they had to overlook this basic relationship because for them the view 
to the essence of !dVll<nc; was in general distorted. But only if this 
essence also becomes clear does it become possible to comprehend 
Wva1.nc; in its full content, and thereby to delimit the manner of its 
ownmost being actual. auvaJ.uc; is indeed (according to chapters one 
and two) apxi'l J.lEtajX>A.tic; (or else nvftm:coc;}-that from out of 
which change and transition occurs. How something like this actually 
is can be detennined only if it is continually being taken into account 
what this is. On the other hand, only through an adequate articulation 
of how Suvaj.ltc; qua WvaJ.ltc; actually is can what it is come to a full 
delimitation. And so the task of characterizing 0\lvatov l::Jv it l::Jv 
becomes at the same time the task of characterizing £vtpY£ta it 
EVEPY£la, that is, the task of demonstrating that it is Katci !dVllc:nv 
and how it is so. 

From this link found in the matter itself we can infer in advance 
that Aristotle for his part will not delimit 0\lvatov l::Jv without refer­
ence to tvtpY£ta. First, however, this "not without reference to 
tvtpY£ta" implies by no means the identification of the actuality of 
capability with the actualization in enactment. And second. securing 
a suitable detennination of the actuality of that which is capable as 
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such is to be found precisely in the correct formulation of the necessary 
relation of &UvaJ.Uc; to tvfpY£ta. 

We shall divide the second portion of the whole discussion into 
individual sections as well. 

t047a20-24: cilat' tvl)fxnat &uvatov JJ,tv n dvat ~.1.1) dvat St. Kal 
ouvatov J.ll) dvat dvat St. OJ.lO{~ ~ Kal Em tci>v OJJ..JiJv Katll'YOPtci>V 
&uvatov Jktoil;Etv ov J.llt Pnlii~Etv, Kal J.llt Pnlii~ov &uvatov dvat 
j}aOt~ElV. 

"So it could happen that something in fact is actual as something 
capable of something, and yet thereby not actually be that thing of 
which this actually capable thing as such is capable, and likewise it 
could happen that something capable is not actual as something ca­
pable, and yet is precisely and actually that of which it is capable; in 
the same way, this holds with regard to the other things that can be 
said about beings (KaTTiyop(at in the most general sense); for example, 
that which is actually a being as a being capable of walking in actuality 
does not walk at all, and that which actually does not walk is never­
theless actually present as capable of walking." 

If we examine the Greek text, we see dvat and J.U'l dvat, being and 
non-being, starkly juxtaposed and contrasted. Both are even at the 
same time attributed to the same thing. If this, considered formally, 
is to be at all possible, then dvat and dvat must each be meant here 
in a different respect. This proves true. We have brought this out in 
the translation. In the preceding considerations we already expressed 
this in such a manner that we comprehended the being of &Uv<XJ.ltc; 
qua &UvaJ.ll<; as "actuality," and being in the sense of the actuality of 
that of which something capable is capable, as "actualization." The 
actualized has thereby actuality as well. 

Aristotle introduces this thought with cixrt£: so it could happen. 
that is. if the heterogeneity between &UvaJ.uc; and tvfp-yEla is taken 
into account. What does this imply for the resolution to the guiding 
question? To take into account the difference between &UvaJ.llc; and 
E'v£py£la means to attempt not to replace immediately the actuality 
of MvaJ.w; with tvtpyEta. thereby doing away with OUV<XJ.ltc;. It means 
instead to attempt to see that OUV<XJ.ll<; has its own actuality and to 
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see how this is so. Aristotle initially secures this through a general 
statement which in tum is elucidated through an example: we come 
across an actual being which is capable of walking (&uvatov ~{~v 
6v); as something capable this is a being (6v), but it is a being which 
nevertheless is not yet or else is no longer walking. 

Aristotle is satisfied with this reference. But such referring to a self-suf­
ficient phenomenon is what is now decisive. And we may not forget that 
Aristotle already gave an important indication in his critical confronta­
tion, according to which the right distinction between OOVCXf..L~ and 
tvtp'yEta can occur only with the prior and consistent maintenance of 
ldVll<ru;. But what does that mean? Nothing less than this: The being 
present of something capable as such and actuality in the sense of 
enactment are modes of being in movement; they are implicitly associated 
with this and are to be comprehended only on this basis. 

Let us follow this indication. What do we gain for the clarification 
and determination of the actuality of something capable as such? 
Someone who is capable of walking, for example, but who does not 
enact this walking, how is such a capable one actual? Not walking. 
considered in terms of movement, is stillness, standing still. And yet 
is standing still so easily comprehended as the characteristic being at 
hand (Greek: presence) of something capable as such? Of course, in 
this case this is a necessary moment, but it alone does not suffice. 
Each one capable of going but not actually walking stands still and 
does not move. But such a person could in fact sit in a traveling ship 
and be just as actual as someone able to walk, even though he is in 
movement and not at rest. The fact that someone who is able to walk 
rests as such, this is meant evidently as such a way of moving, and 
this capable one is capable of this way of moving. The actuality of 
the capable is co-determined by a capable actuality, which shows up 
in enactment. It is co-determined in terms of such enactment; but it 
is not the same as such enactment. 

How are we to comprehend this co-determinateness, that the enact­
ment of capability in its own manner of actuality becomes visible in 
the actuality of something capable as such? Can we impress this upon 
ourselves through our own immediate experience? By all means. 
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Let us consider a sprinter who, for example, has (as we say) taken 
his or her mark in a hundred-meter race just before the start. What 
Jo we see? A human who is not in movement: a crouched stance: yet 
this could be said just as well or even more appropriately about an 
old peasant woman who is kneeling before a crucifix on a pathway; 
more appropriately, because with the sprinter we do not simply see a 
kneeling human not in movement; what we call "kneeling" here is not 
kneeling in the sense of having set oneself down; on the contrary, this 
pose is much more that of being already "ofT and running." The 
particularly relaxed positioning of the hands, with fingertips touching 
the ground, is almost already the thrust and the leaving behind of the 
place still held. Face and glance do not fall dreamily to the ground, 
nor do they wander from one thing to another; rather, they are tensely 
focused on the track ahead, so that it looks as though the entire stance 
is stretched taut toward what lies before it. No, it not only looks this 
way. it is so, and we see this immediately; it is decisive that this be 
attended to as well. What limps along afterwards and is attempted 
inadequately, or perhaps without seriousness, is the suitable clarifica­
tion of the essence of the actuality of this being which is actual in this 
way. 

What exhibits itself to us is not a human standing still, but rather 
a human poised for the start; the runner is poised in this way and is 
this utterly and totally. Thus we say-because we see it without look­
ing any further-that he is poised for the start. The only thing needed 
is the call "go." Just this call and he is already ofT running, hitting his 
stride, that is, in enactment. But what does this say? Now everything 
of which he is capable is present [anwesendj; he runs and holds nothing 
back of which he would be capable; running, he executes his capabil­
ity. This execution is not the brushing aside of the capability, not its 
disappearance, but rather the carrying out of that toward which the 
capability itself as a capability drives. The one who enacts is just that 
one who leaves nothing undone in relation to his capability. for whom 
there is now in the running actually nothing more of which he is 
capable. This, of course. is then the case only if the one who is capable 
~.:omes to the running in full readiness, if in this readiness he extends 
himself fully. But this implies that he is then genuinely in a position 
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to run only if he is in good condition, completely poised, in full 
readiness. 

In a position to . .. , this means first: he is fit for it. Yet not simply 
this, but at the same time it also means: he ventures himself, has 
already become resolved. To actually be capable is the full prepared­
ness of being in a position to, which lacks only the releasement into 
enactment, such that when this is at hand, when it has imposed itself, 
this means: when the one who is capable sets himself to work, then 
the enactment is truly practice and just this. It is nothing other than 
setting oneself to work-tvfpY£la (fpyov: the work or the product). 

Now it becomes clearer how the actuality of &uvaa6al is to be 
comprehended through fxElV, having and holding, namely as holding 
oneself in readiness, holding the capability itself in readiness. This 
being held is its actual presence. In the example mentioned earlier, the 
potter who had lost both hands, the moment of passing beyond, of 
going over, is in a certain manner no longer at hand; the being held 
is no longer complete; the readiness is interrupted. 

If you have followed this entire clarification of the essence of that 
which is capable and actually present with a continual view toward 
the phenomenon (the runner immediately before the start), then the 
"definition" which Aristotle now gives for ouvatov dvat may no 
longer be foreign to you. 

1047a24-26: fan at &uvatov toilto, ci> tav \map~n 1'1 tvfpY£la ou 
AtyEtal fX£\V tl'lv Wv~uv, ouSEv fatal clWvatov. 

"That which is in actuality capable, however, is that for which 
nothing more is unattainable once it sets itself to work as that for 
which it is claimed to be well equipped." 

Here we have again one of the unprecedented and determining 
essential insights, through which Aristotle for the first time illuminates 
a previously obscure realm. In this concise statement, every word is 
significant. With Aristotle the greatest philosophical knowledge of 
antiquity is expressed, a knowledge which even today remains unap­
preciated and misunderstood in philosophy. 
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• • 

• 

What is required now is by no means more tedious repetition for 
the purpose of bringing closer to you how the entire preceding inquiry 
works toward this statement, so that it must, as it were, spring forth. 
Only a few aspects of this "definition" are to be indicated. The first 
one is the very first word: f<m.. This may not simply be taken as "is" 
in the sense of a what-being, so that we would be able to translate: 
being capable is that for which .... In accord with the overriding 
theme of the chapter, what is being dealt with here is indeed not what 
we have to understand under being capable; that is said in chapters 
one and two. Instead, the task is to determine that in which the being 
of something capable, its actuality-the dvat of the immediately 
following senten~onsists. But this is-to my knowledge-com­
pletely missed in all the interpretations and translations; every pros­
pect for an understanding of the definition is thereby eliminated from 
the very beginning. 

The second thing that has to be noted is that Aristotle does not 
simply speak about tvtpy£ta., being at work, putting or setting one­
self to work, but rather quite unmistakably about that very setting 
oneself to work for which the capability under discussion is well 
equipped. An essential difference over and against the Megarian 
thesis is hereby expressed. e see that Aristotle also draws tvtpytta 
into the delimitation of the actuality of the ouvat6v qua ouvat6v, 
but not in the general sense of an enactment emerging from nothing. 
Instead he includes it in its ever-determinate relatedness to its re­
spective capability. 

The third thing is the correct understanding of the Q> ouatv fatal 
aouvatov. This must be understood so that it remains related to 
£v£pyna. This means: that which is fully and actually in-a-position-to 
is just that present being which in enactment must leave nothing Wl­

attained. 

It actually would not be worthwhile to go into all the empty clev-



190 Metaphysics 8 3. 

erness of the interpreters who. with a certain disguised feeling of 
superiority, think they have finally caught the great Aristotle here 
making a capital error. But please, does not every child see what kind 
of famous definition Aristotle offers us? ~uvat6v----() OUIC crouvatov: 
potential is that which is not non-potential. And yet with this wisdom 
the most impossible becomes possible, which almost seems to be the 
rule in the usual interpretations of philosophy. I have to leave it up 
to you to refute these overly clever pedantries. 

Only a few hints, whereby what has already been said is basically 
repeated: ( 1) The definition of what is potential is not being dealt with 
at all here, but rather the definition of what is capable, which is not 
the same thing. (2) Neither is the definition of something capable with 
regard to its what-content being dealt with, but instead with regard 
to the actuality which is essentially proper to it. (3) Nowhere is it 
simply stated: Ouvat6v = to OUIC crouvatov. Instead, if OUIC crouvatov 
is said of Ouvat6v, then this is so only when ouK crouvatov is made 
to fulfill the condition of tav unap~n 1i tvtpyna. Thus the "not 
incapable" is not simply attributed to the "capable," but rather, if it 
is this, then this pertains to its actuality. But if one already wants to 
retreat to the vacuous assurance of academic logic, according to which 
with a definition the definiendum may not enter the definitum, then 
it must be objected precisely what type of definition do we have here 
before us: whether it holds when defining a table, chair, house, ox, or 
donkey, or whether it pertains to that which lies far from all such 
things, so far that even today it remains out of reach of all pondering 
cleverness. 

What has been said should lead one to the insight that it does not 
help at all if we think through this definition by means of a purely 
abstract deliberation. In this way we remain blind; we do not see what 
is being discussed, nor do we see how Aristotle with unprecedented 
certainty brought this to word from out of that which offers itself to 
the truly philosophizing vision. 

Aristotle includes an illustration with the definition; the examples can 
serve to demonstrate the delimited essence in various manifestations. 

I 047a26-29: "A.Eyro ~· oiov. Ei M>vatllv Ka8lia8at Kal tvl\ExEtm 
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Ka9fla9at. toutcp tav intcip;n to Ka9fla9at. oootv fcnat aoovatov· 
Kal Ei KlVT19flva( n" nvflaat" cm;vat" cmiaat" dvat" yiyvEa9at. 
" llfl dvat" llfl yiyvEa9at, OJ.lo(wc;. 

··1 understand this, however, in this way: If one is capable of sitting 
in such a way that he can allow himself to sit, then nothing will remain 
unattained when it comes to sitting. The same holds when something 
is capable of being moved or of moving, of standing or of bringing 
something to stand, of being or of becoming, of not being or of not 
becoming." 

For our interpretation it is worth noting the Kat tvoqetat which 
is here linked to &uva'tov tcrnv; this is so because Wvaa9at and 
tvOtxta8at are now used interchangeably. I have translated the 
tv0t;(£a8at here according to what we found to be the characteristic 
determination of being actually capable: to be fully in readiness, to 
be able to take something upon oneself. The !Cat is to be taken here 
as an expository "and" -"and even in the manner that ... " More­
over. we encounter tvOtx£a8at again in chapter eight of the treatise. 
The connection to tvoqea6at is further proof that the question con­
cerns the actuality of capability rather than what capability is. 

But on the other hand, we now see precisely: what capability is, 
namely cipxl)nvfi<J£C.O<;-related to change and therefore enactment; 
this co-determines the manner and mode of actuality of Wvaa9at, 
the essence of its being present. Thus we are now able to say: The 
question concerning the essence of OUVaJ.I.t<; is thereby first thoroughly 
posed and resolved when the essence of the accompanying actuality 
is also determined along with it. 

In philosophy, and even quite often through an appeal to antiquity, 
the question of essence is understood generally in such a way that what 
is at issue in this question is what something is, its what-being, without 
regard to whether it is actual or not. Actuality is here irrelevant. But 
this is ambiguous-and philosophy has succumbed to this ambiguity. 
It has mostly neglected to ask what then is the essence of actuality. 
And when the question is posed, this occurs in such a way that 
actuality, existentia, is taken in a broad, all-encompassing sense; the 
actual is then what is present, at hand. It is not seen that this very 
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actuality is essentially transformed with the essence in the more nar­
row sense, where only what-being is expressed. The full essence of a 
being, however, and this is something which we first have to learn to 
understand, pertains both to the what of a being and to the how of 
its potential or actual actuality. Of course, what a thing is must be 
determined without regard to whether it is actual or not; the essential 
determination of a table holds also for a potential table or a table 
which is no longer at hand. And yet not to consider whether the 
what-being is actual or not does not at all mean that it also matters 
little whether it is asked how this actuality according to its essence is, 
an actuality which is prescribed for this respectively determined what­
being. 

Admittedly, Aristotle did not in our context explicitly unfold the 
question of a full knowledge of essence. Although he did, in fact, bring 
the delimitation of the essence of actuality into the closest discerning 
connection with the determination of what a capability is. But for 
reasons which lie locked in the ancient and Western conception of 
being and thereby of what-being, neither is this central problem of 
the question of essence posed later. 

We contend that the guiding question relating to the actuality of 
WvaJ.l.l<; Katcl.ldVll<nV compels one to take tvfpyEta Katcl.ldVll<nY 
also into regard, and to draw it as well into the definition of this 
actuality, not as is the case with the Megarians but precisely in such 
a way that the relation of tvfpY£ta to ldVll<n<; and thereby to WvatJ.~ 
becomes apparent. Only when £vfpY£ta is necessarily thematic in this 
manner does it now make sense for Aristotle to begin to speak explic­
itly about the word and the word's significance. The way this occurs 
must lay aside completely all doubts about the theme of chapter three. 

1047a30-32: tA~A.u9E ~· ti tvfp'(Eta to\ivoJ.la. ti np~ tilv tvtt:A.fxeuxv 
auvn9EJ.lfVT1. Kai txi ta cllla EK tc:i>v IC\~CJ£rov J.laAtota· OOK£i yap 
[ti] tvfp'(Eta J.laAtota ti riVTtm<; dvat. 

"It is, however, the name and meaning of£vfpY£ta-being at work, 
a meaning which in itself is directed toward £vtEAfxEta-holding itself 
in completion, which has also gone over to the other being, namely 
from its prevailing usage in reference to movements; for mostly and 
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primarily movement shows itself as that whereby something is 'in 
process,' at work, in full swing." 

(Something twofold is stated: (I) the connection with EVtcltXEta; 
(2) the matter of Em ta cllla, whereby not Em 1tA.tov is meant, but 
rather that which is spoken about in the previous sentence. Enacting 
is related not only to being able to move and movement, but instead 
the essence of enactment is being at work, setting oneself to work. 
'Evtt:AtXEta refers to this as well; compare what was said earlier about 
£pyov and tt~: EVt£i.tX£ta: the end, to possess completion as that 
which has been carried out, to hold oneself in it-properly: being 
produced.) 





Editor's Epilogue 

The announcement for Heidegger's 1931 summer semester course at 
the University of Freiburg read: "Interpretations from ancient philos­
ophy; Tu-Th 5-6." Heidegger began the course on April 28, and it 
ended on July 30. His manuscript "Interpretations of Ancient Philoso­
phy/Aristotle, Metaphysics 9" consists of folio pages written in cross­
wise format, with the running text written exclusively on the left half, 
and the insertions, corrections, extensions, and additions written on 
the right half. The pagination with various subdivisions runs to page 
4 7; there are in actuality 56 pages. In addition, there are at least half as 
many supplements and annotations, especially with the notices for the 
recapitulations. The presentations of the course ended on the bottom 
of p. 189 above. 

The manuscript was edited according to the guidelines of Martin 
Heidegger, as implemented in the lectures that he himself edited. Chiefly, 
the entire manuscript was made into a complete and book-ready tran­
script. The editor then divided the text into four parts, and provided the 
accompanying headings and titles. An asterisk marks the end of each 
lecture period; it is foUowed by a one-paragraph recapitulation (except 
for the last two lectures, where no recapitulation is given). Heidegger's 
comments on and corrections of the Aristotle text are inserted in brackets 
and designated as his; by contrast, the various addenda in his translation 
appear simply in parentheses. A prior copy of the manuscript edited by 
H. Feick (not decisively arranged and classified) was extremely helpful 
for deciphering and corroborating terms. The same is true for two 
exceedingly judicious lecture transcripts (one shorter, the other more 
ample), which were consulted to help resolve problems with the recapit­
ulations, the completion of the translation, and occasionally in rounding 
orr and securing the chain of thought. 

The text of the Metaphysics that is cited is Aristoteles' Metaphysik, 
recognovit W. Christ (Leipzig, 1886; nova impressio correctior 1895 and 
later), reprinted in Aristoteles' Metaphysik, Greek and German, trans-
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lated by H. Bonitz, newly prepared with introduction and commentary 
by H. Seidl (2 volumes; Philos. Bibl. 307 and 308, Hamburg, 1978/80). 
Further aids are Aristotelis Metaphysica, recognovit et enarravit H. 
Bonitz, volume I (text) and volume 2, Commentarius (Bonn, 1848/49; 
reprint of the commentary, Hildesheim, 1960); Die Metaphysik des 
Aristoteles, basic text, translation and commentary together with explan­
atory essays by A. Schwegler (4 volumes; Tiibingen, 1847/48; reprinted 
in two volumes, Frankfurt am Main, 1968); Aristotle's Metaphysics, a 
revised text with introduction and commentary by W. D. Ross (2 vol­
umes; Oxford, 1924; corrected editions 1953 and later); W. Jaeger, 
Aristoteles. Grundlegung einer Geschichte seiner Entwicklung (Berlin, 
1923; 3rd ed., Dublin/Zurich 1967). 

The lecture course now available attests to the search for a connect­
ing horizon for the encounter with that which was thought in advance 
by Aristotle. The Introduction outlines a basic sketch of Aristotle's 
philosophy in general. Within this belongs the question of dynamis 
and energeia, which Aristotle discusses in Book IX of the Metaphysics. 
The line-by-line interpretation of the first three chapters of this book 
deals with the essence and actuality of force. The phenomenon of force 
or capability, which is discussed thoroughly in its variations, becomes 
the nucleus for splitting up the general Greek being-concept of pres­
ence, and also becomes a guiding thread for Heidegger's determina­
tion of truth, as it emerges in the concept of being. Thus, this text 
provides access for understanding the connection of the whole of 
Book IX to the final chapter, and also prepares for a broader and 
farther-reaching discernment of Greek philosophy. This is the sense 
in which the original title is to be understood. However, a narrower 
and more focused title for the present volume appeared advisable. 

I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to Professor Klaus Held. His 
unconditional support and encouragement made this publication pos­
sible. For their advice on questions regarding the form of the text, I 
am indebted to Dr. Hermann Heidegger and Dr. Friedrich-Wilhelm 
v. Hermann. 

H. Huni 
Wuppertal, November 1979 



Glossary of German Words 

Aneignen: acquire, acquisition 
Ankiindigung: announcing 
Anlage: proficiency 
Amresenheit: presence 
Aujhiiren: cease 
Aus-der-Obung-sein: being out of practice 
A useinandersetzung: confrontation 
A usgang: origin 
A ushaltsamkeit: endurance 
Ausrichtung: orientation 
Aussehen: aspect, outward appearance 
Ausiibung: practice, practicing 
Befiihigung: competence 
Begabung: talent 
Bekunden: witness 
Bereich: realm 
Bell'egtes: beings that move, being-moved 
Be=iehung: relationship 
Be=ug: relation 
Bildsamkeit: malleability 
Briichigkeit: fragility 
Diduung: poetry 
Durchhalten: put up with, come through 
Eigentiimlichkeit: peculiarity 
Eignung: aptitude 
Einhe=ug: implication 
Eingeiihtsein: being trained 
Einiihung: training 
Entgegen/iegendes: contrary 
Ent=ug: withdrawal 
Erdulden: endure 
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Erkunden: explore 
Erleiden: tolerate 
Ertragen: bear 
Ertragsamkeit: bearance 
Fiihigkeit: capacity 
Fiigung: jointure 
Gefiige: structure 
Gegenteil: contrary 
Geschicklichkeit: skill 
Gewalt: violence, violent force 
Haben: having 
Hergestelltheit: having been produced 
Herstellen: produce 
Konnen: ability 
Kraft: force, power 
Kriiftigsein: being powerful 
Kraftsein: being a force 
Kiinden: declare 
Kundgeben: give notice 
Kundige Kraft: conversant force 
Kundigsein: being conversant 
Kundmachen: make known 
Kundnahme: take notice 
Kundschaft: conversance 
Kunst: art 
Leiden: suffer 
Leitbedeutung: guiding meaning 
Macht: power 
Namensgleichheit: nominal identity 
Offenbarkeit: manifestness 
Poten:: power 
Sichverstehen auf" versatile understanding of 
Streben: strive 
Tiitigkeit: activity 
Obertragen: metaphorical, transfer 
Umgehen: comport 



Umschlag: change 
Unkraft: unforce 
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Unkriiftig: powerless, forceless 
V erkiinden: proclaim 
Vermogen: capability 
Verwirklichung: actualization 
Voll=ug: enactment 
Von-wo-aus: from out of which 
Vorhanden: present, at hand 
Vorhandensein: being present 
Wahrnehmen: perceive 
Weggeben: give up 
Wesen: essence 
Widerstiindigkeit: resistance 
Wirken: effect 
Wirk/ichkeit: actuality 
Zerbrechlichkeit: breakability 
Zugehorigkeit: belonging(ness) 
Zwiespliltigkeit: divisiveness 
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curi..O><;: purely and simply (einfachhin), simply (einfach) 
aBuvat6v: powerless, forceless (unkriiftig) 
aKoi..ouOEiv: follow, constantly going after, always already going 

along with 
aA~O~: uncovering 
avai..oyia: analogy (Analogie) 
ava:Atyr.tv: correspond (Entsprechen) 
a1t61j>avmc;: assertion 
a1t61j>amc;:affinnation 
apxfi: origin (Ausgang, Von-wo-aus) 
Cim:tpov: the unbounded 
aia~mc;: perceive, take for true ( Wahrnehmen) 
~ioc;: life, life history 
ytvoc;: genus (Gattung) 
BuvaJ.uc;: potentia, force (Kraft), capability (Vermogen), possibility 

( Moglichkeit) 
BuvaJ.uc; ~tc; ci1taO£iac;: force of resistance 
Mva1.uc; J.L£tcl Myou: capability ( Vermogen}, conversant force 

(kundige Kraft) 
Mva1-uc; tou 1taO£iv: force of bearing 
Mva1uc; tou 1tOt£iv: force of doing, producing 
ouvat6v: powerful, forceful (kriiftig) 
EiBoc;: aspect, outward appearance (Aussehen) 
EJHjl'\.lxov: besouled 
EV CiAA.<p ft n cillo: in another or to the extent that it is another 
f.vavtiov: contrary 
f.vtpyeta: actus, actualization. actuality. being at work 
EVtEI.£XEt«;~: holding in completion 
E7tl nA.tov: extending further 
E7ttatfiJ.1~: science, familiarity with things 
Epyov: work ( Werk) 
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tpJlTtVda: interpretation (Auslegen) 
fxEtv: have, possess 
'P6VT'Imc;: circumspection 
ldVTimc;: movement (Bewegung) 
KaO' airt6: in respect to self, self-same 
Katci ldVTimv: with regard to movement 
Kata <ruJ.113£PTtK6c;: with respect to being co-present 
KatTtyop(a: category (Kategorie), that saying which is involved in 

every assertion in a preeminent way 
KlVOUJlEVOV: moved being (Bewegtes) 
A.nOTt: forgetting 
A.6yoc;: discourse, conversance 
AtyEtv: gathering, to gather, bring into relation 
A.ty£-rat nollaxcilc;: said in many ways, understood in manifold 

ways 
Jli'l fxElV: not having 
J.1EtaPoA.n: change ( Umschlag) 
6J.1cOVUJlOV: nominally identical (namensg/eich) 
6pEn6v: what is striven after 
6p~tc;: striving (Streben) 
6pt<J).l6c;: delimitation ( Umgrenzung) 
napouma: presence 
ntpac;: boundary, limit 
no{Ttcrlc;: production (Herstellung) 
1tOtEiv: produce, bring forth 
1tOtTtnKi'l tm~JlTt: versatile understanding of no{Ttcrlc; 
not6v: being so constituted (Beschaffensein) 
nollaxcilc; A.Ey6J.1Evov: what is said in many ways 
nollaxcilc;: manifold, in many ways 
mtpTtmc;: withdrawal (Entzug) 
ttxVTI: capability for producing 
t~ E~vat: being (s_ein) \ 
to 6v n 6v: beings as such (das Seiende a/s solches) 
to 6v: beings (das Seiende, Seiend) 
uA.11: that out of which something is to be produced 
'ljl'ruOoc;: distortion, concealment 
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\jiEU~<;: deceptive, concealing 
l;cj>ov 'A.Oyov txov: the living being that has Myoc; 
l;ootj: life, living being, animal 
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